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THE WEATHER 

December  -  The  mon th  was  cha r ac t e r i s t i c a l l y  d r ea ry  and  co ld .  
Sunsh ine  was  s ca r ce  and  t o t a l ed  on ly  10% o f  t he  amoun t  pos s ib l e .  
Tempe ra tu r e s  we re  more  f r equen t l y  be low  no rma l  i n  t he  l a t t e r  ha l f  
o f  t he  mon th  and  ave raged  3 .3  deg ree s  coo l e r  t han  no rma l .  On ly  
fou r  days  pa s sed  w i thou t  t r a ce  o r  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on .  Snow 
f e l l  on  16  o f  t he  19  days  when  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on  occu r r ed ,  
t o t a l ed  7  i nches  on  t he  g round  a t  t he  peak ,  and  was  con t i nuous  a f t e r  
t he  14 th .  To t a l  p r ec ip i t a t i on  a s  wa t e r  was  2 .46  i nches ,  and  was  i n  
exces s  by  0 .12  i nches .  

I n l and  and  qu i e t  wa t e r s  we re  sub j ec t  t o  t r an s i en t  f r e ez ing  a l l  du r ing  
t he  mon th .  Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  open  mos t  o f  t he  mon th .  Sk im ,  pack ,  
and  sho re  i c e  i n i t i a l l y  deve loped  on  t he  18 th ,  va r i ed  i n  s eve r i t y  
t h rough  t he  27 th ,  became  ex t ens ive  t he r ea f t e r.  

J anua ry  -  Excep t  f o r  one  day,  t he  29 th ,  t he  g round  was  con t i nuous ly  
cove red  w i th  measu rab l e  snow.  I t  r e ached  a  peak  o f  7  i nches  bu t  
was  neve r  r e f r e shed  w i th  new  snowfa l l  i n  exce s s  o f  1 . 3  i nches  a t  
any  one  t ime .  Measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on  occu r r ed  on  22  days  and  
sunsh ine  i nc r ea sed  t o  28% o f  t he  pos s ib l e  amoun t .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  
measu red  1 .28  i nches  a s  wa t e r  and  was  i n  de f i c i t  by  1 .39  i nches .  
Tempera tu r e s  we re  gene ra l l y  we l l  be low  no rma l  un t i l  t h e  l a s t  week  
o f  t he  mon th  and  ave raged  9 .5  deg ree s  co lde r  t han  no rma l .  

Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  ex t ens ive ly  i c e  cove red  a l l  du r ing  t he  mon th  
even  t hough  sou the r l y  w inds  p r eva i l ed  on  18  days .  

Feb rua ry  -  The  mon th  pa s sed  i n  a  mode ra t e ,  nea r  no rma l  manne r.  
Sunsh ine  i nc r ea sed  t o  51% o f  amoun t  pos s ib l e  and  t empe ra tu r e s  
ave r aged  1 .3  deg ree s  l e s s  t han  no rma l .  Ground  snow cove r  was  
measu rab l e  on  9  days  and  was  subs t an t i a l l y  ab sen t  a f t e r  t he  17 th .  
To t a l  p r ec ip i t a t i on  o f  1 . 35  i nches  was  i n  de f i c i t  by  0 .98  i nches .  
Wind  sh i f t s  occu r r ed  a t  r egu l a r  i n t e rva l s  w i th  10  days  p r eva i l i ng  
f rom no r the r l y  d i r ec t i ons ,  11  days  f rom sou the r l y,  and  7  days  f rom 
ea s t  o r  wes t  d i r ec t i ons .  

Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  ex t ens ive ly  i c e  cove red  w i th  some  b r i e f  i n t e r 
va l s  o f  sh i f t i ng  i c e  f i e l d s  and  open  f i s su r e s  occu r r i ng  i n  t he  l a t t e r  
pa r t  o f  t he  mon th .  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

The  w in t e r  s ea son  was  no t  spec t acu l a r  bu t  i t  was  ex t r eme ly  
ac t i ve .  A  t r emendous  agg rega t i on  o f  more  t han  100 ,000  gu l l s  was  p r e s 
en t  a l ong  t he  l ake f ron t  f o r  t he  Chr i s tmas  Coun t  conduc t ed  on  
C leve l and ’s  Eas t  S ide .  Th i s  number  ha s  neve r  been  even  c lo se ly  
app roached  i n  t he  t h i r t y  yea r  r e co rd  o f  t he  Eas t  S ide  coun t .  R ing -
b i l l ed  Gu l l s  we re  t he  mos t  abundan t ,  number ing  64 ,250 .  I n  add i t i on ,  
t he r e  we re  23 ,100  Bonapa r t e ’s  and  14 ,600  He r r i ng  Gu l l s  (K lamm) ,  

The  no r the rn  f i nches  we re  p r e sen t  i n  some  magn i tude  w i th  t he  
Comm on  Redpo l l  ove rwhe lming ly  p r edominan t .  The i r  appea rance  
encompassed  t he  en t i r e  C l eve l and  r eg ion  and  t hey  we re  r epo r t ed  w i th  
t he  r ecu r r i ng  t heme  “ th i s  w in t e r  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime  Redpo l l s  eve r  c ame  
t o  t he  f eede r s” .  Th i s  w idesp red  [w idesp read ]  i nvas ion  and  o the r  
a spec t s  o f  t he  s ea son  w i l l  be  d i s cus sed  be low.  

Wa te r fowl  L inge r s  i n  Reg ion .  A  Common  Loon  was  found  i n  Cuyahoga  
Fa l l s  on  December  23  a l i ve ,  bu t  w i th  a  w ing  i n ju r ed  by  sho t .  The  b i rd  
d id  no t  l i ve  t h rough  t he  fo l l owing  day  (Don  Manson  f i de  Szabo ) .  A  
l one  Whi s t l i ng  Swan  was  obse rved  a t  LaDue  Rese rvo i r  on  December  2  
(Sche ibe ) .  

A number  o f  dabb l i ng  ducks  de l ayed  t he i r  u sua l  depa r tu r e  t ime ,  a  
f ew  r ema in ing  t h rough  t he  s ea son .  P in t a i l  we re  r epo r t ed  i n  sma l l  num
be r s  on  many  s ca t t e r ed  da t e s  du r ing  t he  w in t e r.  A l l  obse rva t i ons  we re  
made  on  t he  C leve l and  l ake f ron t  (Sche ibe  e t  a l )  and  Lo ra in  l ake f ron t  
( Johnson ) ,  excep t  one  f rom Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  J anua ry  12 ,  
whe re  one  B lue -winged  Tea l  was  p r e sen t  a l so  (S i ebe r t ) .  A  g r een -
winged  Tea l  was  s een  on  t he  B lack  R ive r,  Lo ra in  Coun ty,  on  December  
20  (K lamm) .  Amer i can  Widgeon  w in t e r ed  i n  sma l l  numbe r s  a l ong  t he  
C leve l and  l ake f ron t  and  a t  Ba ldwin  Rese rvo i r  (Hoceva r  e t  a l ) ;  on  t he  
pond  i n  Wade  Pa rk  i n  C l eve l and  (Gaede  e t  a l ) ;  bu t  made  on ly  one  
appea rance  on  t he  Lo ra in  l ake f ron t  ( Johnson ) .  One  Wood  Duck  was  
s een  on  Ba ldwin  Rese rvo i r  du r ing  l a t e  December  and  ea r l y  J anua ry  
(Hoceva r  e t  a l ) ,  and  one  a t  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  J anua ry  1  
(S t a sko ) .  

Seve ra l  spec i e s  o f  d iv ing  ducks  we re  more  numerous  t han  i n  
r e cen t  yea r s  - -  no t ab ly  t he  O ldsquaw wh ich  was  r epo r t ed  i n  sma l l  
numbe r s  du r ing  t he  g r ea t e r  pa r t  o f  December  and  J anua ry.  A l l  r epo r t s  
c ame  f rom the  C leve l and  l ake f ron t  (K lamm e t  a l )  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  
one  f rom Ba ldwin  Rese rvo i r  on  December  28  (Sche ibe ) .  

A l l  t h r ee  spec i e s  o f  Sco t e r s  we re  obse rved .  Whi t e -w inged  
appea red  on  December  1  on  t he  Lo ra in  l ake f ron t  (Do lbea r )  and  
spo rad i c  s i gh t i ngs  we re  made  t h rough  t he  w in t e r  a l ong  t he  C leve l and  
l ake f ron t  on  and  a f t e r  December  20  (K lamm e t  a l ) .  See  t he  No tewor thy  
Reco rds  s ec t i on  fo r  r epo r t s  o f  t he  Su r f  and  Common  Sco t e r.  



- 4  - Vo l .  66 ,  No .  1  

Ga l l i naceous  B i rd s .  A  dec l i ne  i s  no t ed  i n  r epo r t s ,  c aused  p r e sum
ab ly  by  i nc r ea s ing  deve lopmen t  and  u rban i za t i on  wh ich  con t i nues  t o  
de s t roy  t he i r  hab i t a t .  O f  unusua l  i n t e r e s t ,  t h en ,  i s  a  r epo r t  f r om a  
mos t  un l i ke ly  l oca t i on .  “On  a  co ld  J anua ry  day  a  covey  o f  18  
Bobwhi t e  was  obse rved  fo r ag ing  i n  Wes t  Pa rk  Ceme te ry,  l e s s  t han  
f i ve  mi l e s  f r om Pub l i c  Squa re”  (S t a sko ) .  A  covey  o f  12  Bobwhi t e  
was  obse rved  i n  Ga r f i e l d  Pa rk ,  Ga r f i e l d  He igh t s ,  on  Feb rua ry  2  and  
22  (Kn igh t ) .  A  ve ry  poo r  s ea son  was  r epo r t ed  f rom Se ibe r l i ng  
Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron ,  “wor s t  s i nce  t he  Cen t e r  opened  s i x  yea r s  
ago”  (Szabo ) ;  “no t  one  appea red  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  du r ing  t he  w in t e r ”  
(F l an igan ) .  

On  t he  pos i t i ve  s i de  i s  a  r epo r t  f r om Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm,  
K i r t l and  H i l l s ,  o f  a  spec t acu l a r  i nc r ea se  i n  Ru ff ed  Grouse  i n  t he  
l a s t  t h r ee  yea r s  w i th  a t  l e a s t  two  b i rd s  w in t e r i ng  ve ry  nea r  t he  
house  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  Th ree  r ema ined  t h rough  t he  w in t e r  nea r  Se ibe r l i ng  
Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron  (Szabo ) .  

