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SUMMARY OF WEATHER CONDITIONS


December  - A  g loomy  mon th  w i th  t r a ce  and  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i 
t a t i on  on  23  o f  t he  31  days .  Fo r  t he  mon th ,  t empe ra tu r e s  
ave r aged  34 .7 °  and  was  4 .2 °  wa rmer  t han  no rma l .  Excep t  
f o r  t he  15 th  and  16 th ,  t empe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  above  f r eez ing  
un t i l  t h e  22nd  when  t empe ra tu r e s  p lunged  and  ave raged  we l l  
be low  f r eez ing  du r ing  t he  r ema inde r  o f  t he  mon th .  S l ee t  
and  snow accompan ied  t he  f a l l i ng  t empe ra tu r e s  and  g round  
cove r  snow became  pe r s i s t en t  on  and  a f t e r  t he  24 th .  I n l and  
wa t e r s  we re  sub j ec t  t o  t yp i ca l  t r an s i en t  f r e ez ing  and  
pa r t i a l  i c e  cove r,  w i th  s e rve r e  [ s eve re ]  i c e  cove r  occu r r i ng  on ly  
i n  t he  l a s t  week  o f  t he  mon th .  

Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  open  t he  en t i r e  mon th  and  on ly  
mode ra t e  sho re  i c e  had  deve loped  i n  t he  l a s t  f ew  days  and  
became  pe r s i s t en t  by  t he  30 th .  

J anua ry  -  Heavy  snowfa l l s  and  s eve re  i c i ng  o f  wa t e r  bod i e s  
cha r ac t e r i z ed  t he  mon th  wh ich  was  aga in  f a i r l y  g loomy,  
hav ing  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on  on  16  days  and  t r a ce  p r e 
c ip i t a t i on  on  8  days .  Tempe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  23 .0 °  f o r  
t he  mon th ,  a  co ld  5 .4 °  be low  no rma l .  F r e sh  o r  r e s i dua l  
snow pe r s i s t ed  on  t he  g round ,  be ing  subs t an t i a l l y  ab sen t  
on  on ly  t he  l a s t  t h r ee  days  o f  t he  mon th .  Ve ry  heavy  
snowfa l l s  occu r r ed  on  t he  6 th ,  7 th ,  13 th ,  14 th ,  15 th ,  and  
23 rd .  I n l and  wa t e r s  ma in t a ined  ex t ens ive  i c e  cove r  
t h roughou t  t he  mon th .  

F rom the  6 th  on  t h rough  t he  25 th ,  Lake  E r i e  was  
ex t ens ive ly  i c e  cove red  w i th  open  wa t e r  be ing  l im i t ed  
ch i e f l y  t o  ho l e s  and  f i s su r e s .  Sou the r ly  w inds  began  t o  
open  t he  l ake  i n  t he  ea s t e r l y  o f f sho re .  s ec t i ons  on  t he  
25 th ,  and  expanse s  o f  open  wa t e r  con t i nued  t o  deve lop  
du r ing  t he  r ema in ing  days  o f  t he  mon th .  

Feb rua ry  -  Co lde r,  b r i gh t e r,  and  d r i e r  t han  t he  p r eced ing  
mon ths .  On ly  t he  f i r s t  9  days  ave raged  above  no rma l  
t empe ra tu r e s  wh i l e  a l l  o t he r s  we re  be low.  P r ec ip i t a t i on  
was  l i gh t  and  measu rab l e  on  on ly  14  days ,  a ccumula t i ng  
on ly  0 .79  i nches  so  t ha t  a  mon th ly  de f i c i t  o f  1 . 62  i nches  
r e su l t ed .  Snow g round  cove r  was  pe r s i s t en t  f r om the  10 th .  

Ex t ens ive  expanse s  o f  open  wa t e r  on  Lake  E r i e  we re  
p r e sen t  i n  t he  f i r s t  week  be tween  mode ra t e  sho re  i c e  and  
va r i ab l e  o f f sho re  i c e  f i e l d s .  I c e  movemen t s  we re  ve ry  
changeab l e  i n  t h i s  pe r i od .  Sho re  and  s l ab  i c e  moved  ou t  
on  t he  2nd ,  back  i n  on  t he  6 th  w i th  conso l i da t i on  p ro 
g r e s s ing  t he r ea f t e r.  By  t he  10 th ,  t he  l ake  r edeve loped  
ex t ens ive  i c e  cove r  wh ich  pe r s i s t ed  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  mon th .  
Open  wa t e r  was  l im i t ed  t o  a  f ew  ho l e s ,  f i s su r e s ,  and  
spec i a l  ha rbo r  a r ea s  i n  t h i s  pe r i od .  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

The  p i c tu r e  o f  t he  w in t e r  s ea son  emerges  a s  r e l a t i ve ly  
uneven t fu l ,  bo th  on  t he  l ake f ron t  and  i n l and ,  bu t  o f  un fa i l i ng  
i n t e r e s t ,  and  p roduc ing  s eve ra l  “ cho i ce”  obse rva t i ons ,  name ly :  
a  Hawk  Owl ,  a  Ruddy  Tu rns tone  and  two  Swa inson ’s  Th rushes .  

Loons  and  Grebes .  On ly  a  f ew  Common  Loons  and  Grebes ,  a s  f a l l  
m ig ran t s ,  l i nge red  on  Lake  E r i e  i n to  t he  f i r s t  f ew  days  o f  Dec 
embe r.  Horned  Grebes  r eappea red  on  December  16  and  17  i n  sma l l  
number s ,  p robab ly  be ing  fo r ced  f rom in l and  wa t e r s ,  wh ich  became  
more  ex t ens ive ly  i c ed  by  t r an s i en t  ove rn igh t  f r e ez ing  a t  t h i s  
t ime .  Excep t  f o r  an  occa s iona l  P i ed -b i l l ed  Grebe  and  t he  Red -
th roa t ed  Loon  a s  l i s t ed  i n  t he  No tewor thy  Reco rds ,  a l l  s pec i e s  
we re  absen t  t he  r ema inde r  o f  t he  s ea son .  

Swans  and  Geese .  Two  f e r a l  Mu te  Swans  w in t e r ed  i n  and  a round  
Lo ra in  ha rbo r  f r om abou t  J anua ry  7  on  (Nagy  e t  a l ) .  Wh i s t l i ng  
Swans  we re  s een  on  s everal  uncommon  dates.  On  December  21 ,  n ine  
f l ew  low  ove r  Hach  Sanc tua ry  i n  Lake  Coun ty,  go ing  sou thwes t  
(Ca r ro the r s ) .  The re  we re  two  J anua ry  r eco rds :  15  a t  Ho lden  
Arbo re tum on  t he  7 th  (Hammond)  and  30  obse rved  f l y ing  ove rhead  
a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  t he  10  t h ,  “ l ow  enough  t o  be  we l l  s een  and  
i n  t yp i ca l  V  fo rma t ion”  (Gaede  and  Ca r ro the r s ) .  Canada  Geese  
we re  excep t i ona l l y  abundan t  on  i n l and  wa t e r s  un t i l  f r ozen  ou t  
on  J anua ry  7 .  

Ducks .  Dabb l i ng  ducks  we re  i n  t yp i ca l  number s  and  d i s t r i bu t i on ,  
wande r ing  back  and  fo r t h  f rom Lake  E r i e  t o  i n l and  wa t e r s  a s  
wea the r  d i c t a t ed .  The  Amer i can  Widgeon ,  howeve r,  w in t e r ed  i n  
excep t i ona l  number s  and  w ide  d i s t r i bu t i on  fo r  t h i s  r eg ion .  Fo r  
examp le ,  t he  E ly r i a  Audubon  Soc i e ty  Chr i s tmas  Coun t  l i s t ed  t he i r  
f i r s t  r e co rd  i n  t he  pa s t  t en  yea r s  and  t he  C leve l and  Eas t  S ide  
Coun t  r e co rded  s i x ,  wh ich  i s  t he  l a rge s t  number  i n  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  
t ha t  c ensus .  

