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THE WEATHER


June  - A  somewha t  con t r a ry  mon th  wea the rw i se .  The  f i r s t  two  
days  we re  r a iny  w i th  t he  succeed ing  s even  days  be ing  
gene ra l l y  sunny,  wa rm,  and  p l ea san t .  Ra iny  and  c loudy  
wea the r  f o l l owed  and  domina t ed  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  mon th  
excep t  f o r  t he  l a s t  day  wh ich  was  sunny  and  wa rm  aga in .  

The  42  deg ree  t empe ra tu r e  de f i c i t  ave r aged  coo l e r  
t han  no rma l  by  1 .3  deg ree s .  Ra in f a l l  t o t a l ed  2 .32  i nches  
and  was  i n  de f i c i t  by  1 .11  i nches  fo r  t he  mon th .  
Winds  we re  dominan t l y  no r the r l y  t he  f i r s t  20  days  and  
sou the r l y  t he  l a s t  t en  days .  

Ju ly  - Un i fo rmly  coo l e r  and  we t t e r  t han  u sua l  w i th  r a in f a l l  
we l l  d i s t r i bu t ed  t h roughou t  t he  mon th  bu t  he lped  by  
excep t i ona l l y  heavy  p r ec ip i t a t i on  on  t he  16 th .  P r e 
c ip i t a t i on  t o t a l ed  3 .35  i nches ,  p rov id ing  a  s l i gh t  
exce s s  o f  0 . 27  i nches  fo r  t he  mon th .  

Tempera tu r e s  f o r  t he  mon th  ave raged  1 .9  deg ree s  
coo l e r.  Wind  d i r ec t i on  was  a  cons t an t  va r i ab l e ,  t he  
l onges t  i n t e rva l s  o f  cons i s t en t  d i r ec t i on  be ing  on ly  
two  days  a t  a  t ime .  Wa te r  l eve l s  r ema ined  h igh  and  
vege t a t i on  l u sh .  

Augus t - 	 A  s l i gh t l y  wa rmer  and  much  d r i e r  mon th .  The  bu lk  
o f  t he  p r ec ip i t a t i on  occu r r ed  i n  t he  f i r s t  e i gh t  days  
and  t he  r ema inde r  a t  r a t he r  we l l  s epa ra t ed  i n t e rva l s  
du r ing  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  mon th .  Ra in f a l l  a ccumula t ed  
t o  on ly  1 .82  i nches ,  l e av ing  a  1 . 46  i nch  de f i c i t .  

Tempe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  1 .3  deg ree s  wa rmer  t han  
no rma l .  Winds  we re  gene ra l l y  mode ra t e  and  f rom the  
wes t  ove ra l l .  

Vege t a t i on  r ema ined  f a i r l y  l u sh  and  wa t e r  l eve l s  
we re  s l ow  to  r ecede ,  be ly ing  t he  de f i c i t  p r ec ip i t a t i on .  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

A f ea tu r e  o f  t he  sp r i ng  s ea son  was  t he  l a t e  p r e sence  o f  
m ig ra t i ng  wa rb l e r s ,  a  cond i t i on  wh ich  con t i nued  i n to  t he  sum
mer  w i th  17  spec i e s  r e co rded  a t  t he  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  
on  June  1  (S t a sko )  and  t hey  we re  s t i l l  p a s s ing  t h rough  t he  
C leve l and  r eg ion  t he  fou r  f o l l owing  days .  

The  expec t a t i on  wou ld  be  l a t ene s s  i n  t he i r  r e t u rn  mig ra 
t i on  bu t  t he  oppos i t e  appa ren t l y  occu r r ed  a s  r epo r t s  o f  m i 
g r a t i ng  wa rb l e r s  f o r  e a r l y  da t e s  i n  Augus t  we re  r ece ived :  “On  
t he  morn ing  o f  Augus t  3 ,  a t  bo th  Whi t e  C i t y  and  Wi ldwood  Pa rk ,  
t he  ‘ t s i p ’  no t e s  o f  m ig ra t i ng  wa rb l e r s  we re  hea rd  a s  t he se  
b i rd s  c ame  i n  ove r  Lake  E r i e .  A t  l e a s t  a  ha l f  dozen  ‘ye l l ow’  
wa rb l e r s  we re  g l impsed  f l i t t i ng  abou t  i n  t he  l ow  vege t a t i on ,  
and  once  t h r ee  b i rd s  we re  s een  a s  t hey  d ropped  i n to  t he  b ru sh  
a t  t he  beach l i ne  and  t hen  moved  wes t . ”  (Newman) ;  and  on  Augus t  
19 ,  a  ho t ,  humid ,  showery  day,  a  t a l l y  was  made  o f  t en  spec i e s  
a t  t he  Shake r  Lakes  (Kn igh t ) ;  and  s i x  spec i e s  we re  obse rved  i n  
Wa i t e  H i l l  (F l an igan ) .  

The  hawks  we re  l a t e  m ig ra t i ng ,  be ing  s t i l l  on  t he  move  
t he  f i r s t  week  i n  June ,  and  t he r e  i s  ev idence  t h i s  was  a  w ide 
sp read  occu r r ence  by  a  r epo r t  f r om a  con t r i bu to r  t r ave l l i ng  
i n  no r the rn  Mich igan  on  June  14  and  encoun t e r i ng  hawk  f l i gh t s ,  
w i th  one  g roup  o f  bu t eos  number ing  115  (K lamm) .  

Sho reb i rd s .  Les se r  Ye l l owlegs  and  Dowi t che r s  appea red  a t  
Whi t e  C i t y  on  Ju ly  10  (Su rman ,  J r. )  t o  l e ad  o f f  t he  sho reb i rd  
mig ra t i on  bu t  t he  number s ,  f o r  bo th  spec i e s  and  i nd iv idua l s  
f o r  t he  pe r i od ,  we re  ex t r eme ly  meage r.  

Wa te r  was  h igh  a t  t he  u sua l  po in t s  o f  obse rva t i on  w i th  
t he  r e su l t  t ha t  su i t ab l e  hab i t a t  f o r  sou thbound  sho reb i rd s  
was  s ca r ce ,  c aus ing  many  t o  s eek  ca sua l  wa t e r  wh ich  p roduced  
s i gh t i ngs  o f  two  r a r e  m ig ran t s ,  S t i l t  Sandp ipe r s  and  Buff -
b r ea s t ed  Sandp ipe r s  (K lamm)  ( fo r  de t a i l s  s ee  No tewor thy  
Reco rds  s ec t i on ) .  

Sus t a ined  Mig ra t i on  o f  N igh thawks .  Mig ra to ry  movemen t  o f  t he  
Common  Nigh thawk  appa ren t l y  began  a s  e a r l y  a s  t he  s econd  week  
i n  Augus t ,  t h en  g r adua l l y  i n t ens i f i ed  ove r  succeed ing  weeks ,  
and  peaked  on  t he  31s t ,  a s  i s  i nd i ca t ed  by  t he  fo l l owing  r e 
po r t s  f r om obse rve r s  i n  va r i ous  pa r t s  o f  t he  r eg ion :  

Augus t  11  -  a  subs t an t i a l  f l i gh t  was  no t ed  a long  Lake  
E r i e  (Raynes ) .  

Augus t  16  -  a t  7 :15  p .m .  a  sw i r l i ng  f l ock ,  number ing  
more  t han  120 ,  was  f eed ing  i n  a  concen t r a t ed  g roup  
o  ve r  t he  Smi th  Road  pond  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  (She rwin ) .  

Augus t  21  -  be tween  7 :20  and  7 :30  p .m .  a  movemen t  con 
s i s t i ng  o f  a  f ew  b i rd s  a t  a  t ime  and  t o t a l i ng  abou t  25 ,  
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moved  t o  t he  sou thwes t  i n  H igh l and  He igh t s  and  R ichmond  
He igh t s ,  f e ed ing  en rou t e ,  bu t  no t  t o  t he  ex t en t  o f  c r e 
a t i ng  a  s i gn i f i c an t  dev i a t i on  i n  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  f l i gh t ,  
and  excep t  f o r  c a l l s  f r om two  o r  t h r ee  b i rd s  t he  move 
men t  was  s i l en t  (K i t son ) .  

Augus t  26  -  a  g roup  o f  30  obse rved  a t  Bed fo rd  Rese r
va t i on  (Kn igh t ) .  

Augus t  31  -  f r om 5 :30  t o  7 :30  p .m . ,  a  s i l en t  pa s sage  o f  
more  t han  50  b i rd s ,  i n  twos ,  t h r ee s ,  and  fou r s ,  c ame  f rom 
the  no r th  and  moved  t o  t he  sou thwes t  i n  t he  v i c in i t y  o f  
Pa ine sv i l l e .  Fo r  t he  mos t  pa r t  t hey  d id  no t  s eem to  be  
f eed ing  bu t  moved  a long  s t e ad i l y  (S to r e r ) .  

Be tween  6 :30  and  7 :30  p .m .  f r om a  van t age  po in t  i n  Fo re s t  
H i l l s  [H i l l ]  Pa rk ,  C l eve l and  He igh t s ,  m ig ra t i on  was  obse rved ,  
t hough  i t  was  no t  a  conce r t ed  movemen t  on  a  f i xed  cou r se .  
A  f ew  bands  o f  f ou r  t o  s i x  b i rd s  appea red  t o  be  fo l l owing  
t he  l i ne  o f  t he  Po r t age  Esca rpmen t  a s  t hey  t r ave l ed  f rom 
ea s t  t o  wes t .  O the r s  we re  pa s s ing  f rom no r th  t o  sou th .  
Bu t  t he  l a rge s t  number  we re  mov ing  i n  a  l e i su r e ly  d r i f t 
i ng - f eed ing  f a sh ion  f rom no r thwes t  t o  sou thea s t ,  wh i ch  
i s  t he  t yp i ca l  l i ne  o f  f l i gh t  ove r  C l eve l and  He igh t s .  I n  
a l l ,  abou t  125  b i rd s  we re  r eco rded  (Newman) .  

