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THE WEATHER 

March   The  mon th  was  coo l e r  t han  no rma l  on  an  ave rage  by  
1 .42  deg ree s  w i th  e i t he r  r a i n  o r  snow be ing  d i s t r i bu t ed  
f a i r l y  even ly  on  13  days  o f  t he  pe r i od .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  
measu red  2 .32  i nches  and  was  i n  de f i c i t  by  0 .81  i nches .  

I c e  cove r  on  Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  heavy  t h rough  t he  17 th  
w i th  i c e  f i e l d s  sh i f t i ng  on ly  mode ra t e ly  i n  t he  ea r l y  days  
o f  t he  mon th  and  qu i t e  r ad i ca l l y  i n  t he  l a t t e r  days .  

Apr i l   Of  t he  12  days  t ha t  ave r aged  be low  no rma l  i n  
t empe ra tu r e ,  e i gh t  o f  t he se  pa s sed  i n  t he  f i r s t  11  day  
i n t e rva l .  Wi th  a  wa rming  t r end  becoming  dominan t  i n  
t he  r ema inde r  o f  t he  mon th ,  t empe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  3 .2  
deg ree s  wa rmer  t han  no rma l .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  was  we l l  
s ca t t e r ed  and  t o t a l ed  2 .64  i nches  wh ich  was  on ly  
. 07  i nches  i n  de f i c i t .  

The  sho re l i ne  a r ea s  o f  Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  open  and  i c e  
f r e e  t h i s  yea r  w i th  o f f sho re  r e s idua l  i c e  f i e l d s  
comple t e ly  d i s appea r ing  ea r l y  i n  t he  mon th .  

May   Ove ra l l ,  t h e  mon th  was  wa rm and  d ry.  Tempera tu r e s  
ave r aged  4 .8  deg ree s  above  no rma l  and  p r ec ip i t a t i on  
t o t a l i ng  2 .95  i nches  was  i n  de f i c i t  by  . 57  i nches .  Warm 
spe l l s  and  wea the r  sh i f t s  we re  r e spec t i ve ly  l ong  and  
i n f r equen t  a s  f r on t a l  sy s t ems  we re  r e l a t i ve ly  s t a t i c  f o r  
l eng thy  pe r i ods .  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

As  t he  CALENDAR marks  i t s  s i x ty - s i x th  yea r  o f  un in t e r rup t ed  
pub l i c a t i on ,  wh ich  began  w i th  t he  Win t e r  1969 -70  i s sue ,  t he  C leve l and  
r eg ion  expe r i enced  a  sp r i ng  s ea son  s t udded  w i th  no t ewor thy  occu r 
r ences  wh ich  spanned  t he  av i an  ro s t e r.  Among  t hem were  Ca t t l e  Eg re t ,  
Ba ld  Eag l e ,  Pe r eg r ine  Fa l con ,  Ba rn  Owl ,  Worm-ea t i ng  Warb l e r,  
Ye l l ow- th roa t ed  Warb l e r,  Ken tucky  Warb l e r,  Summer  Tanage r,  House  
F inch ,  Oregon  Junco ,  and  t h r ee  spec i e s  o f  t he  w in t e r  f i nches  t ha t  we re  
p r e sen t  i n  a  va s t  cove rage .  These  r eco rds  w i l l  be  de sc r i bed  i n  t he  
ensu ing  pa r ag raphs .  Desp i t e  t he se  r emarkab l e  obse rva t i ons  t he r e  i s  
p r e sen t  an  unde r ly ing  no t e  o f  conce rn  a t  t he  s eeming  s ca r c i t y  i n  num
be r s  i n  many  o f  t he  spec i e s ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  wa rb l e r s  t ha t  pa s sed  on  
t he i r  way  t o  t he i r  more  no r the rn  b r eed ing  g rounds .  

Horned  Grebe  P re sen t  i n  Ou t s t and ing  Number s .  Unusua l  number s  we re  
obse rved  a long  t he  l ake f ron t  du r ing  t he  f i r s t  twe lve  days  i n  Apr i l  w i th  
a  t a l l y  o f  200  on  t he  2nd  (Gaede )  and  486  on  t he  4 th  (K lamm) .  

Whi s t l i ng  Swans .  On  March  7 ,  a  ve ry  ea r l y  da t e ,  two  we re  s i gh t ed  a t  
Rocky  R ive r  (S t a sko ) .  A  f l ock  o f  50  was  obse rved  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  i n  t he  
ea r l y  morn ing  o f  t he  10 th  (She rwin )  and  a  f l ock ,  number ing  more  t han  
60  Swans ,  was  s een  on  t he  11 th ,  f l y ing  i n  t he  ea r l y  morn ing  mi s t  a t  Avon  
Lake  (Ward ) .  I n  m id -March  mig ra t i ng  Swans  we re  r epo r t ed  ove r  a l l  o f  
no r thea s t  Oh io ,  and  r epo r t ed  i n  sma l l  number s  i n  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion  
fo r  t he  r ema inde r  o f  t he  mon th  and  ea r l y  Apr i l .  On  Apr i l  25  one  was  
obse rved  on  Sh ipman  Pond ,  Men to r  Mar sh  (Pesk in ) .  

Hawks .  Hawk  f l i gh t s  we re  a lmos t  nonex i s t en t .  I n  t he  op in ion  o f  one  
expe r i enced  obse rve r  t he  wea the r  cond i t i ons  we re  poo r  f o r  hawk  mi -
g ra t i on  w i th  no  f l i gh t s  o f  no t e  (K lamm) .  Ano the r  de sc r i bed  t he  hawk  
mig ra t i on  a s  “d i s appo in t i ng  and  a l t hough  on  t he  a l e r t  on  days  when  
t he  b i rd s  shou ld  have  been  mov ing ,  I  s ea r ched  i n  va in .  A  t a l l y  o f  8  
B road -winged  and  1  Coope r s  Hawk  on  May  3  was  t he  be s t ”  (S t a sko ) .  
A  commen t  o f  “no  hawks”  on  da t e s  i n  l a t e  March  and  ea r l y  Apr i l  c ame  
f rom one  who  obse rve s  t he  l ake f ron t  i n  B ra t enah l  (Raynes ) ,  and  f rom 
ano the r  obse rve r  “no  d i s ce rnab l e  B road -winged  mig ra t i on  t h i s  yea r ”  
(K i t son ) .  

A  mig ra t i on  t ook  p l ace  be tween  11 :15  and  11 :45  AM on  
Apr i l  22  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l .  The  hawks  f l ew  f rom sou thwes t  t o  no r thea s t  
i n  a  r egu l a r  and  qu i t e  na r row  pa th  w i th  t he  wea the r  vane  on  t he  ba rn  
i nd i ca t i ng  t he  w ind  was  d i r ec t l y  f r om the  wes t .  A  Broad -winged  Hawk  
appea red  f i r s t ,  f l y ing  qu i t e  l ow,  and  a lmos t  a t  once  t he  pa r ade  began .  
Seve ra l  l a rge  ke t t l e s ,  one  o f  26  and  one  o f  15 ,  whee l i ng  and  
i n t e r t h r ead ing  i n  comple t e  ha rmony  d r i f t ed  a long  - -  t hen  t hey  
appea red  t h r ee ,  f ou r,  f i ve ,  and  s i x  ab r ea s t  f o r  a  t ime  be fo r e  t hey  began  
t o  appea r  a t  a  h ighe r  l eve l  and  i n  l a rge r  g roups  - -  s eve r a l  o f  16  o r  
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more  b i rd s  - -  un t i l  a  t o t a l  coun t  had  been  made  o f  127  hawks .  The  
f i r s t  88  hawks  coun t ed  we re  mos t l y  B road -winged ,  t hen  i t  cou ld  be  
s een  t he r e  we re  s i z e  d i f f e r ences  and  some  b i rd s  w i th  l ong  t a i l s ,  and  
one  ex t r eme ly  l a rge  b i rd  t ha t  moved  a long  on  f l a t  w ings .  The  on ly  
o the r  pos i t i ve  i den t i f i c a t i on ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  t he  Broad -winged ,  was  
o f  one  Red - t a i l ed  Hawk .  The  f i r s t  b i rd s  we re  no t  t oo  f a r  above  t he  
t r e e  t ops  and  t he  mark ings  cou ld  be  c l ea r l y  s een  bu t  t he  l a s t  b i rd s  
we re  so  h igh  t hey  cou ld  ba r e ly  be  s een  w i th  t he  naked  eye  
(F l an igan ) .  

A  Bu teo  f l i gh t ,  w i th  more  t han  75  b i rd s  coun t ed ,  was  obse rved  
i n  Bay  Vi l l age  be tween  10 :30  AM and  12 :00  on  Apr i l  30 .  The  move 
men t  was  wes t  t o  e a s t  and  was  compr i s ed  o f  s eve ra l  g roups ,  e ach  
r a the r  sp r ead  ou t  w i th  one  g roup  pa s s ing  ou t  o f  s i gh t  t o  t he  ea s t  
be fo r e  s i ng l e  b i rd s ,  f o l l owed  by  o the r s ,  appea red  i n  t he  wes t  
(Cook ) .  On  May  1  a  r epo r t  was  made  o f  20  Broad -winged  Hawks  
obse rved  a t  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  (S i ebe r t ) .  

