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to these states. The Coastal Plain Province is the major migration l'O 
to and from the breeding and wintering grounds. Probably- the most tll) \l 
tant secondary- migration route in the eastern state s 1s the Great Val.tl\. 
that extends from New York to northern Alabama and includes the valleyat 
of the Cumberland, Hagerstown, Shenandoah and Tennessee Rivers. 

The Mississippi Flyway probably carries the largest blackbird t'ti&h 
in the country. The major movement is north and south throUih the Mi.a t 
issippi Valley , with the main dispersal along a broad belt , thr.e Dlile~ 
wide, extending from Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi northward to t he 
Dakotas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

Band recovery data indicate that resident populations cause most 
late summer and early fall damage to corn, rice and other agricul tur al 
crops that mature durlni this period. Many Redwings banded as ne st U 
have been recovered three to five months later within five miles of t~' 
point of banding. With some exceptions, resident adult and young RedWinc 
remain in or near the breeding grounds until the molt is nearly complet. 1 

in September. 

In late September, when the mlt is complete or nearly so, bla ckb 
begin drifting southwa -rd toward th• wintei"ini grounds. The main winte ~ 
grounds of blackbirds of the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways have been 
fairly well established. In the Atlantic Flyway, Red-winged Blac kbirds 
winter chiefiy in the Coastal Plain Province, south of the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay. Winter recoveries from birds banded in a large Redwine 
roost in late SUl'lllller on the Patuxent River, Maryland, were scat tere d t 
southeastern Virginia to southeastern Geor~, Grackles, Cowbirds a,nd 
starlinis also are abundant in much of this area during the winter1 t,beJ: 
are widely distributed inland and somewhat northward in the Piedmont 
the Ridge and Valley Provinces. 

The main wintel'ini ground of blackbirds in the Mississippi Flywa7 
is in the lower Mississippi Valley of the Gulf Coastal Plain Provin ce, 
Red-winied Blackbirds are especially numerous in the rice belt and the 
coastal marshes, whereas Grackles and Cowbirds seem to be more nwnero~• 
in the delta lands along river bottoms of the Mississippi and its tr1b 
taries. The winter concentration of blackbirds in the lower Missis s~ 
Valley probably is the largest anywhere in the United States at any 
season. The great size of this winter population is the result of 
numbers of birds from the North Central States and the Prairie Pro-rln 
of Canada moving into the area in late fall. 

The Role of the Volunteer 

The great majority of banded blackbirds have been banded by vol 
teer banders. Most banding in the Atlantic Flyway is done in Mass& 
setts, New York , and New Jersey ; in the Mississippi Flyway most o! 
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i,andilll is done in Mi.chican, Illinois and Arkansas. 

In addition to bandinr lal"ie numbe 
oh year. many volunteer handers are rs ot adult and immature blackbirds 

~~•d Blackbird Nestling Prorram spo part!cipatine in the Cooperative Red-
,..roh Center. In 1961. coo erato nsore by the Patuxent Wildlife Re-
"' r, Patuxent biologists ba~d a ::: banded over J,200 nestlings. Each = })abitat in whic h nests most ~~te~i 1,000 nestlings. Because of 
iJIYOlv•s considerable etfort: but it P~Tidu lt, the bandine ot nestlings 

0
r111n Qf specific populations. es the best information on the 

,-urel, Maryland 
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(Correct to May 18, 1962) 

YOUR WORKSHOP COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Please let the col!Jllli.ttee•s chairman apologize for not haVing Slid 
few words at the annual banquet. Somehow I did not prepare myself £or 
possibility that I might be called on and I'm just not a spur of th~ 
speaker. Had I prepared myself, here is what I would have said. 

Mrs. Dater will be known as one of the EBBA presidents who st.a.t-tect 
something new during their term of office. This is not easy to do and 
my committee and I were glad to have been able to help her with the :karic 
shop project. Of course there could not have been a workshop if some 20 
enthusiastic helpers had not in tum backed up the committee. We can•t 
mention them all but here are some. 

Hope Geis certainly deseNes credit for her exhibit and the many 
good ideas she contributed. The committee's unofficial but 100~ acti'VI 
publicity director, Frank Frazier, without whose publicity we would ne 
have gotten off the ground. 

