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RARISSIMA AVIS 

"Q,,, f the Ra.rest Bird of all t 
.,., ar the lawn of my aun • 

Is the bird on d bright blue eyes, 
It has QUITt short legs~an it hops or flies, 

.. 0 wh1 te w,,en 
And si..ows n ) of moderate size, 
And is only (shkeh says a curious slant. 

But its bea as 

d t~ice last week, 
It was there on Monday ~n t boy Bertie• 

It was seen by her y ~~CULIAR note, 
And it uttered a REA.LL "'t and a mark on the throat , t small dark cres, 

And i s t f the Bird she wrote 
Remind rrry Aun ° t · , 30 

To the FIELD abou • in • 

1 f my aunt? bird on the awn o ,, .. 
0 • what is the d 11 the books in vain, 

I have searche ah to the Arctic Smew 
From the Alpine Choug 11 dark crest are few), 

(For birds ~ th a s~t's something new, 
But my aunt is s~~eas plain as plaint For she saw i 

tis eighty-four, 
The age of my au? twelve by three, 

And her lawn is t Birds drop down 
But there do the Rares and buff on the crown, 

With their bright blu~ !;e:nd old Miss Brown, 
Ad are seen by the Vic 

n But NiVER vouchsafed to met 

. " J K Stanford , published From "A Bewildennent of Birds by • • Submitted by Mrs. 
Hart-Davis, Soho Square . 1 9 54 by Rupert 

FOR SALE 
To EBBA Members Only 

MULTI-CELL GATHERING CAGES 

th ar varnish. 
wooden, beautifuhlly ftisn~;h~t:;ial:Pand small la Light weight, order wit cos 

These boxe s are made to Price~ are as follows : 
charges by hobbyist . 

May be 

8 cell • • .$1 o. 00 
1 O cell • • • 1 2 • 50 
12 cell• • • 15.00 
15 cell • • • 18.75 
16 cell• • • 20• 00 

Will be ordered through Treasurer. shipped collect , 
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NOT.C.:S FROM TH.i: AOU }'~£TING IN AUGUST 1960 
By Ibroth.y L. Bordner 
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T~e ADU meeting in Ann Arbor was the usual full and interesting 
I must confess that the art and museum exhibits and the pre

sslonf the Wilson Society library and other libraries were so tempt
oe ~t I played hooky from th e papers sessions part of the time to do th

ketching and some research on a sumnter project which I undertook 6 
\on-o rnithologist friend of mine. r a 

Dr, J. Bruce Falls of the University of Toronto reported on a study 
ad out in Algonquin Park on the determination of territorial bound

ri using tape-recorded songs. The size of territory was detemined by 85 

ount of reaction the resident birds gave to the taped songs of 
aino;f the same species. Songs of birds not resident in the area pro-~ a much greater reaction than the songs of neighbors. (This use of 
ree0rded songs interested me very much because I would like to see 

;ethod tried to attract birds to bird banding traps and nets. We 
of teu thought that a record of the Evening Grosbeak food call or of :Co Evening Grosbeak .fight would get results - although what ~e would 

t1ith more E.G.'s I don't know.) 

Atter giving a brief history of the problem, Dr. George J . Wallace 
Ktch~gan State brought the Robin versus insecticide story up to date 

a report on the 1960 season. Weekly counts were made on the campus 
, On April 18, 36 Robins were found. This was the largest count and 
first dying Robin was found later that day. From this date the num-
dropged weekly until only three were found. Less than half a dozen 
foqnd in the whole residential area surrounding the study area. 

ve-ac:bi ve nests were found during the season - ten of which were 
ures and the other ho contained two young each. At least 80 other 
es of birds in addition to Robins have been found dead of DDT poison

, ~~obigan State now has the equipment to analyze the dead birds found. 
process is quite complicated and time consuming. An explanation and 
nstrat1on of the equipment was included on the Saturday field trip. 
eggs have shown a small amount of DDT in them. 

Mrs. i!:leanor litter gave a descriptive paper on the esophageal di
culum of the Collllnon Redpoll illustrated with some unusually close-up 
slides. This was the result of observing swelli ngs on birds filled .tood. 