A  coun t  was  made  be tween  9 :20  and  10 :00  AM a t  Pe rk in s  
Beach  on  May  9  o f  1  Sha rp - sh inned  and  12  Broad -winged  Hawks  
and  11  un iden t i f i ed  hawks  (p robab ly  Broad -winged ) .  As  t he  hawks  
we re  ha l f  a  m i l e  o r  more  i n l and  i t  i s  p robab l e  t ha t  many  we re  
mi s sed .  Be tween  10 :20  and  11 :15  AM o f  t he  s ame  day  a t  E lmwood  
Pa rk ,  Rocky  R ive r,  whe re  t he  b i rd s  we re  a l so  pa s s ing  ve ry  h igh  
ove rhead ,  a  t a l l y  o f  28  Broad -winged  Hawks ,  1  Osp rey,  and  2  
un iden t i f i ed  hawks  was  made  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Swi f t s  and  Swa l lows .  A l a rge  f l ock  o f  Ch imney  Swi f t s  was  obse rved  
en t e r i ng  t he  ch imney  o f  Wi l l oughby  Jun io r  H igh  Schoo l ,  Wi l l oughby,  
a t  9 :30  PM on  May  23 ,  e s t ima t ed  a t  l e a s t  one  t housand  b i rd s  
(Hammond) .  

Among  t he  swa l l ows  wh ich  we re  f l y ing  i n  an  ea s t  t o  wes t  
d i r ec t i on  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  May  9  two  C l i f f  Swa l lows  we re  i den 
t i f i ed  a s  t hey  bus i l y  f ed  by  sweep ing  t he  g r a s s  (K lamm) .  On  May  31  
t h r ee  C l i f f  Swa l lows  we re  obse rved  a t  Punde r son  Lake  (Kn igh t ) .  

B lue  J ays  and  Go ld f inch  i n  Mig ra t i on .  The  ea s twa rd  movemen t  o f  
b lue  j ay s  was  no t ed  a s  e a r l y  a s  March  29  a t  B ra t enah l  (Raynes ) .  
Dur ing  t he  en t i r e  mon th  o f  Apr i l ,  t h e  f i r s t  week  o f  May  and  i n t e r 
mi t t en t l y  f o r  a  f ew  days  l onge r,  t hey  moved  ea s twa rd  da i l y  a t  Bay  
Vi l l age  - -  i n  sp r ead -ou t  s i ng l e s  t o  g roups  o f  10  and  12  -  gene ra l l y  
i n  t he  morn ing  bu t  occa s iona l l y  i n  t he  ea r l y  even ing  (Cook) .  [Ea r ly  
even ing  f l i gh t s  a r e  a  r a r i t y  and  s e ldom r epo r t ed .  -  ED. ]  

A  su rvey  was  made  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  on  Apr i l  26  ( a  c l e a r,  
c a lm ,  day )  be tween  8 :00  and  9 :30  AM.  The  B lue  J ay  mig ra t i on  
was  a l r eady  i n  p rog re s s  and  t hey  we re  pa s s ing  i n  g roups  o f  
40 ,  50 ,  and  70  b i rd s ,  p lu s  s t r agg l e r s ,  a l l  f l y ing  ea s twa rd  a t  a  
f a i r l y  h igh  l eve l .  An  agg rega t e  coun t  o f  740  B lue  J ays  was  
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made ,  i n  add i t i on ,  Tree ,  Bank ,  Rough -winged ,  and  Ba rn  Swa l lows  
pa s sed ,  a s  we l l  a s  Red -winged  B lackb i rd s  and  Common  Grack l e s  i n  a s  
g r ea t  number.  E igh t  Meadowla rk s ,  one  Savannah  Spa r row,  two  Ye l l ow-
be l l i ed  Sapsucke r s ,  one  B lue -g r ay  Gna t ca t che r,  and  one  Brown  
Thra she r  a l so  we re  i n t e rming l ed  i n  t h i s  pa s sage  (S t a sko ) .  

Men to r  Mar sh  was  ac t i ve  w i th  a  con t i nuous  movemen t  o f  B lue  
J ays  i n  g roups  r ang ing  f rom fou r  t o  12  b i rd s  when  su rveyed  be tween  
10 :15  AM and  1 :15  PM on  May  1 .  A  l i ke  f l i gh t  was  obse rved  on  t he  
8 th  and  19 th ,  and  a s  be fo r e ,  t h i s  con t i nuous  f l i gh t  t ook  p l ace  j u s t  
above  t he  t r e e  t ops ,  was  f rom wes t  t o  e a s t ,  and  was  a  s i l en t  pa s sage  i n  
a l l  c a se s  (Mar t i n ) .  On  May  1  an  ea s twa rd  movemen t  was  no t ed  a long  
t he  l ake f ron t  a t  Lakewood  and  180  J ays  we re  coun t ed  i n  a  45  minu t e  
pe r i od  (S i ebe r t ) .  

May  9  appea r s  a  peak  day  o f  m ig ra t i on  and  a t  8 :30  AM a  B lue  
J ay  movemen t  was  no t ed  a t  Men to r  Pa rk  a s  a  f l ock  o f  19  headed  no r th 
ea s t  h igh  w i th  t he  w ind .  The re  was  a  m ixed  movemen t  o f  b i rd s  on  t h i s  
sunny  and  mi ld  morn ing  t ha t  was  unusua l l y  va r i ed  a l t hough  t he  
spec i e s  t ended  t o  s epa ra t e  i n to  sma l l  bands  and  fo l l ow  a  pa t t e rn  
obse rved  s eve ra l  t imes  i n  p r ev ious  sp r i ngs .  Wi th  a  s t r ong  w ind  pa r a l 
l e l  t o  t he  sho re l i ne ,  t hose  b i rd s  whose  mig ra t i on  pa th  i s  i n to  t he  w ind  
t end  t o  f l y  l ow,  u s ing  t r e e s ,  b ru sh ,  and  o the r  obs t ruc t i ons  t o  b r eak  t he  
w ind  -  t hose  b i rd s  mov ing  i n  t he  oppos i t e  d i r ec t i on  r i de  t he  w ind  
h igh ,  c r ea t i ng  a  two- l eve l  t r an s i t .  Th i s  mas s  movemen t  was  composed  
o f  Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r s ,  Casp i an  Te rns ,  Rock  Doves ,  Red -headed  
Woodpecke r s ,  Swa l lows ,  Rob ins ,  Ceda r  Waxwings ,  S t a r l i ngs ,  Red -
winged  B lackb i rd s ,  Ba l t imore  Or io l e s ,  Go ld f inch  (be ing  t he  mos t  
numerous ) ,  and  o the r s  no t  i den t i f i ed .  Mos t  o f  t he  b i rd s  moved  sw i f t l y  
t h rough ,  no t  s t opp ing  t o  f e ed  o r  r e s t .  On  t he  fo l l owing  day,  May  10 ,  
l a rge  number s  o f  Go ld f inches  we re  obse rved  mov ing  sou thwes t e r l y  a t  
C rane  Creek  S t a t e  Pa rk  a s  i f  t hey  we re  pa r t  o f  t he  s ame  movemen t  
obse rved  t he  day  be fo r e  a t  Men to r  Pa rk  (Hammond) .  On  May  9  a t  
Lo ra in  ha rbo r  a  Go ld f inch  mig ra t i on  was  obse rved  i n  p rog re s s  and  150  
we re  t a l l i ed .  On  May  10  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  200  we re  coun t ed  (S t a sko ) .  

A  skywa tch  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  be tween  9 :20  and  1O0O AM on  
May  9  r e su l t ed  i n  a  coun t  o f  1 , 130  B lue  J ays  i n  t yp i ca l  e a s twa rd  
movemen t  and  a t  l e a s t  s eve ra l  hund red  Go ld f inch  mov ing  wes t  
(Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

A  t ime - log  o f  t he  mig ra t i on  o f  B lue  J ays  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  and  
Pe rk in s  Beach  on  May  9 ,  i n  p rog re s s  a t  t ime  o f  a r r i va l ,  f o l l ows :  

8 :45  t o  9 :00  -  923  9 :45  t o  10 :00  -  537  
9 :00  t o  9 :15  -  521  .  10 :00  t o  10 :15  -  599  
9 :15  t o  9 :30  -  805  10 :15  t o  10 :30  -  39  
9 :30  t o  9 :45  -  471  
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( a  t ime  l ap se  o f  pe rhaps  f i ve  minu t e s  when  obse rva t i on  was  moved  t o  
Pe rk in s  Beach )  

10 :35  t o  10 :45  -  329  11 :15  t o  11 :30  -89  
10 :45  t o  11 :00  -  124  11 :30  t o  11 :45  -  8  
11 :00  t o  11 :15  - .  194  11 :45  t o  12 :00  -  52  

A  coun t  o f  3 , 895  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk ,  w i th  a  coun t  o f  796  a t  Pe rk in s  
Beach ,  p roduced  a  t o t a l  coun t  o f  4 , 691  B lue  J ays  fo r  t he  morn ing  su r 
vey  (K lamm) .  

