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CONCERWING COLOR=:ARKILG AND HETS

The following lotter, written by Scth H, Low, socms sufficicntly
Important to brinz to the attention of members of EBBA. Dated Fcbruary
5s 1953,. 1t was written to Dr, Alden H, idller, iuscum of Vertcbrate
Zoology, Berkceley H, California, In the following, the uwnderlining is
by the Editor; in the sixth paragraph, the words tstationary! and
Imanipulated! in conncection wvith nets were originally underlined by
Mr., Low, The lettoer is rcoproduced herc in its entircty, with the coxcep—
tion of the last parasraph vhich mecrely dealt with the sugzestion
that the lettor be called to the attention of the various areal
banding groupsa

"Your letter of January 26, 1953, relative to the memorandum of
December 29, 1952 from Director Day to holders of federal bird banding
permits is at hand.

"There is no intent on the part of this Service to hinder
roscarch on migratory birds by the use of markings but rathor to facil-
itate it, The mcmorandum was occasioned by definite nced to control a
rccent increesc in the use of maricings of 21Y sorts, some of which
proved to be definitcly objectionable, e wore particularly concerncd
about some types which proved injurious and werc resulting in some
scvere criticism, (Soc note later in this issuwe re this,—Ed. )

"lc would like to point out that both conditions cnd with this
statcment "Unlecss specifically stated on the face of this permit? and
the last paragraph reads "If your presont banding sctivitics indieate
the nceed for sm cxception to be specifically stated on the face of your
permit, .plecase return your present permit diréctly to the Bird Banding
Office, fatuxcnt Rescarch Refure, Laurcl, Maryland, with a dectailed
Statcment of andthe justification for the cxcoption which is desirod®,
Itwould not scem that it is asking too much of a bander to do thig in
vicw of the nced for keoping the marking program under controls (Bclow,
in paragraph 5, iir, Low mentions the nced for coordination of color-
marking within a particular species, cepecially if mombers of that
specics are banded in larze number, Cbviously, it would nullify one
banders results if his birds werce to internix with those color—bended
by other persohs wsing o similar scheme, henee the need for some means
of assigoment of marking systems, 0 tce——Hds )
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UThe first condition does not spocifically montion colored~leg—
bandg but is an all incluslve restriction on all types of marking with-
out prior sporoval nor doos thac memoranduwn awywhore gtato or infer that
the uge of eolorci~lop-bandg ymuld be regtricted or curtailedsas of
thig date, it is belicved that most of tho cooporators who wish to usc
colorod~lca-bandg have roturncd thelr permits with a request for such
authorization and in most cascs those have alrcady beon aproveds

Mhile tho valuc of colored-leg-bands has long boen rocognized,
the promiscuous and independent uso, of such bands (espcciallyhﬁﬂ.) on
mi:r;EBrX birds by one individual cannot be permitted to jeopardizc
cooporative rosional studics already in progress. This epolics to
Fvening Grosbeals and lMourninZ Dovos at prescnt. Additional narlcing
of such g ocies should be goordinatid with studice already in progress
so that confusion will not rosult which will nullify tho valuc of
both studics.

-

Mo second conditlon doecs two 'things, namolyt_(a) e pxisting
regulremonts that cach individual trap and net must bear a faz or label
showing the nemo, address, and poriib nuiber of tho opcrator is
modificd to permit tho nogting of tho lmmediate arca with 3-1155 posters
in liou of tazging cach and cvory trap and not. (Some banders do not
socm to be aware of the roquiramont, which has cxisted for some time,
that cach trap and other dovico of capturc be marlzed individuallys
actually, this now recaquircment is to caso $ho means of compliance with

this varticular rcquircmont.——ﬁﬂ.) Postors may be requistioncd by mcans

of tho request postcard (form 3644 ) the somo as bands ond othoT
guplics. (b) Controls end limits thc usc of gtationary ncts such as
tie Jajancso iisgt nots and Italian Bird ncteg for PUrposes of bandinz,
and is not considcrod as gpplying %o manipulated nebse

"The control and limitations of the usc of stationary ncts, in
particular the Japancsc nisgt ncts, has bcen neccssitated by the
following considcrations?

1. The realization that thesc ncts arc non-soloctive and cxcoed—
ingly cfficiont for talzing birds. ( Ticrofore, demand quick and ablo
agsistance in thoir oporation.——Ed.) '

2, That ocrm®ts have beon isuued to persons who arc sufficicntly
(7-Ed,) quolificd to identify tho comzon spocl os vinich come b0 feed-
ing stations but vho arc mot compotent to jdcntify all the warblers,
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vircos, flycatchers, thrushos, otce (In this connection, it has been
apnarcnt to your Iditor that therc arc some persons vho arc now
liconscd cooperators who arc uttorly unfitted, for various roasons, to
bo ontrustod with banding opcrations vherein the value of later
capturcs usually depends on thc accurate identification of the person
banding thc bird, Onc casc in point concerns 2 bander who visted theo
writor!s station who was unable to identify a common dbird in onc of
the traps, calling it an cntircly difforent specicess tho other case
concerns that of a person vhom the writer would not cndorse bocause of
gross inability te ildentify cven common birds yct who later was grantced
a permit, Rosponsibility for this doos not rest with the Banding Office
but rather with the persons on whom they have to depoend for rccommenda—
tions. In this conncction, it has occurrcd to tho proscnt wwitor that
the rogional associations, such as EBBA, might do well to formmlate
somc schemo vhich would bettor cnable the Bandinz Offico to issue permits
only to qualificd personse—~Ed. ) )