The  d iv ing  duck  popu l a t i on  w in t e r i ng  on  Lake  E r i e  i n  t he  
immed ia t e  C l eve l and  l ake f ron t  a r ea  was  nea r  no rma l  i n  t he  open  
wa t e r  pe r i ods  bu t  changed  cons ide r ab ly  fo r  va r i ous  spec i e s  du r
i ng  pe r i ods  o f  s eve re  i c e  cove r.  Popu l a t i on  changes  we re  mos t  
no t i c eab l e  i n  t he  December  22  -  J anua ry  1  pe r i od ,  w i th  t he  i n 
i t i a l  onse t  o f  pe rmanen t  i c e  cove r.  Grea t e r  and  Les se r  Scaup  
dec l i ned  t o  unusua l  l ows  a f t e r  J anua ry  6 .  The  t yp i ca l  i n f l ux  o f  
Redheads  and  Canvasback ,  w i th  mode ra t e  i c i ng ,  f a i l ed  t o  ma t e 
r i a l i z e ,  and  t he  popu l a t i on  was  ve ry  l ow.  Some  Scaup  p robab ly  
moved  t o  t he  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  a r ea  whe re  a l l  t he se  d iv ing  ducks  
we re  i n  be t t e r  number.  Some  ev idence  o f  t h i s  i n f l ux  a t  Lo ra in  by  
Canvasback  was  shown  on  J anua ry  20  when  2 ,500  we re  r epo r t ed  
(Nagy ) .  Common  Go ldeneyes  and  Buff l eheads  we re  r emarkab ly  
s t ab l e  a t  a l l  t imes .  

Ruddy  Ducks  and  Common  and  Red -b rea s t ed  Merganse r s  
dwind l ed  t o  neg l i g ib l e  number s  a f t e r  December  22 .  
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Gu l l s .  Gu l l  popu l a t i ons  i n  t he  immed ia t e  C l eve l and  l ake f ron t  
a r ea  we re  adequa t e ,  bu t  ou t s t and ing  concen t r a t i ons  occu r r ed  i n  
t he  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  a r ea ,  w i th  Bonapa r t e ’s  p rov id ing  t he  spec 
t a cu l a r  f e a tu r e  o f  t he  w in t e r  s ea son .  An  e s t ima t ed  250 ,000  o r  
more  gu l l s  we re  p r e sen t  on  December  6 ,  w i th  pos s ib ly  t en  Bona -
pa r t e ’s  s een  t o  one  He r r i ng  o r  R ing -b i l l ed  (Lebo ld ) .  An  ea r l y  
exodus  was  made  by  t he  Bonapa r t e ’s ,  wh ich  was  mos t l y  a ccompl i sh 
ed  i n  t he  J anua ry  2nd  t h rough  5 th  pe r i od .  A  ve ry  mino r  popu l a 
t i on  was  l a s t  obse rved  J anua ry  13 .  The  Grea t  B l ack -backed  Gu l l s  
we re  ve ry  i r r egu l a r  and  gene ra l l y  i n  two’s  and  t h r ee ’s ,  excep t  
f o r  Lo ra in ,  whe re  app rec i ab l e  number s  we re  p r e sen t  i n  e a r l y  and  
mid - Janua ry,  a s  f o l l ows :  48  on  t he  7 th  (Nagy ) ,  52  on  t he  12 th  
(Do lbea r  and  Lebo ld ) ,  and  21  on  t he  14 th  (S t a sko ) .  The  r a r e r  
gu l l s  a r e  d i s cus sed  i n  t he  No tewor thy  Reco rds  s ec t i on .  

Snowy  Owl .  The  Snowy  Owl  was  r epo r t ed  occa s iona l l y  i n  J anua ry  
and  on  f i f t e en  days  du r ing  Feb rua ry,  and  f rom the  p lumage  de 
s c r i p t i ons  i t  appea r s  t he r e  we re  a t  l e a s t  two  t ha t  v i s i t ed  t he  
C leve l and  l ake f ron t .  One  was  a l so  s een  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r,  mos t  
f r equen t l y  i n  Feb rua ry.  A  Lo ra in  obse rve r  commen t s ,  “have  
wa t ched  t he  Owl  change  a  peace fu l  s cene ,  o f  duck  s  and  gu l l s  
sw imming ,  f e ed ing  and  r e s t i ng ,  i n to  a  b lu r  o f  ducks  and  gu l l s  
t ak ing  o ff  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i ons ,  me re ly  by  f l y ing  ove r  - -  peace  
i s  r e s t o r ed  when  t he  Owl  pe r ches  on  one  o f  t he  coa l  docks .  
One  morn ing  i t  was  s een  a t t a ck ing  a  wounded  duck ,  We  d id  no t  
wa i t  f o r  t he  k i l l  bu t  t ha t  a f t e rnoon  we  s aw  i t  s i t t i ng  on  t he  
i c e  and  t e a r i ng  a t  a  duck  a t  i t s  f e e t ”  (Nagy ) .  See  t he  No te 
wor thy  Reco rds  s ec t i on  fo r  r epo r t s  o f  o the r  Owls .  

Win t e r i ng  Crows .  “Fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  w i th in  my  expe r i ence ,  a  
number  o f  C rows  w in t e r ed  on  C leve l and ’s  e a s t  s i de :  a l ong  t he  
CTS  r i gh t -o f -way  i n  t he  v i c in i t y  o f  Wood land  Ceme te ry  and  i n  t he  
Lakev i ew  [Lake  View]   Ceme te ry -Fo re s t  H i l l  Pa rk  a r ea”  (Newman) .  And  
f rom ano the r  obse rve r,  “ t he  Crow i s  e i t he r  i nc r ea s ing  o r  ge t 
t i ng  more  bo ld  t h roughou t  t he  c i t y.  They  we re  s een  a lmos t  
da i l y,  s i ng l e s  and  i n  g roups”  (S t a sko ) .  A  r epo r t  f r om the  
Wa i t e  H i l l  a r ea  o f  a  f l ock  o f  more  t han  200  on  J anua ry  31 ,  i s  
t he  l a rge s t  f o r  t he  w in t e r  s ea son  (She rwin ) .  

Ca ro l i na  Wren .  Con t inues  t o  be  down  in  number s  and  we  r ece ived  
on ly  f i ve  r epo r t s ,  w ide ly  s ca t t e r ed ,  bo th  a s  t o  da t e s  and  i n  
a r ea  s i gh t ed .  One  was  i r r egu l a r  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  un t i l  m id -
Janua ry  (Skaggs ) .  

Rus ty  B lackb i rd .  A t  Cha rdon ,  one  appea red  a t  a  f e ede r  on  Dec 
embe r  27  (Ramisch ) ,  and  a t  Chag r in  Fa l l s  a  more  t han  u sua l  
number  o f  appea rances  du r ing  t he  l a t t e r  ha l f  o f  J anua ry,  a  
mon th  i n  wh ich  t hey  a r e  no t  o f t en  s een .  S ing l e  b i rd s  we re  p r e s 
en t  on  a l l  da t e s  excep t  t he  23 rd  and  24 th ,  w i th  t h r ee ,  and  on  
t he  27 th ,  w i th  fou r  b i rd s .  “Wi th  t he  appea rance ,  i n  J anua ry,  
o f  Rus t i e s ,  a l l  we re  o f  d i f f e r en t  deg ree s  o f  p lumage”  (Se lby ) .  

Cowb i rd s .  Were  p r e sen t  a lmos t  da i l y  t h rough  t he  s ea son  and  we re  
w ide ly  d i s t r i bu t ed  t h roughou t  t he  r eg ion ,  w i th  a  r epo r t  f r om a  
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Lo ra in  obse rve r  o f  f r om l  t o  85  p r e sen t  a t  t he  f e ede r s  da i l y,  
w i th  t he  ave rage  be ing  abou t  50  (Lebo ld ) .  F rom So lon  a  r epo r t  
o f  a lmos t  da i l y  occu r r ence  bu t  on ly  i n  t oken  number s  (E .  Su rman) .  
F rom Lakewood  a  r epo r t  o f  f l ocks  o f  45  and  40  on  December  10  
and  23  (S t a sko ) .  