Common  Crow .  The  Common  Crow was  r epo r t ed  a lmos t  da i l y  i n  
sma l l  f l ocks  o f  t en  o r  l e s s  - -  excep t  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  whe re  a  f l ock  o f  
30  was  t a l l i ed  on  December  24 ,  and  50  b i rd s  on  J anua ry  22 .  Ea r ly  i n  
Feb rua ry  t he i r  number s  i nc r ea sed  and  100  we re  p r e sen t  on  t he  7 th  
(F l an igan ) ,  and  175  on  t he  22nd  . .  (She rwin ) .  

Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  i n  Abundance .  Fo l l owing  an  au tumn  o f  
numerous  r eco rds  t he  Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  was  r epo r t ed  da i l y  
- -  i n  con t r a s t  t o  t he  two  r epo r t s  r e ce ived  fo r  w in t e r  1968 -69 .  
Th i s  i s  i n  a cco rdance  w i th  t he i r  i r r egu l a r  hab i t .  

Chang ing  S t a tu s  o f  Mock ingb i rd  Con t inues .  I t  appea r s  t h i s  no r th 
wa rd  t r end  i s  t yp i ca l  a s  “ t he  eve r  more  no r the r l y  w in t e r i ngs  o f  t he  
Mock ingb i rd”  s t a t emen t  i n  Audubon  F i e ld  No te s  23 :3 :560  suppo r t s .  
The  p r e sence  o f  t he  Mock ingb i rd  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  con t i nued  
t h rough  t he  w in t e r  mon ths ,  becoming  i r r egu l a r  when  t he  be r r i e s  
we re  dep l e t ed  on  t he  moun ta in  a sh  wh ich  had  been  a  f avo r i t e  f e ed 
ing  spo t .  I n  l a t e  w in t e r,  i t  was  s een  fo r  a  f ew  hou r s  a t  a  t ime  eve ry  
week  o r  t en  days  (Reu t t e r ) .  One  was  s een  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  a t  f r equen t  
i n t e rva l s  whe re  i t  was  a lm os t  exc lu s ive ly  found  e i t he r  pe r ch ing  qu i 
e t l y  o r  f e ed ing  i n  a  moun ta in  a sh  - -  be ing  v i ewed  more  t han  a  dozen  
t imes .  These  two  Mock ingb i rd s  be ing  one  and  t he  s ame  b i rd  i s  a  
ma t t e r  o f  con j ec tu r e  s i nce  t he  d i s t ance  - -  a s  a  b i rd  f l i e s  - -  i s  no t  t oo  
g r ea t  (F l an igan  and  She rwin ) .  One  made  a  b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  a  ya rd  
ad jo in ing  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  on  Feb rua ry  8  (Sche ibe ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeak  A lmos t  a  Repea t .  Fo l l owing  an  ac t i ve  1968 -69  
w in t e r  s ea son  wh ich  was  cons ide r ed  one  o f  t he  l a rge s t  i ncu r
s i ons  eve r  expe r i enced ,  Grosbeaks  we re  aga in  r epo r t ed  i n  num
be r s .  Res iden t  f l ocks  we re  r epo r t ed  by  s even  con t r i bu to r s :  
( 1 )  a  f l ock  t ha t  va r i ed  f rom 2  t o  80  b i rd s  a r r i ved  i n  l a t e  
November  and  v i s i t ed  da i l y  a t  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  i n  B recksv i l l e  
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(P i skac )  ( s ee  F i e ld  No te s  s ec t i on  fo r  a ccoun t  o f  Grosbeaks 

go ing  t o  r oos t ) ;  ( 2 )  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm,  K i r t l and  H i l l s , 

sma l l  numbe r s  we re  p r e sen t  f r om December  1  un t i l  t h e  J anua ry  t haw, 

r e t u rned  on  Feb rua ry  9  and  became  r egu l a r  a f t e r  t he  15 th  (Bo le ,  J r. ) ; 

( 3 )  a  g roup  t ha t  numbered  f i ve  o r  l e s s  was  hea rd  da i l y  nea r  Cha rdon ,  
bu t  c ame  t o  t he  f eede r  on ly  r a r e ly  (Spa re ) ;  ( 4 )  f i ve  t o  25  b i rd s  we re  
da i l y  v i s i t o r s  i n  Wa l ton  B i l l s  (S t a l ey ) ;  ( 5 )  a  band  va ry ing  f rom 18  t o  
24  b i rd s ,  wh ich  a r r i ved  a t  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  i n  Men to r  i n  e a r l y  
December,  d imin i shed  t o  10  o r  12  b i rd s  i n  e a r l y  Feb rua ry  be l i eved  due  
t o  a  l e s s e r  amoun t  o f  f ood  be ing  p rov ided  du r ing  an  absence  (K lee ) ;  
( 6 )  a f t e r  s eve ra l  December  v i s i t s  i n  K i r t l and  H i l l s  a  band  number ing  
a s  h igh  a s  20  b i rd s  became  r egu l a r  i n  J anua ry  and  r ema ined  t o  t he  end  
o f  t he  pe r i od  (Dan i e l s ) ;  ( 7 )  on  December  13  a  f l ock  o f  10  was  p r e sen t  
i n  Chag r in  Fa l l s ,  b ecoming  da i l y  v i s i t o r s  i n  Feb rua ry.  A  h igh  coun t  o f  
36  was  r eached  on  t he  10 th  (Eng l i sh ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeaks  appea red  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty  i n  e a r l y  December  
and  r e s iden t  f l ocks  o f  35 ,  50 ,  and  60  b i rd s  we re  r epo r t ed .  I n  add i t i on ,  
many  r eco rds  we re  r ece ived  o f  i r r egu l a r  v i s i t s  ( f i de  Johnson ) .  

Obse rva t i ons  we re  made  o f  spo rad i c  v i s i t s  and /o r  l e s s e r  number s  
f r om o the r  l oca t i ons :  Ho lden  Arbo re tum (Hammond) ;  S t rongsv i l l e  
(Hoceva r ) ;  Se ibe r l i ng  Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron  (Szabo ) ;  Nor th  Chag r in  
Rese rva t i on  (Sche ibe ) ;  War r ensv i l l e  Fa rms  (Kn igh t ) ;  K i r t l and  H i l l s  
( f i de  Boo th ) ;  K i r t l and ,  Cha rdon ,  Ga t e s  Mi l l s  ( f i de  F l an igan ) .  

Common  Redpo l l  P r e sen t  Eve rywhe re .  Redpo l l s  appea red  l a t e  i n  
November  i n  subs t an t i a l  numbe r s  and  con t i nued  t o  be  a lmos t  un ive r 
s a l l y  abundan t  t h rough  t he  w in t e r.  Repo r t s  c ame  i n  a lmos t  a t  once  o f  
t he i r  a t t endance  a t  f e ed ing  s t a t i ons ,  a  r a r e ly  r epo r t ed  hab i t ,  and  t h i s  
became  a  r egu l a r  pa t t e rn .  They  mos t  common ly  occu r  and  f eed  i n  t he  
w i ld  bu t  t he  r eco rds  t h i s  s ea son  came  more  f r equen t l y  f rom u rban  
env i ronmen t s .  

Redpo l l s  a r r i ved  a t  a  Men to r  r e s i dence  i n  e a r l y  f a l l ,  f e ed ing  on  
s eeds  o f  t he  b i r ch  t r e e s  un t i l  t h ey  we re  dep l e t ed .  I n  f o rmer  yea r s  t he  
b i rd s  d i s appea red  when  t h i s  t ook  p l ace  bu t  t h i s  yea r  t hey  r ema ined  
and  v i s i t ed  t he  f eede r s  t o  pa r t ake  o f  t he  b i rd  s eed  mix tu r e ,  becoming  
qu i t e  t ame .  On  Feb rua ry  15  t he  band  numbered  50  o r  more  b i rd s  
(S t e r l e ) .  

Obse rva t i ons  we re  made  f r equen t l y  du r ing  t he  w in t e r  o f  Redpo l l s  
i n  t he  b i r ches  su r round ing  Fos t e r  Pond  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum - -  a  band  
o f  50  b i rd s  on  J anua ry  11  was  t he  l a rge s t  f l ock  obse rved  he r e .  On  
J anua ry  31 ,  Redpo l l s  we re  found  f eed ing  i n  t he  b i r ches  and  fo r ag ing  
on  t he  g round  benea th  t he  t r e e s  nea r  a  Men to r  r e s i dence .  When  t he  
food  d i s appea red  f rom the  t r e e s  t hey  found  t he  f eede r s  and  became  
progressively tamer, eventually associating freely with the other feeding  
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s t a t i on  b i rd s .  Th i s  f l ock  r eached  a  peak  number  o f  22  b i rd s  on  
Feb rua ry  21  (Hammond) .  

I n  e a r l y  December  Redpo l l s  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom the  Lo ra in  a r ea ,  
f e ed ing  on  s eeds  o f  t he  b i r ch  a t  t imes ,  bu t  on  J anua ry  7  a  f l ock  o f  200  
was  obse rved  f eed ing  on  weed  s eeds  a long  t he  roads ide .  Beg inn ing  on  
Feb rua ry  5  t hey  found  s eed  t ha t  had  been  s ca t t e r ed  on  t he  g round  nea r  
a  Lo ra in  r e s idence  and  by  t he  26 th  t he  f l ock  numbered  20  b i rd s .  A t  
f i r s t  t he  b i rd s  we re  qu i t e  t im id  bu t  soon  became  unconce rned  and  we re  
ea s i l y  pho tog raphed  (Do lbea r ) .  

A  g roup  o f  20  b i rd s  was  p r e sen t  a t  a  S t rongsv i l l e  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  
on  December  20 ,  and  42  b i rd s  we re  t a l l i ed  on  t he  25 th .  They  r ema ined  
t h rough  ea r l y  J anua ry,  w i th  a  coun t  o f  40  b i rd s  on  t he  1 s t  (Hoceva r ) .  

Redpo l l s  we re  obse rved  i n  Lakewood  Pa rk  Ceme te ry  i n  December  
and  J anua ry  - -  a  coun t  o f  35  b i rd s  on  December  6  (K lamm)  and  80  
b i rd s  on  t he  29 th  (S t a sko ) .  

A  s i ng l e  b i rd  v i s i t ed  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  i n  C l eve l and  He igh t s  on  
Feb rua ry  10 ,  t he  number  i nc r ea sed  t o  14  b i rd s  w i th in  a  f ew  days  and  
r ema ined  t h rough  t he  pe r i od  (Ande r son ) .  

