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EVENING GROSBEAKS

Mrs, Marie Dumont of 311 Pompton Turnpike, Pequamnock, N, J,
gives us the following bit of Informaticn:

"I recently had the pledsure of visiting a Mrs. E. V. Guenter
of Butler, N, J. and seeing at close hand a flock of between 60 and
75 Evening Grosbeak feeding on the ground just outside her sunporch
window, MNrs, Guenter informed me that they have been coming in
two flocks, one of about 25 and another close to 70 and from Monday
to Saturday ate up $1.,75 worth of Sunflower seeds, At first the
females outnumbered the male by 5 to 1 but the day I was there the
maele birds predominated by a small margin, It was a beautiful
sight., The birds seem to feed mostly during the morning hours,

T was there from 9 to 11 and if any come to feed during the after-
noon or early- evening it is only a few, perhaps 5 or 6, Where

they spend the rest of the day she has never been able to disqover‘
but every morning they are sure to come back This has been going

on for weeks now,

" Another interesting fact is that I have been able to band 3
Red-breasted Nuthatches at this Station this year, We never, to
our knowledge, had any of these visiting here until last winter
when one was taken in our traps and that is all we ever saw of 1t,
However, this winter 2 of the banded birds were with us over a
period of two weeks., = The White—breasted is with us all the time,
Tree Sparrows heve not been around this section the past few years.
Previously we took close to a hundred or over a winter, Often
wonder what became of all the Tree Sparrows,."

¥ GROSBEAKS OBSERVED FEEDING YOUNG

An exerpt from the Evening Grosbeak Survey News, March 1952,
reads as follows:

"Since 1948 a pair of Evening Grosbeaks has nested near our
hame every summer., The first year the male and female appeared
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alone nearly every day for a number of weeks and towards the erd
of July appeared with 4 young., I would say that they were just
beginning to fly and that they were about half the size of the
older birds.

"We have a wild cherry tree by our front porch and it is
very interesting to watch the parent birds arranging the young
to be fed, Both parents start picking the cherries; they crack
the cherry pits with their besks, then feed the young the kernels,
You can actually hear them crack the pits,

"I have watched them many times from a window about 10 feet
from the tree, They took no notice of me at all, but kept right
on feeding the young, They come back every day until the cherries
are gone, I believe it is the same pair that nests here every
year because they follow the same procedure and don't appear to
be the least bit frightened., I have never found their nest,
even though I have watched them many times, They never.apnear -
from the same direction, ' ' '

"y father states that he saw 3 pairs at his camp about 9
miles from Riley Brook last summer, He says that they were
around where salt had been put out for the deer,

Mrs. Patience Larlee
Plaster Rock
New Brunswick, N, J."
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A word of caution has been received from Dr. Paul Bartsch,
Cunston Hall Road, Lorton, Va,, relative to the article on
Evening Grosbesks which appeared in our last issue of Ebba
News; namely, that the dull colored birds should not be listed
as females only, since the young male Evening Grosbeek wears
the plumage of the mother and may therefore easily be misteken
for a female, Dr, Bartsch also tells us that he has had clese
to 200 et a time at his feeding station, where they devour a
gallon of Sunflower seeds every day., He is more than halfway






