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Recent Literature 

The general aims and potential uses of this column were discussed at some length 
in the preceding issue. In response to some queries received, we must regretfully point 
out that we are not in a position to supply copies of any of the papers cited here. For 
ideas on how to obtain these ( or any other) scientific papers, see the April 1979 issue of 
Continental Birdlife or talk to any professional librarian. 
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Helleiner, Christopher W. 1 979. Xanthochroism 

in the Evening Grosbeak. Can. Field-Nat. 

93( I ): 66-67. 
Kent, P. W. 1 979. Siberian Thrush in Hampshire. 

Br. Birds 72(3): 1 2 1 - 1 22. 
- With description of Zoothera sibirica (a 
potential stray to Alaska). 
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Scott, R.E. 1979. Unusual Yellow-browed 
Warbler in Sussex. Br. Birds 72(3): 124-125. 
- With comments on racial characters; 
detailed description of Phylloscopus inor
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Wassink, A. 1978. Some additional field charac
ters of the Western Reef Heron Egretta gul
aris. Ardea 66(3): 123-124. 

Wilkinson, Peter J. 1979. Siberian Thrush in Nor
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TAXONOMY AND NEW FORMS 

/
Baker, Allan J.,  and Abdul Moeed. 1979. Evolu
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A fascinating story. 
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the Sakhalin Island.) Zoo/. Zh. 57(5): 727-
737. 
- In Russian, with English summary. 
Nordmann's (Spotted) Greenshank. 
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mingos in the Andean altiplano. Auk 96(2): 
328-342. 
- Mostly statistical analysis of spatial 
patterning, but includes some solid data on 
distribution and some good references. 
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Lein, M .  Ross, and G.A. Webber. 1979. Habitat 
selection by wintering Snowy Owls (Nyctea 
scandiaca). Can. Field-Nat. 93(2): 1 76- 1 78. 
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Oniki, Yoshika. Is nesting success of birds low in 
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Key West Quail-Dove Geotrygon chrysia on Snake Bight Trail, Everglades National 
Park, Florida. Photographed 5 May 1 979 by Mike Wihler. 

He had seen the head of a single specimen at a friend's house in South Carolina; so 
when he arrived at Key West, Florida, in 1832, John James Audubon was naturally 
hoping to see the colorful bird that was later to bear the name of Key West Quail-Dove 
Geotrygon chrysia. Audubon's first encounter with the species may have been less 
than totally satisfying: his local guide, one Sergeant Sykes, spotted a quail-dove in the 
depths of a thicket and dispatched it with a single shot before the artist-naturalist had 
even glimpsed it. But he saw more of them later. 

According to Audubon, the quail-dove was at that time a regular summer 
resident at Key West. He reported that by the middle of July, after the breeding season, 
the birds became sufficiently numerous that local sportsmen could shoot up to twenty 
in a day. This hunting may or may not have been wholly responsible for the demise of 
the local population, but it is certain that the species was gone from Key West by the 
turn of the century. The last individuals recorded there ( one in 1889 and two in 1897) 
may have been either vagrants from the Antilles or the last remnants of the local 
breeding population. 

This historical background lent special interest to the Key West Quail-Dove 
present from January at least into May 1979 on the Snake Bight Trail, Everglades 
National Park, Florida. To see the bird on North American soil was to experience a bit 
of the past - an experience not lessened appreciably by the fact that it was shared by 
thousands of birders, general naturalists, and curiosity seekers. The terrestrial quail
dove was rather out-of-place in the swampy Everglades, and thus confined most of its 
foraging to the dry ground at the edge of the Snake Bight Trail; it became so 
accustomed to humans that by late spring it could be approached to within a few 
meters as it fed quietly on the ground. 

When Mike Wihler sought the quail-dove on 5 May 1979, it was not in evidence 
along its usual stretch of trail on his first pass through the area. As he began a second 
try, he saw the bird fly across the trail a hundred meters ahead and alight in a tree. The 
quail-dove maintained its uncustomary arboreal perch long enough for Wihler to 
approach it and obtain the photograph reproduced above. -K. K. 