Spa r rows .Con t r i bu to r s  we re  a lmos t  un ive r s a l  i n  r epo r t i ng  t he  
abundance  o f  Tree  Spa r rows ,  t he r e  was  an  absence  o f  r epo r t s  o f  
Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  a f t e r  December  28 ,  and  many  r epo r t ed  
t he  s ca r c i t y  o f  t he  S l a t e - co lo r ed - Junco .  Two  Whi t e - c rowned  
Spa r rows  f r equen t ed  a  f e ede r  i n  Be rea  du r ing  J anua ry  and  Feb 
rua ry  (Chamber s ) ,  a  l a t e  Fox  Spa r row  was  s een  i n  Euc l i d  on  Dec 
embe r  24  (F i en ing ) ,  and  a  L inco ln ’s  Spa r row  was  r epo r t ed  on  t he  
C leve l and  Pub l i c  Squa re  (Newman)  (See  F i e ld  No te s  f o r  t h i s  r e 
po r t ) .  

Snow Bun t ings .  Were  no t  t oo  abundan t ,  w i th  t he  bu lk  o f  t he  
s i gh t i ngs  coming  f rom Whi t e  C i t y,  t he  l a rge s t  be ing  a  f l ock ,  o f  
60  on  December  6  (Su rman ,  J r. ) ,  and  a  no t ab l e  r epo r t  o f  300  o r  
more ,  whee l i ng  ove r  Men to r  Mar sh  on  December  10  (Pa l l i s t e r ) .  

[We  a r e  i ndeb t ed  t o  Wi l l i am  Klamm and  J ames  Su rman ,  J r.  f o r  t he i r  
a s s i s t ance  i n  t he  eva lua t i on  o f  t he  ac t i v i t y  on  t he  l ake f ron t .  -  Ed . ]  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red - th roa t ed  Loon  - Abou t  10 :30  a .m .  on  Feb rua ry  25 ,  one  was  
obse rved  d iv ing ,  s l e ep ing ,  sw imming ,  and  f l y ing  a round  a  l a rge  
open  ho l e  i n  t he  i c e  a t  Gordon  Pa rk ,  whe re  i t  was  pho tog raphed  
and  s t ud i ed  by  many.  “The  spo t t ed  back  o f  t he  w in t e r  p lumage  
was  qu i t e  ev iden t ”  (Hammond  e t  a l ) .  Th i s  i s  on ly  t he  t h i rd  
Feb rua ry  r eco rd  i n  t h i s  c en tu ry.  

B lue  Goose  - The  imma tu re  wh ich  was  f i r s t  obse rved  a t  C l ague  

pa rk  on  November  11 ,  and  t hen  t h rough  t he  r e s t  o f  t ha t  mon th ,  

s t ayed  on ,  be ing  l a s t  r e co rded  on  December  24  (K lamm and  S t a sko ) .  

On  J anua ry  23  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  “ an  imma tu re  was  s l e ep ing  on  

t he  g r a s s  nea r  t he  Yach t  C lub  en t r ance  a t  8 :00  a .m .  du r ing  t he  he igh t  

o f  a  snow s to rm .  I t  was  gone  one  hou r  l a t e r  a f t e r  t he  sky  c l ea r 

ed .  I  app roached  t o  w i th in  25  f ee t  w i thou t  d i s t u rb ing  i t ”  

(Su rman ,  J r. ) . 


G reen -winged  Tea l  -  Dur ing  ea r l y  J anua ry  a  f ema le  f ed  w i th  t he  
p in ioned  wa t e r fowl  i n  t he  sma l l  poo l  a t  t he  Na tu r a l  Sc i ence  
Museum.  “The  b i rd  was  appa ren t l y  we l l  down  on  t he  peck -o rde r  
i n  t he  pond  bu t  s eemed  t o  be  we l l  e s t ab l i shed  t he r e”  ( f i de  Hansen ) .  

O ldsquaw -  Lone  b i rd s  we re  no t ed  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  J anua ry  1  
and  7  and  on  Feb rua ry  18  (K lamm and  Lebo ld ) .  

Ha r l equ in  Duck  - An  imma tu re  ma l e  f i r s t  r epo r t ed  on  J anua ry  8  
i n  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  spen t  much  o f  t he  w in t e r  t he r e  and  was  s t i l l  
p r e sen t  on  Feb rua ry  29  (Ward  e t  a l  ) .  
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Su r f  Sco t e r  -  One  imma tu re  and  one  adu l t  f ema le  we re  d iv ing  
and  r e s t i ng  w i th  t he  o the r  ducks  a t  Eas t  9 th  S t r ee t  P i e r  on  
J anua ry  1 ,  and  an  imma tu re  was  s i gh t ed  f l y ing  a round  a t  Gordon  
Pa rk  on  J anua ry  6 ,  f i na l l y  l and ing  i n  an  o f f sho re  f i s su r e  (K lamm) .  

Common  Sco t e r  -  On  December  16  a  f ema le  was  s een  d iv ing  a l l  by  
he r s e l f  j u s t  ou t s i de  t he  boa t  ba s in  a t  t he  Mun ic ipa l  L igh t  
P l an t  (K lamm) .  

Ba ld  Eag l e  -  On ly  two  s i gh t i ngs  o f  t he  Ba ld  Eag l e  we re  made  i n  
ou r  r eg ion  du r ing  1987  so  i t  i s  w i th  mixed  p l ea su re  and  g loom 
tha t  I  quo t e  a  r epo r t  o f  t he  t h i rd  s i gh t i ng  made  on  December  
30  a t  Lo ra in .  “An  immatu re  b i rd  was  f i r s t  obse rved  a t  a  d i s 
t ance ,  pe r ched  i n  a  dead  t r e e  nea r  t he  a i rpo r t .  The  b i rd  f l ew  
toward  t he  l ake f ron t ,  whe re  i t  was  l oca t ed  and  obse rved  w i th in  
60  f ee t .  The  b i rd  had  been  a  c ap t i ve ,  s i nce  i t  s t i l l  h ad  a  
j e s s  a t t a ched  t o  t he  l e f t  l eg”  (K lamm) .  

Ruddy  Tu rns tone  -  Neve r  be fo r e  r e co rded  i n  J anua ry,  a  l one  b i rd  
i n  w in t e r  p lumage  was  obse rved  on  J anua ry  1  and  2  i n  t he  company  
o f  gu l l s  on  a  s t r i p  o f  i c e  and  deb r i s  a l ong  t he  B .  &  0 .  dock  a t  
Lo ra in .  I t  was  ac t i ve ly  s ea r ch ing  fo r  f ood  and  appa ren t l y  f i nd 
ing  some ,  t hough  t he  gu l l s  we re  qu i t e  hos t i l e  (Lebo ld ,  Do lbea r  
e t  a l ) .  

G l aucous  Gu l l  -  Be tween  t he  s i gh t i ng  o f  an  imma tu re  on  December  
31  and  t he  s i gh t i ng  o f  an  adu l t  on  Feb rua ry  28 ,  t h i s  gu l l  was  
r eco rded  a  number  o f  t imes  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r,  whe re  two  adu l t s  
we re  s een  on  J anua ry  7  (K lamm)  and  on  Feb rua ry  11  (Nagy ) .  A t  
Gordon  Pa rk  an  adu l t  and  an  imma tu re  we re  p r e sen t  on  J anua ry  
28  (K lamm) .  

I c e l and  Gu l l  - The  r a r e  I c e l and  was  r epo r t ed  on  t h r ee  occa s ions  
and  a t  t h r ee  s epa ra t e  l oca t i ons .  On  December  17  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  
“ an  imma tu re  was  ac t i ve  i n  and  ove r  t he  ba s in  fo r  abou t  an  hou r,  
f i na l l y  go t  some th ing  t o  e a t ,  r e s t ed  b r i e f l y,  and  f l ew  o ff  t o  
t he  wes t  ove r  t he  l ake” .  On  Feb rua ry  10  an  imma tu re  was  p r e 
s en t  f o r  a  sho r t  t ime  a t  Gordon  Pa rk ,  and  a t  Lo ra in  on  Feb rua ry  
11  an  adu l t  and  an  imm a tu re  we re  ac t i ve  i n  t he  ha rbo r  a r ea  
(K lamm) .  

