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Meantime I had draped all my belongings around on the trees to 
After breakfast we had a good walk and returned to camp to pack up to 
l Our fishing boat arrived early in the afternoon and sent a '11. 
a:8'~~; to take us off. In spite of a few discomforts I would like to 
have stayed on the islands much longer -- so much to see and do th~re 
We arrived safely back at Queenscliff about four p.m. and luckily I .ia 
offered a ride back to Melbourne as I looked altogether too much a vi 

to travel on the train. 

When the Convener's official report and summary arrived, I was 
amazed to discover that we had banded 1260 birds and had counted ?659 
individual s of 48 species. Besides the ones already mentioned, we sa 
Bar-tailed Godwits, Marsh Sandpipers, a White-headed Stilt, Pac~fic 
Gulls Australian Pilicans, Arctic Skuas, Swamp Harrier, Pere gnnes , 
Olcks: Spine-tailed Swifts, a Narrow-billed Bronze Cuckoo, Australia n 
Pipits, Ground-larks, Skylarl<s, Goldfinch (these last are introduced, 
birds), Starlings and House Sparrows. 

(Edi tor's note s: The Above report was taken from letters frol)A 
North to Mrs. Stanley s. Dickerson of Spotswood, N .J • Many EBBA lll8!11 
will remember Mrs. North as an indefatigable worker for two years at 
Island Beach. In spite of her 72 years, she put "Island Beachers" to 
shame with her boundless energy and her faultless record-keeping. EMD) 

"Bilati", 26 Tennyson st., Sandringham S 8, Victoria, Australia. 

NET REPAIR MATERIALS 

EBBA President .Eleanor E. later, 259 Grove St., Ramsey, N.J. llr1 
"The· export finn in Japan that supplies us with nets has graciously 
me two hanks of nylon transverse line for repairing or replacing brok 
line s A friend of mine is making heavy, nat aluminum needle s for 
weaVi~g the line through thee net. Anyone desiring line may have it 
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is enclosed with the request~ A 
charge of 25¢ will be made for the needle . State yardage needed. * * 

Four Shelves 

5 Meter 
9 " 
12 " 

MIST NETS 

Active MElllber 
$ 1.25 

2.50 
2.85 

Postage paid on orders over $5.00. Purchaser must have n 
permit. Remittance should accompany order. Send to: 
Mrs. J.Y. IR.ter, Box 242, Ramsey, N.J. 
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METHODS OF MIST NET ERECTION 

uest !or contributions - at the start of John Given's article 
(our ~;n of Mist Nets" in the previous issue - has resulted in three 
11,red ~bich, "11th a reprint from Inland Bird Banding News, follow:) 
916ces · 

}'lllond Bubb Starting with the poles, I found that a two-piece 
Bf Ba dison Ave. pole was much easier to transport than one long 
917 Ma pa section. Poles for a nwnber of nets can be carried 
fork• • very easily in a narrow cloth bag (my wife made such 

a bag of denim at very low cost.) The poles were 
cut from stock aluminum tubing, at around 22¢ a foot. 

the bottom section I made of 5/8" (inside diameter) aluminwn tubing 
• iong. The top section is made of ½" (inside diameter) aluminum 

fbing 5311 long. Now the outside diameter of the ½" tubing is a little 
re than 5/8", so a friend of mine who worl<s in a machine shop reamed ':t th:e 5/8" tubing so that the top section would slide neatly into the 

0 ttom section. Next, J inches from one end of the bottom section I put 
~)/18" bolt through the tubing to act a s a stop for the top section. 
1hf0Ugh one end of the top section I put a 3/16" pin to act as a top 
catch for the top trammel of my net. This top pin isn't nec essarily 
usfld all the time, if the net is needed close to the ground. 

Each met loop contains a rubber band, with a red one on the top 
trmmnel. The rubber bands hold the net in place without hooks on the 
,oles and can be adjusted very quickly . If I plan an early Saturday 
aqmi.ng set, I can easily set up my nets Friday night and hook all the 
i,mber bands on the hook at the top. This keeps the net compressed high 
111d 60.t of the way of night travelers such as deer, etc. (I have noticed 
aeer tracks under my net area on one such occasion.) Early Saturday 
.oming the net can be dropped open in short order. 

This next stop in my method is one of the biggest time savers in 
tbl !ield 1 but required some work at home to perfect. I realized that 
& major problem was to find a way to stake out the poles to hold my net, 

I planned a stake of aluminum that I can put in the ground and insert 
f/ bottem section on a pin. This was accomplished by making a wood 

ern of the stake and having it cast of aluminum (for lightness) at 
• nearby foundry. This cost will vary per foundry , but will be in the 
~hborhood of $1. 00 a piece. 