F rom 7 :00  t o  8 :20  p .m .  i n  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  two  f l i gh t  pa th s  
we re  obse rved :  a  l i gh t  movemen t  f r om sou thea s t  t o  no r th 
wes t  and  a  heav i e r  movemen t ,  number ing  121  b i rd s ,  f r om 
no r th  t o  sou th  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  

An  ea s twa rd  pa s sage  o f  88  b i rd s  was  no t ed  i n  Lakewood ,  
t he  peak  pe r i od  occu r r i ng  f rom 7 :40  t o  8 :10  p .m .  (K lamm) .  

Swa l lows  and  Mar t i n s .  No  l a rge  f l ock ing  o f  Swi f t s  o r  Swa l lows  
we re  r epo r t ed  fo r  t he  summer  pe r i od .  

A  f ew  sma l l  bands  o f  Bank  Swa l lows  moved  wes t  a l ong  t he  
l ake l i ne  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Ju ly  20 ,  be tween  8 :25  and  10 :00  a .m .  
Bo th  Bank  and  Ba rn  Swa l lows  we re  mov ing  wes t  a t  i n t e rva l s  on  
t he  morn ing  o f  Augus t  3 ;  t he  Ba rn  Swa l lows  mov ing  s i ng ly  o r  
i n  twos  and  t h r ee s ,  t he  Bank  i n  g roups  o f  s i x  t o  two  dozen  
(Newman) .  

Pu rp l e  Mar t i n s  we re  r epo r t ed  t o  be  “comple t e ly  succe s s 
fu l ”  a t  t he  u sua l  co lon i e s  a t  Edgewa te r  Pa rk  and  Webb  Road  
(K lamm) ,  and  on  Ju ly  22  “baby  Mar t i n s  we re  i n  eve ry  ho l e  a t  
Whi t e  C i t y,  w i th  two  s t i l l  b e ing  f ed  on  Augus t  13”  (Ca r ro the r s ) .  
Pa r adox i ca l l y,  no  r epo r t s  we re  r ece ived  o f  t he  u sua l  concen 
t r a t i ons  no t ed  p r i o r  t o  t he i r  depa r tu r e .  On  t he  con t r a ry,  a t  
Lo ra in ,  “ t he r e  was  no  f l ock ing  on  t he  w i r e s  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  
house  a t  a l l  t h i s  yea r ”  (Do lbea r ) ,  and  “no  concen t r a t i ons  o f  
t h i s  spec i e s  we re  r epo r t ed  he r e  i n  E ly r i a  o r  e l s ewhe re  i n  
l a t e  Augus t ,  a s  i s  u sua l l y  t he  ca se”  (P.  Johnson ) .  



-  37  
Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  Appea r s  i n  Some  Number s .  La t e  i n  
Augus t  a  f a i r  number  o f  Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  appea red  i n  a  
va r i e t y  o f  l oca l i t i e s .  Two  were  i n  t he  p ine  g rove  a t  C l ague  
Pa rk  on  Augus t  24  and  aga in  on  t he  31s t  (S t a sko ) ;  one  was  a t  
Lower  Shake r  Lake  on  t he  25 th  (Newman) ;  t h r ee  i n  Bed fo rd  Res 
e rva t i on  on  t he  26 th  (Kn igh t ) ;  and  two  i n  Rocky  R ive r  Rese r
va t i on  and  one  i n  Lakewood  on  t he  28 th  (S t a sko ) .  

Concen t r a t i on  o f  Ceda r  Waxwings .  A  bu i l d -up  i n  number s  oc 
cu r r ed  a t  Lo ra in  i n  l a t e  May,  o f  hund reds  o f  Ceda r  Waxwings  t o  
more  t han  a  t housand  on  June  1 ,  and  d imin i shed  du r ing  t he  2nd  
and  3 rd  t o  abou t  a  hund red ,  be ing  a t t r i bu t ed  t o  a  huge  con 
cen t r a t i on  o f  m idges  a t  t he  s ame  pe r i od .  Widesp read  occu r
r ence  was  r epo r t ed  t h roughou t  Lo ra in  Coun ty  du r ing  t he  r ema in 
de r  o f  t he  mon th ,  bu t  u sua l l y  i n  sma l l  f l ocks  (Do lbea r,  P.  
Johnson  and  Ward ) .  

Sca r c i t y  o f  Ce r t a in  Breed ing  B i rd s .  The  fo l l owing  commen t s  
f r om obse rve r s  i n  t he  ea s t e rn  and  t he  wes t e rn  po r t i on  o f  t he  
r eg ion  wou ld  s eem to  i nd i ca t e  t ha t  t he  popu l a t i on  o f  a  con 
s ide r ab l e  number  o f  b r eed ing  spec i e s  was  down  th i s  summer :  

“ I  am  s ing l i ng  ou t  t h r ee  spec i e s  t ha t  a r e  ve ry  s ca r ce  i n  
a r ea s  t ha t  I  cove r  r egu l a r l y :  (1  )  t he  Ovenb i rd  can  no  
l onge r  be  hea rd  o r  f ound  i n  i t s  o ld  haun t s ;  ( 2 )  t he  
Ca ro l i na  Wren  i s  ve ry  ha rd  t o  l oca t e ;  ( 3 )  t he  Hooded  
Warb l e r  i s  no t  t o  be  found  ea s i l y  a s  a  summer  r e s iden t ”  
(S t a sko ) .  

“ I t  was  a  poo r  b r eed ing  s ea son  fo r  r e s i den t  wa rb l e r s ”  
(K lamm) .  

“Was  t h i s  an  o f f  yea r  f o r  Cuckoos?  Dur ing  t he  en t i r e  
summer  I  d id  no t  s ee  o r  hea r  a  s i ng l e  b i rd  o f  e i t he r  
spec i e s”  (Newman)  

“Fewer  spa r rows  i n  t he  f i e l d s  I  obse rve .  No  Hens low’s .  
Fewer  hawks”  (Raynes ) .  

“ In  my  a r ea  t he  Hooded  Warb l e r  and  t he  B lue -g r ay  Gna t 
ca t che r  we re  non -ex i s t en t  and  t he  Ruby- th roa t ed  Humming 
b i rd  p r ac t i c a l l y  so”  (F l an igan ) .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Doub le - c r e s t ed  Cormoran t  - An  excep t i ona l l y  good  v i ew  was  had  
on  Augus t  31  o f  one  f l y ing  j u s t  i n s ide  t he  sho re l i ne  a t  Lake 
wood  Pa rk  whe re  t r e e l e s s  l and  j u t s  ou t  i n to  t he  wa t e r  mak ing  
a  good  van t age  po in t  f o r  b i rd s  go ing  ea s t  and  wes t .  Wi th  t he  
b i rd  j u s t  ove rhead ,  t he  o r ange  t h roa t  pouch  cou ld  be  c l ea r l y  
s een  (K lamm) .  

Common  Egre t  -  None  we re  r eco rded  i n  t he  summer  o f  1967 ,  bu t  
t h i s  summer  t he r e  we re  t h r ee  Augus t  r e co rds ,  e ach  o f  a  s i ng l e  
b i rd :  on  t he  3 rd  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  “ f l y ing  wes t  and  s t r ugg l i ng  
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aga in s t  t he  w ind”  (K lamm) ;  i n  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  t he  
10 th  (S t a sko )  and  on  t he  18 th  (Su rman ,  J r. ) ,  

Ye l l ow-c rowned  N igh t  He ron  - Th ree  b i rd s  i n  adu l t  p lumage  
we re  s t ud i ed  by  many  obse rve r s  on  June  20 ,  21  and  30 ,  and  
one  adu l t  on  t he  22nd ,  a t  t he  Wa te rworks  Pa rk  i n  Cuyahoga  
Fa l l s ,  bu t  t hey  we re  no t  s een  a f t e r  cons t ruc t i on  work  was  
begun  t o  i n s t a l l  s ewe r  p ipe s  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  These  a r e  t he  
f i r s t  June  da t e s  s i nce  1954  and  on ly  t he  t h i rd  t ime  i n  ou r  
h i s t o ry  t ha t  t h r ee  b i rd s  h  ave  been  p r e sen t  a t  t he  s ame  t ime .  

Green -winged  Tea l  -  On  Ju ly  29 ,  an  uncommon1y  ea r l y  da t e ,  f i ve  
we re  s een  i n  t he  l agoon  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  (Ca r ro the r s ) .  

Shove l e r  -  F ive  imma tu re s  and /o r  f ema le s  we re  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  
on  Augus t  25  (Ca r ro the r s ) ,  wh i ch  i s  an  excep t i ona l  number  
fo r  such  an  unsea sonab ly  ea r l y  da t e .  

Redhead  - The  s econd  Augus t  r e co rd  i n  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  
r eg ion  i s  o f  a  l one  i nd iv idua l  a t  Lo ra in  on  t he  22nd  (Do lbea r ) .  

Ha r l equ in  Duck  - The  imma tu re  ma l e  t ha t  occu r r ed  i n  Lo ra in  
ha rbo r  f o r  much  o f  t he  w in t e r  and  a t  l e a s t  t h rough  Apr i l  21 ,  
was  r eco rded  t he r e  da i l y  i n  t he  l a s t  ha l f  o f  June  and  fo r  t he  
f i r s t  s i x  days  i n  Ju ly.  Then  on  Augus t  26 ,  p r e sumab ly  t h i s  
s ame  b i rd  - -  “now in  fu l l  summer  p lumage”  - -  was  obse rved  
“go ing  i n  and  ou t  o f  t he  rocks  i n  t he  wes t  b r eakwa l l ”  (Do lbea r,  
Nagy,  S t a sko ,  Ward ) .  

Ruddy  Duck  - Two  ma le s  we re  p r e sen t  a t  Lake  Mogado re  on  June  
11  fo r  t he  t h i rd  June  r eco rd  i n  ou r  h i s t o ry  (S t a ige r ) .  