F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l  -  Espec i a l l y  no t ewor thy  a r e  t he  r epo r t s  o f  more  
t han  one  b i rd ,  whe rea s  i n  o the r  yea r s  on ly  s i ng l e  b i rd s  we re  ob 
se rved .  Thus  on  December  2  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  “ th r ee  imma tu re s  we re  
l oa f i ng  i n  t he  boa t  ba s in  wh i l e  a  f ou r th  was  ac t i ve ly  f i sh ing  
a round  t he  nea rby  I l l umina t i ng  Company  p i e r s ”  (K lamm) .  Two  im
ma tu re s  we re  p r e sen t  on  December  5  and  6  (Su rman ,  J r. ) ,  and  a  
s i ng l e  imma tu re  on  December  10  (K lamm) .  

L i t t l e  Gu l l  - Th i s  r a r e  v i s i t o r  was  f i r s t  s een  on  December  24  
a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  (S t a sko ) .  On ly  on  J anua ry  10  was  more  t han  
one  b i rd  r epo r t ed ,  when  two  adu l t s  we re  s een  f l y ing  w i th  t he  
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o the r  gu l l s  and  obse rved  fo r  twen ty  minu t e s  (Nagy ) .  An  adu l t  
was  s i t t i ng  on  t he  i c e  f o r  a lmos t  an  hou r  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  
J anua ry  18 ,  t hen  f l ew  ove r  t he  wa t e r  and  “ so  c lo se  t ha t  b inocu 
l a r s  we re  no t  needed”  (Lebo ld  and  Ward ) .  

B l ack - l egged  K i t t iwake  - Th i s  spec i e s  made  i t s  mos t  p ro longed  
s t ay  i n  ou r  r eg ion ,  be ing  r epo r t ed  fo r  s i x  da t e s  du r ing  November  
and  con t i nu ing  w i th  a  December  4  r epo r t  f r om Whi t e  C i t y  (Su rman ,  
J r. ) .  I t  was  absen t  du r ing  J anua ry,  appea r ing  aga in  on  Feb rua ry  
8  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  and  f rom tha t  da t e  on  i t  was  obse rved  r egu l a r l y  
du r ing  t he  mon th ,  two  be ing  p r e sen t  on  t he  10  t h  (K lamm) ,  and  
two  on  t he  18 th  (S i ebe r t ) .  I t  was  l a s t  r epo r t ed  f rom Gordon  
Pa rk  on  Feb rua ry  26  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  The re  i s  c ause  fo r  specu l a 
t i on ,  howeve r,  when  one  no t e s  t he  da t e  o f  t he  f i r s t  appea rance  
fo r  t he  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  a r ea  o f  Feb rua ry  28  (Nagy  and  Ward ) .  

Ba rn  Owl  - Th i s  spec i e s  i s  be ing  obse rved  l e s s  and  l e s s ,  none  
be ing  r epo r t ed  s i nce  1964 ;  t he r e fo r e  we  we l come  the  r epo r t  o f  
one  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm,  K i r t l and  H i l l s .  A t  dusk  on  December  
13 ,  one  pe r ched  on  t op  o f  a  ch i cken  house  and  when  s i gh t ed  “ i t  
f r oze ,  t hen  f l ew  ou t  o f  s i gh t ”  (Bo l e ,  J r. ) .  

Sho r t - ea r ed  Owl  -  On  J anua ry  2 ,  one  pe r ched  on  a  r ock  on  t he  
edge  o f  t he  ma in  pa rk ing  l o t  a t  Whi t e  C i t y.  When  app roached  i t  
f l ew  to  a  snow bank  and  f i na l l y  ou t  ove r  t he  l ake  t o  t he  wes t .  
“The  gu l l s  i n  t he  a r ea  we re  exc i t ed ,  and  a  f ew  s t a r t ed  t o  pu r
sue - - ”  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Saw-whe t  Owl  -  ( 1 )  One  was  d i s cove red  a t  Vi rg in i a  Kenda l l  Pa rk  
on  December  30  (Hende r son ) .  ( 2 )  On  t he  g rounds  o f  t he  Na tu r a l  
Sc i ence  Museum whe re  one  was  p r e sen t  i n  l a t e  Oc tobe r  and  ea r l y  
November  1967 ,  t he  s ame  (o r  ano the r )  b i rd  was  pe r ched  i n  a  sma l l  
g rove  o f  p ine s  du r ing  t he  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  o f  J anua ry  13  (Hansen ) .  

Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r  - An  imma tu re  b i rd  l i nge red  a t  Pa ine s 
v i l l e  f r om December  25  t o  J anua ry  3  and  f rom Janua ry  9  t o  13 ,  
‘ f o r  ou r  on ly  w in t e r  da t e s ,  f e ed ing  f rom hang ing  sue t  f e ede r s  
f o r  5  t o  15  minu t e  pe r i ods ,  a s  many  a s  12  t imes  a  day  (Newhous ) .  

Ca tb i rd  - A s ing l e  i nd iv idua l  was  r epo r t ed  f rom the  sou thwes t  
co rne r  o f  Geauga  Coun ty  on  J anua ry  1  (Leach  and  Ramisch ) .  

B rown  Thra she r  -  Pu t  i n  an  appea rance  on  J anua ry  28  i n  a  ya rd  i n  
Euc l i d ,  “ chopp ing  a t  a  p i ece  o f  sue t  on  t he  g round” ,  and  a l so  t he  
nex t  week ,  on  Feb rua ry  3 ,  t he  s ame  bed ragg l ed  Th ra she r  was  s een  
i n  t he  f eede r  p i ck ing  a t  t he  s eeds  (F i en ing ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeak  - Th i s  i s  ano the r  w in t e r  s ea son  i n  wh ich  we  a r e  
l a ck ing  ou r  no r the rn  v i s i t o r s .  We  have  one  r epo r t  o f  s even  
v i s i t i ng  t he  f eed ing  s t a t i on  a t  t he  Nor th  Chag r in  Me t ropo l i t an  
Pa rk  Museum on  December  21 (Finck) ,  and a  band of  seven  t ha t  be 
came  “Regu l a r s ”  a t  t he  f eed ing  s t a t i on  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm in  
K i r t l and  H i l l s ,  a r r i v ing  on  Feb rua ry  23  and  s t i l l  p r e sen t  a t  t he  
end  o f  t he  mon th  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  
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P ine  Grosbeak  - A  s ing l e  r epo r t  o f  t h r ee  on  Feb rua ry  29  i n  t he  
sh rubbe ry  nea r  t he  f e ede r  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

Red  Cros sb i l l  - A  band  o f  e i gh t  f ed  on  cones  i n  t he  p ine  t r e e s  
and  roos t ed  i n  a  honeysuck l e  t h i cke t  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm fo r  
t en  days  p r i o r  t o  Feb rua ry  22 ,  t he i r  l a s t  appea rance  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

Lap l and  Longspu r  - A  s ing l e  b i rd  was  obse rved  fo r  abou t  t en  
minu t e s  on  t he  open  g round  a t  t he  Cuyahoga  Coun ty  A i rpo r t  on  
Feb rua ry  17  (Sche ibe ) .  