F locks  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom Shake r  Lakes  du r ing  t he  en t i r e  w in t e r, 
i n  number s  a s  h igh  a s  29  b i rd s  (Gaede  e t  a l . ) .  

Redpo l l s  we re  obse rved  a long  t he  C leve l and  l ake f ron t  t h rough  
t he  w in t e r  a s  f o l l ows :  a  f ew  were  encoun t e r ed  i n  Lakewood  Pa rk  on  
December  6 ;  16  b i rd s  we re  s een  f eed ing  i n  t he  weed  pa t ches  a t  Whi t e  
C i t y  and  14  we re  s een  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  A i rpo r t  on  t he  21s t ;  n ine  
we re  p r e sen t  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  Feb rua ry  7 ;  22  b i rd s  we re  t a l l i ed  a t  
Whi t e  C i t y  on  t he  14 th  (K lamm) .  

A  t a l l y  o f  150  Redpo l l s  on  t he  E ly r i a  Ch r i s tmas  Coun t  i s  t he  
l a rge s t  number  r e co rded  i n  t he  pa s t  12  yea r s ,  and  138  we re  r epo r t ed  on  
t he  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  Coun t .  Te l ephone  ca l l s  we re  r ece ived  by  G lenn  
K i t son  a t  t he  Na tu r a l  Sc i ence  Museum r epo r t i ng  s i ng l e  b i rd s  and  sma l l  
f l ocks  appea r ing  du r ing  Feb rua ry  a t  home  f eede r s  i n  C l eve l and  
He igh t s ,  Shake r  He igh t s ,  Ga r f i e l d  He igh t s ,  Sou th  Euc l i d ,  and  
Wi l l oughby.  Res iden t  f l ocks ,  a s  we l l  a s  spo rad i c  r e co rds ,  we re  r epo r t ed  
f rom a r ea s  i n  and  a round  Lo ra in  ( Johnson ) .  

L imi t ed  appea rances  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom a lmos t  eve ry  co rne r  o f  
t he  C leve l and  r eg ion ,  and  a r e  l i s t ed  b r i e f l y  a s  t o  l oca l i t y.  Men to r :  a  
sma l l  f l ock  o f  f i ve  o r  more  b i rd s  we re  obse rved  a long  Ga r f i e l d  Road  
on  December  4  and  5 ,  and  Feb rua ry  3  (F l an igan ) ;  s eve ra l  b i rd s  we re  
p r e sen t  f o r  a  week  i n  m id -Feb rua ry  ( f i de  Boo th ) .  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s :  a  
band of 20 birds fed in a large stand of birch trees in a nursery planti ng on 
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December  17  (Zopha r  Warne r  f i de  F l an igan ) .  Wa i t e  H i l l :  n i ne  Redpo l l s  
we re  s een  on  December  12  and  14 ,  t h r ee  on  Feb rua ry  11  (F l an igan ) .  
Chag r in  Fa l l s :  a  sma l l  number  appea red  a t  a  r e s i dence  on  Feb rua ry  19  
and  r ema ined  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od ;  a  sma l l  number  was  obse rved  
f rom Janua ry  11  t o  25  a t  nea rby  LaDue  Rese rvo i r  (Eng l i sh ) .  C l eve l and  
He igh t s :  a  f e ede r  was  v i s i t ed  by  s eve ra l  b i rd s  on  i r r egu l a r  da t e s  f r om 
Janua ry  21  t o  Feb rua ry  19  (Nanov i c ) ;  e i gh t  we re  p r e sen t  i n  Fo re s t  H i l l  
Pa rk  on  Feb rua ry  22  (Newman) .  War r ensv i l l e  Fa rms :  f r om f i ve  t o  
e l even  Redpo l l s  we re  p r e sen t  on  s eve ra l  da t e s  be tween  Feb rua ry  8  and  
28  (Kn igh t ) .  Wi l l oughby :  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  was  v i s i t ed  on  Feb rua ry  8  
and  fo r  t he  fo l l owing  t en  days  by  one  t o  s even  b i rd s  (P roud foo t ) ;  a  
sma l l  number  was  s een  f rom Feb rua ry  15  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od  
(Ba rbou r ) ;  a  coun t  o f  90  b i rd s  was  made  a t  two  w indow-box  f eede r s  on  
Feb rua ry  28  (0 . J .  Me lbou rne  f i de  Pa l l i s t e r ) .  K i r t l and  H i l l s :  a  f l ock  o f  
36  b i rd s  was  p r e sen t  on  Feb rua ry  14  (Webs t e r ) ;  e i gh t  Redpo l l s  v i s i t ed  
a  f e ed ing  t r ay  on  Feb rua ry  20  bu t  on ly  one  b i rd  r e tu rned  t he  fo l l owing  
day  (Dan i e l s ) .  Lyndhu r s t :  e i gh t  Redpo l l s  we re  obse rved  on  Feb rua ry  15  
(K i t son ) .  Be rea :  a  band  o f  30  b i rd s  appea red  i n  m id -Feb rua ry  bu t  on ly  
a  f ew  r ema ined  fo r  t he  fo l l owing  s eve ra l  days  (Mrs .  Go l l e r  f i de  
Chamber s ) .  Ba ldwin  Rese rvo i r :  on  Feb rua ry  22  a  f l ock  o f  40  was  p r e s 
en t  (Leach ) .  B recksv i l l e :  t h r ee  b i rd s  appea red  on  Feb rua ry  22 ,  becom
ing  da i l y  v i s i t o r s  t he r ea f t e r  (P i skac ) .  

O the r  F inches .  P ine  S i sk in s  we re  r epo r t ed  w i th  uncommon  f r equency  
and  i n  unusua l l y  l a rge  number s .  The  f i r s t  s i z ab l e  f l ock  wh ich  numbered  
19  was  obse rved  i n  Rocky  R ive r  on  December  13  (S t a sko ) ,  and  53  we re  
s i gh t ed  i n  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  on  t he  24 th  (Hammond) .  The  
Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  Ch r i s tmas  Coun t  r e co rded  12  S i sk in s  and  20  we re  i n  
t he  r eg ion  on  J anua ry  13  ( f i de  Szabo ) .  The  l a rge s t  f l ocks  o f  t he  s ea son  
we re  obse rved  i n  t he  b i r ches  a round  Fos t e r  Pond  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum.  
A  t a l l y  was  made  o f  50  b i rd s  on  s eve ra l  occa s ions ,  t he  number  d imin 
i shed  and  on ly  two  we re  s een  on  Feb rua ry  8  (Hammond) .  O the r  r e co rds  
we re  fo r  one  o r  two  b i rd s  s een  a t  i n f r equen t  i n t e rva l s  and  came  f rom a t  
l e a s t  e i gh t  l oca l i t i e s .  

Amer i can  Go ld f inch  we re  p r e sen t  i n  excep t i ona l l y  l a rge  number s  
a l so .  A  w in t e r i ng  f l ock  i n  Wa l ton  H i l l s  con t a ined  more  t han  100  b i rd s  
(S t a l ey ) .  A f l ock  o f  75  t o  80  appea red  r egu l a r l y  t h rough  t he  w in t e r  a t  a  
r e s i dence  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  ( f i de  Skaggs ) .  A  g roup  o f  20  f ed  r egu l a r 
l y  a t  a  f e ede r  nea r  a  Cha rdon  r e s idence  (Spa re ) .  A  f eed ing  s t a t i on  i n  
Geauga  Coun ty  was  v i s i t ed  by  l a rge  f l ocks  - -  35  on  December  29 ,  and  
43  on  J anua ry  25  (Kremm) .  La rge  number s  we re  obse rved  t h rough  t he  
w in t e r  a t  a  S t rongsv i l l e  r e s i dence  (Hoceva r ) .  The  E ly r i a  Ch r i s tmas  
Coun t  r epo r t ed  by  f a r  t he  g r ea t e s t  number  o f  Go ld f inch  r eco rded  i n  t he  
pa s t  12  yea r s  - -  309  b i rd s .  A  t o t a l  o f  650  b i rd s  was  r epo r t ed  on  t he  
Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  coun t .  

Red  Cros sb i l l s  we re  more  i n  ev idence  t han  i n  any  w in t e r  
s i nce  1963 -64 .  ( 1 )  t he  f i r s t  r epo r t  c ame  on  J anua ry  25  f rom 
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Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  o f  a  g roup  o f  s even  t ha t  f ed  s i l en t l y  i n  a  s t and  
o f  r ed  p ine .  A l though  t he  t r e e s  had  no  cones  t he  b i rd s  f ed  a t  t he  t i p s  o f  
t he  b r anches  (S t a sko ) .  ( 2 )  S ix  b i rd s  we re  p r e sen t  i n  p ine  t r e e s  a t  
Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  Feb rua ry  1  - -  two  ma le s  we re  obse rved  exchang 
ing  food  (Hammond  and  Raynes ) .  ( 3 )  A  f l ock  o f  13  f ed  da i l y  f r om 
Feb rua ry  15  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od  a t  a  r e s i dence  nea r  Rocky  R ive r  
Rese rva t i on  (Mary  Ches t e r  f i de  Chamber s ) .  ( 4 )  E igh t  C ros sb i l l s  f ed  on  
p ine  cone  s eeds  t ha t  had  f a l l en  t o  t he  g round  benea th  a  t r e e  nea r  a  
C l eve l and  r e s idence  on  Feb rua ry  20  (Hopr i ch ) .  ( 5 )  Two  b i rd s  we re  
obse rved  a t  War r ensv i l l e  Fa rms  on  Feb rua ry  14  and  fou r  on  t he  28 th  
(Kn igh t ) .  ( 6 )  A  f eed ing  s t a t i on  a t  B recksv i l l e  was  v i s i t ed  by  17  
Cros sb i l l s  a t  i r r egu l a r  t imes  t h rough  t he  w in t e r  (P i skac ) .  

Whi t e -w inged  Cros sb i l l s  we re  r epo r t ed  i n  sma l l  number s ,  - -  w i th  
one  excep t i on :  s even  we re  s i gh t ed  i n  l a t e  morn ing  o f  December  7  a s  
t hey  f ed  i n  hemlocks  a t  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on ,  and  one  b i rd  on  
Feb rua ry  8  (Sche ibe ) ;  s i x  we re  obse rved  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  
J anua ry  18 ,  and  two  on  Feb rua ry  8  (Hammond) ;  a t  Co lumbia  S t a t i on ,  a  
ma l e  was  v i ewed  a t  c l o se  r ange  and  pho tog raphed  on  Feb rua ry  15  
(Nagy )  The  on ly  f l ock  o f  any  s i z e ,  numbe r ing  up  t o  30  b i rd s ,  f ed  a t  va r 
i ous  t imes  du r ing  t he  w in t e r  a t  B recksv i l l e  (P i skac ) .  

