
b r ie f  note providing your ñame, maillng addreas, and apectflc  ln fori9a,tlon 
regardlng your reaearch. In tereata, Including autijecta, apeclea and loca-r 
tions. Thls w t l l  enable us to  compile an addreas l i s t  and indícate mem-̂  
b ers ' f le íd a  o f  in terest in future editiona o f  the B a lle t ín .

We hope very much. that you w i l l  wish to become a member o f the North Ameri­
can section o f the Wader Study Group, and that the Bu lletin  w i l l  provide 
an tnformative and In tereating ou tlet fo r  news and a rt ic le s  about shore- 
b ird  reaearch and fo r  communlcation between persona interested in shorebirds.

CORPORATION FINES $500 FOR VIOLATION OF MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT

The FMC Corporation, a pesticide manufacturer in  Middleport, New York, was 
convicted on 18 counts fo r  the deaths o f 23 birds attracted to the com- 
pany's lO-acre tox lc  waste-water pond. The Corporation was fined $100 per 
count, but the to ta l fin e  was reduced to $500 in  llg h t  o f the fact that 
FMC had spent $4 m lllion  to  a lle v ia te  the problem. Judge John T. Curtin 
o f the U.S. D is tr ic t  Court ca lied  the prosecution a public service and re- 
marked on the importance o f the case in  the area o f the environment and 
oonservation.

The conviction resu lted from a 3-month investigatlon  with spot checks over 
a 2-year period by agents o f the U.S. Fish and W ild life  Service, In May 
1975 agents were advised that extensiva b ird m orta lities  were occuring in  
FMC's lagoon. Agents inspected the area aind found 92 dead birds, as well 
as numerous other oarcasses. I t  i s  estimated that during the sprlng mi- 
gration  o f 1975p thousands o f migratory birds, including sandpipers, 
Kouming Doves, K llld e e r , Canaida Geese, and vaxlous ducks were k ille d  from 
the toxlns in  the waste water. In testlmony at the t r la l  I t  was leamed 
that the toxin  le v e l was so high that a normal drink would probably be 
le th a l to  most b irds, and that mere bathlng in the pond would resu lt in  
the d e -o ilin g  o f feathers and absorption o f  poisons through the skin.

During the oourse o f the investigatlon , agents worked contlnually with 
FMC on measures to  a lle v ia te  the situation , including scare devices, armed 
guards, and netting. FMC f in a lly  ellm inated the laigoon and in s ta lled  a 
f i l t r a t io n  system and a surface water treatment plant,

T.H.A.

NEW HAMPSHIRE BREEDING RECORD

A nest containing seven young Bam Owls was discovered on a platform in- 
side a H o llis , New Hóimpshire, s ilo , thus posslbly estábilshing the f i r s t  
confirmed breeding record fo r  th is  species in  that state, Slnce the 
s i lo  was to  be f i l l e d ,  another platform was constructed on the outside. 
The yoimg birds were measured, banded, and moved to  th e ir  new quajrtersj 
the adults resumed th e ir  feeding resp on s ib ilitie s  that nlght,
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