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Herzog, Patrick W., and Daniel M. Keppie. 1980. 
Migration in a local population of Spruce Grouse. 

Condor 82(4):366-372. 

What's that - you thought Spruce Grouse 
Canachires canadensis were non-migratory? 
Actually, what we're talking about here is a sort of 
micro-migration; none of the grouse in this study 
traveled more than 9.5 kilometers between 
summer and winter ranges. Still, some definite 
patterns in this migratory behavior were found. 

These researchers studied a Spruce Grouse 
population in southwestern Alberta in which 39% 
of the birds were migratory. This was an indivi
dual trait: the same birds moved to consistent 
wintering areas each year, while the non
migratory individuals consistently stayed put, 
regardless of the intensity of the winter weather. 
More females than males were migratory, and 
females tended to move longer distances. Fall 
migration occurred between 1 7  August and 3 1  
December, and spring migration between 1 3  
February and 30 May; the males tended to move 
somewhat later in fall, and more than a month 
earlier than females in spring. Migrating birds 
traveled mostly early in the morning, covering a 
little over a kilometer a day, moving in a straight 
line across ravines and ridges rather than 
following topographic contours. - K. K. 

Snow, D. W. 1980. A new species of cotinga from 

southeastern Brazil. Bulletin of rhe Brirish 
Ornirhologisrs · Club 100 (4):2 1 3-2 15. 

The Black-and-gold Cotinga Tijuca arra is an 
odd cotinga restricted to upper-elevation forest 
in the highlands of southeastern Brazil. It is not 
well known, although its vocalizations and some 
other aspects of its behavior were briefly studied 
by the British ornithologists David Snow and 
Derek Goodwin ( 1974, Auk 91  (2):360-369). In the 
course of their study, Snow and Goodwin noticed 
an odd specimen in the series of Tijuca skins at t he 
University of Sao Paulo. Dr. Snow has since re
examined this bird and has concluded that it must 
represent a related, but distinct. species. 

The new cotinga is named Tijuca condira. 
Dr. Snow did not propose an English name, which 
seems a wise decision since so little is known of the 
bird. The single specimen known is ofa female. It 
is similar to the female Black-and-gold Cotinga, 

but is considerably smaller, with a thinner bill; its 
underparts are brighter yellow, and there is a 
yellowish wash on the rump; and perhaps most 
significantly, its primaries, outer secondaries and 
tail are all gray rather than olive-green. 

Dr. Snow suggests that the "new" cotinga 
(actually, the one specimen was collected in 1942) 
may be a bird of high-elevation forest; perhaps it is 
found at higher elevations than the Black-and
gold Cotinga. If that is the case the bird is unlikely 
to be extinct, since the forest at the highest 
elevations in this region is largely undisturbed. 
Followers of Neotropical ornithology will be 
waiting with interest to hear whether anyone can 
discover a living population of the new species. 
- K. K. 
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