Towhee .  A l though  t he  Rufous - s i ded  Towhee  was  a  w in t e r i ng  
b i rd  i t  was  on ly  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  t h a t  i t  o ccu r r ed  da i l y,  whe re  
t he  “ r egu l a r ”  Towhee  was  j o ined  by  a  s econd  b i rd  on  December  
24 ,  and  r ema ined  a l so  (F l an igan ) .  One  was  obse rved  i n  Rocky  
R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  December  21  (S t a sko ) ;  one  appea red  a t  a  
Wa i t e  H i l l  f e ede r  on  December  27 ,  and  on  Feb rua ry  20 ,  21 ,  
and  27  (She rwin ) ;  two  b i rd s  we re  s een  i n  K i r t l and  H i l l s  on  
J anua ry  2  (Webs t e r ) ;  one  occu r r ed  a t  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  
on  J anua ry  2  (Ca r ro the r s )  two  we re  occa s iona l  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  
v i s i t o r s  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm,  K i r t l and  H i l l s  (Bo l e ,  J r. )  

S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco  Dec l i ne s  i n  Number s .  Commen t  f r om con 
t r i bu to r s  was  i n  gene ra l  ag r eemen t  a s  t o  l e s s e r  number s  o f  
t he  S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco  and  no t  one  l a rge  f l ock  was  r epo r t ed .  A  s am 
p l i ng  fo l l ows :  f ewe r  a t  a  Wi l l oughby  f eed ing  s t a t i on  “o f t en  j u s t  one”  
(Pa l l i s t e r ) ;  “gene ra l l y  l ow”  i n  Akron  a r ea  (Szabo ) ;  “ somewha t  f ewe r”  i n  
Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  (F inck ) ;  w in t e r ed  spa r i ng ly  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  
“o f t en  one  o r  none  a t  a l l ”  (F l an igan ) ;  “ abou t  ha l f  u sua l  number s”  a t  a  
Geauga  Coun ty  r e s idence  (Kremm) ;  “p r e sen t  i n  sma l l  number s”  nea r  
Cha rdon  (Spa re ) ;  “ve ry  s ca r ce”  i n  Wa l ton  H i l l s  (S t a l ey ) .  On ly  one  
r epo r t ,  f r om Chag r in  Fa l l s ,  o f f e r ed  a  d i f f e r i ng  op in ion :  “ Juncos  we re  a s  
p l en t i f u l  a s  t he  l a s t  two  yea r s ”  (Eng l i sh ) .  

S t r agg l e r s .  Desp i t e  t he  su s t a ined  f r i g id  t empe ra tu r e s  and  
con t i nuous  snow cove r  o f  48  days  du ra t i on  du r ing  December  and  
J anua ry,  c e r t a i n  spec i e s  we re  obse rved  da i l y  o r  w i th  uncommon  
f r equency,  wh ich  a r e  no t  no rma l ly  p r e sen t  excep t  a s  spo rad i c  
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v i s i t o r s . ( 1 )  Mock ingb i rd  (d i s cus sed  ea r l i e r  i n  t h i s  s ec 
t i on ) .  ( 2 )  A  Brown  Thra she r  wh ich  w in t e r ed  a t  Se ibe r l i ng  
Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron  (Szabo ) ;  One  t ha t  appea red  i n  Wi l l oughby  
on  December  25 ,  27 ,  and  J anua ry  25  (Pa l l i s t e r ) ;  one  t a l l i ed  
on  t he  Eas t  S ide  Chr i s tmas  Coun t  (K lamm) ,  ( 3 )  F i e ld  Spa r rows  
we re  obse rved  du r ing  t he  w in t e r  a t  Men to r  Mar sh ,  Rocky  R ive r  
Rese rva t i on ,  Ho lden  Arbo re tum,  and  Wa i t e  H i l l  (Hammond ,  
S t a sko ,  F l an igan ) .  ( 4 )  Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  we re  p r e sen t  
du r ing  t he  w in t e r  - -  one  f l ock  number ing  30  b i rd s -  a t  
Be rea ,  Lo ra in ,  and  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  (Chamber s ,  Do lbea r,  
S t a sko ) .  ( 5 )  Swamp  Spa r rows  we re  s een  du r ing  December  a t  
Men to r  Mar sh ,  Ho lden  Arbo re tum,  and  Wa i t e  H i l l  (Hammond  and  
F l an igan ) .  

S igns  o f  Sp r ing .  A l though  no  Meadowla rk  appea red  i n  Feb rua ry  and  no t  
un t i l  t h e  22nd  d id  t he  f i r s t  f l ock  o f  Red -winged  B lackb i rd s  a r r i ve ,  
t he r e  we re  r epo r t s  o f  e a r l y  a r r i va l s .  On  t he  8 th ,  f i ve  Amer i can  Coo t  
we re  s een  a t  Eas t l ake  (K i t son ) ;  a  Green -winged  Tea l  was  obse rved  on  a  
pond  i n  Lakev i ew  [Lake  View]  Cemen te ry  [Ceme te ry ]  on  t he  23 rd  
(Ca r ro the r s  and  Gaede ) ;  a  k i l l dee r  appea red  i n  Ches t e r l and  on  t he  25 th  
and  two  i n  Bur ton  t he  fo l l owing  day  (Mand le ) .  The  mos t  su rp r i s i ng  
ea r l y  a r r i va l  was  a  Phoebe  wh ich  r e tu rned  on  t he  22nd  t o  an  a r ea  
be tween  Cha rdon  and  Bur ton  whe re  t hey  ne s t  e ach  yea r,  and  r ema ined  
t he r ea f t e r  (Mand le ) .  Th i s  ma rks  a  new  ea r l y  sp r i ng  da t e .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

B lack -c rowned  N igh t  He ron  - An  immatu re  r ema ined  a l l  day  on  
December  20 ,  pe r ched  i n  a  t r e e  a t  Lo ra in  - -  i t  was  l a s t  obse rved  a t  2 :00  
AM on  t he  21s t  - -  by  f l a sh l i gh t  (Ha ro ld  Warne r  f i de  Ward ) ;  ( 2 )  an  
imma tu re ,  pos s ib ly  t he  s ame  b i rd ,  was  s een  on  t he  i c e  w i th  t he  gu l l s  a t  
Ha rmon’s  Beach ,  Lo ra in ,  on  t he  25 th  (P.  F.  and  J an  Johnson ) ;  ( 3 )  t h r ee  
imma tu re  b i rd s  we re  obse rved  roos t i ng  nea r  t he  Avon  L igh t  P l an t  on  
Feb rua ry  8  and  r ema ined  fo r  more  t han  two  weeks  (Mrs .  Hageman  f i de  
Ward ) .  

Snow Goose  -  ( 1 )  An  adu l t  r e s t ed  on  t he  wa t e r  w i th  gu l l s  on  t he  l ake -
f ron t  nea r  t he  mou th  o f  t he  Cuyahoga  R ive r  on  J anua ry  18  (K lamm) ;  
( 2 )  one  came  i n  w i th  a  f l i gh t  o f  Canada  Geese  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  
Feb rua ry  28  (She rwin ) .  These  a r e  t he  f i r s t  w in t e r  r e co rds  s i nce  1960 .  

B lue  Goose  -  ( 1 )  Ten  we re  obse rved  f rom a  Lo ra in  r e s idence  wh ich  
ove r looks  t he  l ake  on  December  1  (Do lbea r ) .  ( 2 )  An  imma tu re  was  s een  
on  Shake r  Lake  on  December  13  and  a t  i n t e rva l s  t h rough  t he  w in t e r.  As  
t ime  pa s sed  a  change  cou ld  be  no t ed  i n  t he  head  co lo r i ng  a s  i t  b ecame  
more  wh i t e  (Leach  and  Pesk in ) .  

Ha r l equ in  Duck  - An  immatu re  occu r r ed  on  t he  l ake f ron t  a t  Lakewood  
on  December  21 ,  and  one ,  pos s ib ly  t he  s ame  b i rd ,  was  obse rved  d iv ing  
a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  t he  25 th  (K lamm) .  

Su r f  Sco t e r  - A  f ema le  w i t h  an  i n ju r ed  w ing  r ema ined  on  Sunse t  
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Pond ,  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on ,  f r om December  3  t h rough  9 .  The  b i rd  
was  ve ry  i nac t i ve  du r ing  t he  f i r s t  t h r ee  days  and  t hen  appea red  t o  ga in  
s t r eng th  (Sche ibe  e t  a l ) .  

Common  Sco t e r  - A  f ema le  was  obse rved  a t  t he  Mun ic ipa l  L igh t  P l an t  
on  J anua ry  10 ,  11 ,  18  and  24  (K lamm) .  

Pe r eg r ine  Fa l con  -  I n  v i ew  o f  t he  d r a s t i c a l l y  dec l i n ing  popu l a t i on  o r  
t h i s  Fa l con ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  pa s t  decade ,  any  appea rance  i s  o f  ex t r eme  
i n t e r e s t .  Acco rd ing  t o  a  s t udy  r ecen t l y  pub l i shed  Pe reg r ine  Fa l con  
Popu l a t i ons  The i r  B io logy  and  Dec l i ne  ed i t ed  by  Jo seph  J .  H ickey  “ In  
t he  wes t e rn  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  t he  popu l a t i on  ha s  been  s e r i ous ly  r educed  
and  t he  spec i e s  ha s  been  ex t i r pa t ed  f rom the  ea s t e rn  Un i t ed  S t a t e s . ”  A t  
4 :30  PM on  December  22  one  pe r ched  on  a  snag  w i th in  80  f ee t  o f  an  
i n t e r s ec t i on  nea r  Twinsbu rg .  Af t e r  f i ve  minu t e s  i t  f l ew  to  t he  TV ae r i a l  
o f  a  nea rby  house ,  whe re  i t  r ema ined  un t i l  a  c a r  en t e r ed  t he  d r i veway  
(Szabo ) .  