3, That nots may not, likc treps, bo loft unattended for brief
intcrvalse :

4, That oporators of ncts must be cxtromely paticnt individuels with
good cycsight, ‘ )

5. That actual first hand instruction in rcmoving a dbird is a
prercequisite, i

Mhe use of ncts will be limited to the most cxpericnced and
compctent of the banders, Zrimc consideration will be siven to where tho
nct 1s to be usod and the immediate surroundinsg of the site; not to
tho availability of the birds or the desire to talke a speclal specics
vhich cannot bo taken by othor and by morc sclective meanss (In this
conncction, it‘might Do remarked that many peresons react unfavorably
to nots, thus givinz risc to ériticism of the whole banding wrogram,
as well as to the fact that many persons of rccent Juropoan residence
aro lod to rccall thc uso of such nets in their native countrics and
might bo led to attcmmt their use hera,-=Ed, )

"Apropos of banding permits this might bc a good timo and place to
call attention to the following:

1. In two issuos of Bird Banding Notes cooperators have been
adviscd to bring thoir bandinz permits up-to-dates It is evidont that
sormc heve failcd to do so and arc not now in posscssion of valid permits.
Prcsent pormits arc a full sizod shoot of papor and will not now bo
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rcoognizod as valid uwnloss (1) the amendment of Decamber 29, 1952 is
attached thoreto ‘and (2) the signod acknowlodsment is on file (in the
Bandinz Officc—Bd, ). Pormits datod on and after October 1, 1952 have
tho now conditions printod on thon.

2, To facilitate law onforcement, cvery pcrson who traps, handles,
and bands protcctcd specics of wild birds must carry on his ar her

porson a foderal permit or sub—pormit.”

Your Zditor hopos that careful porusal of the foregoing will
clear up coertain misunderstandinzs of thce amendment of Decombeor 29,
1952, which were sharcd by many persons other then Dr.. iiller,
Complisnce with the now regulations will in no wigo interforc with
current or projocted studics of any bonders and yet at the seme time
will prevent sporadlec and uncoordinated offorts to interfcre vith

morc scrious activitiecse ‘
L ] ] L] *

CONCERNING COLOR BANDS

The following, from a lctter from Elinor McEntec (Mrs, Howard G. ),
490 Fairficld Ave., Ridgowood, M.J., dated dusust 19, 1952, was
roforred to above in connoction wath a possible hazard in the wsc of
color bands. The Editor would approciate any obscrvations as to tho
oxtent of similar occurronces which members may bo able to provides

T had an oxperionce this swmmer with a Oatbird return vhich
brouzht home to me very forcibly the danger of putting two bands on one
log, Since I bolieve this is a fairly widespread practicc vhen color
banding is done to any exbént, I hopc other banders will take noto, If

the case of this Catbird is unique, perhaps thore is no nced for caution,

but if others have noted the same thing, banders dould be warnod., This
particuler Catbird was oxtromely tamo and had ncstod ncar Charlic
¥ichols! Lome for a couplc of yoars, cach year coming right into his
or Mabcl's hand for raisins without eny hesitation. They askod me if ¥
would try to trap end cplor—band thce Catbird pair so they covld kocp

track of them cach ycar, A 2old band (1) was placcd above the government

band on the male and o bluo onc in similer position on the fomale.

On July 9th of this ycar (1952), Mabel Nichols phoncd to say that
the malo Gatbird sctcd as though his bands hurt him and askod me if I

Sa
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would come up with a trap so that we.could catch him and examine the
bands, This I did thc next day and discovered that the force of the
two 1A bands hitting tozcthor for just one year had caused them to
flatton out, forming a vory sharp ridge (or flange) both inside and
out, vhich madc the bands quite tight, The innor ridges were not as
sharp as the outer, but undoubtedly in .anothor year would have

causcd scrious injury if they had not been romoved, «...

"I have wondered if the fact that 1A bands arc made of heavior
alunimm than the, other smaller oncs had any bearing on the case.
“ould the harder metal come togcther with more forec than the lighter
woight bands and thus cause the sharp ridges, or would two bands of
any weizht do it? I hopc someonc has an answer, or gots it, before a
lot of birds lose thcir legs. Perhaps somc of the Evening Grosboak
banders can shed somc light on theo subjcct sinco they do' a zood deal
of color banding with the hcavy 1A bandse" N

» » ¥ * ¥

Arthur H, Fast, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlinzton, Virginia

trappod and banded two Juncos as followss g

Bend Mober Date Bandod
213545 Deee 13, 1952
21~35489 Doce 30, 1952

The markings on these birds were slightly diffcrent from tho
usual hyeaalis (Junco hycemalis hycmalis, (Bastorn) Slate—colored Junco-
Hd. ), most noticeably in havinz a wesh of rusty on the sides, By
corparison with specimens in tho Us S, National imseum, Dr, John ¥,
Aldrich end lr, Allcn J. Duvall identified these birds as the sube—
speclos Junco hyemalis cismontanus, the Cassiar Slate—colored Junco,

. The nomal rangec of this race is restricted to the northern Rocky

dountain region, * * * *
CONCERNING THEE BLUE JAY SMPOSIUM

In the January issue, it was requestcd that matorial for the Blue
Jay symnosium be scnt to the Editor's wife by Jpril 1. To dato, only -
three contributions have been veceived. If you have material on this
spocics please send it in. It might be intoresting.to hoar from banders
vho band considcrable numbers of small birds and yet do not take this

specles. In 17 years, your Editor has never taken a single Jay)





