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Next, on July 10, 1958 another bird was in the trap. Length 6 3/4n, head ~ 
brownish-grey with yellow eye-ring, bill - upper mandible grey, lower 
straw colored, skin around bill purple. Area between eye and bill was veey 
yellow, cheek-patch yellowish, under chin light yellow finely streaked 

1 with grey, prominent dark streak from bill down throat. The back and wit~ 
were grey, every feather edged with yellow, first 4 primaries edged with 
yell ow amd wann ;rash all over breast, extending to under-tail coverts. 
This bird was given band #56-121022. 

Bird #3. On July 16 another bird was in the trap. This one had white 
throat-patch, breast washed with light cream all over, mu.ch speckled with 
dark gray as if fe·athers had light edges on each one, appearing scolloped. 
Length 711• Given band #56-121026. 

Bird #4. This bird was larger than the others, being over 7½" inches 
long. The head was peppered all over with dark grey and light grey, light 
edges of feathers making it aprear scolloped. Breast similar to one that 
was released in Ramsey, only entire coloring mu.ch more brilliant, nearly f 

light orange. This bird had three small black fiies on it, but they escaped 
me. This bird was taken on July 17 and banded #56-121027. 

Bird #5. On July 17, one more of these queer cowbirds was in the tra-t>. 
This one was the smaJ.lest, being &}11 long and still some-mat dm-nzy-, but 1-
had the same yellow throat with dark lines on each side and yell owish sides 
of face and breast. Banded fS6-12l028. 

These birds will probably become normal-appearing adul.ts, but with the 
bands on, if any are retaken, it will be interesting to follow them and see.. 
We will be surely loold.ng for them next year. 

In connection with these birds we have some further observations. To 
begin with; we had within twenty acres of our house, three nests of Black
and-1'1hite Warblers, two msts of Chestnut-sided Warblers, 1 nest of Blue
winged Warblers and four nests of Goldfinches. We did not see nor trap any 
young Slue-winged or Chestnut-sided, only a couple of Black-and-white Warb
lers and very few Goldfinches. Perhaps other natural enemies were the 
cause but it is within the realm of possibility that Mrs. Cowbird was the 
cause' of it all. It seems to us very likely all these strange 6owbirds 
were the off~ring of one female. What do you think? 

38 Liberty Place, Rockaway-, N.J. 
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WHO IS BANDING THE MOST OF 1,JHAT? 
-Edited by Lillian Cardinali 

)(J The vireos and warblers banded by EBBA members durin~ 1957 are ~he 
½irds covered in this issue; swallows, thrushes, etc., will appear in 
the January-February, 1959, issue. Be sure to read the instructions on 
how to send in your reports of 1958 bandings. These instructions will 
follow immediately after this section. 

AOU VIREOS and WARBLERS 
m-Red-eyed Vireo Mr. & Mrs. s. s.Dickerson, 

James Baird, Ne,iport, R.I. 
Spotswood,N.J.S4 

626 P.hiladelphia Vireo Seth H. Low, Gaithersburg, Md. 
Rev. Roch Raible, Herman, Pa. 

628 Yellow-throated V. Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
629 Solitary Vireo James Baird 

631 White-eyed Vireo 
Joseph Cadbury, Phila., Pa • 
E. c. Clyde, Jr., Effingham, s.c. 
William Pepper, Chestnut Hill, Phila.,Pa. 

636 Blk & White Warbler James Baird 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 

("'R37 Prothonotory w. Mr •. ~ Mrs. Dickerson, Ralph Bell, James 
Baird, Eva Townsend -- each 

639 1,form-eating Warbler 
641 Blue-winged Warbler 
642. Golden-winged Warb. 
645 Nashville Warbler 

6u6 Orange-crowned W. 
6h7 Tennessee Warbler 

648 Parula Warbler 

650 Cape May Warbler 

652 Yellow Warbler 

654 Black-th. Blue W. 
1 
· i55 Myrtle Warbler 

657 Magnolia Warbler 

658 ,Cerulean Warbler 

Dr. Paul Fluck, Lambertville, H.J. 
Dr. Paub Fluck 
Mrs. Frank Townsend, Pompton Plains, N.J. 
Mrs. James Downs, So. Londonderry, Vt. 
James Baird 
John Dennis, Nantucket, Mass. 
William Pepper 
John Dennis 
William Pepper 
E. c. Clyde, Jr. 
John Dennis 
ja,mes Baird 
Bennett Matlack, Bridgeton, N.J. 
Seth Low 
James Baird 
John Dennis 
ltr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
John Dennis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
E. c. Clyde, Jr. 
John Dennis 
Rev. Roch Raible 
Bennett Matlack 
Dr; Paul Fluck 
Ralph Bel~ 
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659 Chestnut~sided w. 
660 Bay-breasted W. 

