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AN IRREVERENT HISTORICAL NOTE ON EBBA

By C. Brooke Worth

The recent appeal by President Dater for early issues of our sparkling
journal (see EBBA NEWS, Vol. 24, No. 4 - July-August 1961) contained some
incidental historical information pertaining to the status of our organiza.
tion at the time when the newsletter first appeared. Unfortunately I no
longer possess my file of these leaflets, but I do happen to remember cer-
tain events and circumstances that may be of interest to our present mem-
bership, most of whom have joined EBBA at a much later date.

It requires someone like Beecher Bowdish, Raymond Middleton or William
Papper, Jr. to go back into really ancient history, for my first contact
with EBBA was as recent as the early 1930's. Just prior to this era,
something rather odd must have happened for the society had dwindled to
practically nothing as regards geography, membership or any sort of con-
structive program for meetings or exchange of information on a broad basis.
Officers, as I recall, consisted solely of Philadelphlans: Dr. William Pep-
per, Sr., President, and William Pepper, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer. Meetings
were called when someone had the urge, and this was once or twice a year,
perhaps, and at these times a handful of people, some of whom I have for-
gotten, met at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia to exchange
local banding anecdotes., I remember scarcely any formal papers except the
Secretary-Treasurer's report, and I belleve that none of these communica-
tions was recorded in a recognized publication.

Besides the Peppers and Ray Middleton, we could always count on John
Gillespie and a Mr. Bailey (both deceased) to give us a solid Philadelphia
majority. Mabel Gillespie was another anchor then as now. A foreign in-
trusive element consisted on rare occasions of Beecher Bowdish, Jeff Gill
or Mrs. Marie V. Beals and her inventive husband, all of whom must often
have felt that their trips from the New Yorx region had been scarcely
worthwhile, although we profited immensely by them.

I confess that I was quite content with the set-up, for I was a new
local bander, and among these experienced Philadelphia giants I could al-
ways be sure of authoritative answers to questions. EBBA would have con-
tinued to slumber so far as I was concerned.

But then Carlton M. Herman appeared. In 1938 Carl was completing his
work on blood protozoa of birds under Dr. Hegner at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity at nearby Baltimore. He had just spent a summer at the Austin Ornith-
ological Research Station on Cape Cod, where he came to appreciate the
value of studies coordinated between the laboratory and marked or banded
forms of wildlife in the field.

Cigar between young lips, he came up to one of our meetings at the
Philadelphia Academy, frankly to "case the joint" for its potential use-
fulness to ornithological science. By the end of the comfortable and
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