F IELD NOTES 

Hawk  Owl  a t  Lo ra in  Ha rbo r .  One  o f  t he  ou t s t and ing  even t s  o f  t he  
w in t e r  s ea son  was  t he  occu r r ence  o f  t he  Hawk  Owl .  I t  i s  con 
sp i cuous  because  o f  i t s  hab i t  o f  hun t i ng  i n  t he  day l i gh t  and  
pe r ch ing  i n  exposed  spo t s .  No t  s i nce  March  1957  ha s  one  been  
r epo r t ed  i n  ou r  r eg ion .  The  commen t s  o f  s eve ra l  obse rve r s  a r e  
o f  i n t e r e s t :  

I  f i r s t  s i gh t ed  i t  r a t he r  f a r  ou t  on  t he  l ake  i c e  i n  
f r on t  o f  my  home  in  Lo ra in  on  J anua ry  3  a t  abou t  2 :15  
p .m .  I t  was  a lmos t  t h r ee -qua r t e r s  o f  a  m i l e  away  bu t  
f l ew  in  qu i t e  c l o se  and  s a t  f a c ing  t he  sho re  and  p r een 
ing .  Seve ra l  t imes  i t  opened  i t s  mou th  and  I  t hough t  
i t  m igh t  be  ca l l i ng  bu t  on  open ing  t he  w indow I  hea rd  
no th ing .  The  f i ne  ba r r i ng  on  t he  b r ea s t  was  p l a in ly  
s een  and  t he  mark ing  on  t he  head  and  t he  da rk  p l ace  
be low  the  beak  we re  qu i t e  no t i c eab l e .  The  t a i l  l eng th  
was  ve ry  appa ren t .  I  had  t he  Owl  unde r  su rve i l l ance  
fo r  more  t han  an  hou r  and  i t  was  obse rved  by  o the r s  
f o r  a  sho r t e r  pe r i od .  I t  f l ew  ea s t  and  was  no t  s een  
aga in  by  me  (Do lbea r ) .  

Af t e r  obse rv ing  t he  Hawk  Owl  w i th  o the r s  on  t he  3 rd ,  I  
wen t  abou t  one -ha l f  m i l e  e a s t  t o  whe re  i t  h ad  f l own  and  
t he r e  s aw  i t  make  t h r ee  o r  f ou r  pa s se s ,  i n  f l i gh t ,  a t  
gu l l s  t ha t  d ropped  away  t o  su r f ace  l eve l  and  e scaped .  
My  l a t e r  s i gh t i ng  on  J anua ry  10 ,  a s  i t  p e r ched  i n  f u l l  
v i ew  on  t he  b r eakwa l l  a t  Mun ic ipa l  P i e r,  ex t ended  fo r  
ove r  1 . 5  hou r s  (Ward ) .  

Our  l a s t  r epo r t  was  fo r  J anua ry  20  when  “ th i s  l ong - t a i l ed  
owl  was  obse rved  i n  a  s l ow  f l i gh t  ove r  t he  i c e  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  
a t  a  f a i r l y  c l o se  d i s t ance”  (S i ebe r t ) .  

F i r s t  Swa inson ’s  Th rush .  On  December  1 ,  Chag r in  Fa l l s  was  hos t  
t o  a  mos t  unusua l  w in t e r  v i s i t o r  and  made  t he  f i r s t  w in t e r  r e 
co rd  fo r  ou r  r eg ion  o f  a  Swa inson ’s  Th rush .  The  appea rance  o f  
one  Swa inson ’s  i s  ex t r ao rd ina ry  bu t  two  appea rances  i s  unp rece 
den t ed .  Neve r the l e s s ,  on  J anua ry  14  and  17 ,  one  was  s een  a t  
Lo ra in .  The  de t a i l s  o f  t he se  two  even t s  f o l l ow:  

A s tunned  Swa inson ’s  Th rush  was  found  on  my  d r iveway  
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on  December  1 .  I  t hough t  i t  h ad  h i t  aga in s t  a  w indow 
a s  I  have  s een  o the r  b i rd s  on  my  d r ive  so  s t unned .  I t  
l e t  me ,  w i th  no  appa ren t  f r i gh t ,  p i ck  i t  up  and  I  
b rough t  i t  i n t o  t he  house .  I  cou ld  s ee  no  obv ious  
b r eaks ,  such  a s  a  w ing  o r  neck ,  and  p l aced  i t  on  a  
box  i n  t he  sun  whe re .  I  cou ld  wa t ch  and  gua rd  aga in s t  
p r eda to r s .  The  b i rd  r ema ined  qu i e t  on  t he  box ,  t u rn 
i ng  a round  on ly  once  t ha t  I  obse rved ,  be fo r e  i t  f l ew  
o ff  i n  abou t  t en  minu t e s ,  appa ren t l y  unha rmed  (Eng l i sh ) .  

On  J anua ry  14 ,  f o l l owing  a  heavy  snows to rm o f  t he  day  
be fo r e ,  eve ry th ing  was  cove red  w i th  snow and  ve ry  
b r i gh t ,  when  a  Swa inson ’s  Th rush  f l ew  in to  a  sma l l  
t r e e  and  qu i e t l y  r e s t ed  two  o r  t h r ee  minu t e s  be fo r e  
f l y ing  ac ro s s  t he  s t r e e t .  On  J anua ry  17  I  s t ud i ed  
t he  b i rd  fo r  f i ve  minu t e s  a s  i t  p e r ched  i n  a  sma l l  
map l e  t r e e  i n  t he  ya rd  and  s aw  a l l  o f  t he  marks  

o f  i den t i f i c a t i on  be fo r e  i t  f l ew.  The  bu ffy  eye - r i ng  
was  qu i t e  consp i cuous  (Nagy ) .  

Ba l t imore  Or io l e  Win t e r i ng  i n  Men to r .  On  J anua ry  3  and  4 ,  I  
obse rved  and  pho tog raphed  a  Ba l t imore  Or io l e  i n t e rmi t t en t l y  
f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  abou t  t h r ee  hou r s  a t  t he  r e s idence  o f  Mr.  and  
Mrs .  Edward  J .  K lee  i n  Men to r,  whe re  i t  h ad  been  s een  s i nce  
sho r t l y  a f t e r  Thanksg iv ing .  On  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  t he  3 rd  t he  
b i rd  f ed  on  t he  con t en t s  o f  a  ne t  bag  cons i s t i ng  o f  s l i c ed  
o  r ange ,  banana ,  app l e  and  g r apes ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  sue t - s eed  ba l l .  
Occas iona l l y  i t  d ropped  t o  t he  g round  t o  f e ed  on  b i rd  s eed  o r  
t o  p i ck  up  a  p i ece  o f  who le  whea t  b r ead  wh ich  was  ca r r i ed  t o  a  
b ru sh  p i l e  a  sho r t  d i s t ance  away.  The  Or io l e  was  a l so  r epo r t 
ed  v i s i t i ng  t he  f eede r  o f  a  ne ighbo r,  Mrs .  Geo rge  Ke l l y,  da i l y  
s i nce  Chr i s tmas  Day,  appea r ing  ea r l y  i n  t he  morn ing  fo r  an  
hou r  o r  two  and  a t  o the r  t imes  du r ing  t he  day,  on  occa s ion .  
I t  was  obse rved  t o  f e ed  on  who le  whea t  b r ead ,  sue t  and  b i rd 
s eed  mix .  

A t  one  po in t  du r ing  my  obse rva t i on  t he  Ba l t imore  Or io l e  
was  chased  f rom the  sue t - cake  by  a  S t a r l i ng ,  bu t  was  o the rw i se  
t o l e r a t ed  by  a l l  t he  o the r  b i rd s  whe reve r  i t  f ed .  I t  po s tu r ed  
and ,  open ing  i t s  b i l l ,  t h r ea t ened  a  Ha i ry  Woodpecke r,  d r i v ing  
t he  l a rge r  woodpecke r  f r om the  sue t  f e ede r  on  one  occa s ion ,  bu t  
was  no t  o the rw i se  agg re s s ive .  

The  Or io l e  was  l a s t  obse rved  by  Mrs .  Ke l l y  on  t he  a f t e rnoon  
o f  J anua ry  7 .  The  t empe ra tu r e  o f  - l 0 °  r e co rded  on  t he  morn ing  
o f  t he  8 th  may  have  been  t oo  much  fo r  t he  b i rd .  