A  mass ive  wave  o f  Go ld f inch  was  obse rved  mov ing  t h rough  
Bra t enah l  on  May  11 ,  concu r r en t l y  w i th  i nnumerab l e  Ceda r  Waxwings  
(Raynes ) .  On  t he  12 th  an  ex t ens ive  movemen t  o f  Go ld f inch  was  
obse rved  a long  t he  Lo ra in  l ake f ron t  (Do lbea r ) .  

I n l and  pa s sage  o f  B lue  J ays ,  wh ich  i s  s e ldom r eco rded ,  was  no t ed  
a t  Shake r  Lakes  on  May  17  a s  a  sma l l  g roup  moved  t o  t he  no r th  
(Pesk in ) .  On  t he  25 th  a t  Bed fo rd  Rese rva t i on  sma l l  g roups  r ang ing  
f rom fou r  t o  18  b i rd s  moved  no r thea s t ,  p roduc ing  a  coun t  o f  68  B lue  
J ays  and  246  Ceda r  Waxwings  be tween  9 :35  and  10 :20  AM (Kn igh t ) .  
Sma l l  bands  o f  B lue  J ays ,  neve r  number ing  more  t han  e igh t  b i rd s ,  we re  
obse rved  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  s i x  da t e s  be tween  Apr i l  27  and  May  18 ,  f l y 
i ng  ea s t  o r  no r thea s t  and  a l l  pa s s ing  be fo r e  10 :30  AM (F l an igan ) .  

A  de t a i l ed  accoun t  o f  a  l ake l i ne  mig ra t i on  on  Apr i l  26  a t  Pe rk in s  
Beach  appea r s  i n  t he  F i e ld  No te s  s ec t i on .  

Mock ingb i rd .  The  p r e sence  o f  t he  Mock ingb i rd  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  
con t i nued  and  two  b i rd s  we re  f i r s t  s een  t oge the r  on  March  1 .  S ing ing  
began  on  March  7  and  ne s t i ng  ac t i v i t y  was  no t ed  on  Apr i l  1 .  They  sub -
s equen t l y  ne s t ed  succe s s fu l l y  f o r  t he  s econd  s ea son .  The  ne s t  t h i s  yea r  
was  l oca t ed  whe re  i t  cou ld  no t  be  ea s i l y  obse rved  and  a  de t a i l ed  r eco rd  
was  no t  pos s ib l e .  On  May  15  two  f l edg l i ngs  we re  be ing  f ed  by  bo th  pa r -
r en t s .  By  May  27  i t  was  appa ren t  on ly  one  f l edg l i ng  r ema ined .  The  b i rd s  
con t i nue  t o  be  p r e sen t  and  i nd i ca t i ons  o f  a  s econd  ne s t i ng  have  been  no t ed  
(Ca r ro the r s ,  Gaede ,  Reu t t e r,  S i l l iman ) .  

A  s i ng l e  i nd iv idua l  was  s een  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  March  12 ,  13 ,  and  
14  (F l an igan  and  She rwin ) .  One  hopped  abou t  i n  a  g r a s sy  po r t i on  o f  
t he  pa rk ing  a r ea  a t  Head l ands  S t a t e  Pa rk  on  t he  May  17  Sunday  wa lk  
(S t rock  e t  a l ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeak  Repo r t ed  Th rough  Ano the r  Sea son .  Even ing  
Grosbeaks  we re  r epo r t ed  t h rough  March  and  Apr i l  and  on  t h r ee  
da t e s  i n  May.  The  l a s t  da t e  was  t he  10 th  and  came  f rom 
Chag r in  Fa l l s  whe re  t he i r  number s  had  r anged  up  t o  40  b i rd s  
du r ing  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  Apr i l  (Eng l i sh ) .  A t  a  f e ed ing  s t a 
t i on  nea r  Cha rdon  t hey  we re  p r e sen t  da i l y  un t i l  May  8  (Spa re ) ,  
As  many  a s  25  b i rd s  we re  obse rved  i n  Wes t  Geauga  f rom March  4  
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to  Apr i l  29  (Kremm) .  A  sma l l  band  was  p r e sen t  a t  f r equen t  i n t e rva l s  i n  
K i r t l and  H i l l s  un t i l  Ap r i l  19  (Dan i e l s ) .  Spo rad i c  v i s i t s  we re  r epo r t ed  
t h rough  March  and  Apr i l  f r om o the r  l oca t i ons :  Wi l l oughby  (Ba rbou r ) ;  
B recksv i l l e  (P i skac ) :  K i r t l and  H i l l s  (Bo l e ,  J r. ) ;  No r th  Chag r in  
Rese rva t i on  (Corb in  and  De in inge r ) ;  Ga t e s  Mi l l s  ( de  Fas se l l e ) ;  Men to r  
(K lee ) ;  S t rongsv i l l e  (Hoceva r ) ;  K i r t l and  ( f i de  F l an igan ) .  

Common  Redpo l l .  Repo r t s  o f  t he i r  p r e sence  i n to  sp r i ng  i n  subs t an t i a l  
numbe r s  was  one  o f  t he  dominan t  a spec t s  o f  t he  s ea son ,  i n  sha rp  con 
t r a s t  w i th  t he  1969  sp r i ng  r eco rd  o f  two  r epo r t s .  

( 1 )  A t  a  Men to r  f e ed ing  s t a t i on ,  whe re  t hey  a r r i ved  i n  e a r l y  f a l l  
and  r ema ined  t h rough  t he  w in t e r,  t hey  r eached  a  peak  number  o f  abou t  
80  b i rd s  du r ing  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  March  and  dwind l ed  t o  abou t  10  b i rd s  
by  Apr i l  10  (S t e r l e ) .  

( 2 )  Ano the r  Men to r  l oca t i on ,  more  t han  f i ve  mi l e s  d i s t an t ,  was  
f r equen t ed  by  Redpo l l s ,  24  b i rd s  be ing  p r e sen t  on  March  1 .  On  t he  
s ame  day  40  we re  t a l l i ed  a t  t he  l agoon  nea r  Men to r  Pa rk .  They  
r ema ined  a t  t he  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  un t i l  Ap r i l  4  bu t  t he i r  number s  
dec r ea sed  t o  two  o r  more  b i rd s  (Hammond) .  

( 3 )  On  March  27  a  peak  number  o f  100  Redpo l l s  was  r eached  a t  
Chag r in  Fa l l s  and  we re  l a s t  r e co rded  on  Apr i l  8  w i th  on ly  a  f ew  b i rd s  
(Eng l i sh ) .  

( 4 )  I n  Wa i t e  H i l l  t hey  we re  t a l l i ed  on  va r i ous  da t e s  be tween  
March  7  and  Apr i l  15  w i th  20  b i rd s  t he  h ighes t  coun t .  On  Apr i l  15  
t h r ee  o f  t he  b i rd s  we re  hea rd  i n  song  (She rwin  and  F l an igan ) .  Th i r t y  
Redpo l l s  r ema ined  a t  ano the r  Wa i t e  H i l l  l o ca t i on  t h rough  t he  w in t e r  
and  t he  g r ea t e r  pa r t  o f  t he  sp r i ng  (Mrs .  Reuben  H i t chcock  f i de  
She rwin ) .  

( 5 )  Repo r t s  f r om Shake r  Lakes  r anged  on  da t e s  f r om March  8  t o  
Apr i l  5  and  va r i ed  i n  number  f rom two  t o  30  b i rd s  (Leach ,  Newman ,  
Pe sk in ) .  

L imi t ed  appea rances  we re  made  du r ing  March  and  Apr i l  a t  o the r  
l oca t i ons ,  number ing  f rom one  b i rd  t o  90 :  C l eve l and  He igh t s  
(Ande r son )  ( f i de  K ing ) ;  Wi l l oughby  (Ba rbou r )  (Tom Campbe l l  f i de  
She rwin )  ( 0 .  J .  Me lbou rne  f i de  Pa l l i s t e r ) ;  Pa ine sv l l l e  (Boo th ) ;  Gordon  
Pa rk  (Ca r ro the r s ) ; .  K i r t l and  H i l l s  (Dan i e l s ) ;  Lyndhu r s t  (K i t son ) ;  LaDue  
Rese rvo i r  (De in inge r ) ;  Ches t e r l and  (Hanse l ) ;  B recksv i l l e  (P i skac ) ;  
Lo ra in  (Do lbea r ) ;  S t rongsv i l l e  (Hoceva r ) .  

P ine  S i sk in s .  Af t e r  a  w in t e r  s ea son  o f  unusua l  abundance  P ine  S i sk in s  
we re  r epo r t ed  f r equen t l y  du r ing  t he  sp r i ng .  A  t a l l y  t ha t  was  t e rmed  
“ f an t a s t i c ”  was  made  a t  Dona ld  Gray  Ga rdens  i n  down town  C leve l and  
- -  on  May  9  o f  54  S i sk in s  -more  t han  41  b i rd s  on  t he  16 th  -  36  on  

t he  17 th  (K lamm) .  
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S i sk in s  we re  p r e sen t  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  f r om l a t e  March  un t i l  May  17  w i th  a  
h igh  coun t  o f  36  b i rd s  on  May  13  (She rwin  and  F l an igan ) .  

