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Fundamental s of Orn ithology by ,Joss elyn Van Tyne and Andrew J. Bereer 
publi.shed by John \•liley & Sons, Inc., New York. 621} pa~es, price $11' 
The re is a student edition. • ?5, 

This book was written to give a background to students intending t 
do gradu a.t'=' work in ornithology. A statement of this sort should not. s~ 
the seri ous bi:rd hand e r ur deter h:1.m from using the book. There is llit\cha~ 
useful a nd enjoyablP. material in the book .for banders. Background ne'\1"3 
hurt anyone. r 

The bander will proba.hly start readi.n[! Chap ter J. Plumag e and Molts 
-'ls handers are much concemad with age detBrn1in a.t l on u s i ne seq 11en c9 of Pl,i 
m:i.ge as a yaro.stlck. "Th8 Horned Lark acquires tha fully adult Plitt~ge at 
the timn of th, :> p0st juvanal !!lost - in late summer or early fall - at about 
three months." "Most p:clssP.rinH birds ac quire th e adult pllllllage by the first 
po:,t nuptial molt - 1t1-month,_,." 

8hapter 9, Food and Feeding Habits, records data of interest to all, 
"Adult seed eating birus eat about 10 per cent 0f their weight and ln­
sectivo~-ous biros eat an amount equ.ival•,mt to 4-0 per ct'::nt of their weight 
daily." "A Hou,5e Sparl"01,1 will <,tar..re in about 67 h0urs if deprived of 
food at 81-1-° F. under experimental conditions." "iluthatches, House Spar­
rows, T!'P,e Sparro~•s, Cardinals, etc •• regul::i.rly go witho 1lt eating for 15 
hour periods during the winter m0nths in such northern sfates as Michi­
gan." 

Chapter 1 J, The Classification of Wo::-ld ""lirds by Families, is not 
i,ithout interest. Ornithological '.;OUrces listing the so-called best; 
consumes 6 pages. Last and not least is the .fine '.Jlossar,r, PP• 559-5,%. 
For those of us who aren't on speaking terms with ornithological jargon, 
this will act as a "trot" in reading and enjoying the book. 

I thlnk it is un.fortunate that Dr. Berger's book, Bird Study, (re­
vle;1ed below -Ed.) didn't precede Fundamentals in publication. I like 
the style of w:dting in both books and use both frequently, especially 
Fundamentals. 

El~anor i. Dater ttt 

Bird Study by Andrew J. Berger, J89 pages, published by John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc., Ne,1 York. June 22, 1961, price $9.00. Also available in textbook 
edition. 

[3ird Study will be placed next to Peterson and Pough on many a bird 
watcher's night table or desk. 
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For the bander, the section on sexual, seasonal and age differences 
plumage colo ra tion will be o f part i cular int eres t. Without detaiUng 

i~rY' feather t he plum ag e seq uence of su eh dimo rphi c sp ec ies as the Scar­
et Tanager, Hoae -broa ste d Gro :,beak, fod j_go Bunting , 8obo l:\.nk, Hed-w:\.nged 
~~a.ckbird, and Orchard a nd i:Ja lt. 1more Ori oler;, a re well de flned. 

Ninety .. fiv o pages are de voted to courtship, m, st ,nbu:i..ld:i.ng, ogr:r; and 
ung. Included under eggs is a disc u~s:\.on of X and Y chromosomorJ. "Tho 

'I" rm cells of most animals contain ei th e r an X or a Y chrorno:,ome •• , 
f rtUization by a I-bearing sperm pr(l due;e[; a_ mal e . 13 11'.l'he s it,uatJ.on is 
di.!ferer.1t in birds ••• in birds all sperm cells con ta :l.n a n X chro1,1osomo ." 
ioh:romosomes in birds are soniEstimes re fe r 1-ed to a r; Z a nd W rnth er thnn 
~ and Y," 

11').'he 11oune ~.11°011 and Oln ej~ 1.y pr obabl,Y' ca. u:, 0 @H'l·l d(HrL1·1wt1.cm o f E.gl<~1 
and yo tmf{ th :.m do mo s t <Jf th e lw.wlc1;" 11 'J.'h<~ t.oplc: oJ.' h 1·eec:Ung p:.tf<1-~J:Ll.m1i 
bringr; ut1 up to da te on t ho 1'er,e,J_1•eh on t ha t. sub.Jee ,;. 

