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on October 8, 1962, I caught a Lark Sparrow in an all-purpose trap
in Algonquin Park, Ontario. This was a "first" for the Park; there are
only two other records, sight only, for this general area, which is re-
moved several hundred miles from normal Lark Sparrow range. There was
the usual question of whether or not the bird should be collected, but I
chose to take a series of identifiable photographs, band it, and let it go.
At that time it was assoclating with Juncos, White-throats, and other
gmund-feeding sparrows, and it repeated a number of times up to October
24, when we had our first snow and I ceased to operate the trap. All
the regular migrants had disappeared, but the Lark Sparrow was still there.
Within two days the ground was covered by several inches of snow and it
spent most of 4ts time on the only bare earth avallable, in the lee of
the building. It must be admitted that this experiment was not carried
to its ultimate conclusion, but as I had no doubt what that would be in
a country which has from two to four feet of snow for several months and
temperature as low as 40 degrees below zero, and as I had to move to
another location at that time, on October 27 I retrapped the Lark Sparrow
and have since held it in captivity. At the end of 1962 it appears to
be thriving, and is molting into a considerably brighter plumage. I sup-
posed it to be an immature when captured.

The second example involves a Robin, an abundant summer resident of
the Huntsville region. In December, 1959, a Robin was seen several times
in the town, apparently a normal, healthy bird, and the local nature club
looked forward to adding this species to their Christmas Census llst.

At Christmas the temperature went to 15 below zero, followed in a day or
two by freezing rain, and on census day, December 27, the Robin was
found dead, in a thicket of mixed shrubbery where it had been seen sev-
eral times before. An autopsy showed it to be in good flesh, but with
no visible fat, and its stomach contained flve unidentifiable seeds.
There was nho indication of disease or injury.

Huntsville, Ontario, Canadae.

HAWK & SNOWY OWL REPORTS WANTED
By Bdwin C, Welland

I am collecting data on Hawk & Snowy Owls. If you have or know of
any recent sightings for your area would you please let me know. So far
I have 22 Hawk Owl reports for Upper Michigan and 8 for northerm Minnesota
which is very unusual. I am trying to find out why and to what extent
they are coming down. Weather has been so ideal it can hardly be a factor.

Food shortage? -- but what? Any help or data you can give me will be
most welcome.

P. 0, Box 97, Marquette, Michigan.