K ing  Ra i l  -  By  t he  happ i e s t  o f  a cc iden t s ,  t hough  s eeming ly  
a lmos t  by  de s ign ,  a  s t r ay  appea red  on  June  6  a t  t he  Lakewood  
r e s idence  o f  two  BIRD CALENDAR con t r i bu to r s  and  was  t he r e  
aga in  on  t he  8 th .  These  a r e  t he  f i r s t  June  da t e s  s i nce  1953 ,  
A  de t a i l ed  accoun t  f o l l ows  i n  t he  F i e ld  No te s  s ec t i on .  

B l ack -be l l i ed  P love r  - Appea red  ea r l i e r  and  i n  g r ea t e r  number s  
t han  i n  r e cen t  yea r s :  ( 1 )  one  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Augus t  3  and  
15  (Newman  and  Raynes ) ;  ( 2 )  on  Augus t  17 ,  18  ,  24  and  25  i n  
number s  r ang ing  f rom s ix  t o  n ine  b i rd s  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  A i r 
po r t  (K lamm) .  

Wi l l e t  - Two  were  s een  on  t he  s andba r s  o f  a  beach  a r ea  a t  
Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  Ju ly  1 ,  a  ve ry  ea r l y  da t e  (Ward ) .  

Kno t  - A  s i ng l e  i nd iv idua l  “ s t ood  ou t ”  among  a  g roup  o f  B l ack -
be l l i ed  P love r s  r e s t i ng  on  a  l and ing  s t r i p  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  
A i rpo r t  on  Augus t  17 ,  and  ano the r  b i rd ,  a l r e ady  i n  f a l l  p lum
age ,  was  obse rved  and  pho tog raphed  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Augus t  25  
(K lamm) .  

Dowi t che r  - Twen ty - two  we re  coun t ed  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  A i r 
po r t  on  Augus t  3  (K lamm) .  
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S t i l t  Sandp ipe r  -  I n  t he  ca sua l  wa t e r  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  A i r 
po r t  one  was  f eed ing  and  r e s t i ng  on  Augus t  3 ,  and  one  occu r r ed  
a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Augus t  17 .  Bo th  we re  i n  a lmos t  comp le t e  f a l l  
p lumage ,  w i th  t he  d i s t i nc t i ve  ba r r i ng  a lmos t  van i shed  bu t  t he  
ches tnu t  co lo r  on  t he  head  s t i l l  d i s t i nc t  (K lamm) .  

Bu ff -b r ea s t ed  Sandp ipe r  -  On  Augus t  3 ,  wh ich  i s  t he  ea r l i e s t  
da t e  eve r  r epo r t ed ,  t h r ee  we re  a t  Bu rke  Lake f ron t  A i rpo r t .  
One  b i rd  was  f eed ing  a long  t he  f ence ,  ano the r  i n  c a sua l  wa t e r,  
and  t he  t h i rd  i n  t he  g r a s s  be tween  t he  runways  (K lamm) .  

Grea t  B l ack -backed  Gu l l  - An  imma tu re  occu r r ed  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  
on  June  l  f o r  t he  f i r s t  June  r eco rd  i n  ou r  h i s t o ry  (Raynes ) ;  
and  t he  occu r r ence  o f  an  imma tu re  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  June  15  
and  16  sugges t s  t he  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  t he  s ame  b i rd  (Do lbea r,  
Lebo ld ,  Nagy  and  S t a sko ) .  

Laugh ing  Gu l l  -  On  June  15  and  16  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r,  an  adu l t  
was  i den t i f i ed  among  a  g roup  o f  He r r i ng ,  R ing -b i l l ed ,  and  
Bonapa r t e ’s  Gu l l s  cong rega t ed  on  t he  rocks ,  and  i t  was  a l so  
s een  i n  f l i gh t  when  i t s  d i s t i ngu i sh ing  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  we re  
c l e a r l y  ev iden t  (Do lbea r,  Lebo ld ,  Nagy,  S t a sko )  and  r eco rded  
t he r e  aga in  on  June  25  (Ward ) .  These  cons t i t u t e  t he  f i r s t  
June  r eco rds  fo r  t he  r eg ion .  

F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l  -  On  Augus t  10  and  17  two  we re  i n  t he  boa t  
ba s in  a t  Edgewa te r  Pa rk  and  one  i n  t he  boa t  ba s in  a t  Gordon  
Pa rk ,  and  on  t he  24 th  t h r ee  we re  a t  t he  Lakes ide  Yach t  C lub  
(K lamm) .  

Casp i an  Te rn  -  On  a  s andsp i t  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  t hey  r eached  a  
h igh  coun t  o f  150  i n  m id -Augus t  (Do lbea r ) .  

Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  F lyca t che r  - A  ve ry  ea r l y  f a l l  t r an s i en t  a t  
Spence r  Wi ld l i f e  Area  was  s een  and  hea rd  on  Augus t  11 .  “ I t  
was  t he  ca l l  wh ich  f i r s t  c a l l ed  my  a t t en t i on  t o  t he  b i rd  a s  I  
immed ia t e ly  r e a l i z ed  i t  was  some th ing  d i f f e r en t  and  checked  
t he  ca l l  aga in s t  t he  r e co rd ing  w i th in  an  hou r” .  Ano the r,  o r  
t he  s ame  b i rd  was  s een  on  t he  25 th  (Morse ) .  

B rown  Creepe r  -  Obse rved  i n  e a r l y  June  nea r  t he  Tra i l s i de  
Museum in  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  whe re  t h i s  spec i e s  ha s  
ne s t ed  i n  f o rmer  yea r s ,  and  t hey  we re  s een  f eed ing  young  on  
June  22  (K lamm and  S t a sko ) .  

Sho r t -b i l l ed  Mar sh  Wren  -  I n  an  ove rg rown  g ra s sy  f i e l d  on  
She rman  Road  i n  Geauga  Coun ty,  whe re  t h i s  spec i e s  ha s  occu r r ed  
i n  o the r  summers ,  one  was  r eco rded  on  s i x  da t e s  f r om Ju ly  26  
t o  Augus t  18  - -  e ach  t ime  s i ng ing  and  mak ing  sho r t  f l i gh t s  
above  t he  g r a s s  t ops ,  t hen  d ropp ing  back  ou t  o f  s i gh t  (Ca r ro the r s ) .  

Mock ingb i rd  -  One  s een  i n  H igh l and  Pa rk  Ceme te ry  on  June  3  
(E l eano re  Hudgeon  f i de  Ca r ro the r s ) .  
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Logge rhead  Sh r ike  -  “On  June  23  a  Sh r ike  was  s een  s i t t i ng  on  
a  f ence ,  18”  h igh ,  su r round ing  a  sma l l  f l ower  bed  i n  t he  f ron t  
ya rd  o f  a  r e s i dence  on  I s l and  Road  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty.  On  t he  
24 th  t he  b i rd  was  i n  t he  i den t i c a l  spo t  and  ano the r  was  i n  a  
f ence row ac ro s s  t he  road ;  on  t he  29 th  a  Sh r ike  was  aga in  s een ,  
t h i s  t ime  on  a  power  l i ne  i n  t he  s ame  a r ea”  (Morse ) .  

Whi t e - eyed  Vi r eo  -  On  June  2  i t s  d i s t i nc t i ve  song  was  hea rd  
f rom a  dense  t h i cke t  i n  wh ich  many  b i rd s  we re  concen t r a t ed  i n  
a  ya rd  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  (K lamm) .  

Go lden -winged  Warb l e r  - A  s i ng ing  ma le  was  i den t i f i ed  i n  a  
g roup  o f  m ig ra t i ng  wa rb l e r s  i n  t he  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  
June  1  fo r  a  f i r s t  June  r eco rd  (S t a sko ) .  

B l ack - th roa t ed  B lue  Warb l e r  -  One  f ed  i n  t he  v ine s  ove rhang ing  
an  enc lo sed  po rch  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  Augus t  15  wh ich  i s  a  new  
ea r l i e s t  f a l l  d a t e  (F l an igan ) .  

Ken tucky  Warb l e r  - A  s i ng ing  b i rd  was  r epo r t ed  f rom Hea th  
Road  i n  Geauga  Coun ty  on  June  2  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Connec t i cu t  Warb l e r  - A t  m id -a f t e rnoon  on  June  4  a  f ema le  was  
f eed ing  i n  t he  unde r s to ry  a t  Lower  Shake r  Lake  (Newman) .  

Mourn ing  Warb l e r  -  S ing l e  b i rd s  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom Rocky  R ive r  
Rese rva t i on  on  June  1  (S t a sko ) ,  f r om Pe rk in s  Beach  on  t he  2nd  
(K lamm) ,  and  f rom Men to r  Mar sh  on  t he  3 rd  (Hende r son ) .  

Canada  Warb l e r  -  Ra re ly,  i f  eve r,  r e co rded  i n  t he  wes t e rn  
po r t i on  o f  t he  r eg ion  du r ing  t he  b r eed ing  s ea son ,  one  was  s een  
t he r e  on  June  23  i n  t he  v i c in i t y  o f  O ld  Lake  Road  j u s t  wes t  o f  
Lo ra in  (Nagy ) .  

Wes t e rn  Meadowla rk  - A t  War r ensv i l l e  Fa rms ,  whe re  t h i s  spec i e s  
occu r r ed  du r ing  t he  sp r i ng ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  f o rmer  yea r s ,  one  
was  s een  and  hea rd  on  June  8 ,  15 ,  22 ,  29 ,  and  Ju ly  4  (Kn igh t ) .  

S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco  -  I n  add i t i on  t o  t he  pa i r  wh ich  ne s t ed  i n  
Chap in  S t a t e  Fo re s t  ( s ee  Nes t i ng  Obse rva t i ons ) ,  two  o the r  
b i rd s  - -  pos s ib ly  a  pa i r  - -  we re  s een  e l s ewhe re  i n  t he  Fo re s t :  
on  June  15  a  s i ng l e  b i rd ,  s eeming ly  a  f ema le ,  was  g l impsed  a s  
i t  d a r t ed  ac ro s s  t he  d i r t  s e rv i ce  road  and  d i s appea red  i n to  
t he  qu i t e  dense  woods  on  t he  no r th  s i de  o f  t he  r i dge ;  and  i n  
t he  s ame  a r ea  on  June  19 ,  a  ma l e  f ed  l e i su r e ly  a t  t he  road 
s ide ,  t hen  f l ew  in to  t he  s ame  po r t i on  o f  t he  woods  (Newman) .  