The re  a r e  s eve ra l  w in t e r  r e co rds  r epo r t ed  i n  t he  C leve l and  
a r ea .  “B i rd s  o f  C l eve l and”  l i s t s  a  s i gh t i ng  made  J anua ry  3 ,  
1927  i n  Men to r ;  one  was  r eco rded  December  29 ,1957  a t  Lower  
Shake r  Lake ;  and  one  November  8 ,  1966 ,  December  30  ,  1966 ,  and  
J anua ry  14 ,  1967  i n  Wi l l oughby  H i l l s .  -  RUSSELL F,  HANSEN.  
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L inco ln ’s  Spa r row  on  Pub l i c  Squa re .  A t  8 :15  a .m .  on  December  7  
on  t he  sou thea s t  quad ran t  o f  t h e  C l eve l and  Pub l i c  Squa re  (So l 
d i e r s  and  Sa i l o r s  Monumen t ) ,  a  L inco ln ’s  Spa r row  was  f eed ing  on  
wha t  appea red  t o  be  t i ny  c rumbs  o f  c ake  adhe r ing  t o  t he  cemen t  
s i dewa lk  — a l l  t ha t  r ema ined  o f  t he  da i l y  o f f e r i ng  o f  b r ead ,  
c ake ,  and  s eeds  p l aced  t he r e  by  some  unknown  b i rd love r.  Th i s  
spa r row  was  on  t he  Pub l i c  Squa re  p r i o r  t o  t he  7 th ,  pos s ib ly  even  
du r ing  t he  f i na l  week  o f  November,  bu t  I  was  no t  ab l e  t o  make  a  
pos i t i ve  i den t i f i c a t i on  ea r l i e r  and  I  neg l ec t ed  t o  r e co rd  t he  
da t e s .  The  b i rd  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  a  ha l f  dozen  o r  more  House  Spa r
rows ,  t hough  i t  s ome t imes  f ed  apa r t  f r om them,  s eeming  t o  f i nd  
some  sus t enance  i n  t he  g r a s sy  a r ea s  o r  i n  t he  w i the r ed  f l ower  
beds .  -  DONALD L .  NEWMAN [Th i s  i s  t he  on ly  w in t e r  r e co rd  s i nce  
J anua ry  1960 ,  wh ich  was  a l so  f rom the  C leve l and  Pub l i c  Squa re .  
Ed . ]  

CHRISTMAS COUNTS -  PAST AND PRESENT 

On  December  23 rd  t he  member s  o f  t he  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  and  
f r i ends  aga in  pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  t he  annua l  Ch r i s tmas  B i rd  Coun t .  
Fo r  t he  K i r t l and  C lub  t h i s  was  i t s  twen ty - e igh th  annua l  coun t  
da t i ng  back  t o  1940  when  t he  c lub  was  founded .  These  annua l  ou t 
i ngs ,  howeve r,  have  been  conduc t ed  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea  s i nce  
1910 .  

The  Chr i s tmas  Coun t ,  o r  Ch r i s tmas  Census  a s  i t  was  o r i g i 
na l l y  c a l l ed ,  was  s t a r t ed  i n  1900  by  F rank  Chapman  a s  a  game  o r  
spo r t  f o r  b i rde r s ,  bu t  t h rough  t he  yea r s  a s  t he  da t a  was  accumu
l a t ed  i t  b egan  t o  have  more  s i gn i f i c an t  va lue .  Many  f ac t s  abou t  
w in t e r i ng  b i rd s  and  t he i r  hab i t s  we re  d i s cove red ,  such  a s  t he  i n 
c r ea se  and  dec l i ne  o f  c e r t a i n  spec i e s ,  s t r agg l e r s  ou t s i de  t he i r  
no rma l  w in t e r  r ange ,  cyc l i c  i nvas ions  o f  no r the rn  f i nches  and  
bo rea l  owl s ,  and  cen t e r s  o f  abundance  o f  d i f f e r en t  spec i e s .  

Yea r  a f t e r  Yea r  t he  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  Chr i s tmas  B i rd  Coun t  
con t i nues  t o  g row.  I n  19  00 ,  25  coun t s  we re  r eco rded .  Las t  yea r  
ove r  800  coun t  g roups  t ook  pa r t  f r om Hawa i i  t o  F lo r i da  and  f rom 
Ala ska  t o  Nova  Sco t i a .  More  t han  550  o f  app rox ima te ly  650  spe 
c i e s  o f  Nor th  Amer i can  b i rd s  have  been  r eco rded  on  t he se  coun t s .  
The  r e s t  w in t e r  deep  i n  t he  t r op i c s .  A  l i s t  o f  ove r  100  spec i e s  
ha s  been  amassed  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea  w i th  many  unusua l  r e co rds ,  
such  a s  Ganne t ,  Doub l e - c r e s t ed  Cormoran t ,  Pu rp l e  s andp ipe r,  I c e 
l and  Gu l l ,  Bohemian  Waxwing  and  Lap l and  Longspu r.  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  no t e  t ha t  t h rough  t he  yea r s  t he  number  
o f  spec i e s  f ound  on  t he  C leve l and  coun t s  ha s  s t e ad i l y  i nc r ea sed ,  
pa r t i a l l y  due  t o  more  obse rve r s  i n  t he  f i e l d .  The  l owes t  coun t  
was  i n  1942  when  40  spec i e s  we re  t a l l i ed .  The  K i r t l and  C lub  r e 
co rded  i t s  h igh  coun t  i n  1966  when  83  spec i e s  we re  s een ,  w i th  
n ine  add i t i ona l  f ound  du r ing  t he  coun t  pe r i od .  The  t a sk  o f  com
p i l i ng  and  r eco rd ing  t he  nece s sa ry  da t a  ha s  been  ab ly  hand l ed  i n  
t he  pa s t  by  Mer i t  Skaggs  f rom 1940  t o  1947 ,  Mar jo r i e  Ramisch  and  
Ve ra  Ca r ro the r s  f r om 1942  t o  1963  and  cu r r en t l y  by  Wi l l i am  Sn ide r.  

Coun t  day  t h i s  yea r,  December  23 ,  was  t he  co lde s t  day  o f  t he  
w in t e r  up  t o  t ha t  po in t .  The  t empe ra tu r e  was  20  t o  23  deg ree s  
w i th  w ind  ou t  o f  t he  no r thwes t  a t  10  t o  15  mi l e s  pe r  hou r.  Th i s  
p robab ly  had  some  e f f ec t  on  t he  number  o f  spec i e s  r e co rded .  S t i l l ,  
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41  obse rve r s  i n  19  pa r t i e s  coun t ed  ove r  19 ,000  i nd iv idua l  b i rd s  
o f  62  spec i e s ,  i nc lud ing  a  Ba l t imore  Or io l e ,  Ca ro l i na  Wren  and  
an  Eas t e rn  Phoebe .  A l so  s een  du r ing  t he  coun t  pe r i od  bu t  no t  on  
coun t  day  -  P i ed -b i l l ed  Grebe ,  Whi s t l i ng  Swan ,  Canvasback ,  Hooded  
Merganser,  Rough-legged Hawk,  Bobwhite ,  Snowy Owl,  B a r r e d O w l ,  
Evening Grosbeak and Rufous-s ided Towhee.  -  DONALD A. S I E B ERT 

NORTH AMERICAN NEST-RECORD CARD PROGRAM 

S ince  t he  p rog ram’s  i ncep t i on  i n  1965  by  Corne l l  Un ive r s i t y ’s  
Labo ra to ry  o f  Orn i t ho logy,  The  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  and  i t s  f r i ends  
have  pa r t i c i pa t ed .  Our  1967  r e su l t s  we re  221  ne s t i ng  r epo r t s  i n  Oh io ,  
Mich igan ,  Ma ine  and  Wes t  Vi rg in i a  by  16  pe r sons ,  w i th  69  spec i e s  
be ing  r epo r t ed .  Of  pa r t i cu l a r  no t e  a r e  t he  fo l l owing  
(Oh io  un l e s s  o the rw i se  no t ed ) :  Leas t  B i t t e rn ,  Amer i can  Widgeon ,  
B lue -w inged  Tea l ,  Ba ld  Eag l e  (Mich igan ) ,  Vi rg in i a  Ra i l ,  Common  
Ga l l i nu l e ,  Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r,  B l ack -b i l l ed  Cuckoo ,  Common  Nigh t 
hawk  (Mich igan ) ,  Ruby - th roa t ed  Hummingb i rd ,  B l ack -backed  Th ree -
t oed  Woodpecke r  (Mich igan ) ,  Horned  La rk ,  B rown  Creepe r,  Bewick ’s  
and  Ca ro l i na  Wren  (Wes t  Vi rg in i a ) ,  Pa ru l a  Warb l e r  (Ma ine ) ,  
Bobo l i nk ,  and  Vespe r  and  C lay -co lo r ed  Spa r row  (Mich igan ) .  