J\t the c;(mcl u :Jlon <:>.f th e 95 p;:1.go u p~n•hap: :; th ~l b c~:,t 1.n t he look i :, the~ 
topic "Px·<)bl errw f or· !3tuc.J..f11• '~'.l'ht,: JJ.:ftl hi.~;to ry o.f no N()d;h .Au1c• r:i.c1rn b:Lr'd 
1s so wc~ll kno,m t.lw. t i.\!.x0 t.hr~ :.:· stud y :1.:, not noed ,:;d. 11 l!c-.:.·(• D.-..",, B,:1:r.p;wr ,~on-~ 
tend:. t h~tt '1::i. cat-eftd.ly wr:!.:Vi:.1':,)n ug;«m~::<"cl.1 ri.oteu oft,3n rr~r.n-eser:ri",s mo:,_-e 1,oi•k 
and ha ,s; moJ~<• ui 17;x1l.fic~.;1w.:r:! tlW.l'l :,i. 9 rnaj c)l:'" p,J.r,e r 10

" 

'J.'h(•, l iJn':. c.:bapt<.a)!", (~C@.\IJIJ l'l a nd wc::ient:l..J-'i(~ na:ow;s o i' bLr.:k1, ,.~(n 11d h,;v e 
been :l.J.,tp )•uv-~id hy e;iv-'in.g 'i:,lic,, p :ronunciati ,:,n of th<• s ,:::l <:lritif:Lc J ::i.ltH~'' a i; i:, 
done J.n th'7 /LO , U" Cht:lc k l.:l.s t, , 'I'h i:;; 1~ould 11.,.ve h,::,~n , r 1?:1-e.~.t. help to t h<s 
•1eatr11.n• 11

0 and mn,J.d no doubt <.,n 00 1.1r;;1.g:;, the u:;;0 .:,f scla, i,ti.L'i•~ 111-un\'::, 1 .. l'l 
conve:r·se-L:1.on, a~1 :Ls don.<=: i:n foreign r':ourrl;rl,~,~" Tlv:1r-e is a d<~l:l.ghti' 1.1L 
stat omeni: i n :n/ <,:l'.'t'!n1~r;, t.o ,:.r~'Ji.Otl<)niy : ".,,,,,t h,~ br:agi11nin1; zt 11.d0nt :;hou.ld not 
allow 11-·msc~lr 'Lo b<:, ov,~rwhc~l med b:r t; u.c,uomil; pap ~r :s. P,B:rh,':!.,1,.; hH t·iill br;;i 
encou.l."!"1.gecl if ,,1<~ sg171,~ss t.hr~ opOLni(m th: ?·,:. t is do 1.tJ.:i+,·"l;,l th.'.!.t ,;,v0r a 
thir d of t he r1vi;111 'i;~xonorni.c papi,i:rs publ:i.s lH• d durinn: t he pc1.ot 60 Y<$Al'S 

are W(lrt:.h 'i:.h<:l fl,·>.p<'n' 'i;,hc';)y aN wdtt en O lo,, (Po })7)-

'l'll e J i n<•) i:l xa: \,•lng ill 1.:;tr ·1:1.t.Lon::; .r.~.r· e:iniel th e nLti.nerou :;; ph.o·togn.p h:~ 
with orn,, (;) 1..(:<"pt i on. 'J:b.3.t is a p i et u.~ o.i:' :,1 bl:1e lrnn:,1.l(1; e:~.tinr 6 ,,. n,~:;;tl ' nr~ 
Rufot1s~r;Jcled 'J10t-Jhee" 'T''1'1t, u.nthor hao ::;ur:c~~c1ded in a.ti 1.1n1Js 1.:,.al &.ceompl:l.:,h-­
ment~ glving t h<'l ,;'(;)ad.01' ~- tf 1:;,te o f hi., pe :r,3onali t y in a t ex t h,·o k,, 

BE CAtrnli'UL? (J!'rom 'l'ha Bat. Drmclln g Nm•rn •• li'a.11. ·i 960). No on<~ should 
handle bats without ; glo V~}Sa 'l'he l'a b:!.~l[1 probler,1 :ls 1'0 fllo 

Rubber gloves are satis f ac t or y for band l Lng fflll.8.ll h:i.tso 
A glove can be placed on one hand with the othor fre 0 for handling the 
band. Rubber gloves are rather fragil0 and don't last very long. part­
icularly in cave banding. A tight-fitM .ng leather dress glove may be 
Useful. 




