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TRAPS AND TRAPPING - NOTES 
Adapted from the Workshop Manual, Vol. II, 1963 

Flexibility is the key-note for successful trapping, Often sli h 
modifications can make the traps you already have doubly useful, • •gAt 
Potter trap with a floor can be used on top of snow. Also, no stoopi 
you can pick it up to remove the biro.. • • • ng; 

For smaller funnel-type traps hang a partition near the collecti~ 
door end and tie or hook it against the top. Drive birds past and let -
it drop -- saves chasing birds to far corners ••• A narrow wooden braoe 
like an inverted U across the middle of a funnel trap provides a spot to 
lean on while reaching, and adds strength to the wire. , •• 

A battery of small pull-traps outside your window catches the new 
chickadees without bedevilling banded freeloaders ••• Sometimes a cluste 
of traps in a given spot pays off; the first bird caught acts as a deco' 
•••• A trap can be adapted to catch woodpeckers by fitting it to a logy 
placed on its side and baited with suet •••• Dripping water, or a pan 
of water in any trap big enough to accomodate it is added bait •••• 

For building small traps, galvanized welded wire mesh, 116 gauge, 
1 /2 x 1 ", is recommended. Birds do not skin their noses on it as on 
hardware cloth and it makes a stiff cage not easily bent by squirrels. 
Hardware cloth (1/2 11 mesh for small traps, 3/4 11 mesh for larger) is cheaper, 
and easier to buy, and also easier to cut and bend •••• 

Some trap sections may be put together with Squeeze Klips, (Unless You 
provide yourself with a goo:i pair of nail cutters, these are hard to remover 
for temporary assemblies use instead short lengths of electric bell wire 
or wire of similar weight.) For any soldered parts use a solid solder 
(not resin-core) after brushing parts to be soldered with a tinner's acid 
(not paste -- paste is messy and ineffective) •••• 

For wire parts door guides, triggers, trip-step pivots, etc., use 
lf12 galvanized wire for stiffer parts and #14 wire for lighter ones •••• 

Placement of traps deserves as much study and ingenuity as their con
struction, Some suggestions: Around a brush pile (an attractive shelter 
for winter birds) •••• under or near hedges, shrubs and bushes •••• 
hung or placed on posts or tree-trunk shelves near large bushes •••• 
Prop up your Christmas tree ordig it in near exposed traps, ••• Make use· 
of the attnaction of berry bushes -- elderberries, tartarian honeysuckle, 
dogwood, Russian olive, etc, Planting such bushes may be worthwhile, 
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NEW MEMBERS 
• - Sustaining Member 

drews, Mrs. Chas., Montmorenci Rd., Ridgway, Pa. 
~drews, Glenn R., 307 Cook Ave., Ridgway, Pa. 

Page 211 

,saker, Roy E. Jr., 346 Hoff Ave., Charleston, So. Carolina 
gelow, Mrs, Theodore H. Sr., Big Cypress Center, Box 1408, Naples, Fla. 
ec>Yd• David S., Guy Mills, Pa. 
!3figgs, Mrs. Joseph M,, 11 Carpenter st., Middleboro, Mass, 

•BUsh, Dr, Francis M., Biology Dept., Howard College, Birmingham 9, Ala. 
c,.inpbell. R.W., 5536 Hardwick St., Barnaby 2, British Columbia, Canada 
caslick, James w., 2610 N.W. 11th Ave., Gainsville, Fla. 
Chapman, La'Wrence B., Wild Acres, Princeton, Mass. 
eor1cran, Davis H., 1.54 Lake Ave., Fair Haven, N.J. 
J)eI.ong, Mrs. W, C. , Box 398, Shenandoah, Iowa 
DeWitt, Mrs. Virgil B., RD 1, Box 463B, New Paltz, N.Y. 12561 
~ell, A.R., Box 102. Valley Grove, West Va. 
Edgerton, Mrs, Mabel S,, RFD 1, Barnesville, Ohio 43713 

•Fiske, Mrs. John, Petersham, Mass. 
•Fiske, John, Petersham, Mass. 
Fleugel, James B., P.O.Box 53, Grand Beach, Mich, 

•Gallien, Richard, N.J. State School of Conservation, Branchville, N.J. 
Hallett, James B., .51 Thomsom Rd., West Hartford 7, Conn. 
Hand, Miss Carol, RD 1, Corry, Pa. 
Handy, Parker D., 1159 Banks North Rd., Fairfield, Conn. 
Harlow, Richard A. Jr., 176 Mystic st. Ext., West Medford, Mass. 
Heimer, Mrs. Eugenia P., 21 Laurel Ave., Seacliff, L.I., N.Y. 
Heintzelman, D:>nald s., 629 Green St,, Allentown, Pa. 
Hochgesang, Frank P., 422 Edgemoor Dr,, Moorestown, N .J. 
Ilgenfritz, Edward W., 49 Ridgeway Dr., York, Pa. 
Inwood, Arthur D., 28 S.E. 5th st., Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Katholi, Mrs. William A., 930 Woodland Ave., So. Charleston 3, West Va. 
Kent, Mrs. Ralph Jr,, RD. Westerlo, N.Y. 
Kissin, C,, Star Bird Co., 50 Cooper Sq., New York 3, N.Y. 
Koepcke. Dr. Maria, Casa Humboldt, Casilla 5129, Miraflores, Lima, Peru 
Lobb, S.L., Gorge Rd., No. 5, R.D., Invercargill, New Zealand 
McKnight, Mrs. Daniel M., Cedar Crest, New Hexico 87008 
MacLachlan, Robt, F. Jr,, Box 187, Wormwood Hill, Mansfield Center, Conn. 
Miner, David R., Director, Cook's Canyon Sanctuary, Wildwood Nature Crunp, 

Barre, Mass, 
Morgan, Mrs. Richard s., 1 Q Laurel Dr., So. Lincoln, Mass. 
Muir, Allan, Box 48, Smiths Ferry, Mass. 
Nelson, Gordon, RFD 2, Fremont, Nebraska 
Nicolls, Mr, Clare, RD 1, Conneautville, Pa. 
Noden, Mr. J. Wilson, 11 Park Lake Ave., Titu:oville, N, J, 

•01 Neil 0 Dr. A. W., Falfurrias, Texas 
Phillips, Goodrich K., West Va. Ins;

00
of Technology, Monteomery, v•lest Va. 

Quarcoo, Mr. Peaceful, House No, D f Anusah st., Accra, ,1hana, Africa 