Pu rp l e  Sandp ipe r  - Th i s  r a r e ly  r epo r t ed  mig ran t  was  s een  on  f i ve  da t e s  
du r ing  t he  au tumn  sea son  bu t  be l i eved  t o  r ep r e sen t  on ly  t h r ee  i nd iv idu 
a l s .  Wi th  t he  fo l l owing  r epo r t s  i t s  mos t  numerous  appea rance  i n  ou r  
en t i r e  h i s t o ry  i s  shown .  ( 1 )  One ,  obv ious ly  c r i pp l ed  i n  t he  r i gh t  l eg ,  
was  obse rved  f eed ing  i n  deb r i s  a t  t he  wa t e r l i ne  a t  Head l ands  S t a t e  Pa rk  
on  December  7 .  When  one  was  s een  on  t he  i c e  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  on  
J anua ry  4  wh ich  was  s im i l a r l y  c r i pp l ed  i t  was  p r e sumed  t o  be  t he  s ame  
b i rd  (Hammond  and  Ca r ro the r s ) .  ( 2 )  On  December  7  one  was  p r e sen t  on  
t he  b r eakwa te r  i n  Rocky  R ive r,  and  on  J anua ry  4  one  was  obse rved  
p rob ing  on  t he  l e a f - l i t t e r ed  sho re  nea r  t he  Rocky  R ive r  D i sposa l  P l an t  
(S t a sko ) .  [ I t  i s  no t  c l e a r  t he  number  o f  i nd iv idua l s  i nvo lved  i n  t he  w in 
t e r  r epo r t s ,  bu t  p r e sumed  t o  be  a t  l e a s t  two  b i rd s .  -  Ed . ]  

Dun l in  - Two  were  r epo r t ed  on  December  6  and  21 ,  s i ng l e  i nd iv idua l s  
on  t he  14 th  and  25 th  - -  a l l  r epo r t s  coming  f rom Whi t e  C i t y  (K lamm and  
Hoceva r ) .  The  December  25  da t e  ma rks  a  new  l a t e s t  f a l l  d a t e .  

G laucous  Gu l l  -  ( 1 )  One  was  obse rved  a t  Ha rmon’s  Beach ,  Lo ra in  on  
December  12  ( Johnson ) ;  ( 2 )  an  adu l t  and  an  imma tu re  we re  p r e sen t  a t  
Mun ic ipa l  P i e r,  Lo ra in  on  December  20  (K lamm) ;  ( 3 )  an  adu l t  was  
i den t i f i ed  on  t he  i c e  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  on  J anua ry  3  (Hoceva r  and  
K lamm) ;  ( 4 )  an  adu l t  was  s een  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  J anua ry  10  and  18  
(S i ebe r t  and  Nagy ) .  

F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l  -  On  December  27  an  imma tu re  was  f i sh ing  i n  t he  
channe l  w i th  o the r  gu l l s  a t  Eas t l ake  (K lamm) .  

L i t t l e  Gu l l  - Th i s  r a r e  v i s i t o r  was  obse rved  unde r  c i r cums tances  no t  
common ly  r epo r t ed :  “de sp i t e  ga l e  w inds  and  p rob l ems  o f  hand l i ng  t he  
sh ip  a s  we  en t e r ed  t he  C leve l and  ha rbo r  on  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  December  
7 ,  I  was  ab l e  t o  no t e  t he  p r e sence  o f  a  L i t t l e  Gu l l  among  t he  hund reds  
o f  gu l l s  o f  o the r  k inds”  (Pe rk in s ) .  
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Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r  -  ( 1 )  One  appea red  i n  Nor th  Chag r in  
Rese rva t i on  on  December  24  and  27  (Hammond ,  K i t son ,  Sche ibe ) ;  ( 2 )  
one  was  s een  i n  K i r t l and  H i l l s  on  Feb rua ry  22  (Webs t e r ) .  

Ca tb i rd  -  ( 1 )  One  i n  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  December  21  
(S t a sko ) ;  ( 2 )  one  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  on  t he  27 th  (Sche ibe ) .  These  
b i rd s  we re  t a l l i ed  on  two  s epa ra t e  Ch r i s tmas  Coun t s .  

He rmi t  Th rush  -  ( 1 )  One  s t ayed  nea r  open  r i vu l e t s  i n  a  r av ine  bo t t om 
nea r  Se ibe r l i ng  Na tu r e  Cen t e r,  Akron ,  be ing  obse rved  on  s eve ra l  da t e s  
- -  t he  l a s t  December  21  (Szabo ) ,  ( 2 )  On  Feb rua ry  26  one  was  obse rved  
t h rough  t he  day  a t  t he  Na tu r a l  Sc i ence  Museum (Webs t e r  and  K i t son ) .  
No t  s i nce  1960  ha s  t he r e  been  a  Feb rua ry  r epo r t .  

No r the rn  Sh r ike  (1 )  Abou t  1 :00  PM on  December  13  i n  Wa l ton  H i l l s  an  
imma tu re  f l ew  s t r a igh t  down  f rom a  t r e e  t op ,  t ak ing  a  sma l l  b i rd  o f  
unknown  spec i e s .  The  Sh r ike  r e tu rned  b r i e f l y  t o  t he  t r e e  t op  be fo r e  
f l y ing  o f f  (S t a l ey ) .  ( 2 )  One  was  obse rved  i n  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  on  J anua ry  
26  i n  Peppe r  P ike  (Raynes ) .  ( 3 )  One  appea red  i n  a  ya rd  wh ich  bo rde r s  
Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  i n  m id -a f t e rnoon  on  Feb rua ry  15 .  I t  p e r ched  
l ong  enough  fo r  qu i ck  i den t i f i c a t i on  be fo r e  pu r su ing  a  g roup  o f  
Ch i ckadees  and  hove r ing  ove r  t he  t h i ck  sh rubbe ry  i n  wh ich  t hey  t ook  
r e fuge  (Sche ibe ) .  

Myr t l e  Warb l e r  -  I n  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  t h r ee  we re  s een  on  
December  24  (Hammond) ;  12  on  t he  27 th ,  and  one  on  J anua ry  25  and  
31  (K i t son  and  Sche ibe ) .  

Ba l t imore  Or io l e  - Two  b i rd s  w in t e r ed :  ( 1 )  a  ma l e  t ha t  f ed  da i l y  on  
sue t ,  f r om ea r l y  December  t o  J anua ry  15 ,  a t  a  r e s i dence  nea r  Cha rdon  
(Mary  Aumick  f i de  Spa re ) ;  ( 2 )  a  f ema le  t ha t  f r equen t ed  a  f e ed ing  s t a 
t i on  a t  May  f i e l d  He igh t s  i n  l a t e  December,  and  was  s t i l l  p r e sen t  
J anu ry  [ J anua ry ]  17  (Ches t e r  Bu t l e r  f i de  Mue l l e r ) .  

House  F inch  - A  ma le  v i s i t ed  a  f e ed ing  s t a t i on  a t  a  Men to r  r e s i dence  
on  J anua ry  11  (Hammond) .  

L inco ln ’s  Spa r row  -  One  a t  Men to r  Mar sh  on  December  14 ,  an  uncom
mon ly  l a t e  da t e  (Hammond) .  

F IELD NOTES 

Red -be l l i ed  Woodpecke r  Se i ze s  S t a r l i ng .  On  December  20  a  Red -
be l l i ed  Woodpecke r  f e ed ing  a t  a  sue t  bag  nea r  a  Wa i t e  H i l l  r e s i dence  
sudden ly  paused  and  a s sumed  a  t h r ea t en ing  a t t i t ude  a s  a  S t a r l i ng  l and 
ed  on  t he  oppos i t e  s i de  o f  t he  sue t  and  began  t o  f e ed .  When  t he  
S t a r l i ng  pe r s i s t ed  t he  Woodpecke r  r e ached  ou t  w i th  h i s  b i l l ,  g r a sped  
t he  S t a r l i ng  by  t he  l eg  and  t ugged ,  ho ld ing  f i rm ly  un t i l  t h e  S t a r l i ng  
pu l l ed  f r ee  and  r e t r ea t ed  t o  a  pe r ch  abou t  t en  f ee t  away.  Af t e r  a  f ew  
minu t e s  t he  S t a r l i ng  r e tu rned  t o  t he  sue t  and  aga in  f a i l ed  t o  be  
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f r i gh t ened  o ff  by  t he  t h r ea t en ing  pose  o f  t he  Woodpecke r.  A  s econd  t ime  
t he  Woodpecke r  g r a sped  t he  S t a r l i ng  by  t he  l eg  and  pu l l ed  
un t i l  t h e  S t a r l i ng  f l ew  o ff ,  t h i s  t ime  r ema in ing  pe r ched  a t  a  sho r t  
d i s t ance  un t i l  t h e  Red -be l l i ed  had  comple t ed  h i s  f e ed ing  and  
depa r t ed .  Th i s  was  t he  f i r s t  obse rva t i on  o f  any  d i r ec t  phys i ca l  
con t ac t  by  a  Red -be l l i ed  Woodpecke r  a s  he r e to fo r e  a  t h r ea t en ing  
t h ru s t  o f  t he  head  had  been  su ff i c i en t  t o  d r i ve  away  an  unwan ted  i n t rud 
e r.  -  ANNETTE B .  FLANIGAN 

S ta r l i ngs  i n  Savage  S t rugg l e .  A  s t r ugg l e  be tween  two  S t a r l i ngs  
was  i n  p rog re s s  when  f i r s t  obse rved  i n  Hun t ing  Va l l ey.  I t  was  
w i tne s sed  fo r  f i ve  minu t e s  on  t he  morn ing  o f  Feb rua ry  23  - -  a  
morn ing  w i th  a  h in t  o f  sp r i ng  - -  and  was  a  s avage  ba t t l e  w i th  
mayhem in t ended .  The  b i rd s  e ach  had  one  foo t  l ocked  w i th  one  
foo t  o f  t he i r  opponen t  and  u sed  t he  f r ee  foo t  t o  punch  t he  
o the r  b i rd ,  bu t  unques t i onab ly  t he  ma in  weapon  was  t he  beak .  
The  eye  was  obv ious ly  t he  t a rge t  f o r  e ach  f i gh t e r  and  t he  
l o se r  was  qu i t e  b loody  abou t  t he  eye ,  Abu t  e i gh t  S t a r l i ngs  
made  up  an  aud i ence  and  fo l l owed  t he  ba t t l e  c l o se ly.  A  ne s t 
i ng  ho l e  appea red  t o  be  t he  p r i z e  and  i t  was  t o  t h i s  t he  
v i c to r  r epa i r ed .  The  l o se r  su rv ived  - -  so  f a r  a s  i s  known .  
-  BERTRAM C.  RAYNES 