"'· Now I have a light weight stake that I can press into the ground 
,wilJJy foot, set my bottom section on the pin, hook the rubber bands 
Ind unroll the net to the proper distance 1 then repeat with the sec
pole. These stakes have thin ribs which help hold once placed in 

aeil or muddy spots. Once in a while a guide rope will be needed. 
"'1th this section arrangement, some extra sections can be made so 

net can be raised some to suit the terrain. 
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ed. on a 1 /8" masonite board shaped like a bow ... 
My ~~s ~=p~Y the net are hooked over a comer and wrapped 'bt 

The sta. g rd and over so the net wraps in the narrow cen 
fi11:~!h!t1:, ~~~ps are hooked over a paper clamp that can be 
::d up on the board so they are kept tight. 
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With this arrangement I can put up a net in less than 10 minute 
The more time saved on net erection, the more time the net s will WO 

for you. 

*** 
Albert Schnitzer 
155 Wild Hedge Lane 
Mountainside, N.J. 

I make each pole of tour pieces: 
2 pcs. _ J/4" OD x .049 wall x 4' m..1n1mum. 

long tubing 
1 pc. - 5/8" OD x an;r gauge x 1' ditto 
1 pc. _ 1 /8" x 111 cott er pin 

The piece or 5/8" tubing is drilled at its midpoint and fi;!ied 
the cotter pin. A piece or tape can be wrapped around it as a 
substitute. 
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5/8" tube will slip fit into the J /411 tubing like a sword in 
'l'h

0 
th one of the 3/ 4" tubes is hammered into the ground at the 

j.tS s11ea pot the 5/811 tube slipped into this as far as the cotter pin 
.. -roper 1

5 
w 'and the second J/ 411 tube fitted on top. ;iila l o • 

combination of diameters that will allow a slip fit (not too 
MIY) hould be acceptable. I use the sizes enumerated above only 

~se \hey are freque ntly left over from various jobs. further I 
~ us: ese sizes give about as rigid a pole as can be obtained from 
jJ1(i t rger aluminum and is almost as light as aluminum but is much 

~Ul11SY since it is slenderer. It is also much less laborious to 
S 

0 
d pack than long TV antenna poles. gan 

W)len h,a.mlnering the lower end into the ground, it is advisable to 
n the blows with a piece of wood in order to prevent distortion 

th~ tube end. I use a ½" steel pin to start. a pilot hole in rocky 

,P ·* .t t 

For my purpose, the 10' steel TV antenna masts are 
excellent. They are somewhat heavier than the 10' 
conduit pipes which I use for penn.anent location. 
The 1-1 / 411 diameter mast costs approximately $2,00 
from most TV wholesale supply houses. By sawing the 

lllllst i n half, it may be made into 5' lengths and then, by reversin g , 
sinaUer end telescopes easily into the larger end for about 4 inches. 

sawing the 1 0' mast in half, I drilled a small hole through each 
on about 411 down from the end which telescopes. The reason for 
ill explained later. 

These 5' lengths fit easily inside a station wagon or in the trunk 
:a sedah. 5' masts are also available at TV supply stores. Conse

tly , a pole 10, 15 or 20' can be conveniently erected. I manage a 
pole alone and find it comparative l y easy to manipulate after once 

used to it. However, when operating at this height, generally 
someone to assist. Not so much for necessity of erecting the 

and nets, as to assist in lowering them for easy access in extric
el'llileshed birds. 

Arter selec t ing a lane, I use a 3' iron pipe which has a shatp 
Wel ded on one end and a J / 4 11 bolt welded on the ot her. Then with 
e hanuner and a little elbow grease I drive this pipe a foot or 

lnto the ground. depth depending on the terrain, and then pull it 
n. Into this hole is placed the sawed-off end of the 5' mast. 

t ile netting lane a distance of approximately 40 , and her e I leave 
e hammer, the J ' pipe and the 5' mast to be us ed h .t er . 
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il bl e a small SOI.Ckle to out weeds. V1n 
While I usuall.Y have ba~ruc~ions which so often menace a netting 

brambles and oth er such O :ib l e to hew t hese entang l ements low eno-u 
lane. it is not alwa!~ fs8 it is being suspended from one pole to tll_e 
avoid snagging th en c1. 1 aut i on must be exercised 1n erecting t he 
other. Therefore spe a c t at all difficult, but when a bander 
With an assistant, thi. s 1 ; n~ecessity again proves t o be the motbe:r 
les the explo i t by himsel d, th foll owing is an example of one of th 
inve nti on.in many ways an e 