As  o f  Oc tobe r  15 ,  1967 ,  t he  r epo r t s  f r om The  K i r t l and  C lub  
p l aced  i t  f ou r th  among  t he  Reg iona l  Cen t e r s  i n  Nor th  Amer i ca .  
Two  o f  ou r  member s  r anked  among  t he  ma jo r  i nd iv idua l  con t r i bu to r s :  
Mur i e l  Sne l l e r  w i th  94  r epo r t s  and  G lenn  K i t son  w i th  59 .  -  GLENN 
KITSON 

FROM THE EDITOR’S  WINDOW 

December  5  - A  Mock ingb i rd  f ed  fo r  a  sho r t  t ime  on  t he  f ru i t s  o f  
t he  ba rbe r ry  a t  8 :30  a .m .  

December  23  - The  “cho i ce”  b i rd  o f  my  Chr i s tmas  Coun t  was  a  
Phoebe  t ha t  s t opped  on  t he  ho l l y  bush  a t  t he  back  wa lk ,  i t  b e ing  
un reco rded  s i nce  t he  1952  t a l l y.  The  b i rd  appea red  hea l t hy  and  ac t i ve  
de s p i t e  a  t empe ra tu r e  i n  t he  l ow  twen t i e s .  A  f l u t t e r i ng  pa s s  was  made  
a t  a  sue t  bag  hang ing  nea r  t he  po rch  bu t  I  was  unab l e  t o  de t e rmine  i f  
f ood  was  ob t a ined .  On  December  26  a t  2 :00  p .m .  t he  Phoebe  
appea red  aga in  and  fo l l owed  t he  s ame  f l u t t e r i ng  rou t i ne .  I t  s t i l l  
l ooked  we l l - f ed  and  a l e r t .  

J anua ry  7  - A t  9 :00  a .m .  a  f l ock  o f  75  t o  100  Canada  Geese ,  f l y 
i ng  l ow  and  ca l l i ng ,  s eemed  t o  g roup  t hemse lve s  and  f l y  h ighe r  
and  h ighe r  un t i l  t h ey  we re  a  t h in  t h r ead  i n  t he  sky.  I  wa t ched  
t hem d i s appea r  t o  t he  sou th .  The  ponds  he r e  a r e  a l l  comp le t e ly  
f rozen  and  t hey  s eek  open  wa t e r.  

J anua ry  24  - A t  12 :15  a  hawk  was  s een  on  t he  g round  a t  t he  f e ed 
ing  a r ea  a t  t he  f ron t  w indows  whe re  s i x  Bobwhi t e  we re  f eed ing  
minu t e s  be fo r e .  I  had  app roached  t he  w indow ca r e l e s s ly  and  t he  
hawk  f l ew.  Abou t  15  minu t e s  l a t e r  I  was  s t a r t l ed  by  a  l oud  c r a sh  
a t  t he  w indow and  s aw  the  shadow o f  a  l a rge  b i rd  and  f ea the r s  
f l u t t e r i ng  down .  Af t e r  s cann ing  f rom a l l  t he  w indows  I  l oca t ed  
t he  hawk  ac ro s s  t he  road ,  f e ed ing  on  t he  g round ,  abou t  100  f ee t  
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away. I  obse rved  fo r  45  minu t e s ,  t hen  t he  hawk  f l ew  in to  t he  
a i r  c a r ry ing  a  c a r ca s s  i n  one  t a l on ,  go ing  down  aga in  sho r t l y,  
bu t  deepe r  i n to  t he  bushes .  A t  t h i s  t ime  I  had  an  exce l l en t  
l ook  a t  t he  t a i l ,  and  f rom the  w ide  wh i t e  bands  I  j udged  i t  t o  
be  a  B road -winged .  I  had  s een  t he  mark ings  on  t he  back  and  t he  
co lo r i ng  on  t he  uppe r  t h roa t  and  b r ea s t  a s  i t  t u rned  t o  l ook ,  
when  benea th  t he  w indow.  I  examined  t he  f ea the r s  unde r  t he  
w indow and  t he  ones  s ca t t e r ed  a t  t he  f eed ing  p l ace  ac ro s s  t he  
road  and  unques t i onab ly  t he  hawk  was  d in ing  on  one  o f  ou r  qua i l ;  
f o r  on  J anua ry  25  and  t he r ea f t e r  I  coun t ed  on ly  f i ve .  

Feb rua ry  4  - The  Ca rd ina l  was  hea rd  t o  c a l l  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  
and  on  t he  5 th  t he  Mourn ing  Dove  was  f i r s t  hea rd .  The  Song  
Spa r row  jo ined  i n  on  t he  6 th .  

Feb rua ry  9  -  B ig  wh i t e  snowf l akes  we re  f a l l i ng  and  benea th  t he  
f eede r s  wh ich  a r e  she l t e r ed  by  p ine  t r e e s  and  two  d i s ca rded  
Chr i s tmas  t r e e s  we re  s even  hen  Pheasan t s .  They  f ed  i n  a  c l o se  
g roup  and  we re  ab l e  t o  d ig  and  chop  s eve ra l  i nches  down  in to  
t he  snow.  Occas iona l l y  t he  Bobwhi t e  c ame  i n  t o  f e ed  a t  t he  
s ame  t ime  bu t  s t ayed  uneas i l y  a round  t he  edges  and  soon  
l e f t .  

Feb rua ry  10  -  51  Ceda r  Waxwings  we re  coun t ed  f eed ing  on  t he  
be r r i e s  o f  t he  Vibu rnum opu lu s  f r om 9 :0  0  t o  11 :30  a .m .  

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE FOOD OF  COMMON BIRDS — XV 

S ince  t he  l a s t  r epo r t  (C l eve l and  BIRD CALENDAR 62  ( l ) : 9 - l 2 .  
1966 ) ,  a  t o t a l  o f  77  s t omachs  o f  common  b i rd s  and  17  Ba rn  Owl  
pe l l e t s  have  been  ana lyzed .  I t  h a s  now become  a lmos t  imposs ib l e  
t o  f i nd  Ba rn  Owl  pe l l e t s  i n  ou r  a r ea .  E igh t  o f  t he  s t omachs  
we re  emp ty  (Sha rp -  sh inned  Hawk ,  R ing -necked  Pheasan t ,  Ye l l ow-
sha f t ed  F l i cke r,  Pu rp l e  Mar t i n - - t h r ee  had  s t a rved  t o  dea th  du r ing  
t he  co ld  spe l l  i n  May  o f  1967 - - ,  Sca r l e t  Tanage r,  and  F i e ld  
Spa r row) .  Spec imens  on  wh ich  t he  fo l l owing  r eco rds  we re  made  
we re  found  dead  i n  no r thea s t e rn  Oh io  du r ing  1966  and  1967  un l e s s  
o the rw i se  i nd i ca t ed .  Many  peop l e  con t r i bu t ed  spec imens  t o  t he  
s t udy,  bu t  spec i a l  a cknowledgemen t  i s  made  t o  B l anche  Swar t z  and  
J e r ry  Myer s  who  b rough t  i n  t he  g r ea t e s t  numbe r.  

Horned  Grebe :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  

Bu ff l ehead :  8  Ch i ronomid  midge  l a rvae ,  4  Cu l i co ide s  midge  l a rvae ,  
and  1  s eed  o f  Lady ’s  Thumb  Smar tweed  ( Po lygonum pe r s i ca r i a )  

Red - shou lde r ed  Hawk :  l  g r a s shoppe r,  1  wasp .  

R ing -necked  Pheasan t :  s eeds  o f  Choke  Che r ry  (P runus  v i rg in i ana ) 
dogwood  (Cornus  sp . ) ,  b l a ckbe r ry  (Rubus  sp . ) ,  and  g r a in s  o f  oa t s .  