661 Blackpoll Warbler 

662 Bl.ackburnian w. 
667 Black-th. Green W. 
671 Pine Warbler 

672 Palm Warbler 

673 Prairie Warbler 
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John Dennis 
John Dennis 
James Baird 
James Baird 
William Pepper 
James Baird 
William Pepper 
Dr. Fred Crushaw, Rome, Georgia 
Fred R. Scott, Richmond, Va. 
William Davison, Orlando, Florida 
James Baird 
Bennett K. Matlack 
James Baird 

674 Ovenbird James Baird 
Joseph Cadbury 

675 Northern Water Thrusb Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
John Dennis 

675A Grinnel's Water Thrush Seth Low 
676 Louisiana Water Thrush John Dennis 

677 Kentucky-Warbler 
Dr. Charles filake, Hillsboro, N.C. 

Ralph Bell 
John Dennis 

678 Connecticut Warbler James Baird 

679 Mourning Warbler 
681 Yellowthroat 

Chandlers. Robbins, Laurel, Md. 
James Baird 
John Dennis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
Mrs. James Downs 

683 Yellow-bre~sted Chat John Dennis 

684 Hooded Warbler 

685 Wilson's Warbler 

686 Canada Warbler 

687 Redstart 

Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
E. C. Clyde, Jr. 
Rev. Roch Raible 
Seth Low 
John Dennis 
Dr. Paul Fluck 
James Baird 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson 
C. s. Robbins 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FUTURE REPORTS: When you make up the list for the , 
Banding Office ( the list that accompanies your schedules) make an extr ~ __:: 
copy and earmark it for EBBA NEWS. But please add the locality where 
the birds were banded. As John Dennis thoughtfully suggested in a 
lett .er to Mrs. Cardinali, it will be "nnich more meaningful to use a 

1
) system giT..Lilg the locality where the birds wer<3 banded. In this way 

your column would also be a kind of guide to where to go to band 
certain birds." 
. * i: * 
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BIRD BEHAVIOR OH LEAVING THE BANDER'S HAND 
By Frank P. Frazier 

~J These observations began in 195h and have been continued from time 
. < 0 t 55 :I.me since. For the purposes of this study, I have taken 3 random 

observations of different birds of 26 species. The number of observations 
for each species varies from 12h of Juncos to l of a Mourning Dove. 

The place where I do my banding and release the birds is beside the 
back door of my suburban home. Many bushes and at least six tall trees 
are within 60 to 90 feet away. Beyond 90 feet the actions of birds 
(except for those that take off high in the air for trees or woods that 
lie 500 feet away) cannot be observed because of intervening foliage 
or buildings. 

Of the 355 birds whose actions are recorded here, 129 (or 36%) flew 
out of sight where their further actions could not be observed. Blue 
Jays, Redpolls, Chickadees and Wood-peckers made no effort to hide. Only 
19~ of the Juncos'went where they could not be observed. But 3ot of the 
White-throats and Purple Finches, 4ot of the Song Sparrows and Fox Spar
rows and 80% of the thrushes, Catbirds, Towhees, Starlings and warblers 

.(~ew out of sight before alighting -- or hid in bushes or high on the 
·. :far sides of trees. 

138 (39%) of the birds made some sort of noise in the hand, on 
leaving the hand or immediately upon alighting. Most Dom,y Wood-peckers 
and Hermit Thrushes cried in the hand, for instance, and virtually 
evecy Chickadee said his name immediately upon alighting. All the Fox 
Sparrows and 6ot of the Juncos gave call or alann notes in flight. The 
remainder of the birds new off silently, for the most part. 

Once they lit, 50 birds (or 23% of the 226 that did not fly out of 
sight) just sat and looked around; 5% flitted from twig to twig; 9% 
mounted higher in the tree -- the Woodpeckers and Nuthatches up the trunk 
and the Blue Jays and others by flying or hopping up branch by brancho 

The remainder performed other actions. 18 birds of 11 different 
species (8%) bit at their bands. 74 (33%) shook their feathers back into 
place -- natural enough after being handled. Only one, a Flicker, was 

j ,.observcd to draw his beak through his feathers. ' . 
There were three other motions made by various birds: a pecking 

motion (although I could not see that their bills actually touched the 
branch or twig); a bill wiping motion (here, again, it was a gesture 
rather than the actual wiping of their bills -- I observed only 2 birds, 
both Juncos, who actually wiped their bills), and cheek wiping, once 
more .a gesture rather than a ·real wiping of the cheek on a branch. 