Repo r t s  o f  spo rad i c  v i s i t s  and /o r  l e s s e r  number s  c ame  f rom o the r  
l oca t i ons :  Cha rdon  (Spa re ) ;  Wes t  Geauga  (Kremm) ;  Chag r in  Fa l l s  
(Eng l i sh ) ;  Shake r  Lake  (Newman) ;  Lo ra in  (Lebo ld  and  Do lbea r ) ;  Be rea  
(Chamber s ) ;  K i r t l and  H i l l s  (Dan i e l s ) ;  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  (Corb in ,  
S i ebe r t ,  S t a sko ) ;  Ho lden  Arbo re tum (Bo le ,  J r.  and  Hende r son ) ;  
B ra t enah l  (Raynes ) ;  B l ack  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  E ly r i a  ( Johnson ) ;  Be rea  
Lakes  (Hoceva r ) ;  Men to r  (Hammond) .  

Red  Cros sb i l l s .  Th i s  w in t e r  f i nch  was  consp i cuous  t h rough  t he  sp r i ng  
s ea son ,  be ing  r epo r t ed  w i th  uncommon  f r equency.  ( 1 )  A  f l ock  o f  13  t ha t  
w in t e r ed  a t  Be rea  was  s t i l l  p r e sen t  on  March  29  (Mary  Ches t e r  f i de  
Chamber s ) .  ( 2 )  A  sma l l  band  was  obse rved  on  va r i ous  March  da t e s  and  
two  da t e s  i n  May  i n  Geauga  Coun ty  (Kremm) .  ( 3 )  A  f eed ing  s t a t i on  a t  
B recksv i l l e ,  wh ich  was  v i s i t ed  by  17  Cros sb i l l s  a t  i r r egu l a r  t imes  du r 
i ng  t he  w in t e r,  s t i l l  h ad  s even  b i rd s  p r e sen t  on  March  8  (P i skac ) .  ( 4 )  
S ix  b i rd s  f r equen t ed  f eede r s  a t  Ches t e r l and  du r ing  Apr i l  and  one  was  
p r e sen t  on  May  10  (Dr.  Robe r t  S tock ton  f i de  She rwin ) .  ( 5 )  A  f l ock  t ha t  
numbered  25  b i rd s  a t  t he  peak  was  obse rved  t h rough  t he  sp r i ng  a t  
Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  be ing  v i ewed  by  many  (S t a sko ,  K lamm,  
S i ebe r t ) .  On  May  23  n ine  Cros sb i l l s  we re  encoun t e r ed  a s  t hey  d r ank  a t  
t he  edge  o f  a  sma l l  s t r e am in  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  showing  no  con 
ce rn  a t  t he  c lo se  p rox imi ty  o f  obse rve r s  (S i ebe r t ) .  

Obse rva t i ons  o f  l e s s e r  number s  c ame  f rom Ki r t l and  H i l l s  
(Dan i e l s ) ;  Cha rdon  (Spa re ) ;  Nav r t i l s  Lake ,  Med ina  (Hoceva r ) .  

Mi sce l l any .  Th rushes  we re  r epo r t ed  i n  s can ty  number s ,  w i th  t he  Gray -
cheeked  consp i cuous  i n  i t s  dec l i ne ,  be ing  r epo r t ed  on  on ly  f i ve  da t e s  
t h i s  s ea son .  Con t r i bu to r s ,  i n  gene ra l ,  we re  o f  t he  op in ion  t ha t  wa rb l e r  
number s  we re  down ,  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  t he  Myr t l e  Warb l e r  wh ich  had  
an  ex t ended  mig ra t i on  a s  we l l  a s  appea r ing  i n  good  number s .  May  15  was  
s i ng l ed  ou t  a s  t he  da t e  o f  g r ea t e s t  wa rb l e r  movemen t  i n  w ide ly  s epa r
a t ed  a r ea s :  Lakewood  (S i ebe r t ) ;  Se ibe r l i ng  Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron  (Szabo ) ;  
Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  (K i t son ) .  Whi t e -c rowned  Spa r rows  had  a  ve ry  
l im i t ed  mig ra t i on ,  bo th  i n  number  o f  i nd iv idua l s  r epo r t ed ,  a s  we l l  a s  t ime  
spanned .  L inco ln ’s  Spa r rows  appea red  ve ry  b r i e f l y  be ing  r epo r t ed  on  on ly  
f i ve  da t e s .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Ca t t l e  Eg re t  -  Fou r  f ed  i n  t he  g r a s s  nea r  a  pond  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  
a l l  o f  May  19 .  The i r  b r eed ing  p lumage  was  p l a in ly  v i s i b l e  
(She rwin  e t  a l ) .  Th i s  i s  t he  l a rge s t  number  eve r  r epo r t ed  i n  t he  r eg ion .  
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Whi t e -w inged  Sco t e r  -  One  t a rdy  b i rd  appea red  on  t he  Lo ra in  
l ake f ron t  on  Apr i l  7  (Do lbea r ) .  

Ruddy  Duck  - Two  ind iv idua l s  l i nge r ed  i n  t he  r eg ion :  ( 1 )  one  a t  Ho lden  
Arbo re tum on  May  23  (Bo le ,  J r. ) ;  ( 2 )  one  a t  Men to r  Mar sh  on  May  24  
(Hammond) .  

Ba ld  Eag l e  -  On  Apr i l  7  an  imma tu re  endeavo red  t o  f e ed  a t  t he  edge  o f  
Co rn ing  Lake  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum bu t  was  p r even t ed  by  t he  hund red  
o r  so  “pa t ro l l i ng”  Canada  Geese  t ha t  f o r ced  t he  Eag l e  back  on to  t he  
l and .  A t  e ach  r ebu ff  t he  w ings  o f  t he  Eag l e  we re  r a i s ed  h igh  so  t he  
mark ings  cou ld  be  p l a in ly  s een .  As  i t  moved  abou t  i n  t he  sho r t  g r a s s  
s eve ra l  i nches  o f  ye l l ow  “ l eg”  was  consp i cuous .  I t  was  v i ewed  by  many  
obse rve r s  a f t e r  a t t en t i on  was  ca l l ed  by  Pau l  H .  Mar t i n ,  Arbo re tum 
supe r in t enden t  a t  7 :30  AM.  The  Eag l e  was  l a s t  r epo r t ed  a t  10 :10  AM 
pe rched  i n  a  nea rby  t r e e  (Pa ine ,  S t rock  e t  a l ) .  

Pe r eg r ine  Fa l con  - An  imma tu re  o f  t h i s  r a r e  spec i e s  was  obse rved  on  
May  7  a t  Hudson  a s  i t  f l ew  no r thwes t  c a r ry ing  some th ing  abou t  t he  s i z e  
o f  a  S t a r l i ng  was  c lo se  enough  t ha t  t he  f ac i a l  pa t t e rn  cou ld  be  s een  
(Hende r son ) .  

B l ack -be1 l i ed  P love r  - Two ,  i n  f u l l  b r eed ing  p lumage ,  f ed  w i th  o the r  
sho reb i rd s  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  May  23  (K lamm) .  

Up land  P love r  -  On  t he  ea r l y  da t e  o f  Apr i l  18  t h r ee  b i rd s  l anded  i n  a  
newly  p loughed  f i e l d  i n  Geauga  Coun ty  and  we re  pho tog raphed  a s  t hey  
fo r aged  (Mand le ) .  

Dowi t che r  -  ( 1 )  One  was  f l u shed  s eve ra l  t imes  on  t he  Sunday  
Morn ing  B i rd  Wa lk  i n  B ra t enah l  on  Apr i l  12  ( f i de  Bush ) .  Th i s  i s  a  new  
ea r l y  da t e  o f  occu r r ence .  ( 2 )  One  was  p r e sen t  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  May  23  
(K lamm) .  

Sande r l i ng  -  Ra re  i n  sp r i ng ,  two  we re  ac t i ve  on  t he  s andsp i t  a t  Whi t e  
C i t y  on  May  2  (K lamm) .  

F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l  - Two  r e s t ed  on  t he  beach  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  w i th  a  f ew  
R ing -b i l l ed  Gu l l s  on  May  16 .  They  we re  adu l t  b i rd s  i n  p lumage  t ha t  
sugges t ed  t hey  cou ld  be  a  pa i r  (K lamm) .  Th i s  i s  t he  s econd  May  r eco rd  
i n  t he  r eg ion .  

