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A REQUEST FOR ASSISTAICE

From Mr., John V. Donnis, Route 1, Box 376, Leesburg, Virginia,
comes a request for information in connoctlon witl‘l a projéct which
should bo of intercst to EBBA mombers., Contributions should be sent
diroctly to ifr, Donnis. Quotations from his letter follow?

"hat are the-individual food preforences of” thoso slaccies
attracted by artificially supnlied bait? ...Do epocies come to favored
baits whercover they are supplied, or arc they attracted only in certein

parts of their range or at &in Beasons?

"For gever yvars I have been running down tho answers to just
such quostions as theses «..Through cxperionce in soveral s ections of
the eountry, I have geinod porsonal knowledze as to local varlations
in feeding habits. 4Also, I have bocome acquainted with an over ilncrcas—
ing nunbor of tho birds which bandoers arc able t0 attract.

Maving always found so much that was new and intercsting at the
focding or banding station, I, for a long time, have boon keeping notes
in the oxpoctation that some day I would be able to make my findings
available to othors, Somoc matcrial has alrcady scon light in Audubon
Magazine and olsewhere, but my ambition is to place in book form the
most Important of my own obsorvations and those of others.

"To obtain the vivid sort of porsonal accounts which contain a
wido cross-scction of knowledge and cxperience; I have m'itten to band=-
ors and foeding-station oporators over most of the Unitod Statos and
Canades ..« From the large number of valuable lettors I have received, I
already have adeguate matcrial on most of the gpocles and topice I am
covering, It 1s becoming moro apparont to me that I have a great
responsibility to prescnt this material in a lively, readable, and
informative manncr,

"Each specics will be tzkon up in chock-liet order, including only
those birds knowm to come to focding and banding stations for food,
not water. ¢If this book is to prove of maximum valuo to bandors, it
would appear to the Hlitor that a section should be devoted to thoso

speclcs which are attracted only by water or even %o non-food attract-
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ants such as nestinz material, decoys, ctc. However, the Editor does
not want to presume to toll lir, Dennis what should be in hisg book, so
unlcss further rcquest is made for this type material, confine your
comnonts to food baits.) Various topies will be discussed, such as
focding deviwes, sultable foods and baits, problems with azaressive
specics, winter mortality, strays and accidontals, and sumer fecding,

Also, something will be said as to the contributions of individual
bird-banders,

"I have a fairly adequatc supply of information on common visitors,
particularly from the castorn and southorn statos, But I nced more
information on infrequent or very rarc visitors. 3y this I mean
information on numbers banded, dates prescnt, food prefercnees, or
anything about the bird or itg habits that mitht be of intercst to
the bander, The followinz aro spcelos, in particular, for which I am

sodcing additional information, but an material 1 :
unusual visitorss ’ y 8 welccme on other

"inter Yren, Housc Wron, Gray-chodked Thrush, 0live-backed Thrush,
Veery, Water Pipit (Jmerican Pipit of A.0.U. Chuck=1igt—-Jid, ), Cedar
TWaxwinz, Fine 7arblcr, Yellowthroat (and all othor warblers cxcept the
liyrtle), Rusty Blackbird, Bobolink, Orchard Oriole, Summer Tanager,
Scarlct Tanager; Bluc Grosbeal, rinc Grosboak, Red and “hite-winged
Crossbills, Grasshowper parrow, Vesper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Lap-—
land Longspur, and Snow Bunting,

"I would particwlarly like some definitc infommation about somc of
the wrens and warblers vhich stom to stray into traps. Are they attract—
ed by the bait, do they find insccts, or is it curiousity? And what
‘about vireos? Thilc many of tht warblers take artificial bait to varying

degrees, I have yet to hear of a sinzlo case of any kind of vireo
coming to food,

"Any help or information will be Breatly appreciated, "
* ) * *

e arc sorry to report that EBRA momber lirs, Hannah R, Gray of
Wilton, North Dakota, diod on September 16, 1952, Her dauthter wrote
Horrill "Tood, The birds lost a true friend of long standinz, " e also
regrot to report the death of member Dr, Barclay S, Fuhrmann, of Flom—
ington, New Jerscy, on Janvary 3, 1953,