Dr, R. A. NcGabe of the University of Wisconsin reported on selection 
lolled nest boxes by House Wrens. Oil cans were used as nest boxes. 
lleiie fastened in a row with each painted a different color: red, 

fellow, blue and white. The colors were permuted at the various 0

na to prevent position errors from affecting the results. Red and 
lrl8l'e the preferred colors with no significant dii'ference between 
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November -Dece mber 19 . t be tried if the exp er iment 

suggested that bro"m migh 1 match the natural condit.i;e the two . It was lor would more near y 
d ince this co f 

repea te , 
5 

Toronto , gave a aac~~ 
f the Royal Ontario Museum~ extinct North Amertca11 

Dr. Paul Hahn o search for specimens of so ~ eons develo ped into 
tin g account of ~is191 8 lookin g for Pa ss enge~ ~f America and Europe, 
birds. A start n xtinct species throughout ~ens for museums and stu_1; 
l ooking for many e e .for acquiring many spec du st As of August 1960, 
has been respons;bl re hidden away gathering in• museums and pri'Vate 
hopes to learntho f~~lo;Jing numbers of specimens 
he has found e 77 
collections: Great Auk 54 

Labrador Duck 354 
Eskimo Curlew 1417 
Passenger Pigeon 680 
Carolina Parakeet 421 
Ivory-billed Woo(dp~c~~inctl) 289 
Whooping Crane no 

trated an inexpensive 
es showed slides and demons who wish to take clo 

Mrs. Betty Carn ht be of interest to banders er slide size. It 1 
Kodak camera that mdig The slides produced aretsuio s et The main ad 

f tive bir s. ha no gadge s • 
0 

· 
ups o cap handle since it s d for close-up s. ne a 
extremely easy to . the great depth of fiel d the other setting 
tage of the camera is focus of 7 to 14 inches a~nce it can be used o 
gives a range of s~~ camera is not vers~il~c!ures would have direc 
14 to 2o+ inchesd. l e ups therefore' a h arnera can be obta i:ned, 
for flash lighte cos -ti~ about $41 and t e c 
front 1.ightin~. t~~e s~;;ly houses. * 
only through en 

State College, Pennsylvania 

MIST NETS 

We want sus tain 
t make a profit on net s••• to become a 

( EBBA does not want 60 t or more a year, it pays 
. if you use ne s members • • • 

taining member. ) 

Mist 
Four Shelves 

Nets now availableA~tive Member 

$1.25 5 Meter 
9 " 

12 11 

2. 50 
2.85 

120 Meshes Deep 
sustaining Memb!!?, 

$1 .25 
2.00 
2.35 

Purchaser must id on orders over $5.00. 
Postage pa h ld accompany order. Remittance s ou 

Dater• Box 242, Ramsey' New Send to: Mrs. J.Y. 
Jersey, 
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BIRD RINGING IN THE CANARY ISLANDS 
By- Stanley and El ise Dickerson 

Tlle authors arrived at Baja.mar , Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain, on 
er 7, 1960 for the purpose of banding birds on Tenerife under the 

ootoioes of the canary Islands Ornitho l ogical Expedition directed by Dr. 
a11sp weeks, M.D. , and remained until November 2. carries 

The canary Archipelago consists of a group of thirteen islands, 
of which are inhabited . They lie off the northwest coast of Africa 

IJf\'
8
~ 80 .miles west of Rio de Oro ( south of Morocco) and 3400 miles south

tbO: of New York City . The island of Tenerife is one of the largest of 
dX'OUP, 52+ miles long and 31 miles wide, covering an area of 790 
~8 mile s. The general terrain is mountainous and of volcanic origin. 

Baja.mar is a small Village located at the north end of the island on 
west coa st. The shore line is rocky and forms cliffs 50 to 60 feet 

i, Immediately to the rear of the village the ground rises continually 
1i ridges of rock attain a height of about 2300 feet. At the edge of 

tlflt inhabited area proceeding upwards and southeast,~ard are fields of ba
s sugar cane and cotton, most of the fields being enclosed with tt-ee

th' ond cistus. These fields are terraced and irrigated by means of 
orete water-troughs which are fed from lar~e earthen or concrete water 

6 where the rain water is stored during the rainy season . lJnculti
areas are covered with cactus, E.uphorbia spp. with scattered fig 

81 palms, castor bean and a few unidentified shrubs. Except for the 
uvat ed and irrigated areas the entire growth at Ba.jamar from the shore 

east~ard to the mountain ridges may be considered semi-desert. 

We began banding October 9th on the side of the mountain ridge east 
Bajamar at an elevation of about 1000 feet in an area surrounding a 

and a water tank. Nearby was an old abandoned dwelling of one 
with attatched co~1 a nd goat sheds. Contrary to the general barren.-
of the mountainside, in the area surrounding the spring for a distance 

about 900 feet we found scattered palms, fig trees, ma ny geranium.s, 
e, and a pomegranate tree; also a large st and of ba!Ilboo and a small 
of very large squash. All of this made excellent cover for birds 

the const ant dripping of the water at the spring must have attracted 
18.hy birds banded at this spo t . 

Neta were also placed in the garden of Casa Canariensis, home of 
Weeks, and in a small field about 50 feet to the rear of the house. 

On one occasion two nets were placed near an e)llpty water-tank about 
rds from Bajamar across th e Bajama.r - La Laguna road where Dr. w. 
Ski did most of his netting earlier this year, but no birds were 
in Spite of the fact that the nets were in position all of one 

Y.atiy birds, mostly Serins and Sparrows with an occasional wagtail 