Ba rn  Owl  - Awakened  by  t he  c l amor  o f  b i rd s  a t  6 :20  AM on  Apr i l  14  a  
s ea r ch  d i s c lo sed  a  Ba rn  Owl  pe r ched  h igh  i n  a  Norway  sp ruce  c lo se  by  
a  Wa i t e  H i l l  r e s i dence .  When  a  c a r  pa s sed  benea th  t he  t r e e  a t  8 :15  AM 
the  on ly  r eac t i on  was  a  s t i r r i ng ,  f l u f f i ng  o f  f e a the r s  wh ich  doub l ed  t he  
no rma l  s i z e ,  and  a  l ower ing  o f  i t s  head  t o  s t a r e  a s  t he  ca r  pa s sed .  A t  
10 :00  AM the  Owl  was  appa ren t l y  d i s t u rbed  by  ac t i v i t y  i n  t he  d r i veway  
and  was  no t  s een  aga in  un t i l  2 :00  PM when  i t  was  spo t t ed  i n  a  t a l l  
h emlock  ac ro s s  t he  road .  I t  r ema ined  i n  t he  s ame  pos i t i on  un t i l  6 :30  
PM when  i t  was  l a s t  obse rved .  Owl  pe l l e t s  we re  co l l e c t ed  f rom benea th  
bo th  t r e e s  i n  wh ich  i t  p e r ched  (F l an igan ) .  
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Saw-whe t  Owl  -  One  was  d i s cove red  on  Apr i l  19  pe r ched  i n  a  p ine  
t r e e  i n  a  ya rd  i n  Lo ra in  (Do lbea r ) .  

Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r  -  ( 1 )  One  was  obse rved  i n  E r i e  S t r ee t  
Ceme te ry  i n  down town  C leve l and  on  May  28  (Leach ) .  ( 2 )  One  was  
r epo r t ed  f rom Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  May  31  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  Th i s  ma rks  a  
new  l a t e  da t e  o f  occu r r ence ,  

He rmi t  Th rush  -  Repo r t s  o f  qu i t e  l a t e  i nd iv idua l s  we re  r ece ived  f rom 
Dona ld  Gray  Ga rdens  i n  down town  C leve l and  on  May  22  and  Nav r t i l s  
Lake ,  Med ia ,  on  May  26  (Hoceva r ) .  

Vee ry  -  One  was  t a l l i ed  on  t he  Bra t enah l  B i rd  Wa lk  on  Apr i l  
19 ,  an  excep t i ona l l y  e a r l y  da t e  ( f i de  Bush ) .  

Whi t e - eyed  Vi r eo  -  ( 1 )  One  was  p r e sen t  nea r  E ly r i a  on  May  3  
( Johnson ) ;  ( 2 )  one  was  obse rved  a t  Fu rnace  Run ,  Akron  Me t ropo l i t an  
Pa rk  on  t he  17 th  (Szabo ) ;  ( 3 )  one  appea red  a t  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  
on  t he  24 th  (K lamm) ;  ( 4 )  ano the r  obse rve r,  hea rd  one  s i ng ing  i n  
Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  t he  24 th  and  v i ewed  one  on  t he  30 th  
(S i ebe r t ) ;  ( 5 )  one  was  obse rved  s eve ra l  t imes  a s  i t  s ang  a t  War r ens v i l l e  
Fa rms  on  t he  30 th  (Kn igh t ) .  

P ro thono t a ry  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  One  appea red  on  qu i t e  an  ea r l y  da t e ,  May  1 ,  
a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  (F l an igan ) .  ( 2 )  A  s i ng ing  ma le  was  p r e sen t  a t  B l ack  R ive r  
Rese rva t i on ,  E1y r i a ,  whe re  i t  i s  s e ldom obse rved ,  on  May  13  and  23  
( Johnson ) .  

Worm-ea t i ng  Warb l e r  -  One  was  p r e sen t  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  
May  31  and  v i ewed  a s  i t  s ang  (K i t son  and  Hende r son ) .  

Go lden -winged  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  A  s i ng ing  ma1e  was  obse rved  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  
on  May  8  (F l an igan ) .  ( 2 )  One  was  r epo r t ed  f rom Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  
May  10  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

Ye l l ow- th roa t ed  Warb l e r  -  One  was  d i s cove red  on  Apr i l  26  a s  i t  s ang  a t  
Auro ra  Sanc tua ry  and  was  s t ud i ed  fo r  s eve ra l  m inu t e s  unde r  i dea l  con 
d i t i ons  a s  i t  moved  s l owly  abou t  i n  a  t r e e  no t  ye t  i n  l e a f  (Hende r son  e t  
a l ) .  Th i s  wa rb l e r  ha s  no t  been  r epo r t ed  i n  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion  s i nce  
1964  and  t h i s  da t e  i s  a  new  ea r l y  occu r r ence  r eco rd .  

P r a i r i e  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  A  ma le  t ha t  s ang  cons t an t l y  a s  i t  f ed  c lo se  t o  t he  
g round  was  obse rved  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  a t  10 :00  AM on  Apr i l  28  and  s t i l l  
s ang  i n  t he  s ame  a r ea  a t  12 :30  (F l an igan  and  Ca r ro the r s ) .  ( 2 )  One  was  
obse rved  a t  Uppe r  Shake r  Lake  on  May  3  i a  a  c l ump  o f  bushes  t oge the r  
w i th  a  Ches tnu t - s i ded  Warb l e r  (Newman) .  

Ken tucky  Warb l e r  - .A  ma le  s ang  l oud ly  a s  i t  f ed  l ow  to  t he  g round  i n  
Wa i t e  H i l l  a t  8 :15  AM on  May  10  (F l an igan ) .  
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Orcha rd  Or io l e  -  One  was  s i ng ing  i n  Dona ld  Gray  Ga rdens  i n  down
town  C leve l and  on  May  9  (K lamm) .  

Summer  Tanage r  - A  fu l l  p lumaged  ma le  was  l oca t ed  by  h i s  song  a t  
Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm,  K i r t l and  H i l l s ,  on  Apr i l  30  and  r ema ined  s eve ra l  
days  t he r ea f t e r  (Bo l e ,  J r. ) .  Th i s  i s  t he  s econd  Apr i l  r e co rd  i n  t he  
r eg ion .  

House  F inch  - Two  ma le s  we re  p r e sen t  a t  a  Wa i t e  H i l l  f e ede r  
on  Apr i l  26 ,  27 ,  and  30 ,  and  i den t i f i ed  a s  t he  Ca rpodacus  
f ron t a l i s  hyb r id  by  t he  ro sy  s t r i p ing  on  t he  s i de s  (F l an igan ) .  

P ine  Grosbeak  -  One  was  r epo r t ed  a t  Deep  Lock  Qua r ry,  Pen in su l a  on  
Apr i l  26  (Szabo ) ,  qu i t e  a  l a t e  da t e .  

Whi t e -w inged  Cros sb i l l  - Two  were  obse rved  a t  Rocky  R ive r  
Rese rva t i on  on  Apr i l  26  (K lamm) .  Th i s  ma rks  a  new  l a t e  da t e  o f  
occu r r ence ,  

Oregon  Junco  -  ( 1 )  An  i nd iv idua l  o f  t he  p ink - s ided  r ace  o f  t he  Oregon  
Junco  was  obse rved  and  pho tog raphed  a s  i t  f ed  w i th  S l a t e - co lo r ed  
Juncos ,  Tree  Spa r rows ,  and  Common  Redpo l l s  on  March  15  a t  Men to r  
(Hammond) .  ( 2 )  One  f r equen t ed  t he  a r ea  abou t  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  i n  
Euc l i d  on  March  24  and  25  a l t hough  t he  S l a t e - co lo r ed  Juncos  pe r s i s t 
ed  i n  d r i v ing  i t  away.  Th i s  b i rd  was  a l so  pho tog raphed  (F i en ing ) .  

F IELD NOTES 

Nes t i ng  Canada  Geese .  A ne s t  was  pa r t i a l l y  cons t ruc t ed  a t  Sunse t  
Pond  i n  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  on  March  30 .  Fou r  eggs  we re  v i s i 
b l e  on  Apr i l  12  when  t he  f ema le  changed  pos i t i on  on  t he  ne s t .  On  t he  
n igh t  o f  Apr i l  28  two  young  we re  obse rved  a s  t he  f ema le  moved  t o  
a ccom moda t e  t he  ac t i v i t y  benea th  he r.  The  fo l l owing  even ing  t he  ne s t  
was  emp ty  and  t he  adu l t s  had  moved  t o  t he  back  o f  t he  pond  whe re  
f i ve  gos l i ngs  we re  s een .  By  May  31  t he  gos l i ngs  we re  deve lop ing  we l l  
and  beg inn ing  t o  show t r ace s  o f  cheek  pa t ch  and  b l ack  “ s tock ing” .  As  
i n  1969  t he  ne s t i ng  pa i r  t o l e r a t ed  t he  p r e sence  o f  o the r  adu l t s .  Two  
o the r  pa i r  ev idenced  ne s t i ng  i nc l i na t i ons  bu t  no  p rog re s s  was  no t ed .  
- GLENN KITSON 