F IELD NOTES 

King  Ra i l  a  Su rp r i s i ng  Vi s i t o r .  Abou t  6 :00  p .m .  on  June  6  a s  
I  app roached  t he  f ron t  en t r ance  t o  ou r  home  in  Lakewood  a  K ing  
Ra i l ,  f a r  f r om i t s  u sua l  haun t s ,  f l u shed  f rom a  c lump  o f  l i l y -
o f - t he -va l l ey  and  r an  down  the  d r i veway  and  i n to  an  ad jo in ing  
ya rd ,  f l y ing  up  ve ry  l i t t l e .  I  t u rned  and  wen t  a round  t he  
house  i n  t he  oppos i t e  d i r ec t i on  t o  s ee  t he  Ra i l  f e ed ing  i n  
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t he  g r a s s  on  t he  open  l awn .  The re  i s  a  f ence row  o f  sh rubbe ry  
i n  back  and  a  weedy  f l ower  bed ,  and  t he  Ra i l  d i s appea red  i n to  
t h i s  g rowth .  F rom the r e  i t  wen t  back  and  fo r t h  t o  f e ed .  

My  husband  Wi l l i am  and  I  s ea r ched  fo r  t he  Ra i l  t he  fo l 
l owing  even ing  w i thou t  succe s s .  Bu t ,  t o  ou r  su rp r i s e ,  on  
June  8 ,  aga in  a t  abou t  3 :00  p .m . ,  t he  b i rd  appea red  f rom the  
vege t a t i on  be tween  t he  ga r ages  and  came  i n to  ou r  ya rd  t o  f e ed  
i n  t he  open .  Wi l l i am  took  mov ie s  o f  i t  a s  i t  f ed  i n  t he  com
p l e t e ly  open  a r ea  a l l  a round  t he  ya rd .  Th i s  was  t he  l a s t  
s i gh t i ng  by  u s ,  bu t  ou r  ne ighbo r s ,  who  we re  f ami l i a r  w i th  t he  
Ra i l  by  t h i s  t ime ,  r epo r t ed  t hey  s aw  i t  s eve r a l  n igh t s  l a t e r.  
The re  was  no  appa ren t  s i gn  o f  i n ju ry  o r  exhaus t i on .  

-  NANCY KLAMM 

Concen t r a t i on  o f  Up land  P love r .  Be tween  June  16  and  30  I  
made  a  number  o f  v i s i t s  t o  two  f i e l d s  app rox ima te ly  t h r ee  
mi l e s  apa r t  i n  Gra f t on  and  Ea ton  Townsh ip s  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty,  
whe re  Up land  P love r s  we re  ne s t i ng  aga in  t h i s  yea r,  a s  t hey  
have  i n  a t  l e a s t  t he  l a s t  t h r ee  yea r s .  I n  e ach  o f  t he se  
f i e l d s  I  s aw  a s  many  a s  12  P love r s  a t  a  t ime ,  a l l  adu l t s  a s  
f a r  a s  I  cou ld  t e l l ,  bu t  t he  pecu l i a r  t h ing  was  t ha t  t he  con 
cen t r a t i on  s eemed  t o  move  f rom one  f i e l d  t o  t he  o the r.  Whi l e  
I  wou ld  be  wa i t i ng  a t  one  appa ren t l y  de se r t ed  f i e l d ,  t he  
P love r s  wou ld  sudden ly  and  s i l en t l y  appea r ;  a t  one  t ime  t hey  
occup i ed  s even  consecu t i ve  f ence  pos t s  whe re  a  momen t  be fo r e  
t he r e  had  been  none .  Wheneve r  t he r e  was  a  concen t r a t i on  a t  
one  p l ace ,  t he r e  we re  neve r  more  t han  two  b i rd s  t o  be  found  
a t  t he  a l te rna t e  f i e l d .  The  nex t  even ing  t he  s i t ua t i on  migh t  
be  r eve r sed .  

The re  a r e  two  o the r  f i e l d s  i n  t he  s ame  gene ra l  a r ea  whe re  
Up land  P love r s  a r e  a l so  known  to  ne s t ,  bu t  t he se  have  neve r  
p roduced  more  t han  a  pa i r  o f  b i rd s .  -  ROBERT J .  MORSE 

Di sa s t e r  a t  t he  Lake f ron t .  On  Ju ly  28  a  co l l i s i on  t ook  p l ace  
be tween  a  j e t  p l ane  and  a  g roup  o f  gu l l s  a t  t he  Burke  Lake -
f ron t  A i rpo r t ,  and  gu l l s  we re  i nges t ed  and  l e f t  s t r ewn  a long  
t he  a i r s t r i p  i n  a  huge  mass .  

By  pe rmi s s ion  o f  t he  a i rpo r t  au tho r i t i e s  we  we re  pe rmi t 
t ed  t o  check  t he  spec imens  fo r  t he  pu rpose  o f  de t e rmin ing  t he  
number  t ha t  we re  banded  b i rd s .  The  runway  was  qu i t e  w ide  and  
we  found  t he  no r th  s i de  had  been  f r equen t ed  by  He r r i ng  Gu l l s  
and  t he  sou th  s i de  by  R ing -b i l l ed  Gu l l s .  Many  o f  t he  gu l l s  
we re  appa ren t l y  s l ammed  to  t he  g round  w i th  su f f i c i en t  f o r ce  
t o  t e a r  t hem open .  I n  t he  immed ia t e  a r ea  we  found  app rox i 
ma te ly  314  b i rd s  t ha t  had  been  de s t royed ,  among  wh ich  we re  
f i ve  He r r i ng  Gu l l s  w i th  bands  and  t h r ee  R ing -b i l l ed  w i th  bands .  
One  Casp i an  Te rn  was  i den t i f i ed  among  t he  v i c t ims .  

-  WILLIAM AND NANCY KLAMM 
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Unexpec t ed  Encoun t e r  w i th  a  Ba rn  Owl .  I t  h a s  been  some  t ime  
s i nce  I  have  obse rved  a  Ba rn  Owl  i n  t h i s  a r ea ,  bu t  on  Augus t  
12 ,  I  had  a  ve ry  de f i n i t e  con t ac t  w i th  one  a s  we  we re  i n spec t 
i ng  t he  b ig ,  emp ty  ba rn  a t  t he  Hoff acke r  f a rm  on  She rman  Road ,  
j u s t  e a s t  o f  Rou t e  306  i n  Ches t e r l and .  I  opened  t he  doo r  t o  
t he  s i l o  a r ea  and  a  b ig  b i rd  began  f l y ing  a round  my  head ,  a s  
s t a r t l ed  t o  s ee  me  a s  I  was  t o  s ee  i t .  I t  f i na l l y  pe r ched  on  
t he  w indow l edge ,  and  a f t e r  I  had  r emoved  t he  p l en t i f u l  dus t  
and  cobwebs  f rom my  ha i r  and  eyes ,  I  was  de l i gh t ed  t o  s ee  t ha t  
my  compan ion  was  a  ma tu r e  Ba rn  Owl .  The  s i l o  was  emp ty  and  
t he  w indows  b roken  a t  t he  t op ,  and  i t  was  ev iden t  t ha t  t he  Owl  
had  v i s i t ed  t he  a r ea  f r equen t l y.  The  b i rd  was  a lone .  

- DELOS E .  JOHNSON 

F lyca t che r s .  Aga in  t h i s  yea r,  a s  i n  e ach  o f  t he  pa s t  f ou r  
yea r s ,  i t  wa s  poss ib l e  t o  s t and  i n  one  spo t  nea r  t he  wes t  s i de  
pa rk ing  l o t  a t  Spence r  Wi ld l i f e  Area  and  hea r  t he  songs  o f  s i x  
ne s t i ng  f l yca t che r s :  Eas t e rn  K ingb i rd ,  Grea t  C re s t ed ,  Acad i an ,  
Tra i l l ’s ,  Lea s t  and  Wood  Pewee .  I  doub t  i f  t he r e  a r e  ve ry  
many  o the r  spo t s  whe re  t he  hab i t a t  r equ i r emen t s  o f  a l l  s i x  
spec i e s  a r e  me t  i n  such  a  sma l l  a r ea .  -  ROBERT J .  MORSE 

In t e r s t a t e  Cons t ruc t i on  De fea t s  Bank  Swa l lows .  Dur ing  t he  
g r ea t e r  pa r t  o f  June  Bank  Swa l lows  t r i ed  t o  co lon i ze  a  p i l e  
o f  s and  be ing  u sed  fo r  cons t ruc t i on  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  90  a t  Gu l f  
Road  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty.  Abou t  20  bu r rows  we re  s t a r t ed  and  a s  
many  a s  29  b i rd s  s een  on  June  11 .  They  we re  obse rved  da i l y  
t h rough  Ju ly  11 ,  a t  wh ich  t ime  t he  s and  was  be ing  u sed  t o  
m ix  conc re t e  f o r  t he  h ighway  and  t he  b i rd s  d i s appea red .  

-  PERRY F.  AND JAN JOHNSON 

NESTING OBSERVATIONS 

Red - t a i l ed  Hawk  -  Fo r  t he  s econd  succe s s ive  yea r  ( s ee  C leve l and  
BIRD CALENDAR,  63 :22 -23 ,  l9  67 ) ,  t he  Red - t a i l ed  Hawk’s  ne s t  i n  
Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  was  p roduc t i ve .  

Feb rua ry  24  -  two  b i rd s  c i r c l i ng  h igh  above  t he  ne s t  
wh ich  was  fu l l  o f  snow.  No  hemlock  sp r i g s  showing  f rom 
the  ne s t  a s  i n  1967 .  