The "Four Musketeers", all of whom held sessions straight through 
from 1 : JO to 5, deserve a very special thanks from everyone - we just 
didn't have, or IO'low about, enough qualified instructors to run six one. 
hour sessions on these topics. These four did the work which should haft 
been done by twenty-four. We thank you, Dr. Blake, Jim Baird, Chan Rob
bins and Da v1d Bridge, 

Instructors and moderators, John Given, Dorothy Bordner, Rayn101n 
Middleton, Alex Bergstrom, John and Mary Schmid, Jeff Swinebroad, and 
Joe Cadbury, were also busy. 

Without Wilde Mellencamp and her crew of assemblers we "'10Uld never 
have had a viorkshop manual. (Lbrothy Bordner• s section of the manual, 
lost for two ~eeks in the mail, could not be included: it is published 
elsewhere in this issue under the title "Novice Project Planning" -Ed, ) 

Last but not least, you who attended the workshop deserve credit ~!! 
being so cooperative about moving from session to session. It was ra-' 
a fast pace t 

Mary Rebecca Cregar, Chairman 

EBBA NEWS 

WHO IS BANDING THE MOST OF WHAT - 1961 
Edited by Lillian Cardinali 
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_,i,er of reports received : 67. Number of birds banded: 145 761 
,unest number of birds banded : 15,801 (by Leroy Wilcox and waiter• Terry) . 

.throated HUJJ1D1ingbird Robert Lebennan (Pa. ) 18 
ted Kingfisher Stuart Henderson (Mass. ) 1 J 
okt•r Leroy Wilcox & Walter Terry (N. y. ) 155 
ellted Woodpecker Benton Basham (Tennessee ) 2 

a,,J-bell ied Woodpecker Mrs. H. M. Church (Va. & Md.) 16 
fellow-bell ied Sapsucker Mr. & Mrs. s. s. Dickerson (N. J. ) .58 

't!/ Woodpecker Mrs. J. Ibwns (Vennont ) 19 
~111\Y Woodpecker Washington Crossing Banding stati on (Pa.) 75 

tern Kingbird Dr. & Mrs. R. Gammell (N. Dakota) 26 
tem Phoebe Walter Bigger (Pa. ) 448 

r,11ow-be llied Flycatcher Harry Tyler, Jr. (Maine ) 48 
ia~ Flycatcher Walter Bigger (Pa. ) 19 

111 s Flycatcher Ted Van Velzen (Michigan) 35 
st Fl.yea tcher Walter 81.gger (Pa. & N. J. ) J5 
tern Wood Pewee Mrs. H. M. Church (Va. & Md. ) J2 

rned Lark Dr. & Mrs. R. Gammell (N. D. ) 441 
~ swallow Charles Huntington (Maine) 214 

,swallow Hannon Nodecker (N. Y. ) 375 
Swallow Ralph K. Bell (Pa. ) 51 7 

t Swallow Dr. & Mrs. R. Gammell (N.D. ) J20 
e Martin Ralph K. Bell (Pa.) 115 
Jay Mrs. Willis Geis (Conn.) 4J5 
n Crow Stuart Henderson (Mass. ) 40 

ck-capped Chickadee Harry Tyler, Jr. (Maine) 239 
lina Chickadee Vernon Rossman (Maryland ) 51 
al Chickadee Ted Van Velzen (Michigan ) 5 
ed. Titmouse Gail Cannon (N. J.) 44 

~-breasted Nuthatch Mary Jane Wolcott (Michigan) 35 

reasted Nuthatch 
Creeper 
Wren 

r Wren 
~k•s Wren 
\na Wren 

-billed Marsh Wren 

Mabel Warburton (N. J.) J5 
Mr. & Mrs. s. s. Dickerson (N. J. ) 96 
Mr. & Mrs. s. s. Dickerson (N. J.) 281 
Robert Leberman (Pa. ) 71 
Mary Jane Wolcott (Michigan) 19 
Benton Basham (Tenn. ) 15 
Benton Basham (Tenn. ) 25 
Betty Knorr (N. J.) 9 
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