At  a  sma l l  pond  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  a  ne s t  was  ac t i ve  on  Apr i l  6 .  I t  
was  l oca t ed  i n  a  sma l l  c l ump  o f  w i l l ows  comple t e ly  su r rounded  by  
wa t e r  w i th  j u s t  enough  space  a t  t he  ba se  t o  a ccommoda t e  t he  ne s t .  No  
o the r  Canada  Geese  we re  t o l e r a t ed  on  t h i s  pond  du r ing  t he  ne s t i ng  and  
a  no i sy  chase  ensued  i f  ano the r  made  a  l and ing .  A l though  a  da i l y  
check  was  made  t he  ne s t  was  neve r  f ound  unoccup i ed  so  no  coun t  
cou ld  be  made  o f  t he  eggs .  A t  7 :30  AM on  May  10  fou r  gos l i ngs ,  
no t  ye t  comp le t e ly  d ry,  we re  s een  w i th  t he  pa r en t s .  By  May  21  
on ly  one  gos l i ng  r ema ined .  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  succe s s fu l  ne s t i ng  on  
t h i s  pond .  -  ANNETTE B .  FLANIGAN 
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Woodcock  Mig ra t i ng  i n  Mid -Apr i l .  On  Apr i l  17  a t  8 :15  AM,  I  f ound  
a  dead  Amer i can  Woodcock  on  t he  g rounds  o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  
Educa t i on  bu i l d ing  i n  down town  C leve l and .  I t  h ad  ev iden t l y  been  
k i l l ed  du r ing  t he  n igh t  when  i t  b roke  i t s  neck  by  f l y ing  i n to  one  o f  
t he  many  l a rge  w indows  i n  t he  bu i l d ing .  S ince  t he  b i rd  was  
undoub t ed ly  a  t r an s i en t ,  i t s  occu r r ence  i n  m id -Apr i l  i s  s i gn i f i c an t  
because  i t  s e ems  t o  i nd i ca t e  t ha t  some  member s  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  a r e  
m ig ra t i ng  t h rough  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion  wh i l e  o the r s  have  a l r eady  
e s t ab l i shed  ne s t i ng  t e r r i t o r i e s  he r e  f o r  ne s t s  w i th  eggs  have  been  
found  i n  t he  r eg ion  a s  e a r l y  a s  March  27 .  -  DONALD L ,  NEWMAN 

Jays  and  O the r  Lake l i ne  Mig ran t s .  Be tween  8 :40  and  11 :00  AM on  
Apr i l  26 ,  f r om a  van t age  po in t  on  t he  h igh  b lu f f  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  
ove r look ing  Lake  E r i e ,  I  t a l l i ed  t he  b i rd s  wh ich  we re  mig ra t i ng  
a long  t he  l ake l i ne .  The  day  was  sunny,  wa rm,  and  w ind l e s s .  

The  wes t - t o - ea s t  pa s sage  o f  B lue  J ays  was  appa ren t l y  a l r e ady  
unde rway  when  I  a r r i ved  a t  t he  b lu f f ,  f o r  I  immed ia t e ly  began  t o  
r e co rd  sma l l  bands  o f  m ig ran t s  r ang ing  f rom two  t o  20  b i rd s .  
Dur ing  t he  f i r s t  hou r  wh i l e  a  m i s t  hung  ove r  t he  l ake ,  t he  J ays  f l ew  
in  a  na r row  pa thway  ove r  l and  bu t  w i th in  100  f ee t  o r  so  o f  t he  l ake -
l i ne ,  t he i r  a l t i t ude  r ang ing  f rom 150  t o  pe rhaps  500  f ee t .  By  9 :30  
t he  mi s t  had  begun  t o  d i s s i pa t e ,  and  t he  J ays  began  t o  move  on  a  
b roade r  cou r se ,  some  o f  t hem f l y ing  ove r  t he  l ake .  

As  t he  morn ing  advanced ,  more  and  more  o f  t he  f l i gh t s  we re  
ove r  t he  l ake  and  a t  an  i nc r ea s ing  a l t i t ude ,  p robab ly  nea r i ng  1 ,000  
f ee t .  Occas iona l l y,  howeve r,  a  sma l l  band  wou ld  pa s s  by  no t  much  
above  t he  t r e e tops ,  and  one  g roup  o f  n ine  ac tua l l y  pe r ched  fo r  abou t  
a  m inu t e  i n  t he  t op  o f  a  t a l l  r ed  oak  be fo r e  mov ing  on .  As  i s  cu s 
t omary,  a l l  o f  t he  b i rd s  t h roughou t  t he  morn ing  we re  s i l en t .  

Du r ing  t he  two  hou r s  and  20  minu t e s  o f  obse rva t i on ,  I  r e co rd 
ed  an  even  700  J ays ,  t hough  t h i s  number  i s  l e s s  t han  t he  t r ue  f i gu re  
s i nce  s eve ra l  f l i gh t s  we re  so  h igh  and  w idesp read  I  cou ld  no t  coun t  
t hem in  t he i r  en t i r e t y.  The  l a rge s t  movemen t  occu r r ed  f rom 9 :30  t o  
9 :45  when  I  t a l l i ed  272  b i rd s .  I n  t he  f i na l  ha l f  hou r  I  coun t ed  on ly  
19 .  

O the r  m ig ran t s ,  t hough  i n  ve ry  sma l l  number s ,  we re  a l so  
pa s s ing  f rom wes t  t o  e a s t  a l ong  t he  l ake l i ne .  Sepa ra t e  bands  o f  
Red -winged  B lackb i rd s ,  Common  Grack l e s ,  and  Brown-headed  
Cowbi rd s  - -  s i ng l e s  t o  a s  many  a s  n ine  - -  moved  i n t e rmi t t en t l y  
t h roughou t  t he  morn ing ,  t he  Grack l e s  be ing  t he  mos t  numerous .  
I n  pa s sage ,  t oo ,  we re  a  f ew  Mourn ing  Doves ,  1  Be l t ed  K ing f i she r,  
11  Ye l l ow-sha f t ed  F l i cke r s ,  mos t l y  s i ng l e s  t hough  once  t h r ee  
t oge the r ;  1  Red -headed  Woodpecke r ;  a  band  o f  5 ,  t hen  l a t e r  2  
B l ack -capped  Ch ickadees ;  and  a t  11 :00  AM an  Eas t e rn  K ingb i rd  
f l y ing  qu i t e  h igh  and  a t  g r ea t  speed .  
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In  add i t i on  t o  t he  wes t - t o - ea s t  movemen t ,  t he r e  was  a  s ca t 
t e r ed  pa s sage  f rom ea s t  t o  wes t  cons i s t i ng  o f  a  f ew  Red -winged  
B lackb i rd s ,  Common  Grack l e s ,  Ba rn  Swa l lows ,  and  b rown-backed  
swa l lows (p re sumab ly  t he  Rough-winged )  wh ich  we re  t oo  f a r  ou t  
ove r  t he  l ake  t o  be  i den t i f i ed .  -  DONALD L ,  NEWMAN 

Common  Grack l e  Fo rms  a  Gua rd .  A t  m id -day  on  May  22  I  c ame  
upon  a  young  Grack l e  pe r ched  uns t ead i l y  i n  a  sma l l  t r e e  no t  f a r  
f r om i t s  ne s t  40  f ee t  h igh  i n  a  con i f e r  i n  t he  woods  ga rden  a t  t he  
Na tu r a l  Sc i ence  Museum.  The  adu l t  b i rd s  became  a l a rmed  a s  I  
app roached  and  w i thou t  t he  s l i gh t e s t  wa rn ing  o r  vo i ce  a t  l e a s t  12  
o the r  ma tu r e  Grack l e s  swooped  i n to  t he  a r ea  and  s e t  up  an  exceed 
ing ly  v igo rous  f l i gh t  cove r  and  d in  ove r  and  a round  t he  young  b i rd  
coming  qu i t e  c l o se  t o  my  head  a t  t imes .  My  cu r io s i t y  impe l l ed  me  
t o  g ive  t he  sma l l  t r e e  a  shake .  Wi th  t h i s  t he  young  b i rd  f l ew  to  
ano the r  t r e e  and  t he  “gua rds”  fo l l owed  i n to  su r round ing  t r e e s  and  
became  qu i e t .  -  GLENN KITSON 

F i f t e en  Yea r s  o f  B i rd ing  i n  Fo re s t  H i l l  Pa rk .  Fo re s t  H i l l  Pa rk ,  f o r 
mer ly  a  pa r t  o r  t he  John  D .  Rocke fe l l e r  e s t a t e ,  i s  l oca t ed  a s t r i de  t he  
bounda ry  be tween  t he  c i t y  o f  Eas t  C l eve l and  and  t he  c i t y  o f  
C l eve l and  He igh t s .  I t  con t a in s  267  ac r e s ,  o f  wh ich  184  a r e  i n  Eas t  
C l eve l and  and  83  i n  C l eve l and  He igh t s .  These  no t e s  a r e  t aken  f rom 
my  r eco rd  shee t s  and  cove r  a  span  o f  15  yea r s  o f  obse rva t i on .  On  
many  o f  t he  wa lk s  I  was  j o ined  by  He l en  Nanov i c  and  Ha r ry  and  
Ru th  Tay lo r  and  t hey  a s s i s t ed  i n  much  o f  t he  obse rva t i on  and  i den t i 
f i c a t i on .  