Apr i l  6  -  f ema le  f l ew  o ff  ne s t  a s  I  app roached .  New 
ma te r i a l  ha s  been  added  t o  t he  ne s t .  Ma le  j o ined  f ema le  
c i r c l i ng  ove r  a r ea .  

Apr i l  20  and  May  11  -  f ema le  on  ne s t ;  l e f t  upon  de t ec t 
i ng  me .  

May  25  -  two  young  ac t i ve  i n  ne s t .  P in  f ea the r s  v i s i b l e .  

June  15  -  bo th  young  we l l  f e a the r ed ,  pe r ch ing  on  edge  o f  
ne s t  a s  adu l t  f ed  f l e sh  t o  one ,  wh i l e  t he  o the r  f l apped  
i t s  w ings .  Adu l t  l e f t  s c r eaming .  Young  r ema in  i n  ne s t  
l ook ing  my  way.  
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Ju ly  13  -  young  no t  s een  bu t  be l i eved  down  r av ine  f rom 
the  ne s t  t r e e  due  t o  p r e sence  o f  bo th  adu l t s ,  one  f l y ing  
i n  and  down  r av ine  w i th  a  sma l l  an ima l  i n  i t s  t a l ons .  

-GLENN KITSON 

Common  Ga l l i nu l e  -  On  June  29 ,  a t  a  ma r sh  i n  Bu r ton  whe re  
ne s t i ng  obse rva t i ons  we re  made  i n  1966 ,  an  adu l t  and  t h r ee  
young  we re  s een  f eed ing  i n  t he  wa t e r  and  a long  t he  edge  o f  
c a t t a i l s .  -  GLENN KITSON 

Eas t e rn  K ingb i rd  -  I n  t he  moor ing  a r ea  o f  t he  Nor thea s t  Yach t  
C lub  a t  Whi t e  C i t y,  an  Eas t e rn  K ingb i rd  succe s s fu l l y  ne s t ed  
i n  a  comp le t e ly  aqua t i c  hab i t a t .  A  row  o f  25  t o  30  s t e e l  
po l e s  s t ands  i n  t he  wa t e r  abou t  300  f ee t  f r om the  sho re l i ne  
and  abou t  90  f ee t  f r om the  b r eakwa l l .  A  s t e e l  wa lkway  moun t 
ed  on  pos t s  pa r a l l e l s  t he  row  o f  po l e s ,  and  boa t s  a r e  moored  
be tween  t he  po l e s  and  t he  wa lkway.  One  o f  t he se  po l e s  was  
t he  s i t e  o f  t he  ne s t .  

The  ne s t ,  l o ca t ed  abou t  one  foo t  f r om the  t op  o f  t he  po l e  
and  abou t  f ou r  and  one -ha l f  f e e t  above  t he  wa t e r,  was  p l aced  
on  t he  bo l t ed  j unc tu r e  o f  t he  me ta l  band  wh ich  enc i r c l e s  t he  
po l e  and  ho ld s  t he  me t a l  r i ng  t o  wh ich  t he  boa t ’s  moor ing  l i ne  
i s  a t t a ched .  Th i s  l i ne  ro se  and  f e l l  w i th  t he  mo t ion  o f  t he  
boa t ,  p roduc ing  a  r hy thmic  r a sp ing .  S ince  t he  ne s t  was  on  t he  
no r th  s i de  o f  t he  po l e ,  t he  s i t t i ng  f ema le  was  d i r ec t l y  ex 
posed  t o  w inds  o f f  Lake  E r i e .  Moreove r,  she  mus t  have  been  
pe l t ed  by  r a in  wh ich  f e l l  i n  c l oudbu r s t  p ropo r t i ons  on  Ju ly  16 .  

When  I  d i s cove red  t he  ne s t  on  Ju ly  20 ,  t he  f ema le  was  
s i t t i ng  c lo se  and  t he  ma le  was  nea rby.  On  Ju ly  28  t he  pa r en t s  
we re  f eed ing  s eve ra l  we l l - f e a the r ed  ne s t l i ngs .  F ina l l y,  on  
Augus t  3  t he  f ema le  - -  d i s t i ngu i shed  by  he r  so i l ed  b r ea s t  
f e a the r s  - -  was  f eed ing  t h r ee  f l edg l i ngs  i n  a  w i l l ow  t r ee  
abou t  200  f ee t  f r om the  ne s t  s i t e .  -  DONALD L .  NEWMAN 

Black -capped  Ch ickadee  -  Nes t  was  i n  a  wren  box  l oca t ed  nea r  
t he  d r i ve  l e ad ing  t o  t he  ma in  en t r ance  o f  my  home  in  Wa i t e  
H i l l .  

May  9  -  a s  I  checked  by  l i f t i ng  t he  l i d  o f  t he  house  t he  
Ch ickadee  sp r ead  i t s  t i ny  w ings  and  body  t o  cove r  a l l  s i x  
eggs .  Neve r  once  d id  i t  f l y  ou t  when  I  made  subsequen t  
i nves t i ga t i ons .  

May  21  -  eggs  ha t ched .  

June  4  -  a l l  l e f t  t he  ne s t  i n  appa ren t  s a f e ty. 
MARGARET H .  SHERWIN 

House  Wren  - The  ne s t i ng  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  House  Wren  on  a  f i ve -
ac r e  t r a c t  wh ich  I  cove r  nea r  ou r  home  in  Wa i t e  H i l l  h a s  been  
phenomena l .  The re  we re  e igh t  ne s t s  a t  s i x  s i t e s ,  two  boxes  
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be ing  u sed  fo r  subsequen t  ne s t i ngs ,  and  39  young  we re  f l edged .  
A t  l e a s t  two  f ami l i e s  o f  Wrens  w i th  newly  f l edged  young  we re  
obse rved ,  ou t s i de ,  bu t  ad jo in ing  t he  f i ve - ac r e  t r a c t .  

On ly  one  ne s t  was  a  f a i l u r e ,  t he  cause  be ing  unknown .  
The  s even  eggs  d i s appea red  a f t e r  13  days  o f  i ncuba t i on  w i th  
no  s i gn  o f  t he  s l i gh t e s t  d i s t u rbance  t o  t he  ne s t .  -  ANNETTE B .  

FLANIGAN 

Blueb i rd  - The  b r eed ing  o f  t he  B lueb i rd  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  me t  
w i th  a lmos t  t o t a l  d i s a s t e r.  On  t he  g rounds  a t  She rwin ’s  f i ve  
ne s t s  we re  bu i l t  by  two  pa i r,  24  eggs  l a i d  and  11  ne s t l i ngs  
ha t ched  w i thou t  a  s i ng l e  f l edg l i ng  be ing  p roduced .  Each  ne s t  
me t  w i th  unde t e rmined  l o s s  and  de s t ruc t i on  a t  va r i ous  s t age s ,  
some  hav ing  no  s i gn  o f  d i s t u rbance ,  o the r s  t o rn  up  and  de 
s t royed ,  and  ano the r  w i th  t he  en t r ance  ho l e  c l awed  and  s c r a t ch 
ed  un t i l  i t  was  en l a rged .  

On  t he  g rounds  a t  F l an igan ’s  t h r ee  ne s t s  we re  bu i l t ,  t en  
eggs  l a i d  ( one  ne s t  cou ld  no t  be  obse rved  a s  i t  was  i n  a  dead  
s t ub ) ,  f i ve  ne s t l i ngs  ha t ched  and  on ly  one  f l edg l i ng  p roduced .  
F ive  eggs  d i s appea red  f rom the  s econd  ne s t  a f t e r  s even  days  
i ncuba t i on  w i thou t  t he  ne s t  be ing  d i s a r r anged .  

On ly  Mer i t  Skaggs  a t  nea rby  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  r epo r t ed  a  
succe s s fu l  ne s t i ng .  Two  b roods ,  number ing  e igh t  b i rd s ,  we re  
p roduced  by  one  pa i r  and  we re  banded  be fo r e  l e av ing  t he  ne s t .  

Ches tnu t - s i ded  Warb l e r  - When  i n  e a r l y  June  we  obse rved  a  
s i ng ing  b i rd  i n  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  we  a s sumed  i t  was  a  
m ig ran t .  La t e r,  howeve r,  when  we  found  i t  h ad  e s t ab l i shed  a  
t e r r i t o ry,  we  began  t o  s ea r ch  fo r  a  ne s t ,  and  on  June  23  
l oca t ed  i t  i n  a  t ang l e  o f  v ine s  and  e lde rbe r ry  and  b l ackbe r ry  
bushes .  The  ne s t ,  wh i ch  was  we l l  h idden  and  qu i t e  sma l l ,  was  
made  o f  f i ne  g r a s se s  and  was  l oca t ed  30 . 5  i n ches  above  t he  
g round .  I t  was  occup i ed  by  t he  b rood ing  f ema le  and  a  ha l f -
g rown  nes t l i ng ,  t hough  t he  f ema le  qu i ck ly  hopped  o ff  and  d i s 
appea red .  We  v i s i t ed  t he  ne s t  aga in  on  June  30 ,  bu t  t he  young  
one  had  l e f t  a l t hough  t he  ma le  was  s i ng ing  i n  t he  a r ea .  We  
saw  the  b i rd s  on  Ju ly  4 th  and  on  t he  7 th ,  a t  wh ich  t ime  t he  
f l edg l i ng  was  begg ing  fo r  f ood .  The rea f t e r  we  d id  no t  f i nd  
t hem.  -  PAT MILLER and  MICHAEL STASKO 

Lou i s i ana  Wa te r t h ru sh  -  Nes t  s i t e  was  a t  t he  s i de  o f  sma l l  
p l an t  g rowth ,  f ou r  f e e t  above  t he  s t r e am,  on  t he  sha l e  bank  o f  
a  sma l l  t r i bu t a ry  o f  Pa ine ’s  C reek ,  He l l ’s  Ho l low  Pa rk  i n  Lake  
Coun ty  ad jo in ing  ou r  r eg ion .  

