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BOCK RREVIEWS For the bander, the section on sexual, seasonal and age differences
ivn‘plv.lmage coloration will be of particular interest. Without detailing
ey feather the plumage sequence of such dimorphic species as the Scare
ot Tanager, Roge-braasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Bobolink, Red-winged
ackbird, and Orchard and Baltimore Orioles, are well defined.

Fundamentals of Ornithology by Josselyn Van Tyne and Andrew J, Bergen
published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York. 624 pages, price 31100,
There 1s a student edition. 3

This book was written to give a background to students intengip 4
do graduatz work in ormithology. A statement of this sort should not (.
the serious bird bander or deter hlm from using the book. There ig m{§f~
useful and enjoyable mabterial in the book for banders. Background nevap
hurt anyone. 3

Ninety-five pages are devoted to courtship, nest.bullding, eggs and
sung. 1ncluded under eggs is a discussion of X and Y chromosomes. *The
¥ orm cells of most animals contain either an X or a Y chromosome ...
srtilization by a Y-bearing sperm produces a male.” “The situation 1s
yrferent in birds ... in birds all spexm cells contaln an X chyromogome,

The bander will probahly start reading Chapter 3, Plumage and Molta
as banders are much concernad with age determinatlon using sequence of 1
mage as & yandstick. "The Horned lark acquires the fully adult Plumage
the time of tha post juvenal most - in late summer or early fall . at
three months." "Most passerine birds acquire the adult plumage by thg p
post nuptial molt - 14 months."

“The Houge Wren and Bluejay probsbly cause wore destruction of eggs
and young than do most of the hawks.” The tople of breeding pavaslilem
prings us up to date on the research on that subject,

At the conclusglon of the 95 papes perhaps the best in the book is the
topic “Problems for Study". “lhe gstory of no North American bicd
s so well known that further study s not needsd.” Heve Dy, Berger cone
tends that “a carefully written Ygeneral note! offten represents more work
and hag more gipnificance than a *major® paper?,

Chapter 9, Food and Feeding Habits, records data of interest to BBl
#adult seed eating birds eat about 10 per cent of their weight and in.
sectlvorous birds eat an amount equivalent to 40 per cent of their welght
daily." "A House Sparrow will starve in about 67 hours if deprived of
fond at 84° F, under experimental conditions.” "Nuthatches, House Spar.
rows, Tree Sparrows, Cardinals, ete., regularly go without eating for 15
hour periods during the winter wonths in such northern states as Michi.
gan,"

]

The Lagt chapler, common and scientific names of bilda,
siation of the sclentil
would have been of g help to the
the use of scisntlific names in

is done in forvelpgn countries, There ia 2 delightiul
ence To Lewonomys  M...the beginnin ident. should not
, L& ©o be overwvhelusd by taxononic pape 3 he will be
enconraged LT we express the t it is doubtiul T over a

third of the avian taxonomic pape ! 7 The past 60 years

could have

ic names as is

Chapter 13, The Classification of World 3irds by Families, is not
without interest., Ormithological sources 1listing ths so-called best;
consunes 6 pages. Last and not least is the fine TGlossary, pp. 559-536.
For those of us who aren't on speaking terms with ornithological jargon,
this will act as a "trot" in reading and enjoying the hook.

published d 7
are worth the peper they are writien one® (Po 3737)

T think it is unfortunate that Dr. Berger’s book, Bird Study, (re-
viewed below =Ed.) didn't precede Fundamentals in publication. I like
the style of writing in both books and use both frequently, especially
Fundamentals.

shrations far L the numerous photopgiaphs
ig a plictuee of a blacksnake eating a nestling
anihor hags suceeeded in an unngsual accompliszhe

d@leanor &, Dater XX

KR
Bird Study by Andrew J, Berger, 359 pages, published by John Wiley & SorSilgs BEULY 3 The Bat Banding News - Fall, 1960). No one ghouid
Inc., New York. June 22, 1961, price $9.00. Also available in textbook B CARLFULS (¥rom The & »

handle bats without gloves. 7The rabies problem ls wveal.
Rubber gloves are satisfactory for bandling small bats.
A glove can be placed on one hand with the other free for handling the
band. Rubber gloves are rather fragile and don't last very long, part-
(icularly in cave banding. A tight.fitting leather dress glove may be

edition.

Bird Study will be placed next to Peterson and Pough on many a bird
watcher's night table or desk.