Even ing  Grosbeaks  a t  N igh t t ime  Roos t .  [The  fo l l owing  i s  an  accoun t  o f  a  
r a r e ly  r epo r t ed  occu r r ence  wh ich  was  obse rved  nea r  a  r e s i dence  i n  
B recksv i l l e  i n  J anua ry.  -  Ed . ]  

As  I  b ru shed  aga in s t  a  r ed  ceda r  t r e e  on  l e av ing  t he  house  abou t  
4 :30  PM,  a  number  o f  Even ing  Grosbeaks  f l ew  ou t .  Re -en t e r i ng  t he  house  
a t  once  I  wa t ched  a s  t hey  soon  r e tu rned  t o  t he  t r e e .  Ar i s i ng  ea r l y  t he  
nex t  morn ing  I  was  ab l e  t o  obse rve  t he  Grosbeaks  a s  t hey  depa r t ed  f rom 
the  roos t ,  f l y ing  d i r ec t l y  t o  an  oak  nea rby.  The  fo l l owing  even ing  I  
f l u shed  t he  Grosbeaks  f rom the  s ame  ceda r  i n  o rde r  t o  make  a  coun t ,  and  
t a l l i ed  n ine  b i rd s  a s  t hey  r e tu rned  t o  t he  roos t .  On  t he  t h i rd  even ing  I  
d i s cove red  many  we re  p r e sen t  i n  a  Norway  sp ruce  l oca t ed  qu i t e  nea r  t he  
ceda r.  I  was  ab l e  t o  coun t  a t  l e a s t  16  b i rd s  - -  t h i s  was  i n  add i t i on  t o  t he  
g roup  p r e sen t  i n  t he  ceda r.  On  t h i s  l a s t  occa s ion  t he  Grosbeaks  d id  no t  
r ema in  - -  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  one  b i rd  t ha t  pe r ched  nea r  t he  house  - 
bu t  f l ew  to  t he  wes t  and  s e t t l ed  on  an  ad jo in ing  p rope r ty. 

A l though  t he  Grosbeaks  roos t ed  abou t  t h i r t y - f i ve  ya rd s  f rom the  
f eede r s ,  a t  no  t ime  we re  t hey  s een  t o  f e ed  a f t e r  2 :00  PM,  un t i l  March  8  
when  one  d id  so  a t  5 :00  PM.  Th i s  Grosbeak ,  a  ma l e ,  f ed  fo r  abou t  f i ve  
minu t e s  and  t hen  hopped  upwards  i n  a  Norway  sp ruce  ad j acen t  t o  t he  
f eede r  un t i l  a  s a t i s f ac to ry  roos t i ng  p l ace  was  found .  I  obse rved  t he  b i rd  
a t  r oos t  a s  l ong  a s  day l i gh t  pe rmi t t ed .  -  JERRY PISKAC 

Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  A t t a in  F i r s t  Nup t i a l  P lumage  and  O the r  
No te s .  A  sma l l  g roup  o f  Whi t e - c rowned  spa r rows  da i l y  f r e 
quen t ed  t he .  f e ed ing  s t a t i ons  a t  my  home  in  Wa i t e  H i l l  du r ing  
t he  1968 -69  w in t e r  and  1969  sp r i ng  s ea son .  Th i s  f i r s t  i n s t ance  
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o f  ove rwin t e r i ng  he r e  o f f e r ed  an  oppo r tun i t y  t o  s t udy  t he  da i l y  deve l 
opmen t  t ha t  t ake s  p l ace  i n  t he  c rown  mo l t  o f  t he  imma tu re  b i rd s .  One  
adu l t  and  fou r  imma tu re  b i rd s  we re  obse rved ,  t h r ee  imma tu re s  be ing  
banded  wh ich  a l l owed  a  more  de t a i l ed  r eco rd .  ( I t  was  no t  un t i l  Ap r i l  5  
t ha t  t he  p r e sence  o f  t he  t h i rd  banded  imma tu re  b i rd  was  e s t ab l i shed ,  
i n s t ead  o f  two  a s  he r e to fo r e  be l i eved .  A t  t h i s  t ime  t he  emergence  o f  
i nd iv idua l l y  d i s t i nc t i ve  head  pa t t e rn s  made  i t  po s s ib l e , )  

The  f i r s t  i nd i ca t i on  o f  c rown  mo l t  was  appa ren t  on  March  7  -  on  
t he  unbanded  imma tu re  - -  cha r ac t e r i z ed  by  a  s ca t t e r i ng  o f  wh i t e  f e a th 
e r s  i n  t he  cen t e r  s t r i pe  and  a  l i gh t en ing  o f  t he  s i de  s t r i pe s .  On  March  
9  a  banded  imma tu re  showed  no t i c eab l e  l i gh t en ing  on  t he  c rown .  Due  
t o  t he  l oca t i on  o f  t he  wh i t e  f e a the r s  i n  t he  c rown  s t r i pe s ,  coup l ed  w i th  
t he  f ac t  t ha t  one  b i rd  was  banded  and  t he  o the r  unbanded ,  i t  was  pos 
s i b l e  t o  f o l l ow  the  p rog re s s  o f  t he  i nd iv idua l  b i rd s .  The  f i r s t  showing  
o f  b l ack  i n  t he  head  pa t t e rn  was  s een  on  March  12  and  appea red  i n  t he  
eye  l i ne .  A  change  i n  t he  ch in  co lo r i ng  and  ev idence  o f  change  i n  t he  
b r ea s t  f e a the r s  was  a l so  appa ren t  on  t he  12 th .  The  cen t e r  c rown  s t r i pe  
o f  one  i nd iv idua l  appea red  bo ld ly  wh i t e  on  March  24  a l t hough  no t  ye t  
comp le t e ly  changed  fo r  t he  en t i r e  l eng th  o f  t he  s t r i pe .  The  w ide  b rown  
c rown  s t r i pe s  we re  t he  l a s t  t o  show change ,  and  change  was  no t  
no t i c eab l e  i n  t hem un t i l  Ap r i l  6  - -  t hen  on ly  s l i gh t l y.  

By  Apr i l  17  one  o f  t he  imma tu re  b i rd s  appea red  t o  be  i n  f u l l y  
adu l t  p lumage  un t i l  v i ewed  t h rough  b inocu l a r s ,  wh ich  d i s c lo sed  t ha t  
t he  b l ack  c rown  s t r i pe s  s t i l l  con t a ined  some  b rown  f ea the r s .  A t  t h i s  
t ime  t he  p lumage  o f  a l l  t h e  b i rd s  changed  d r ama t i ca l l y,  i n  t ha t  t he  
co lo r  change  was  g r ea t l y  i nc r ea sed  and  t he  con t r a s t  was  consp i cuous  
compared  t o  t he  p r eced ing  day.  They  had  t he  l ook  o f  adu l t s  on  Apr i l  
22 ,  excep t  f o r  one  banded  b i rd  whose  b l ack  c rown  s t r i pe s  con t a ined  
two  minu t e  spo t s  o f  b rown .  These  spo t s  o f  b rown  had  d i s appea red  by  
t he  25 th  and  a l l  f i ve  b i rd s  we re  i n  adu l t  p lumage .  The  mig ra t i ng  
Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  appea red  on  May  4 ,  r e ach ing  a  peak  on  t he  
7 th  w i th  a  coun t  o f  25  a t  t he  f eede r s .  

S ing ing  was  f i r s t  hea rd  on  a  co ld ,  w indy,  Feb rua ry  4  w i th  t he  
t empe ra tu r e  a t  30  deg ree s .  I t  f o l l owed  an  agg re s s ive  encoun t e r  w i th  a  
Tree  Spa r row  on  one  o f  t he  f e ede r s  i n  wh ich  t he  imma tu re  Whi t e -
c rowned  emerged  t he  v i c to r.  The re  was  j u s t  a  sna t ch  o f  t he  r egu l a r  
song  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  w i th in  f i ve  minu t e s  t he  comple t e  song  was  sung  
t h r ee  t imes .  A  fu l l  song  by  an  imma tu re  was  hea rd  a t  7 :20  AM on  
Feb rua ry  6 ,  a  sunny  day  w i th  t he  t empe ra tu r e  a t  11  deg ree s .  By  
Feb rua ry  25  a l l  t h e  Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  we re  s i ng ing  and  con t i n 
ued  t he r ea f t e r.  

On  March  18 ,  a  sunny  day  w i th  t he  t empe ra tu r e  r i s i ng  f rom 
30  deg ree s  i n  e a r l y  morn ing  t o  62  deg ree s  a t  4 :45  PM,  fou r  Whi t e -
c rowned  Spa r rows  we re  s een  t o  engage  i n  a e r i a l  f e ed ing .  They  r an  
a f t e r,  and  caugh t ,  sma l l  i n sec t s  t ha t  emerged  and  f l ew  abou t  c l o se  
t o  t he  g r a s s  t ops .  A Song  Spa r row  and  a  
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S t a r l i ng  a l so  t ook  pa r t  i n  t h i s  a e r i a l  f e ed ing ,  o f t en  j ump ing  t en  i nches  
i n to  t he  a i r  t o  c ap tu r e  an  i n sec t .  

On  Oc tobe r  5 ,  1968 ,  be tween  6 :50  and  7 :05  PM,  app rox ima te ly  
30  Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  we re  obse rved  go ing  t o  r oos t  i n  a  l a rge  
b l ackbe r ry  and  sumac  t h i cke t .  The  g roup ,  composed  o f  adu l t  and  
imma tu re  b i rd s ,  was  s i ng ing  a s  t hey  moved  i n  and  en t e r ed  t he  t h i cke t  
and  con t i nued  t o  s i ng  a f t e r  t hey  had  d i s appea red  f rom s igh t .  They  we re  
s een  aga in ,  go ing  t o  r oos t  i n  t he  s ame  t h i cke t ,  a t  dusk  on  t he  11 th .  
ANNETTE B .  FLANIGAN 

TO CATCH A SPARROW 

In  t he  yea r  1850 ,  e i gh t  pa i r s  o f  House  o r  Eng l i sh  Spa r rows  we re  
r e l e a sed  i n  B rook lyn ,  New York ,  t o  he lp  con t ro l  c anke rworms .  The  
b i rd s  f a i l ed  t o  e s t ab l i sh  t hemse lve s ,  bu t  l a t e r  impor t s  succeeded  on ly  
t oo  we l l .  The i r  r ap id  sp r ead  ac ro s s  t he  na t i on  was  due  t o  t he  b i rd s ’  
ha rd ine s s ,  adap t ab i l i t y  t o  va r i ous  env i ronmen ta l  cond i t i ons ,  ab i l i t y  t o  
mu l t i p ly  r ap id ly,  and  a lmos t  comp le t e  immun i ty  f rom na tu r a l  enemies .  