D i scove ry  was  due  t o  t he  a l a rm  no t e s  o f  bo th  adu l t s  a s  
t he  ne s t  a r ea  was  be ing  app roached  and  a  wa i t  o f  15  minu t e s ,  
f o l l owing  wh ich  one  adu l t  wen t  t o  t he  ne s t  w i th  food .  Dur ing  
t he  wa i t  t he  food -ca r ry ing  adu l t  made  numerous  app roaches  t o  
w i th in  a  f ew  f ee t  o f  whe re  t he  ne s t  was  subsequen t l y  f ound .  

On  Ju ly  7  t he  ne s t  con t a ined  two  we l l - f e a the r ed  young .  
GLENN and  WILMA KITSON 
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Red -winged  B lackb i rd  - An  unusua l l y  l a t e  ne s t i ng  occu r r ed  i n  
t he  mar sh  a t  t he  Auro ra  Audubon  Sanc tua ry.  On  Ju ly  11  t he  
ne s t ,  l o ca t ed  i n  a  bush  abou t  two  f ee t  above  t he  wa t e r,  con 
t a ined  fou r  eggs .  -  WILLIAM SCHLESINGER 

Gras shoppe r  Spa r row  -  [A l though  t h i s  spec i e s  i s  a  r egu l a r,  
t hough  on ly  l oca l l y  common ,  b r eed ing  b i rd ,  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  summer  
no  r epo r t  had  eve r  been  r ece ived  o f  a  ne s t i ng  o r  young  ou t  o f  t he  
ne s t ,  Thus  t he  fo l l owing  obse rva t i ons  a r e  o f  pa r t i cu l a r  s i gn i f i 
c ance .  -  Ed - ]  

#1 :  June  23  -  pa i r  f i r s t  no t ed  i n  a  f i e l d  on  Webe r  Road  

i n  Avon  Lake . 

Ju ly  7  -  f i r s t  i nd i ca t i on  o f  t he  exac t  ne s t i ng  t e r r i t o ry. 


Ju ly  13  -  adu l t s  f e ed ing  fou r  young  i n  t he  ne s t ,  wh i ch  

was  l oca t ed  on  t he  g round  i n  sho r t  g r a s s ;  t he  ne s t l i ngs  

s eemed  t o  be  fou r  o r  f i ve  days  o ld . 


Ju ly  14  -  pho tog raphed ;  pa r en t s  d id  no t  app roach  t he  

ne s t  d i r ec t l y  bu t  f o l l owed  a  c i r cu i t ous  rou t e  t h rough  

t he  g r a s s . 


Ju ly  21  -  f l edg l i ngs  ou t  and  s ca t t e r ed ,  bu t  f l u shed  one  

and  hea rd  o the r s ;  adu l t  s i ng ing  i n  ex t r eme ly  good  vo i ce . 


-  WILLIAM A.  KLAMM 

#2 :  Ju ly  2  -  adu l t  f e ed ing  one  young  ou t  o f  ne s t  on  
She rman  Road  i n  Ches t e r l and  (Robe r t  Wi t zeman  f i de  
Ca r ro the r s ) .  

S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco  -  [The  fo l l owing  ne s t i ng  accoun t  o f  a  r a r e  
and  ex t r eme ly  l oca l i z ed  summer  r e s iden t  i s  t he  f i r s t  de t a i l ed  
obse rva t i on  i n  more  t han  two  decades ,  -  Ed  . ]  

Chap in  S t a t e  Fo re s t  i n  Lake  Coun ty  occup i e s  a  h igh  r i dge  
and  cons i s t s  a lmos t  en t i r e l y  o f  dec iduous ,  s econd -g rowth  
t r e e s ,  t hough  t he r e  a r e  some  f i ne  ma tu re  spec imens  o f  t u l i p ,  
cucumber,  r ed  and  ches tnu t  oak .  Th i s  r i dge  s l an t s  t oward  t he  
no r thwes t ,  and  a long  t he  ex t r eme  no r thwes t  edge  i s  a  r agged  
l i ne  o f  Canada  hemlocks .  A d i r t  s e rv i ce  road ,  wh ich  i s  r a r e ly  
u sed ,  w inds  i t s  way  t h rough  t he  fo r e s t .  A t  t he  s i de  o f  t h i s  
r oad  i n  t he  dec iduous  po r t i on  o f  t he  fo r e s t ,  abou t  300  f ee t  
f r om the  Canada  hemlocks ,  I  f ound  t he  ne s t  and  f i ve  eggs  o f  a  
S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco  on  June  9 .  

The  ne s t  was  s i t ua t ed  i n  a  na tu r a l  c av i t y  j u s t  be low  the  
t op  edge  o f  t he  l ow  bank  on  t he  uppe r  s i de  o f  t he  road  and  
abou t  one  foo t  above  t he  s u r f ace  o f  t he  road .  A  sma l l  pa t ch  
o f  g r a s s  g r ew  nea r  t he  ba se  o f  t he  bank ,  wh i l e  a t  t he  uppe r  
edge  t he r e  was  a  co lony  o f  Canada  mayf lower,  one  o f  whose  
l e aves  pa r t l y  obscu red  t he  ne s t  ho l e .  On  t he  s l ope  above ,  a  
sp r awl ing ,  bush - l i ke  f l ower ing  dogwood  ca s t  i t s  shade  ove r  t he  
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bank ,  and  a  sma l l  beech  t r e e  - -  i t s  t r unk  a t  a  45  deg ree  ang l e  
- -  r e ached  ou t  ove r  t he  ne s t  s i t e .  P rov id ing  fu r t he r  concea l 
men t ,  a  ba rk l e s s ,  f a l l en  l imb  j u t t ed  some  15  i nches  beyond  t he  
bank  and  a  f ew  inches  above  t he  ne s t i ng  cav i t y.  

The  ne s t  i t s e l f ,  wh i ch  cons i s t ed  o f  f i ne  roo t l e t s ,  g r a s s  
s t ems ,  and  t h in  s t r ands  o f  i nne r  ba rk ,  was  two  i nches  deep  and  
two  and  one -ha l f  i nches  i n  d i ame te r ;  and  i t  f u l l y  occup i ed  t he  
l ower  po r t i on  o f  t he  sphe r i ca l  c av i t y.  Howeve r,  t he  r im  o f  
t he  ne s t  was  s l i gh t l y  be low  the  bo t t om edge  o f  t he  open ing  t o  
t he  cav i t y.  When  t he  f ema le  was  on ,  he r  en t i r e  head  and  body  
we re  con t a ined  w i th in  t he  ho l e .  Consequen t l y,  t he r e  was  no  
ou twa rd  ev idence  wha t eve r  o f  t he  l oca t i on  o f  t he  ne s t ,  and  I  
f ound  i t  on ly  because  I  wa t ched  f rom a  d i s t ance  a s  t he  f ema le  
f ed  a t  t he  s i de  o f  t he  road  and  t hen  d i s appea red  i n to  t he  bank .  

On  t he  day  o f  d i s cove ry  a s  we l l  a s  on  f i ve  o the r  days ,  my  
obse rva t i ons  a t  t he  ne s t  s i t e  we re  made  be tween  9 :00  and  10 :00  
a .m .  The  f ema le  a lways  r ema ined  on  t he  ne s t  un t i l  I  was  abou t  
one  ya rd  away.  Then  she  wou ld  qu i e t l y  depa r t ,  s e eming ly  by  
j ump ing  down  to  t he  ba se  o f  t he  bank ,  and  wou ld  immed ia t e ly  
s cu r ry  i n to  t he  sh rubby  g rowth  above  t he  ne s t  s i t e .  I  wou ld  
qu i ck ly  l ook  i n to  t he  ne s t  and  p romp t ly  ha s t en  down  the  road  
some  50  o r  60  f ee t  whe re  f rom a  s ea t ed  pos i t i on  I  wou ld  ob 
se rve  fo r  t en  t o  20  minu t e s .  A  b r i e f  ch rono logy  o f  my  obse r
va t i ons  fo l l ows :  

June  9  -  f ema le  i ncuba t i ng  f i ve  eggs ;  no  ev idence  o f  ma l e  

June  15  -  f ema le  i ncuba t i ng .  Upon  he r  depa r tu r e  f r om the  
ne s t ,  s he  s t ops  i n  t he  beech  t r e e  and  u t t e r s  he r  a l a rm  no t e .  
I n  abou t  one  minu t e  t he  ma le  appea r s ,  and  bo th  s t ay  w i th in  t en  
f ee t  o f  t he  ne s t  bu t  keep  s i l en t .  A f t e r  t en  minu t e s  t he  
f ema le  r e tu rn s  t o  t he  ne s t  and  t he  ma le  moves  o f f  i n to  t he  
fo r e s t .  

J une  19  -  f ema le  i ncuba t i ng .  She  l e aves  s i l en t l y  bu t  
u t t e r s  he r  a l a rm  no t e  a s  she  moves  i n to  t he  unde r s to ry,  whe re 
upon  t he  ma le  appea r s  and  bo th  pe r ch  i n  t he  beech  s ap l i ng  no t  
more  t han  s i x  f e e t  f r om the  ne s t .  A f t e r  f i ve  minu t e s  she  r e 
sumes  i ncuba t i on  a s  t he  ma le  pe r ches  b r i e f l y  i n  t he  dogwood  
wh ich  shades  t he  ne s t  s i t e .  He  t hen  f l i e s  away.  

June  22  -  f ema le  on .  Nes t  con t a in s  f ou r  eggs  and  one  
ne s t l i ng  wh ich  s eeming ly  ha t ched  t oday.  The  ma le  does  no t  
appea r  un t i l  t en  minu t e s  a f t e r  t he  f ema le  ha s  l e f t  t he  ne s t .  
Bo th  s t ay  i n  t he  immed ia t e  v i c in i t y,  mov ing  abou t  i n  t he  
unde r s to ry.  She  p r eens  a t  g r ea t  l eng th ,  f i na l l y  r e t u rn ing  t o  
t he  ne s t  a f t e r  an  absence  o f  30  minu t e s .  