Amer i can  Coo t :  ( 1 )  Cadd i s  f l y  l a rvae ,  p i ece s  o f  Cha ra ,  f r agmen t s  
o f  l e aves  and  roo t s ;  ( 2 )  numerous  sma l l ,  un iden t i f i ed  s eeds .  
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Amer i can  Woodcock :  1  e a r t hworm,  1  bee t l e ,  1  g r a in  o f  whea t ,  and  
s eve ra l  s eeds  o f  b l ackbe r ry.  

Mourn ing  Dove :  mace ra t ed  f ru i t .  

Ba rn  Owl :  ( 17  pe l l e t s  co l l e c t ed  on  KSU campus ,  November  16 ,  1965 )  
Meadow Mouse  (Mic ro t u s  pennsy lvan i cus )  29  ,  Sho r t - t a i l ed  Sh rew  
(B l a r i na  b r ev i cauda )  16 ,  Canada  Sh rew  (So rex  c ine r eus  1 .  

Saw-whe t  Owl :  1  dee r  mouse  (Pe romyscus  sp . ) .  

Common  Nigh thawk :  10  June  bee t l e s .  

Ye l l ow-sha f t ed  F l i cke r :  ( 1 )  l a rge  mass  o f  an t s  and  an t  pupae ;  
( 2 )  mas s  o f  an t s  and  2  s eeds  o f  Smoo th  Sumac  (Rhus  g l ab ra ) 

Downy  Woodpecke r :  2  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r s  w i th  f r agmen t s  o f  sp ide r s  
and  i n sec t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  

Wood  Pewee :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s .  

Pu rp l e  Mar t i n :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s  and  f l i e s .  

B lue  J ay :  1  e a r t hworm and  mace ra t ed  s eeds .  

Common  Crow:  (1 )  f r agmen t s  o f  eggshe l l  ( domes t i c  hen? ) ,  1  sma l l  
f l y,  s eve ra l  ke rne l s  o f  co rn ,  and  numerous  s eeds  o f  P igweed  
(Amaran t l i u s  sp . )  ( 2 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  and  s eeds  o f  Smoo th  
Sumac .  

Tu f t ed  Ti tmouse :  1  weev i l ,  1  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r,  and  mace ra t ed  s eeds .  

Whi t e -b r ea s t ed  Nu tha t ch :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s  and  1  
s eed  o f  Common  Ragweed  (Ambros i a  a r t emi s i i f o l i a ) 

B rown  Creepe r :  1  sp ide r,  1  bee t l e ,  and  1  un iden t i f i ed  s eed .  

House  Wren :  ( 1 )  4  l e a fhoppe r s ;  ( 2 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee 
t l e s  and  weev i l s .  

Ca tb i rd :  ( 1 )  1  m i l l i pede  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t ;  ( 2 )  i n sec t  f r ag 
men t s ;  ( 3 )  mas s  o f  an t s  and  2  s eeds  o f  Too thed  Ar rowwood  ( Vib 
u rnum r ecogn i t um)  (4 )  many  s eeds  o f  Smoo th  Sumac .  

B rown  Thra she r :  1  m i l l i pede ,  1  bee t l e ,  1  c a t e rp i l l a r,  and  i n sec t  f r ag 
men t s .  

Rob in :  ( 1 )  m i l l i pede ,  2  c en t i pedes ,  2  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  1  bee t l e ,  
and  f r agmen t s  o f  b l ades  o f  g r a s s ;  ( 2 )  6  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  1  m i l l i pede ,  
and  1  ea r t hworm;  (3 )  mas s  o f  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ,  
w i th  b l ades  o f  g r a s s ;  ( 4 )  1  bee t l e .  
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Wood  Th rush :  ( 1 )  7  sow  bugs  (Armad i l l i d ium vu lga r e ) ,  1  sowbug  
(Tracheon i s cus  r a thke i )  1  m i l l i pede ,  1  c a rab id  be t t l e  [ bee t l e ] ,  
1  c r ane f l y,  and  3  weev i l s ;  ( 2 )  3  sma l l  bee t l e s  and  1  mi l l i pede  (3 )  
1  bee t l e  and  1  mi l l i pede .  

Swa inson ’s  Th rush :  2  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  1  wasp ,  and  1  mi l l i pede .  

Gray -cheeked  Th rush :  ( 1 )  1  bee t l e  w i th  f ru i t  and  s eeds  o f  Gray  
Dogwood  (Cornus  r acemosa )  and  Too thed  Ar rowwood ;  ( 2 )  1  m i l l i 
pede  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  

Ceda r  Waxwing :  ( 1 )  3  w i ld  che r r i e s ;  ( 2 )  1  bee t l e  w i th  mace ra t ed  
f ru i t ;  ( 3 )  1  c r ab  app l e ;  ( 4 )  1  c r ab  app l e ;  (5  )  f r u i t  and  s eeds  o f  
Ca ro l i na  Rose  (Rosa  ca ro l i na ) 

S t a r l i ng :  ( 1 )  1  c a t e rp i l l a r,  2  weev i l s ,  and  f r agmen t s  o f  o the r  
bee t l e s ;  ( 2 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s ;  ( 3 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s .  

B l ack -and -wh i t e  Warb l e r :  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  

Ye l l ow  Warb l e r :  3  c r ane  f l i e s  and  1  weev i l .  

Myr t l e  Warb l e r :  1  c a t e rp i l l a r  w i th  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  bee 
t l e s .  

Ce ru l ean  Warb l e r :  1  sma l l  bee t l e .  

Amer i can  Reds t a r t :  1  l and  sna i l  ( Coch l i copa  l ub r i ca )  w i th  i n sec t  
f r agmen t s .  

Ovenb i rd :  ( 1 )  1  l and  sna i l ,  1  m i l l i pede ,  and  f r agmen t s  o f  i n 
s ec t s ;  ( 2 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i nc lud ing  f l i e s  and  bee t l e s .  

House  Spa r row:  s eve ra l  s eeds  o f  so rghum.  

Red -winged  B lackb i rd :  1  f l y,  1  bee t l e ,  and  1  Homop te r an .  

Ba l t imore  Or io l e :  ( 1 )  8  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r s  w i th  s eeds  o f  b lue 
be r ry  (Vacc in ium sp . ) ;  ( 2 )  3  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  and  1  bee t l e .  

Common  Grack l e :  ke rne l s  o f  co rn .  

B rown-headed  Cowbi rd :  f r agmen t s  o f  i n sec t s  and  s eeds .  

Ca rd ina l :  ( 1 )  1  c a t e rp i l l a r,  1  mo th ,  and  f r agmen t s  o f  i n sec t s  
i nc lud ing  bee t l e s ;  ( 2 )  f r agmen t s  o f  s eeds ;  ( 3 )  mace ra t ed  s eeds .  

Rose -b r ea s t ed  Grosbeak :  ( 1 )  i n sec t  f r agmen t s ;  ( 2 )  mace ra t ed  s eeds  
(p robab ly  sun f lower ) .  
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I nd igo  Bun t ing :  3  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r s ,  1  f l y,  and  i n sec t  f r ag 
men t s  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s  and  weev i l s .  

Amer i can  Go ld f inch :  ( 1 )  many  sma l l  un iden t i f i ed  s eeds ;  ( 2 )  
mace ra t ed  s eeds .  

F i e ld  Spa r row:  many  s eeds  o f  Pove r ty  Gra s s  (Dan thon i a  sp i ca t a ) 
w i th  f ew  in sec t  f r agmen t s .  

Song  Spa r row:  3  weev i l s ,  1  sma l l  c a t e rp i l l a r,  and  f r agmen t s  
o f  co rn  ke rne l s .  

-RALPH W.  DEXTER and  CLINTON H.  HOBBS 
Depa r tmen t  o f  B io log i ca l  Sc i ences  
Ken t  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y,  Ken t ,  Oh io  

[Our  s i nce r e  app rec i a t i on  t o  Wi l l i am  E .  Schee l e ,  
D i r ec to r  o f  The  Na tu r a l  Sc i ence  Museum,  fo r  h i s  
a r t i c l e  i n  t he  CLEVELAND PRESS ,  r ega rd ing  t he  

BIRD CALENDAR.  Rep r in t  f o l l ows .  -  Ed . ]  
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