SCAUP IDENTIFICATION
by Tad Lawrence, Cambridge

The following is a collection of some points of scaup identification,
which for many people, including myself, is often difficult in the field.
Much, if not all, :of the information will not be new, but together may
help alleviate this nagging field problem.

Scaup breed and raise their seven to 11 young from Alaska southeasterly
across western Canada and southward into the Dakotas. Within this area
the Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) is restricted to Alaska and northwest-
ern Canada, while the Lesser Scaup's (Axghxa affinis) range covers the
southern area and overlaps in part of northwestern Canada and central
Alaska,

In New England both species generally arrive in September and remain into
April, 1In addition to wintering from Maine to North Carolina, the Greater
Scaup is also present along the Pacific coast. The Lesser Scaup winters
along all the coasts of the United States from Massachusetts south, includ-
ing Mexico and much of Central America, As a result, the Greater Scaup is
the more common species in New England waters, but both occur and a dili-
gent search can often produce a Lesser. Sider's Pond behind the Falmouth
Town Hall is a good place to see and to compare both species.

The field mark that I find most helpful is the extent of white in the wing,
although not a certain indicator of species, a highly reliable clue, In
the Greater Scaup, the white of the speculum extends along the first six or
seven primaries, The Lesser Scaup, on the other hand, has no white on the
primaries even though the inner three may appear pale gray, I feel that
this field mark is reliable, but unfortunately only in flight.

When the birds are sitting on the water, the best field mark is the rela-
tively strongly vermiculated sides of the Lesser, which give the bird a
much grayer appearance than the Greater, Another helpful mark is the shape
and color of the head. The Greater has a rounded head, while the Lesser's
head often appears squarer and is much more 1like that of a Ring-necked
Duck (Aythya collaris). As for the head color, both species appear dark,
almost blackish, However, in proper light, the head of the Greater will
have a greenish sheen and the Lesser a purplish one, From my experience,

a bird with a green sheen is always a Greater, but one with a purple sheen
is not always a Lesser, Some excellent birders, however, will contend that
the head color is readily observable and diagnostic.

One of the best field identification aids is the larger size of the Greater,
assuming that comparisons are available, In addition, the bill size and
character (a good specimen identification aid) can also be helpful oc-
casionally. The Greater's bill is thicker and larger, particularly at the
base. The nail shows similar proportions, Some say that the Greater has

a thicker neck, but I have never found this useful.

Another often mentioned identification aid that I find misleading is that
Greater Scaups frequent large lakes and salt water, while the Lessers use
small ponds. This seems to be the case on the breeding grounds, but in

New England both can be found on small ponds until they freeze and then
both can be found on salt water. As a result, location is not very helpful.
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The following list summarizes the primary field marks in the order that

I consider most useful:

Greater Scaup Lesser Scaup

More white in wing Less white in wing

Slightly vermiculated, Vermiculated, grayer appearing
whitish sides sides

Greenish head sheen and Purplish and squarer head
roundish head

Larger size Smaller size

Heavier bill Lighter bill

MERLIN BIRDING TOURS

T. Ben Feltner, Owner
1977-1978

Trips of exceptional quality scheduled throughout the Republic
of Mexico, Panama, Texas, Alaska, Arizona and Canada.

For/itinerary write: Elaine Robinson, Director
Merlin Birding Tours, P.O. Box 19687,
Houston, Texas 77024,
713-461-2589

BOOKS FOR SALE

Peterson's Guide to Western Birds paper (special)tax inc. $
Peterson's Guide to Eastern Birds cloth (retail 8.95)
Peterson's Guide to Mexican Birds cloth (retail 10.95)
Peterson's Guide to European Birds cloth (retail 12.95)

Peterson's Guide to Texan Birds cloth (retail 11.95)
Peterson's Bird Song Cassettes(2) (retail 19.95)
Harrison's Guide to Birds' Nests cloth (retail 8.95)
Bond's Guide to West Indies cloth (retail 8.95)

Robbins' Guide:Birds of N.America cloth (retail 7.95)
Robbins' Guide:Birds of N.America paper (retail 4.95)
Peterson's Guide to Mammals paper (retail 5.95)
#prepaid *plus 5% tax & 75¢ handling ** 5% tax & $1.00 handling

2.50#
6.70%
8.20%
9.70%
8.95%
15.00%%
6.70%
6.70%
5.95%
3.70%
k. o0o%*

prices subject to change without notice - higher price will be charged

WRITE: Mr. Herman D'Entremont, P.0O. Box 207, Newton Ctr., MA. 02159
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ANNQUNCING:

WHERE TQ_FIND BIRDS IN EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS

Bird Obseryer announces the forthcoming publication of the first book of
its kind for Massachusetts. This 160-page, soft-cover yolume contains

34 articles, most of which have previously appeared in Bird Observer. All
articles have been revised and updated, however, and many are accompanied
by new, more-detailed maps.

In addition to chapters on pelagic birding from land and hawk watching,
28 choice birding locations in eastern Massachusetts are presented,
including:

ARQUND BOSTON NORTH OF BOSTON

Arnold Arboretum Cape Ann

Case Estates Lynnfield Marsh

Cutler Park Marblehead Neck

Fresh Pond Newburyport

Horn Pond and the Middlesex Fells Plum Island

Mount Auburn Rowley and Newbury

Prudential Center Springs Pond

Revere-Winthrop

Squantum and Wollaston Beach SOUTH OF BOSTON

Thompson Island Bridgewater-Lakeville
Monomoy N.W.R.

WEST OF BOSTON Nantucket

Bolton-Lancaster Flats Plymouth Beach

Great Meadows N.W.R. Plymouth-Manomet

Lancaster Provincetown

Sudbury Valley Westport-Dartmouth

Compiled, revised and edited by Leif J. Robinson and Robert H. Stymeist,
with the assistance of the staff of Bird Observer, this book will be a
valuable addition to any birder's library. If you've subscribed to

Bird Observer since its inception, the book will update your knowledge
and, conveniently kept in the glove compartment of your car, will prove

a handy reference on birding trips. If you're a recent subscriber to
Bird Observer, the book will introduce you to a number of birding areas

in the eastern half of the state. This volume will also make an excellent
gift for anyone interested in birds.

Where to Find Birds in Eastern Massachusetts will be available in early
December. It will retail for $4.00, but until February 15, 1979, Bird
Observer subscribers may order as many as they wish for only $3.00 per
copy, plus 5% sales tax for Massachusetts residents.

Orders placed now will be mailed in early December. Use the handy order
form inserted in this issue.
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LESS CONFUSING FALL WARBLERS

THE ANSWERS

See Vol. 6, No. 4, pg. 121 for the quiz submitted by Pat Fox, and Char-
lotte Wyman.

Nashville
Yellowthroat
Connecticut

Yellow

Magnolia
Chestnut-sided
Black-throated Green
Blackburnian

Palm

Bay-breasted
Tennessee

Cape May

Pine

Canada

Blackpoll

Kentucky

Parula

Wilson's
Black-throated Green and Blackburnian
Black-throated Blue
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