June  23  -  ma l e  a t  edge  o f  r oad  oppos i t e  ne s t  s i t e  u t t e r s  
a  f ew  a l a rm  no t e s  a s  I  app roach .  Fema le  on .  Nes t  con t a in s  
f ou r  eggs ,  one  dead  ne s t l i ng .  
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June  30  -  ne s t  emp ty.  Whi l e  I  am  examin ing  i t ,  t h e  ma l e  

appea r s  and ,  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  w i th in  my  hea r ing ,  s i ngs  
tw ice ,  t hough  a  sho r t ened  song .  I  qu i ck ly  move  down  the  road ,  
whe reupon  ne  f l i e s  i n to  t he  beech  s ap l i ng  and  t he  f ema le  j o in s  
h im .  One  o r  bo th  u t t e r  a  f ew  a l a rm  no t e s ,  r ema in  fo r  a  m in 
u t e  o r  two ,  and  t hen  f l y  away.  Th i s  behav io r  sugges t s  t ha t  
t he  con t en t  o f  t he  ne s t  was  r emoved  on ly  a  sho r t  t ime  be fo r e ,  
pe rhaps  t h i s  ve ry  morn ing ,  f o r  i t  i s  c l e a r  t he  pa i r  s t i l l  
h ave  a  s t r ong  a t t a chmen t  t o  t he  s i t e .  

Ju ly  7  -  f r om the  hemlock - s tudded  r im  o f  t he  r i dge  abou t  
350  f ee t  no r th  o f  t he  ne s t  s i t e ,  a  Junco  s i ngs  two  s e r i e s  o f  
songs ,  pause s  b r i e f l y,  and  s i ngs  f i ve  more  songs  sho r t l y  be 
fo r e  11 :00  a .m .  Be tween  1 :30  and  2 :00  p .m .  he  s i ngs  s eve ra l  
t imes .  P r e sumab ly  t h i s  i s  t he  ma le  o f  t he  ne s t i ng  pa i r  s i nce  
I  d id  no t  s ee  o r  hea r  a  Junco  i n  t ha t  a r ea  ea r l i e r  i n  t he  
summer.  -  DONALD L .  NEWMAN 

HOW MANY BIRDS DID YOU SEE?  

As  ano the r  summer  ne s t i ng  s ea son  d r ew  to  a  c l o se ,  many  
ques t i ons  cou ld  have  been  a sked .  How many  b i rd s  ne s t  i n  t he  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s  e ach  summer?  Which  spec i e s  i s  t he  mos t  common?  
How many  b i rd s  we re  s een  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea  t h i s  summer?  
How many  ne s t ed?  Eve ry  pe r son  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  b i rd s  ha s  p rob 
ab ly  ponde red  such  t hough t s .  

A l though  a t  f i r s t  t he se  s eem l i ke  unanswerab l e  ques t i ons ,  
many  l e a rned  o rn i t ho log i s t s  have  made  s e r i ous  a t t emp t s  t o  p ro 
v ide  some  answer s .  I n  1964 ,  i n  h i s  book ,  “B i rd s  Ove r  Amer i ca”  
Roge r  To ry  Pe t e r son  e s t ima t ed  t ha t  t he r e  we re  be tween  f i ve  and  
s i x  b i l l i on  b i rd s  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  He  ba sed  h i s  app rox i 
ma t ion  mos t l y  on  b r eed ing  b i rd  censuse s  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  Audu
bon  Soc i e ty.  H i s  e s t ima t e  was  no t  j u s t  an  educa t ed  gues s ,  
howeve r,  because  du r ing  t he  s ame  yea r  ano the r  i ndependen t  su r 
vey  e s t ima t ed  abou t  5 , 700 ,000 ,000  b i rd s .  Each  sp r i ng  and  sum 
mer  an  a rmy  o f  s e r i ous  b i rde r s  t ake s  t o  t he  f i e l d s  t o  r e co rd  
b i rd  ne s t i ngs  and  make  new  b i rd  census  s t ud i e s .  When  t he  
da t a  i s  eva lua t ed ,  many  new  f ac t s  a r e  b rough t  t o  l i gh t  wh ich  
add  t o  t he  a l r eady  complex  p i c tu r e  o f  b i rd  d i s t r i bu t i on .  

Ju s t  how does  one  de t e rmine  how many  b i rd s  may  be  found  
i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s?  F i r s t ,  t h e  d iv i s i ons  o f  t he  va r i ous  
t ypes  o f  hab i t a t  mus t  be  known  -  how many  ac r e s  o f  we t l ands ,  
r u r a l  a r ea s ,  u rban  a r ea s ,  moun ta in s ,  p r a i r i e s  and  de se r t s  a r e  
con t a ined  w i th in  t he  bounda r i e s  o f  ou r  coun t ry,  and  t hen  t he  
ave rage  b i rd  popu l a t i on  pe r  a c r e  mus t  be  ob t a ined .  S ince  
b i rd s  t end  t o  concen t r a t e  a round  we t  p l ace s ,  ma r shes ,  swamps  
and  bogs  have  t he  h ighes t  y i e ld  w i th  an  ave rage  o f  abou t  t en  
b i rd s  pe r  a c r e ,  and  a  r i ch  bog  may  suppo r t  a s  many  a s  f i f t e en  
t o  s i x t een .  These ,  o f  cou r se ,  a r e  t e r r i t o r i a l  b i rd s .  I n  
Ca l i f o rn i a  t he  Tr i co lo r ed  B lackb i rd ,  be ing  a  co lon i a l  t ype  
b i rd ,  some t imes  l i ve s  i n  co lon i e s  o f  f i ve  t o  t en  t housand  
b i rd s  i n  a  s i ng l e  a c r e  o f  ma r sh .  Unfo r tuna t e ly,  we t l ands  make  
up  a  r e l a t i ve ly  sma l l  pe r cen t age  o f  ou r  l and  mass .  Th i s  i s  
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one  o f  t he  be s t  r e a sons  fo r  p r e se rv ing  ex t ens ive  we t l ands  such  
a s  Men to r  Mar sh  and ,  c r ea t i ng  new  a r ea s  such  a s  Spence r  Wi ld 
l i f e .  

Wood lands  ave r age  abou t  f ou r  b i rd s  pe r  a c r e  i n  hea l t hy  
dec iduous  a r ea s .  Con i f e rous  wood lands  ave rage  a  l i t t l e  be t 
t e r,  and  t he  edges  o f  wooded  a r ea s  have  a  h ighe r  y i e ld .  Cu l 
t i va t ed  f a rm  ac r eage  i s  no t  t oo  va luab l e  f o r  b i rd  l i f e .  
F i f t y  yea r s  ago  t he  U .  S .  Depa r tmen t  o f  Agr i cu l t u r e  made  an  
ex t ens ive  su rvey  o f  t he  b i rd  popu l a t i on  o f  t he  ru r a l  coun t ry 
s i de .  I t  sh  owed  t ha t  t he  f a rms  ave raged  two  b i rd s  pe r  a c r e ,  
bu t  w i th  t he  i nc r ea sed  u se  o f  pe s t i c i de s  s i nce  Wor ld  War  I I ,  
many  o f  t hem l e tha l  t o  b i rd  l i f e ,  t h i s  ave r age  ha s  dec l i ned .  
Recen t  su rveys  t aken  i n  cu l t i va t ed  f i e l d s  show ex t r eme ly  l ow  
popu l a t i ons  r ang ing  f rom ze ro  t o  a  meage r  e i gh t  o r  n ine  pa i r s  
on  one  hund red  ac r e s .  

The  p r a i r i e s  ave r age  l e s s  t han  one  b i rd  pe r  a c r e .  Des 
e r t s  ho ld  t he  sma l l e s t  pe r cen t age ,  and  i n  ba r r en  l ands  such  a s  
t he  s a l t  f l a t s  o f  t he  Grea t  Sa l t  Lake  i n  U tah ,  one  can  d r i ve  
fo r  m i l e s  w i thou t  s ee ing  a  b i rd .  On  t he  o the r  hand ,  a r ea s  
such  a s  t he  Dry  To r tugas  a r e  dense ly  popu l a t ed .  The re  t he  
Soo ty  Te rn  co lony  ave rages  abou t  t h r ee  pa i r s  pe r  squa re  ya rd  
and  Th ree  Arch  Rocks  i n  Oregon  ha s  a  s even t een  ac r e  a r ea  
whe re  750 ,000  Mur re s  l i ve .  

The re  a r e  a t  l e a s t  50 ,000 ,000  ac r e s  o f  u rban  l and  i n  t he  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and ,  s i nce  p r ime  we t l ands  and  wood lands  a r e  
u sed  mos t  f r equen t l y  f o r  b i rd -b r eed ing  censuse s ,  su f f i c i en t  
da t a  ha s  no t  been  ga the r ed  a s  t o  t he  number  o f  b i rd s  i n  ou r  
c i t i e s .  

As  fo r  t he  mos t  numerous  spec i e s ,  t he  Rob in ,  wh ich  l i ve s  
t h roughou t  t he  coun t ry  i n  c i t i e s ,  pa rk s  and  fo r e s t s ,  i s  pos 
s i b ly  t he  mos t  abundan t .  I n  t he  ea s t e rn  wood lands  i t  i s  t he  
Red -eyed  Vi r eo  o r  t he  Reds t a r t  whose  number s  r un  i n to  t he  
mi l l i ons .  The  mos t  numerous  b i rd  o f  t he  g r ea t  p l a in s  i s  t he  
Horned  La rk .  The  mos t  abundan t  s ea  b i rd  may  we l l  be  t he  
Wi l son ’s  Pe t r e l .  I n  ou r  a r ea ,  i f  one  wou ld  v i s i t  Magee  Mar sh  
nea r  To l edo  o r  t he  b l ackb i rd  roos t  nea r  Lo ra in  i n  t he  sp r i ng  
o r  f a l l ,  one  wou ld  f ee l  t ha t  t he  Red -winged  B lackb i rd  mus t  
su r e ly  be  t he  mos t  numerous  b i rd  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  and  
we l l  i t  may  be ,  f o r  t he  w in t e r  r oos t s  t h roughou t  t he  coun t ry  
o f t en  number  i n  t he  mi l l i ons  o f  b i rd s .  

