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Two 3-cell Potter 

Techniques 

Length of study 

Dates of study 

Traps employed 

Trap placement On elevated table near wood-pile On same elevated 
tablenear wood-pile 

Ba.it 

Results 

Evening Grosbeaks banded 

Foreign retraps 

Returns 

Repeats 

Total birds handled 

* * 

sunflower seeds 

500 

16 

* * 

sunflower seeds 

* 

5 

0 

0 

5 

* 

seems to be superfluous, so let us gain what 
that Evening Grosbeaks are no longer being 
Patapedia River - Kedgwick River region 

Any further comment 
solace we can from th e fact 
shot for their bands in the 
of Quebec. 

99 Warrenton Avenue, Hartford 5, Connecticut. 

THB CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

d d u a clipping from the 
Elting Arnold, of Chevy Chas;,tMb . s~~ s 1963 No. 162, pages 18197 

Congressional Record (Vol . 109 - co~: ' b'rd banding which had been 
and 18198 ) in which is printed informa i~n onf ~ongress The Bird Banding 
sent by the Bird Banding Office to a memt~r ~ongressman.had reported the 
Office had sent the informa~iton be~a~~yie ngeinto a picture window. (The 
band of a dove which broke l. s nee 
dove ' s number was reported as 703-97968.) 
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EXTREME AGES OF BIRDS 
By Charles H, Blake 
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Perhaps a summary by groups of the extreme ages (in round numbers) 
in the data on longevity in "The Ring" nos. 33, 34 (1962, 1963) may help 
banders answer that too frequent question: "How old do birds get to be?" 

Loons 23 yrs. Auks 10 yrs. 
Petrels 12 Pigeons 11 
Pelicans 10 Owls 17 
Gannets 16 Swifts 21 
Connorants 18 Woodpeckers 11 

Herons 24 Tyrant Flycatchers 8 
storks 19 Swallows 16 
Ducks, etc. 20 Crows, Jays 20 
Hawks 25 Titmice 9 
Osprey 20 Nuthatches 9 

Falcons 16 1,Jrens 5 
Gallifonnes 12 Mimic Thrushes 12 
Rails, etc. 18 Thrushes 18 
Oystercatchers 28 Starlings 20 
Plovers 19 Icterids 14 

Sandpipers 31 Passer 10 
Gulls 32 Finches, etc, 12 
Terns 27 

We should distinguish between the mortality of birds and the mort
ality of bands. The latter has been serious in such groups as shearwaters 
and connorants. Some remedies are now at hand. The longevity of captive 
birds may be quite another matter. I believe the all-time record is held 
by a European Eagle-owl, 68 years. Herring Gulls have lived nearly 50 
years in captivity. I have not seen any data to prove the stories of 
century-old parrots, geese or swans. 

As a rough generalization, any bird of robin size or larger has a 
potential life span in the wild of 20 years or more and even the smallest 
birds can approach 10 years. Wrens and the gallifonn birds may prove to 
be exceptional. 
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A few birds are noted as ex ceeding 25 years in the wild: 

European Kite 
European Oystercatcher 
European Curlew 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Caspian Tern 
Arctic Tern 

25 yrs., 
28 
J1 
26 
J1 
30 
26 
27 

p • 0 • Box 613, Hillsboro' North Carolina 

8 mos., 
5 
6 
1 

11 
J 
0 
0 

SOME AGE RECORDS OF AMERICAN BIRDS 
As They Appear in "The Ring" 

By Frank p. Frazier 

24 days 
9 

21 
0 

10 
12 
21 

1 

f m com lete acco rding to Dr. w. Rydz-
The American.,records !re ~~r su ~lemen~ Dr., Blak e's ar ticle above, some 

ewski, Editor of The Ring • N 34 (196J) of "The Ri ng" follow: 
of the age records printed in o. 

Tree Swallow 7 yrs . 11 mos. 26 days 

6 11 12 
Barn Swallow 

5 10 27 
Purple Martin 

12 9 21 
Blue Jay 

9 1 14 
Black-capped Chickadee 

6 7 20 
Tufted Titmouse 

9 5 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 

5 0 0 
House Wren 21 
Mockingbird 5 5 
Catbird 8 11 13 

Brown Thrasher 11 10 5 
11 7 23 

Robin 
5 10 0 

wood Thrush 24 
Henni t Thrush 5 3 
Red-eyed Vireo 5 10 12 

Redwinged Blackbird 14 1 26 

Baltimore Oriole 6 10 16 

Common Grackle 14 2 15 

7 9 4 
Cowbird 

7 10 11 
scarlet Tanager 
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Cardinal 12 yrs. 9 mos. 8 days 
Evening Grosbeak 8 1 2J 
Purple Finch 8 11 0 
House Finch 6 10 24 
Pine Siskin 5 10 21 

Goldfinch 7 0 2 
*Rufous-sided Towhee 8 11 10 

Savannah Sparrow 5 11 8 
Vesper Sparrow 6 11 9 
Slate-colored Junco 9 10 26 

Tree Sparrow 7 1 2 
Chipping Sparrow 7 11 4 
Field Sparrow 5 11 2 
White-throated Sparrow 12 9 25 
Fox Sparrow 9 1 12 
Song Sparrow 7 6 9 

* Below is a report of a Rufous-sided Towhee considerably older than 
the above record. EBBA members are urged to search their records 
and send in to EBBA News evidence of longevity. Such records will 
be published here and forwarded to "The Ring" for international 
publication. 

AGE RECORD -- RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE 
Banded by R. E. Ware 

Pipilo erythropthalmus A J. 2.37 V 9. 7.48 11- 6- 5 )6-152486 
(Band replaced 5. J.46 by No. 40-27JJ66) 

The Rufous-sided Towhee listed above (in the style used by"The Ring") 
was an adult male banded March 2, 1937 by R. E. Ware, of Clemson, s.c. so 
must have been hatched at least the previous year. Mr. Ware writes to 
the F.ditor as follows: 

"#J6-152486 banded March 2, 1937. Trapped and released: 

February 21 , 
February 20, 
.December 16, 
May 3, 
September 7, 

19J8 
1941 
1944 
1946 -- band worn and replaced by #40-273)66 
1948 