.J..tt hole drilled th rough each secti on of t he 
The reas on for th e li h 3 is to accomodate an 1811 p 

sawed-off mast, menti one d J11 h~ra~~st thro ugh this bole. The lo; 
of st iff wire or dowell w c s fo llowed by trammels 2, 3 & 4 l 
trammel is pla ced on th e pole /i~t, wire is to preven t t he trannnel 
in that order . The purpos~ ~ the s groun d and be coming entangled in 
from slipping down t he mabils. the net is being strung to the oth er 
weeds or bramble s . etc. w e 

dy faste ned on one pole' I proce ed to 
With the trammels alrea While hol ding the net high with one 

the net to i t s maximum l e~gthd weeds the other hand is free to pi 
keeping it away from brus an • t re t ching the net to th e e.xa.qt 
the 3' iron pip~; then by c~~ 11{h! iron pipe is j abbed into '~hat 
where the pole is to be anc r the trammel ends to a small nar row 
leaving both hands free to ti~ulders With the trammels eleva ted 
whi ch is fas t ened around my k 5 the n;t taut• both hands are r ree 
by standing at an angle ~o ~~nd with the sledge hammer. Into tbia 
drive the J' pipe into t e g :wed off mast The trammels are 
hole goes the ot her half of tth~ ~he ~ame orde~ as aforementione d. 
secured in place on this mas in 

t 1 5, two 5• masts are te l esco 
In order to elevate th e poles do. to• the 5• mast alr eady i n t 

together and this is then t:~:s:t: ~ 10, lightweight wooden stick 
ground. In order to raise ' d of this is attached a small 
bamboo pole :works nicel~• (To the en er the net after it has be en 
clothesline hook which is u sed f ~w the wooden pole under the u 
to the top of the poles ) . By P ac t f 15., or so The second t 
trammel, it can be p~shedd up the /:X:\h/~est of t):l.e \rammel s , work 
is then pushed up 15' an so on 
up each mast alternately. 

, i ht ffers little diffic ultf 
To extricate birds ~rom ~b~ 0 15~e h:igh~' unless one bands i n o 

an experienced bander. ~m adders are already available, it is a 
orchards or such. where 15 l h d in t he l ower pockets fi rst, 
help, while extricating birds erune~ e rin trammel by trammel un 
have someone carefully and sl owlythowe e~ost part of the net . 
last bird has been release d from 8 upp * 

peterson 
t,4.ven ~;ia.nd, Nebraska 
artnd :i;r,1and B.B.A.News) 
(fl'O"' 
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My year-round netting area is a shelterbelt 
associated with several nearby brush clumps 
and grain fields. It is located on the Grand 
Island, Nebraska, municipal airport property. 
I also operate baited tr~ps in this area. 

})ave found that placement of nets must vary with the seasons to 
I t results. lliring the fall , winter and spring seasons birds are 

~ ~\ls' present in small, restle ss flocks. These birds can often be 
~ en 1nto the nets by care.fully walking through the cover and herding 

'V9lt 
8 

a band of sheep. One soon learn s the more favored route s 
~ by birds, and the proper pattern of net placement is determined 

trial and error. 

J)ri:ving birds is an art in itself. If done too rapidly they may 
tar ov-er the net. If too slowly, they may disperse and drift around 

twaY' trom the net. The best method is to keep tnem hopping along 
t,usb to bush in low, short flights. At the critical moment one 
d st ep more rapidly so that the birds will flush forward directly 
the net. Sometimes a car can be parked in a location that will 
to direct the birds in a certain direction. An assistant or a 
crow made of an old coat can accomplish the same thing. 

At my shelterbelt , small flock s of birds occasionally break out and 
across a field to a nearby patch of red cedars. By placing a net 
ss the side of the patch facing the shelterbelt many birds are caught 
at t he end of their flight. Tree, Lincoln , Song and Clay.colored 
ws are the species most frequently netted by driving small flocks 

I usually set up J or 4 nets and move continuously f'rom one net to 
,next unt il I am thro ugh banding f or t he day. If the usual number 

s are present in the area, 4 ne t s are all I can take care of alone. 
t t t 

SHOREBIRD BANDING IN VERMONT 
By Bruce Adams 

When I went to Vermont to attend college , I anticipated plenty of 
sting banding . But I never expected that a major part of that 

~Ou.ld be with shorebirds. 

'Since 1957, Nonnand St . Jaques has been trapping shorebirds at a mud 
Ilea on the shore of Lake Champlain. Although we have since tried 
they have not been vecy successful as the birds seem adept at dodg

nets. The banding has been accomplished almost entirely with a 
Version of the all-purpose trap , shown in the diagram below. 