How many  b i rd s  ne s t ed  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea?  Aga in  one  
can  on ly  gues s .  Approx ima te ly  140  d i f f e r en t  ne s t i ng  spec i e s  
have  been  r eco rded  f rom t ime  t o  t ime ,  and  b r eed ing  b i rd  pop 
u l a t i on  s t ud i e s  have  been  made  on  abou t  115  spec i e s .  Wha t  i s  
more  impor t an t  t o  t he  s e r i ous  b i rde r  i s  t he  f l uc tua t i on  o f  
c e r t a i n  spec i e s ;  why  b i rd s  such  a s  t he  Brown  Creepe r  o r  t he  
Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  w i l l  appea r  i n  an  a r ea  wh ich  t hey  neve r  
i nhab i t ed  p r ev ious ly.  Much  o f  t he  va r i ance  i n  ne s t i ng  b i rd s  
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i s  due  t o  t he  eve r- chang ing  l andscape .  As  f i e l d s ,  f o r e s t s  and  
mar shes  change ,  e i t he r  because  o f  man ’s  do ing  o r  by  na tu r e ’s  own  
hand ,  t he  t ypes  o f  b i rd s  f ound  i n  t he se  a r ea s  w i l l  a l so  change .  
Th i s  f l uc tua t i on  o f  b i rd  d i s t r i bu t i on  he lp s  t o  make  
b i rd  wa t ch ing  a  s t imu la t i ng  pa s t ime .  -  DONALD A.  S IEBERT 

L i t e r a tu r e  C i t ed  
Pe t e r son ,  Roge r  T.  -  B i rd s  Ove r  Amer i ca .  1964  
Pe t e r son ,  Roge r  T.  and  The  Ed i t o r s  o f  L IFE  -  The  B i rd s .  1963  
Wi l l i ams ,  Ar thu r  B .  -  B i rd s  o f  t he  C leve l and  Reg ion .  1950  

FROM THE EDITOR’S  NOTEBOOK 

June  20  -  I  w i tne s sed  a  pe r fo rmance  a t  m id -morn ing  t ha t  I  be 
l i eve  i s  wha t  i s  de sc r i bed  by  Meye r r i e cks  and  Ba i rd  i n  The  
WILSON BULLETIN (80 :150 -160 ,  1968 . )  a s  agon i s t i c  behav io r  o f  
t he  B lue -winged  Warb l e r.  I t  was  an  ae r i a l  d i sp l ay  wh ich  
fo l l owed  t he  pa t t e rn  t hey  t e rm  “Chase s” .  L ike  t hem,  I  no t ed  
t ha t  “ t he  pu r sue r  neve r  c a t ches  up  w i th  t he  pu r sued . ”  

On  t h i s  morn ing  I  hea rd  t he  song  o f  t he  B lue -winged  
Warb l e r  and  s aw  the  b i rd ,  when  a lmos t  a t  once  I  hea rd  t he  
song  o f  t he  Go lden -winged  Warb l e r,  t hen  a  r e sponse  o f  ano the r  
Go lden -winged  song .  Af t e r  a  sho r t  t ime  two  b i rd s  we re  s een  
chas ing ,  and  t he  Go lden -winged  song  was  hea rd  r epea t ed ly.  
The  Chase s  we re  d i r ec t ,  and  r ap id ;  a l l  we re  sho r t  and  a t  l ow  
l eve l  ( l e s s  t han  t en  f ee t ) .  S ince  t hey  fo l l owed  a  ve ry  sho r t  
pa th  du r ing  t he  Chase s ,  I  cou ld  a lmos t  a lways  s ee  t hem bo th .  

When  one  o f  t he  b i rd s  wou ld  pe r ch  - -  t he  pe r ch ing  spo t  
was  o f t en  t he  s ame  - - ,  I  ob se rved  on ly  a  B lue -w inged  Warb l e r,  
neve r  a  Go lden -winged ,  a l t hough  a t  no  t ime  d id  I  s ee  t he  two  
b i rd s  pe r ched  t oge the r.  I  e s t ima t e  I  hea rd  t he  song  o f  t he  
Go lden -winged  200  t imes ,  and  on ly  t h r ee  t imes  d id  I  hea r  t he  
song  o f  t he  B lue -winged .  Even  when  I  changed  my  v i ewing  l o 
ca t i on  t o  a  pos i t i on  abou t  25  f ee t  f r om the i r  pa th ,  t hey  con 
t i nued  t he i r  Chase s  a s  be fo r e .  A l l  o f  t h i s  a c t i on ,  wh ich  I  
obse rved  fo r  some  90  minu t e s ,  t ook  p l ace  a long  t he  r egu l a r  
f e ed ing  pa th  o f  t he  B lue -winged  Warb l e r  whe re  I  have  obse rved  
t h i s  spec i e s  du r ing  t he  pa s t  11  yea r s .  

On  June  28 ,  I  f ound  a  pa i r  o f  B lue -winged  Warb l e r s  f e ed 
ing  t h r ee  f l edg l i ngs  i n  an  a r ea  no t  more  t han  50  f ee t  f r om 
whe re  t he  Chase  ac t i v i t y  occu r r ed .  The  ma le  was  s i ng ing .  One  
young  b i rd  was  ab l e  t o  ob t a in  some  food  fo r  i t s e l f  a l t hough  
a l l  t h r ee  young  we re  be ing  f ed  by  bo th  pa r en t s .  I  j udge ,  by  
t h i e r  [ t he i r ]  appea rance  and  ac t i v i t y,  t ha t  t hey  we re  t he  s econd  
day  ou t  o f  t he  ne s t .  

J une  24  - A t  8 :45  a .m .  a  pa i r  o f  P i l e a t ed  Woodpecke r s  b rough t  
a  f l edg l i ng  t o  t he  sue t  f e ede r s  a t  t he  f ron t  w indows  and  i t  
was  f ed  by  bo th  pa r en t s  many  t imes  du r ing  t he  day.  The  adu l t s  
f i r s t  f r equen t ed  t he  sue t  f e ede r s  on  May  2  and  by  t he  25 th  
t hey  we re  r egu l a r  da i l y  v i s i t o r s ,  o f t en  f eed ing  t oge the r.  On  
June  17  when  t he  supp ly  i n  one  o f  t he  f eede r s  was  l ow  they  
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( bo th  ma le  and  f ema le )  t o r e  a t  t he  wooden  cove r,  r emov ing  
enough  t o  enab l e  t hem to  r each  down  in to  t he  con t a ine r  
r a t he r  t han  t h rough  t he  ha rdware  c lo th .  By  June  26  t he  young  
b i rd  wou ld  pe r ch  on  t op  o f  t he  f e ede r,  a s  t he  pa r en t s  f ed ,  
and  wou ld  wa i t  un t i l  i t  was  f ed ,  wh ich  was  accompl i shed  by  
r amming  t he i r  b i l l s  down  the  t h roa t  o f  t he  young  b i rd ,  
paus ing  and  r epea t i ng .  Th i s  con t i nued  t h rough  t he  27 th  
and  28 th  when  t hey  d i s appea red .  

I t  was  no t  un t i l  J u ly  13  t ha t  I  aga in  obse rved  a  P i l e a t ed  a t  
t he  f eede r s  when  a  ma l e  appea red  w i th  a  young  b i rd  unab l e  t o  
ob t a in  food  fo r  i t s e l f .  I t  p a t i en t l y  wa i t ed  on  t he  f eede r  t op  a s  t he  
pa r en t  f ed  un t i l  i t  was  i t s e l f  f ed  by  t he  adu l t .  

A t  7 :15  a .m .  on  Ju ly  14  t hey  we re  aga in  a t  t he  sue t ,  
w i th  t he  young  mak ing  begg ing  ca l l s .  A t  8 :00  t hey  we re  s t i l l  
p r e sen t  bu t  had  moved  t o  t he  sue t  a t  t he  back  doo r  whe re  
t he  young  b i rd  s t i l l  appea red  unab l e  t o  ob t a in  food  fo r  i t 
s e l f .  Once  i t  f l ew  c lums i l y  t o  t he  back  doo r  and  t r i ed  t o  
c l i ng  t o  t he  woodwork  bu t  f a i l ed  and  f e l l  on  t he  s t ep s .  
Then  i t  f l ew  to  t he  roo f  o f  t he  ba semen t  en t ry  and  wa lked  
awkward ly  a round .  F ina l l y  i t  f l ew  to  a  nea rby  app l e  t r e e  
w i th  t he  pa r en t .  I  obse rved  i t  b e ing  f ed  aga in  a t  10 :30  a .m .  

I  ques t i on ,  by  t he  appa ren t  l a ck  o f  ab i l i t y  t o  ob t a in  
food  fo r  i t s e l f ,  i f  t h i s  i s  t he  s ame  f l edg l i ng  f i r s t  s een  
on  June  24 ,  a s  i t  appea red  t o  be  newly  ou t  o f  t he  ne s t ,  bu t  
I  have  been  unab l e  t o  f i nd  i n  my  l i t e r a tu r e  any  r eco rd  o f  
t he  l eng th  o f  t ime  a  young  P i l e a t ed  i s  f ed  by  t he  pa r en t s .  

Ju ly  15  - A t  8 :05  a .m .  a  Ch ipp ing  Spa r row  was  s een  t ugg ing  
a t  t he  wh i t e  co rd  ho ld ing  a  t ube rous  begon i a  t o  a  s t ake  
suppo r t  a t  t he  f ron t  en t r ance .  I  cu t  and  p l aced  f i ve  s i x - i nch  
p i ece s  o f  s t r i ng  on  t he  i r on  r a i l i ng  and  w i th in  t en  minu t e s  
t hey  had  been  t aken  by  t he  spa r row  to  t he  ne s t  l oca t i on  i n  a  
Taxus  dens i fo rmi s  a  f ew  f ee t  away.  Th ree  add i t i ona l  p i ece s  
o f  s t r i ng  we re  even tua l l y  t aken  and  u sed  i n  t he  i n t e rweav ing  
o f  t he  ne s t  cup .  
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