Th ree  Whi s t l i ng  Swans  on  t he  pond  nea r  Fo re s t  H i l l s  
Bou l eva rd  on  March  13 ,  1970 ,  added  one  more  spec i e s  t o  t he  Pa rk  
r eco rds  and  made  a  t o t a l  number  o f  160  spec i e s  r e co rded .  Ove r  t he  
yea r s  o the r  uncommon  v i s i t o r s  t o  t he  pond  i nc lude  a  Common  Loon  
i n  Apr i l  1961 ;  an  Osp rey  i n  Apr i l  1964 ;  and  two  Casp i an  t e rn s  i n  
Augus t  1967 .  A t  t imes  o f  l ow  wa te r  l eve l ,  s ho reb i rd s  have  appea red  
on  s andba r s  a t  one  end  o f  t he  pond :  So l i t a ry  Sandp ipe r  9 /26 /62 ;  
Pec to r a l  Sandp ipe r  8 /21 /65 ;  Grea t e r  and  Les se r  Ye l l owlegs  9 /19 /65 .  

The  s t r e am,  a  pond  ou t l e t  w i th  a  m in i a tu r e  c a scade ,  a t t r a c t s  
many  b i rd s ,  no t ab ly  a  Win t e r  Wren  i n  Apr i l  1965  and  Oc tobe r  1968 ,  
and  Common  Redpo l l s  i n  November  1965 .  Warb l e r s  i n  good  number  
and  va r i e ty  t a r ry  a  f ew  days  i n  t he  Pa rk  each  sp r i ng ,  u sua l l y  nea r  
t he  s t r e am.  They  can  a l so  be  found  i n  a  s t r e t ch  o f  woods  ex t end ing  
t o  t he  no r th  o f  t he  pond .  The  ea r l y  s i x t i e s  we re  e spec i a l l y  p roduc 
t i ve  wa rb l e r  yea r s ,  r e ach ing  a  peak  i n  1963  when  20  spec i e s  we re  
t a l l i ed  be tween  May  3  and  27 .  Fou r  more  wa rb l e r  spec i e s  a r e  on  t he  
l i s t  and  i nc lude  an  Orange -c rowned  i n  Apr i l  1961  and  a  Mourn ing  
Warb l e r  on  May  and  June  da t e s  o f  t he  s ame  yea r,  mak ing  a  t o t a l  
coun t  o f  24  wa rb l e r  spec i e s  obse rved  i n  t he  Pa rk .  

To  t he  no r th ,  t he  s t r e am cu t s  t h rough  a  na r row  r av ine  
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be fo r e  go ing  unde rg round  and  t he  vege t a t i on  on  t he  h i l l s i de  i s  heavy,  
mak ing  i t  a  f avo r i t e  p l ace  fo r  t he  t h ru shes  I t  was  he r e  a  Woodcock  
made  an  appea rance  i n  Apr i l  1968 ,  

To  t he  ea s t  much  l and  i s  g iven  t o  p i cn i c  a r ea s ,  ba seba l l  d i a 
monds ,  p r ac t i c e  f i e l d s ,  and  t enn i s  cou r t s .  Vespe r  and  Savannah  
Spa r rows  f i nd  t he se  f i e l d s  t o  t he i r  l i k ing ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  f a l l .  On  
Apr i l  23  and  24 ,  1961 ,  Sp rague ’s  P ip i t s  we re  found  f eed ing  i n  t h i s  
a r ea  and  p roved  t o  be  t he  f i r s t  s i gh t i ng  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  i n  t he  
C leve l and  r eg ion .  

To  t he  wes t ,  a  h igh ,  g r ace fu l l y - a r ched  foo tb r i dge  spans  Fo re s t  
H i l l s  Bou l eva rd  connec t i ng  t he  two  ma in  s ec t i ons  o f  t he  Pa rk .  S tone  
u sed  i n  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t h i s  b r i dge  was  qua r r i ed  on  t he  p rope r ty  
be fo r e  Mon t i ce l l o  Bou l eva rd  was  cu t  t h rough .  The  qua r ry  now l i e s  
deep ly  bu r i ed  unde rnea th .  Beyond  t he  b r i dge  t he r e  i s  a  w ide  meadow 
in  wh ich  a  f ew  Moses  C leve l and  t r e e s  s t i l l  s t and .  I n  a  sma l l e r  t r e e  i n  
t h i s  meadow,  ho l l ow  a t  t he  t op ,  a  pa i r  o f  Grea t  Horned  Owls  ne s t ed  i n  
1963  and  succe s s fu l l y  r e a r ed  two  young .  The  fou r  Owls  we re  s een  nea r  
t he  ne s t i ng  t r e e  on  May  8  o f  t ha t  yea r.  

Mov ing  i n  a  sou the r l y  d i r ec t i on ,  pa s t  more  ba seba l l  d i amonds  
and  p i cn i c  t ab l e s ,  we  come  to  deepe r  r av ine s ,  s t e epe r  h i l l s  and  more  
rugged  t e r r a in ,  and  a  s t r e am wi th  a  s i z ab l e  wa t e r f a l l .  F i e ld ,  Song ,  and  
Ch ipp ing  Spa r rows  a r e  common  summer  r e s iden t s ,  and  Fox ,  Whi t e -
t h roa t ed ,  and  Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  a r e  yea r l y  mig ran t s .  A  f ew  Tree  
Spa r rows  w in t e r  he r e .  Th i s  a r ea  ha s  p roduced  t he  unexpec t ed  f rom 
t ime  t o  t ime :  P ine  Grosbeaks  we re  found  f eed ing  i n  a  t a l l  p ine  t r e e  i n  
November  1965 ,  and  Snow Bun t ings  we re  obse rved  i n  November  1966 .  
Two  Immatu re  Red -headed  Woodpecke r s  spen t  t he  w in t e r  o f  1966 -67  i n  
a  nea rby  woods .  They  we re  checked  o f t en  f rom Oc tobe r  30  un t i l  t h e  
fo l l owing  May  and  by  mid -Feb rua ry  t he  change  t o  adu l t  p lumage  had  
been  comple t ed .  

The  fo l l owing  made  on ly  one  appea rance  i n  t he  r eco rds :  Orcha rd  
Or io l e  5 /4 /61 ;  Bobo l ink  5 /1 /62 ;  Even ing  Grosbeak  5 /4 /62 ;  O l ive - s i ded  
F lyca t che r  5 /22 /66 ;  Horned  La rk  10 /29 /67 .  A l l  we re  s een  i n  open  
meadows .  

As  t he  hab i t a t  ha s  changed  i n  o rde r  t o  make  way  fo r  h igh r i s e  
apa r tmen t s ,  by  t he  de s t ruc t i on  o f  hund reds  o f  t r e e s  and  chang ing  t he  
con tou r  o f  t he  l and ,  a  dec l i ne  i n  b i rd  popu l a t i on  appea r s  t o  have  t aken  
p l ace .  -  FAY B .  KING 

Repor t  f r om Downtown  C leve l and .  The  r egu l a r  m id -day  obse rva t i ons  
t ha t  have  been  made  a t  E r i e  S t r ee t  Ceme te ry  i n  down town  C leve l and  
fo r  t he  pa s t  t h r ee  sp r i ngs  have  r e su l t ed  i n  a  t o t a l  o f  83  spec i e s .  Th ree  
spec i e s  we re  added  t h i s  sp r i ng  - -  Pu rp l e  F inch ,  Ph i l ade lph i a  Vi r eo ,  and  
Hens low’s  Spa r row.  The  Ceme te ry  was  t he  s i t e  o f  f i r s t - obse rva t i on  
da t e s  f o r  t h r ee  spec i e s  t h i s  sp r i ng :  Savannah  Spa r row  3 /30 ;  Hens low’s  
Spa r row  3 /27 ;  F i e ld  Spa r row  4 /1 .  -  S IBYL LEACH 
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May  Coun t  1970 .  The  f i f t h  “May  Coun t”  by  t he  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  was  
made  on  May  16 -17  w i th  t he  wes t e rn  po r t i on  o f  t he  r eg ion  i n  t he  sun  
and  t he  ea s t e rn  po r t i on  de luged  w i th  r a in  o r  ove rca s t .  A  t a l l y  o f  142  
spec i e s  was  made  and  i nc luded  Common  Egre t ,  B l ack -c rowned  N igh t  
He ron ,  B lue  Goose ,  Up land  P love r,  F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l ,  Mock ingb i rd ,  
Whi t e - eyed  and  Ph i l ade lph i a  Vi r eos ,  25  spec i e s  o f  wa rb l e r s ,  P ine  
S i sk in ,  and  Red  Cros sb i l l .  -  GLENN KITSON 

TEETERERS AND TAIL  BOBBERS 

Co lo ra t i on ,  s i l houe t t e ,  hab i t a t  and  behav io r  a r e  s i gn i f i c an t  a i d s  
i n  de t e rmin ing  t he  spec i e s  o f  a  b i rd ,  ye t  f ew  t r a i t s  a r e  more  he lp fu l  i n  
f i e l d  i den t i f i c a t i on  t han  t a i l bobb ing  and  t e e t e r i ng ;  r emarkab l e  behav io r  
cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  t ha t  some t imes  g ive  t he  appea rance  o f  obse rv ing  a  
mechan i ca l  t oy.  A  t h ru sh  t ha t  cocks  i t s  t a i l  a t  an  ang l e  and  t hen  d rops  
i t  s l owly  can  be  r ead i l y  i den t i f i ed  f rom the  o the r s  o f  i t s  spec i e s  a s  a  
He rmi t  Th rush .  The  b i rde r  who  can  spo t  a  Win t e r  Wren  be fo r e  t he  b i rd  
s ee s  h im  can  obse rve  i t  bobb ing  up  and  down  and  cock ing  i t s  t a i l  ove r 
head .  The  P ra i r i e  Warb l e r  f l i ck s  i t s  t a i l  n e rvous ly  a s  i t  moves  t h rough  
t he  sh rubbe ry  i n  s ea r ch  o f  i n sec t s .  The  Pa lm  Warb l e r,  l i v ing  and  f eed 
ing  even  c lo se r  t o  t he  g round  t han  t he  P ra i r i e ,  bobs  i t s  t a i l  i n ce s san t l y.  
The  t i l t i ng  o r  wav ing  o f  t he  t a i l  up  and  down  a s  i t  f e eds  i s  t he  cha r ac 
t e r i s t i c  t ha t  a t t r a c t s  t he  obse rve r  t o  t he  b i rd  and  because  o f  t h i s  t r a i t  i t  
i s  some t imes  ca l l ed  t he  wag - t a i l  wa rb l e r. 