The  House  Spa r row  i s  a  member  o f  t he  Weave r  F inch  f ami ly  o f  
t he  O ld  Wor ld .  Un l ike  ou r  na t i ve  spa r rows  wh ich  bu i l d  cup - shaped  
ne s t s ,  t he  House  Spa r row  nes t s  a r e  l a rge  dome- shaped  s t r uc tu r e s  bu i l t  
f r om eve ry th ing  imag inab l e  - -  b i t s  o f  c l o th ,  p i ece s  o f  s t r i ng ,  f e a the r s ,  
and  even  ba l l s  o f  l i n t  wh ich  a r e  emi t t ed  f rom c lo the s -d rye r  ven t s .  
When  t he  ne s t  i s  bu i l t  i n  an  open  s i t ua t i on  t he  b i rd  en t e r s  t h rough  a  
ho l e  on  t he  s i de  and  t he  ne s t  u sua l l y  con t a in s  f ou r  t o  s even  wh i t i sh  
eggs  f i ne ly  speck l ed  w i th  b l ack .  The  b i rd s  a r e  a lways  g r ega r ious  and  
t he i r  p r e sence  d i s cou rages  bene f i c i a l  na t i ve  songb i rd s  f r om en t e r i ng  
ou r  ga rdens .  They  u su rp  ne s t i ng  boxes  bu i l t  f o r  B lueb i rd s ,  Mar t i n s ,  
and  o the r  spec i e s ,  and  t hey  r ap id ly  denude  f eed ing  t ab l e s  s e t  f o r  more  
de s i r ab l e  spec i e s .  

To  a t t emp t  t o  ma in t a in  a  b i rd  f eede r  i n  t he  c i t y  was  a  ve ry  
exhaus t i ng  and  t r y ing  expe r i ence .  These  agg re s s ive  b i rd s  we re  a t t r a c t 
ed  t o  t he  ya rd  by  t he  s co re .  They  adop t ed  t he  f eede r  f o r  t he i r  own  and  
w i th  a  d i e t  o f  a lmos t  200  pounds  o f  s eed  a  w in t e r  t hey  p ro spe red  and  
mu l t i p l i ed .  Af t e r  many  w in t e r s ,  I  vowed  t o  r educe  t he i r  r anks ,  hope fu l  
t ha t  some  o f  t he  more  t im id  b i rd s  wou ld  be  a t t r a c t ed  t o  t he  f eede r  i f  
t he  spa r rows  we re  no t  so  p r eva l en t .  Af t e r  we igh ing  t he  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  
c ap tu r e ,  t he  answer  became  obv ious  - -  a  l i ve  t r ap .  Fo r  $10 .95  I  pu r 
chased  a  p i ece  o f  equ ipmen t  gua ran t eed  t o  c a t ch  a t  l e a s t  two  b i rd s  a t  a  
t ime .  The  i dea  was  t o  t r ap  a s  many  a s  pos s ib l e ,  pu t  t hem in  a  box  and  
r e l ea se  t hem in  an  a r ea  f a r  f r om my  home ,  a s suming  t ha t  t hey  had  no  
homing  i n s t i nc t s .  The  t r ap  was  s e t  and  ba i t ed  w i th  s eed  and  I  began  
my  wa i t .  Fo r  days  no t  a  s i ng l e  b i rd  ven tu r ed  nea r,  f i na l l y,  e a r l y  one  
Sunday  morn ing  I  no t i c ed  t he  t r ap  had  been  sp rung  and  t he  un i t  was  
shak ing  v io l en t l y.  I  r u shed  ou t ,  p i c tu r i ng  t he  t r ap  b r imming  w i th  spa r 
rows ,  on ly  t o  f i nd  an  i r a t e  B lue  J ay. 
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Weeks  l a t e r  t he  spa r rows  we re  s t i l l  a s  numerous  a s  eve r.  They  
we re  pe r ch ing  on  t op  o f  t he  t r ap  wa i t i ng  t he i r  t u rn  a t  t he  f e ede r,  bu t  no t  
one  wou ld  r i sk  en t ry.  Re luc t an t l y,  I  a ccep t ed  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  Weave r  
F inch ,  de sp i t e  i t s  cu r i o s i t y  and  agg re s s ive  na tu r e ,  was  t oo  skep t i c a l  t o  
f a l l  f o r  a  man -made  t r ap .  

Th i s  w in t e r  I  vowed  anew to  t a ck l e  t he  spa r row  p rob l em.  I  dec ided  
a  much  l a rge r  t r ap  was  t he  answer ;  one  t ha t  wou ld  no t  c ause  t hem to  be  
so  cau t i ous .  I  cons t ruc t ed  a  t h r ee - foo t  squa re  wooden  f r ame  w i th  a  bad 
min ton  ne t  c r i s s c ro s sed  ove r  t he  t op .  The  f r ame  was  su spended  by  a  po l e  
abou t  14  i nches  f rom the  g round  and  he ld  i n  p l ace  by  a  p in  a t t a ched  t o  a  
l ong  co rd .  The  co rd  was  t hen  s t r ung  t h rough  a  w indow in to  t he  house .  A  
pu l l  on  t he  co rd  wou ld  cause  t he  p in  t o  r e l e a se  and  t he  f r ame  wou ld  
c r a sh  t o  t he  g round ,  en t ang l i ng  t he  spa r rows  be low.  

Seed  was  t hen  s ca t t e r ed  a t  t he  ba se  o f  t he  po l e ,  bu t  no t  one  s pa r 
row  wou ld  go  nea r  t he  t r ap ,  even  r e fu s ing  t o  come  in to  t he  a r ea  whe re  
t he  ne t t ed  f r ame  s t ood .  Af t e r  a  week  o f  wa i t i ng  my  v ig i l  was  r ewa rded  
- i n  t he  d im  l i gh t  o f  dawn  on  J anua ry  12 ,  my  eye  caugh t  s i gh t  o f  two  
hudd l ed  fo rms  f eed ing  unde r  t he  ne t t i ng .  Be fo re  I  pu l l ed  t he  co rd ,  I  
v i ewed  t he  fo rms  t h rough  my  b inocu l a r s .  To  my  amazemen t  t hey  we re  
Tree  Spa r rows  - -  t he  f i r s t  we  had  eve r  s een  i n  ou r  a r ea .  The  nex t  day  
f i ve  S l a t e - co lo r ed  Juncos  and  a  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r row  were  f eed ing ,  
and  on  J anua ry  15 ,  a  Song  Spa r row  made  an  appea rance .  Neve r  be fo r e  
had  t he r e  been  a  Song  Spa r row  ev iden t  i n  t he  ne ighbo rhood  p r i o r  t o  
m id -March .  These  we l come  gues t s  we re  fo l l owed  by  Ch ickadees ,  
Go ld f inch ,  Mourn ing  Doves ,  Ca rd ina l s ,  and  B lue  J ays .  By  now the  t r ap  
had  t u rned  i n to  a  ve ry  r emarkab l e  g round  b i rd - f eede r  f o r  t he se  de s i r ab l e  
b i rd s .  

I  had  l ong  be fo r e  s t opped  f i l l i ng  t he  r egu l a r  f e ede r,  and  t he  spa r 
rows  we re  no  l onge r  coming .  The  f ew  tha t  d id  ven tu r e  i n to  t he  ya rd  
wou ld  no t  go  nea r  t he  o the r  b i rd s  f e ed ing  benea th  t he  she l t e r.  By  t he i r  
ve ry  na tu r e ,  t he  House  Spa r rows  had  ou tw i t t ed  t hemse lve s .  -  DONALD 
A S IEBERT 

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE FOOD OF  COMMON BIRDS - -  XV1  

S ince  t he  l a s t  r epo r t  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  (C l eve l and  BIRD CALENDAR 
64  (1 )  : 12 -15 .  1968 ) ,  67  b i rd  s t omachs  we re  examined .  N ine  o f  t he se  
we re  emp ty  (Coope r ’s  Hawk  (2 ) ,  Mourn ing  Dove ,  B rown  Thra she r,  
Rob in ,  Swa inson ’s  Th rush ,  S t a r l i ng  (2 ) ,  Common  Grack l e ) .  The  con t en t s  
f r om 58  s t omachs  a r e  g iven  he r e  and  an  append ix  i s  g iven  fo r  da t a  on  
s even  p r ev ious ly  r epo r t ed  b i rd s .  Many  peop l e  con t r i bu t ed  spec imens  t o  
t h i s  s t udy,  bu t  spec i a l  t hanks  shou ld  be  g iven  t o  O l ive  Hobbs ,  B l anche  
Swar t z ,  Be rn i ce  Haas ,  Vic to r i a  Read ,  Anne t t e  F l an igan ,  E l eano r  
Humis ton ,  Made l i n  H je lmqu i s t ,  and  Mrs  Bur t  F r ank  who  con t r i bu t ed  
mos t  o f  t he  spec imens .  Un le s s  o the rw i se  s t a t ed ,  a l l  o f  t he  b i rd s  we re  
co l l e c t ed  i n  no r thea s t e rn  Oh io  du r ing  t he  pa s t  two  yea r s .  
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Les se r  Scaup :  1  wa t e r  sna i l  (Amnico l a  L imosa ) 

Ru ff ed  Grouse :  i n  c rop - -26  g r a s shoppe r  nymphs ,  1  p r ey ing  man t i s ,  2  
c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  numerous  achenes  o f  c l imb ing  f a l s e  Buckwhea t  (Po lygonum 
scandens )  numerous  s t ones  o f  Dogwood  (Cornus  sp . )  2  s eeds  o f  B i t t e r  
N igh t shade  (So l anum du l camara ) ,  and  s eve ra l  un iden t i f i ed  s eeds ;  i n  g i z 
za rd - - l  g r a s shoppe r  nymph  and  numerous  s eeds  o f  B i t t e r  N igh t shade .  

Bobwh i t e :  1  s eed  o f  Ragweed  (Ambros i a  a r t emi s i i f o l i a )  and  
1  s eed  o f  Dogwood .  

