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July-Mugust 1953
CEDAR WAXING RECOVERIES
by Arthur H Fast

Me biz run on the Cedar Taxwings occurred in the Spring of
1947, The story appeared in EBLA NEVE, Vol, 10, No. 12, December
1947, I heve not banded one Cedar Taxwing before or since that run.
The Tish end Tldlife Service has recently informed me that no
bandor ever has had a-similar run in the Easte. It has happened a few
times in the Vest, particularly in California. I have had no returns
on those Taxwings. :

(In as much as many present members of ERRA do not have access
to the 1ssue in question, the iditor has declded, in view of the
uniqueness of the original banding, to reproduce here the original
article by lirs Fast referred to aboves )

WMhis story begine as March 1947 came in somewhat lion-like,
Temperatures were low and the ground was covered with several inches
of snow. On these days a flock of about fifty Cedar Taxvings nade fre=
quent visits to the vicinity of the bird bath at our home ot Arling-
ton, Virginia, About two uarts of raising vere put out for them,
After making many feints and false starts, the bravest of these birds
ceme dowm for a tid-bit. Sooh they all were cagerly feeding in relays
at the newly-found banquet tables '

-

"On iiarch &th, the first Ceder Taxwing vas transed and bandeds A
few days later, several of these sleck and vell=groomed birds were on
the. tray feeding on raisinsj they could be secn at very cloge range
throngh our observation windows. “hen once establiched, they usually
came shortly after daylight, returning froquently mbil about 1 Dele,
then with decreasing frequency until the final fecding about 5 Deley
vhen they left for the day. After a time, the supply of ralgins was
gradually reduced and arles substituted. DBy late liarch, ten or twelve
helves of apples would, in one day, be 80 completely congumed that the
wind blew awey the paper-like skin that remeined, Relsins
were then usedsparingly., The epples kept the birds in close view for
longer periods of time then did the relens or currantgs To were able
to sharc these birds with meny of owr friends, Considerable time vas
gpent in picture taling by such bird photographers as lire Roger Tory

(and currents)
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Pedverson, Ir, Ralph & L@n.‘*l‘ca’xcu:,_.and Dr. Myron A, Elliott,

Miot more than 150 Texvings were observed at any one timc. By means
of the bandinz operations, we learned taat theso birds came in gucceggive
waves, A flode of twenty~five, fifty, or more of thesc birds would
appear and gwarm around and into the traps. Thege birds were 80 gregar—
fous thet by leaving one or two of thom in the trap, others of thelr kind
crowded around and soon filled our 12-celled Potter trap-sometlmes
two, or even three, birds belng trapped in one cell, For the next several
days, an increasing percentage of the birds tragped were repeats. The
birds also decreaged in nubers and were less esger to cnter the trap.
Then thig first happened, we hod the impression that ‘axwings were
about to lcave. However, in a few days or a weelk, another flock eame;
thelr behavior folldwed the same pattorn, Therc wore fewer birds in the
final wave, which decreased until the last bird vas sten on way 15,

Our incomplete repeat records imdicate that by far the greater porcen—
togo of repeats werc the most recently banded birds which entered the
trep with decreasing frequency. However, ten or twelve of the repeats
porgisted from near the peglnning until near the end. During the last
six wedss of tho banding operations, the total nunber of repoats
aryoroximated the total number of new birds banded. o Bohenian Wex—
wings were trapred or obgerved, although at the tine, reports persistod
thot thoso birds were seen in the genoral arce.

"Our 12—ccll trap was placed on the ground in full view from within
the housc, All of the Cedar Waxwinzs which wo banded sicre tolken from
this ono trap, excepting about fifteen which « 6nfered our one—cell

2A trap Tith vory fow cxceptions, the traps were operated only
prior to 8:15 a.m., on work dayse, and all day Satursday and Sunday se
120 Maxwingg vore banded on darch 15 and 163 75 on ilarch 29 and 303
and 101 on April 17, 18, and 19, Betwecn ilarch & and Vay 13, Wi BANDZD
A TOTAL OF &75 CTDAR TAXWINGS, ALL OIHER BANDERS in the United States
and Oanads reported to the U. S. Flsh and Tldlife Serviee a grand
totel of 356 Cedar Taxwings bonded for the year ending June 30, 1947,
Mo sceond hizhest bandor rosortod 206, the third highest, 44." By Mre
and lirg, Arthur E, Fagt, 4925 Rock Spring Road, Arlington T, Vas

Me followinz recoveriecg have beon reported to mo by the Fish
and Widdlife Servicosd '
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Band Mo, Date 3andcd Date Recovered Place Aecovercd
47-170865  3/16/1947  12/1/1947 Jackson, iississipni
47170682  3/9/1947 3/11/1949 Cameron, Worth Carolina
47-17470%  3/29/1947 4/15/1947 " Mlexendria, Virginia

(10 mi. from station)

- 7174709 3/29/1947  1/20/1948 Rocky liount, North
' . Carolina

L7-174985  L/19/1947 2/9/1949 Hackborry, Lomisiana
b % * £ 3 *

' CONCERWING FOREIEAD INJURIES

The following is from i¥rs Erncst E. “anck, 5 Davidson Avenuec,
Ramsey, Hew Jersey, one of tlic newer banders, and comcerns a toplc
which iIs of “intercst to 21l banders. Followin: i'rs. -anc's letter,
is & brief note from Faul E. Fluck, i#.D., 73 I, Union St., Lambert—
villc, N.J., vho tells what to do with birds vho do injurc their
'noscs!

"Durinz our banding_éxpe}iencc, we have discovered that a nunber
of birds had injured forecheads and, at times, also injured chins, when
removed from the trams. The couse scomed to be that, in their attemnt
to escane, they forced their mondidlea throush thic hardwerc cloth, and
since the openings were half inch squares, rcccived flesh wounds vhen
more than their bills protruded.

"Je experimented with quorter inch hardwarc cloth which, in every
instance so far has climinated the flesh wounds, although at times
the bill itself may at timcs be slichtly scraped.

"Some of ouvr trans had oponings provided for the purposec of
driving birds into gatheringz cazes, This alweys sccmed a difficult
operation, so we constrcutod trapeg, onc 27" x 24N and another bt x
247", with owenings for the removal of birds by hand. Practically any
part of the trap can bo made 'out of bounds' for a bird if darkened.