O the r  member s  o f  t he  wa rb l e r  f ami ly  t ha t  t e e t e r  o r  bob  a r e  t he  
Nor the rn  and  Lou i s i ana  Wa te r t h ru shes .  They  l ook  l i ke  a  t h ru sh  and  bob  
i nce s san t l y  a s  t hey  wa lk  a long  t he  edge  o f  t he  wa t e r,  a s  does  t he  
Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r  who  nea r ly  a lways  t e e t e r s  and  when  a l a rmed  ha s  t he  
ne rvous  hab i t  o f  cons t an t l y  t i l t i ng  i t s  body.  I t  t i p s  up  and  down  
be tween  s t ep s  a s  i f  hav ing  d i f f i cu l t y  t r y ing  t o  ba l ance  on  i t s  s l im  l egs .  
The  So l i t a ry  Sandp ipe r  ha s  t he  s ame  hab i t  o f  nodd ing  and  bowing  i t s  
head ,  bu t  i t  i s  no t  a  body  t i ppe r  a s  i s  t he  Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r.  

P ip i t s  and  Wag ta i l s ,  when  f eed ing ,  r un  r ap id ly  on  t he  g round  
ve ry  much  l i ke  s andp ipe r s ,  t i l t i ng  and  f l i r t i ng  t he i r  t a i l s .  The  
Sp rague ’s  P ip i t  s cou r s  t he  sho r t -g r a s s  p r a i r i e s  and  b l ends  so  we l l  w i th  
i t s  su r round ings  t ha t  o f t en  on ly  t he  f l i ck  o f  wh i t e  a s  t he  t a i l  tw i t ches  
g ive s  i t  away.  

The  champion  bobbe r s  a r e  t he  wren - l i ke  D ippe r s  o f  t he  moun ta in  
ca scades .  The re  i s  on ly  one  member  o f  t h i s  f ami ly  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  
and  i t  l i v e s  nea r  r u sh ing  s t r e ams  i n  t he  Rocky  Moun ta in s  and  t he  
moun ta in s  o f  Ca l i f o rn i a .  Thi s  D ippe r  bobs  v igo rous ly  some  40  t o  60  
t imes  a  m inu t e .  

A l though  spa r rows  a r e  p r ima r i l y  g round  f eede r s ,  t hey  a r e  
no t  cons ide r ed  t a i l - bobbe r s .  Ye t  c e r t a i n  va r i e t i e s  such  a s  



- 34  - Vo l .  66 ,  No .  2  

t he  Song  Spa r row  can  be  i den t i f i ed  by  t he  ne rvous  tw i t ch  i n  t he  t a i l  a s  
t hey  hop  a long  t he  g round  f eed ing .  

These ,  t hen  fo r  t he  mos t  pa r t  a r e  t he  b i rd s  wh ich  can  be  i den t i f i ed  
by  t he  s eeming ly  ne rvous  hab i t  o f  t a i l - bobb ing  o r  t e e t e r i ng .  They  r ep re 
s en t  member s  o f  t he  t h ru sh ,  wren ,  wa rb l e r,  and  s andp ipe r  f ami l i e s ,  p lu s  
p ip i t s  and  ouze l s .  I n  add i t i on  t o  t he i r  phys i ca l  gy ra t i ons ,  t he  one  t r a i t  
t hey  a l l  s eem to  sha r e  i s  t ha t  t hey  a r e  p r ima r i l y  g round  f eede r s  o r  
dwe l l e r s .  

A l though  many  exp l ana t i ons  o f  t he se  behav io r  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  have  
been  pu t  f o r t h ,  t he  r e a sons  a r e  no t  t oo  conv inc ing .  Pe rhaps  t he  mos t  r e a 
sonab l e  t heo ry  i s  t ha t  when  a  b i rd  t e e t e r s  i t  h e lp s  i n  s ee ing  t he  i r r egu 
l a r i t i e s  o f  t he  g round  and  s ee ing  ob j ec t s  f r om two  d i f f e r en t  po in t s  he lp s  
t o  de t e rmine  d i s t ance  and  t he r e fo r e  a id s  i n  l oca t i ng  food .  By  head  bob 
b ing  t he  eyes  c an  de t ec t  o the rw i se  obscu re  p r ey.  Ano the r  t heo ry  i s  t ha t  
b i rd s  on  t he  g round  a r e  more  vu lne r ab l e  t o  p r eda to r s  a s  any  b i rd  on  t he  
open  g round  can  be  t h r ea t ened  f rom above .  I n  obse rv ing  t he  ac t i ons  o f  
Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r s ,  I  f i nd  t ha t  a f t e r  d ropp ing  i n to  a  new  f eed ing  a r ea  
t hey  s eem to  bob  more  r ap id ly  t han  a f t e r  t hey  beg in  t o  f e ed ,  a s  t hough  
t hey  a r e  p r im ing  t hemse lve s  i n  c a se  a  f a s t  t ake -o ff  i s  nece s sa ry. 
Tee t e r i ng  s imu la t e s  f l i gh t  so  t ha t  i n  t he  va s tne s s  o f  a  f i e l d  t he  b i rd s  a r e  
r e ady  t o  l e ave  t he  ea r t h  w i th  each  downward  sw ing  t o  t he  t a i l  and  each  
l i f t  o f  t he  body. 

The  p ip i t s ,  wag t a i l s ,  s andp ipe r s ,  ouze l s ,  and  wa t e r t h ru shes  a l l  
sha r e  a  s im i l a r i t y  i n  t ha t  t hey  a r e  wa lke r s .  Hoppe r s  do  no t  gene ra l l y  
t e e t e r.  S i ze  migh t  p l ay  a  r o l e  i n  why  t he se  sma l l e r  wa lke r s  sha r e  t h i s  
hab i t  a s  l a rge r  wa lke r s  such  a s  wade r s  and  ga l l i naceous  b i rd s  do  no t  
t e e t e r.  Bu t  t he r e  a r e  i ncons i s t enc i e s  i n  t he se  t heo r i e s  - -  t he  Ovenb i rd ,  
a l t hough  a  wa lke r  and  c lo se ly  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  t he  wa t e r t h ru shes ,  does  
no t  sha r e  t he  hab i t .  

O the r  spec i e s  o f  s andp ipe r s  and  sho reb i rd s  l i v ing  i n  t he  s ame  
env i ronmen t  a s  t he  Spo t t ed  and  So l i t a ry  Sandp ipe r  a r e  qu i t e  con t en t  j u s t  
t o  r un  o r  wa lk  a long  t he  sho re .  O the r  p r a i r i e  and  open  f i e l d  f e ede r s  such  
a s  t he  Horned  La rk ,  D ickc i s s e l ,  and  l ongspu r s  c an  f i nd  food  and  be  a l e r t  
aga in s t  dange r  w i thou t  any  body  movemen t s .  So  why  na tu r e  ha s  
endowed  ce r t a i n  spec i e s  o f  va r i ous  f ami l i e s  o f  b i rd s  w i th  t he se  unusua l  
phys i ca l  maneuve r s  may  neve r  be  comple t e ly  unde r s tood .  These  t r a i t s  do  
g ive  a  d i s t i nc t  qua l i t y  t o  t he  b i rd  wh ich  l e aves  an  i nde l i b l e  ma rk  on  t he  
mind  o f  t he  obse rve r.  -  DONALD A.  S IEBERT 

L i t e r a tu r e  C i t ed  

Ben t ,  A .  C .  1929  L IFE  HISTORIES  OF  NORTH AMERICAN SHORE 
BIRDS.  

Ben t ,  A ,  C .  1953  L IFE  HISTORIES  OF  NORTH AMERICAN 
WARBLERS.  

Na t i ona l  Geog raph i c  Soc i e ty  1964 .  SONG AND GARDEN BIRDS.  
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