R ing -necked  Pheasan t :  ( 1 )  25  s t ones  o f  Dogwood ,  12  g r a in s  o f  
whea t ,  8  p i t s  o f  Wi ld  B lack  Che r ry,  2  ke rne l s  o f  co rn ,  5  app l e  
s eeds ,  6  s eeds  o f  Smar tweed  (Po lygonum pennsy lvan i cum)  and  1  
sma l l  r oden t  (Mic ro tu s  sp . ? ) ;  ( 2 )  many  s eeds  o f  c l imb ing  f a l s e  
Buckwhea t ,  Pennsy lvan i a  Smar tweed ,  and  Dogwood .  

Common  Ga l l i nu l e :  s eve ra l  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  and  5  achenes  o f  
Ladys thumb  Smar tweed  ( Po lygonum pe r s i ca r i a )  w i th  3  un iden t i f i ed  
s eeds .  

Amer i can  Woodcock :  s eve ra l  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  w i th  s eeds  o f  
Sheep  So r r e l  (Rumex  ace to se l l a )  s t r awbe r ry  (F raga r i a  sp . ) ,  
and  b l ackbe r ry  ( Rubus  sp . )  

Mourn ing  Doves :  s eeds  o f  P ro so  Mi l l e t  ( Pan i cum mi l i a ceum)  and  s eve ra l  
un iden t i f i ed  s eeds ;  two  o the r  Mourn ing  Doves  con t a ined  mace ra t ed ,  
f r e sh  p l an t  t i s sue .  

Ye l l ow-b i l l ed  Cuckoo :  20  ca t e rp i l l a r s .  

B l ack -b i l l ed  Cuckoo :  10  ca t e rp i l l a r s  and  t he i r  webb ing  w i th  f r agmen t s  
o f  sp ide r s  and  i n sec t s ,  1  s t one  o f  Dogwood .  

Sc r eech  Owl :  6  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  3  mo ths ,  1  g r a s shoppe r,  and  i n sec t  f r ag 
men t s .  ( I n sec t s  f ound  i n  t he  s t omachs  o f  Owls  and  s im i l a r  p r eda to r s  a r e  
some t imes  i n t e rp r e t ed  a s  r emnan t s  f r om the  Owl ’s  p r ey.  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
howeve r,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t he  Owl  was  f eed ing  d i r ec t l y  on  i n sec t s . )  

Ba r r ed  Owl :  r ema ins  o f  a  f l y ing  squ i r r e l  (G laucomys  vo l ans ) 

Saw-whe t  Owl :  3  mo ths .  

Ye l l ow-sha f t ed  F l i cke r :  ( 1 )  mas s  o f  an t s  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s ,  s eeds  o f  
Too thed  Ar rowwood  (Vibu rnum r ecogn i t um )  and  p ro s t r a t e  Kno tweed  
(Po lygonum av i cu l a r e )  ( 2 )  l a rge  mass  o f  an t s  and  2  f ru i t s  o f  Wi ld  B lack  
Che r ry  (P runus  s e ro t i na ) 

Red -headed  Woodpecke r :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  weev i l s ,  g round  
bee t l e s ,  and  rove  bee t l e s .  

Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r :  1  Ladyb i rd  bee t l e ,  1  sp ide r,  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  
i nc lud ing  sma l l  bee t l e s  and  many  i n sec t  eggs .  
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C l i f f  Swa l low:  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  
(Usua l l y  b i rd s  f e ed ing  on  t he  w ing  do  no t  con t a in  g r i t  i n  t he  
s t omachs  Th i s  Swa l low,  howeve r,  con t a ined  2  p i ece s  o f  g r ave l , 

3x4mm and  4x8mm in  s i z e . ) 


Pu rp l e  Mar t i n :  1  sma l l  bee t l e . 


B l ack -capped  Ch ickadee :  2  Weev i l s . 


Whi t e -b r ea s t ed  Nu tha t ch :  1 .  s eed  o f  P ro so  Mi l l e t . 


B rown  Thra she r :  s eve ra l  ke rne l s  o f  co rn ,  m i l l i pede  f r agmen t s ,  1  Ca rab id 

bee t l e ,  and  o the r  i n sec t  f r agmen t s . 


Rob in :  ( 1 )  3  i n sec t  l a rvae ,  2  weev i l s ,  1  sma l l  bee t l e ,  and  1  Ha rves t  Sp ide r 

( daddy - long l egs ) ;  ( 2 )  7  bee t l e  l a rvae ,  3  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  and  i n sec t  f r ag  

men t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ;  ( 3 )  1  s t one  o f  swee t  che r ry  and  f r agmen t s  o f  a  bee  

t l e ;  ( 4 )  2  o the r s  con t a ined  f ru i t s  and  s eeds  o f  Wi ld  Che r ry. 


Wood  Th rush :  ( 1 )  2  w i th  1  mi l l i pede  (Pa ra ju lu s  sp . ) ;  ( 2 )  1  m i l l i pede ,  1  sp i  

de r,  and  1  wasp . 


Swa inson ’s  Th rush :  ( 1 )  3  an t s ,  w i th  f r agmen t s  o f  i n sec t s  and  mace ra t ed 

f ru i t ;  ( 2 )  2  c a t e rp i l l a r s  w i th  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s . 


Vee ry :  4  bee t l e s ,  2  an t s ,  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s . 


Ceda r  Waxwing :  a  r o se  h ip  w i th  s eeds  o f  Wi ld  Rose  (Rosa  ca ro l i na )


S t a r l i ng : (1 )  f r u i t s  and  s eeds  o f  Swee t  Che r ry  (P runus  av ium)  (2 )  11  f ru i t s  o f 

S i l ky  Dogwood  (Cornus  amomun)  22  f ru i t s  and  s eeds  o f  S t agho rn  Sumac  
(Rhus  t yph ina )  4  s eeds  o f  Pokebe r ry  (Phy to l acca  amer i cana )  and  1  g r ape  
s eed  (Vi t i s  sp . )  ( 3 )  6  weev i l s ,  1  c a t e rp i l l a r,  and  f r agmen t s  o f  a  m i l l i pede .  

Myr t l e  Warb l e r :  f r agmen t s  o f  i n sec t s  i nc lud ing  D ip t e r a  and  Hemip t e r a .


Bay -b rea s t ed :Warb l e r  f r agmen t s  o f  t i ny  i n sec t s . 


Ovenb i rd :  ( 1 )  r obbe r  f l y,  1  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r,  and  sma l l  i n sec t  f r agmen t s 

i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ;  ( 2 )  1  c a t e rp i l l a r  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ; 

( 3 )  2  f r u i t s  o f  Whi t e  Avens  ( Geum canadense )  and  a  f ew  in sec t  f r agmen t s . 


Meadowla rk :1  g r a s shoppe r,  2  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  and  1  bee t l e  l a rva . 


Red -winged  B lackb i rd :  ( 1 )  g r a in s  o f  whea t ,  mace ra t ed  f ru i t s  and  s eeds ,  and 

i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ;  ( 2 )  ke rne l s  o f  co rn  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s . 




- 18  - Vo l .  66  No .  1  

B rown-headed  Cowbi rd :  ( 1 )  mace ra t ed  p l an t  t i s sue ;  ( 2 )  s eeds  o f 

Common  So rgnum (So rghum vu lga r e )  sma l l  C rabg ra s s  (D ig i t a r i a  i s chaemum)

l a rge  c r abg ra s s  ( D .  s angu ina l i s )  and  Mi l l e t ,  w i t h  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing 

weev i l s . 


Ca rd ina l :  ( 1 )  6  s eeds  o f  Wood  So r r e l  (Oxa l i s  sp .  ) ,  and  a  f ew  
in sec t  f r agmen t s ;  ( 2 )  s eeds  o f  Sun f lower.  

I nd igo  Bun t ing :  1  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r  and  9  s eeds  o f  Sp r ing  
Beau ty  (C lay ton i a  v i rg in i ca ) 

Amer i can  Go ld f inch :  7  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r s  and  s eve ra l  f r agmen t s  o f  s eeds .  

S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco :  ( 1 )  5  s eeds  o f  sma l l  C rabg ra s s ,  9  s eeds  
o f  l a rge  Crabg ra s s ,  2  s eeds  o f  Sheep  So r r e l ,  and  1  s eed  o f  
Ladys - t humb;  (2 )  s eeds  o f  sma l l  C rabg ra s s ,  B lueg ra s s  (Poa  sp . ) ,  
and  Ryeg ra s s  (Lo l i um sp . ) .  

Tr ee  Spa r row:  s eeds  o f  Sheep  So r r e l  and  some  un iden t i f i ed  
s eeds .  

Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r row:  (1 )  f ew  in sec t  f r agmen t s ;  ( 2 )  f r agmen t s  o f  weev i l s  
and  some  un iden t i f i ed  s eeds .  

Song  Spa r row  (ne s t l i ng ) :  2  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  2  l e a fhoppe r s  and  f r agmen t s  o f  
i n sec t s .  

ADDENDA:  ( Iden t i f i c a t i on  o f  s eeds  p r ev ious ly  r epo r t ed  a s  un iden t i f i ed . )  

R ing -necked  Pheasan t :  ( 1 )  R i ce  Cu tg ra s s  (Lee r s i a  o ryzo ide s )  ( 2 )  F lower ing  
Dogwood  (Cornus  f l o r i da ) 

Mourn ing  Dove :  sma l l  C rabg ra s s .  

House  Spa r row:  (1 )  Gooseg ra s s  (E l eus ine  i nd i ca )  ( 2 )  Common  
So rghum.  

Ca rd ina l :  Common  Ragweed .  

S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco :  N imb lewi l l  (Muh lenbe rg i a  s ch rebe r i ) 

Snow Bun t ing  Wi t chg ra s s  (Pan i cum cap i l l a r e ) 

RALPH W.  DEXTER and  CLINTON H.  HOBBS Depa r tmen t  o f  B io log i ca l  
Sc i ences  Ken t  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y,  Ken t ,  Oh io  

Addendum (Au tumn  1969 ) :  

P ip ing  P love r  -  One ,  i n  w in t e r  p lumage ,  was  v i ewed  a t  some  l eng th  on  t he  
beach  a t  Lakev i ew  Pa rk ,  Lo ra in ,  on  November  23  and  24  (Ward ,  Lebo ld ,  
Johnson ) .  Th i s  ma rks  a  new  l a t e s t  f a l l  d a t e .  [Ve r i f i c a t i on  was  r ece ived  t oo  
l a t e  t o  i nc lude  t h i s  r e co rd  i n  t he  p rope r  s ec t i on . ]  
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