
SUMMARY FOR 1977

December was w et, a b i t  on the m ild side and under average on the snow 
s id e . The temperature averaged 3^ .2 °, 1 .2° above normal and 5.2° warmer 
than December, 19T6. Temperaturas flu ctu a ted  o ften  w ith  T days averag- 
in g 10° or mor above normal and 5 days averaging as much below normal.
The warmest day was the 21 s t, when the mercury h it  55°, 17° above normal, 
and the co ldest temperature was 5° on the 12th, 22° below normal.

P re c ip ita t io n  to ta le d  6.20 inches, 1.96 over normal. The most in any day 
was 1.35 inches on the I s t .  Measureable amounts f e l l  on l6  days. Snow 
to ta le d  on ly 5.2 inches, 3.0 less  than average. The most in  2h hours 
was but 1.8 inches on the 5-6th. Some western and northern suburbs had 
much heavier snow f a l l .  Wind everaged li*.2  mph; the fa s te s t  m ile aver
aged was h9 mph from the northeast on the 6th, the peak gust re g is te red  
50 mph from the northwest on the lOth.

The ?8th Christmas B ird Count (CBC) was held between December 17, 1977, 
through January 2, 1978. This summary contains a great deal o f  records 
submitted by the compilers o f various counts. In order to  avoid the re -  
peating o f  dates, the fo llow in g  chart should be used fo r  determining the 
date o f the record.

CBC DATE COMPILER

Athol 12-26 
Buzzards Bay 12-17 
Cape Ann 12-18 
Cape Cod 12-l8 
Greater Boston 12-18 
Martha's Vineyard 12-17 
M i l l is  12-17 
Nantucket 12-1¿ 
üewburyport 12-26 
Plymouth 12-28 
Quincy 12-17 
Tuckernuck 12-17 
W orcester 12-17

Robert Coyle 
Richard Harlow 
S a lly  In ga lls  
Wallace B a iley  
Robert Stymeist 
Gus Ben David 
John M arshall, Jr. 
Edith Andrews 
Richard H e il 
Trevor Lloyd-Evans 
S ib ley  Higginbotham 
Richard V e it 
Francis McMenemy

LOOaS THROUGH HEROMS

On Nantucket 2kh Common Loons and 50 Red-throated Loons were noted on the 
l8 th  (CBC), Common Loons on the 26th (Newburyport CBC), and 59 were 
seen on the Plymouth CBC on the 28th. Red-necked Grebes were noted in 
sm all numbers w ith 3 on the Quincy CBC, 2 on the Nantucket CBC, and k on 
the Plymouth CBC (TL, LE ). A t o ta l  o f  227 Horned Grebes were noted dur- 
ing the month. The Cape Cod CBC recorded 37 P ie d -b il le d  Grebes; the 
northern-most report o f P ie d -b il le d  Grebes was 2 b irds on the 5th in 
Salisbury (DCA). An u n id en tified  shearwater was observad o f f  I s t  En- 
counter on the 7th (CAG, BN). On the l6 th , the Nantucket CBC recorded 
780 Gannets; the Cape Cod CBC on the same day recorded 120. Great Cor- 
morants to ta le d  I+36 on the Quincy CBC, I 61 on the Greater Boston CBC, 
and lito on the Cape Cod CBC. D ouble-ciested Cormorants were noted from 
Revere on the 2nd, when 3 were reported (S Z ), an immature from P I on the 
3rd (WRP, RPE), 3 from the Cape Cod CBC, and 2 ( l  adult and 1 imm.) on
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the Plymouth CtíC.

T h ir ty -s ix  Great Blue ?ierons were noted during the month, as were í+i» 
Black-crowned Night- Herons. A Snowy Egret vas found on the IT th  on 
Martha's Vineyard (CBC). American B itterns were found on the Tuckernuck 
( 3 ) ,  Cape Cod, NewBuryport (2 ) and Plymouth counts.

WATERFOWL

Six  W hlstling Swans were reportad from Martha's Vineyard on the IT th  
( CBC) ,  30 Mute Swans were noted in  L a k ev ille  on the 23rd (PH). Cañada 
Geese to ta led  2386 on the Cape Cod Count, and I 829 on the Newburyport 
CBC. Brants were noted in good numhers w ith 933 (Q u incy), 98 (B oston ), 
1^13 (Cape Cod), 126 (Plymouth), 10 (Aewhuryport) .  A s in g le  Snow Goose 
was noted from Braintree on the I s t  (BAL, MFL) , 2 were seen on the 
Martha's Vineyard and the Wewburyport CBC. Black Duck CBC to ta ls  were 
as fo llow s : Quincy-lo09, Soston-l4Al+, Cape Cod-1^13, NewlDinyport-9326,
and Plymouth-106ít. E ig h ty - f iv e  Gadwalls were noted in  Ipswich on the 
3rd (WRP, RPE), and_^li were noted from GMMWR on the 2nd (RKW). There 
There were s t i l l  60-  P in ta ils  on P I on the Is t  (P . M i l i o t i s ) ,  and 95 
were noted from Yarmouth, and 20 were seen in  Barnstahle on the 27th 
(BN, VL). The la s t  P in ta i l  was seen at GMtJWR on the 9th (RKW). Green- 
winged Teal to ta le d  102 on the I s t  at P I (P . M i l io t is )  and I 50 were noted 
on the Nantucket CBC. S ingle Blue-winged Tea l reports carne from GMNWR 
on the 15th and l 6th (rKW) and from the 2Tth to  31st in  Sandwich (RFP). 
F ive  European Wigeons were noted on the Nantucket CBC, where il3U American 
Wigeons were counted; other American Wlgeon CBC to ta ls  were 52 in Greater 
Boston, 37 in Plymouth. As many as 9 Northern Shovelers were reportad 
from GMNWR on the 2nd (RKW), 8 were noted from PI on the îth (P . M i l i 
o t i s ) ,  and a record from Boylston on the 28th was in te res t in g  (HLM).
Over 28 Wood Ducks were noted during the month from 8 l o c a l i t i e s , includ- 
Ing 11 from Westport on the I s t  (WRP#).

Redheads to ta led  90 on the Buzzard's Bay CBC, and 1 U3 were noted on the 
Nantucket CBC; 13 other ind iv iduá is were reportad . Rlng-necked Duck 
to ta ls  were very low w ith only i* noted on the Nantucket CBC, k2 on the 
Cape Cod CBC, and 17 on the Plymouth CBC. Canvasbacks re trea ted  to  
B r is to l County and the islands when ic e  bagan forming on a l l  the ponds; 
100 were ^oted from Acoaxet and 1200 from Assonet on the l l t h  (SSBC- 
WRP); 500 were noted on the Nantucket CBC. Greater Scaup CBC to ta ls :  
3290 in  Quincy, 3608 in  Greater Boston and I I I 8 on Nantucket. Lesser 
Scaups were noted on the Nantucket CBC w ith  35» and 3 on the Plymouth 
CBC. Other reports Included 10 in L a k ev ille  on the 3rd (RRV#) and a 
s in g le  b ird  in Framingham on the 25th (RAF). CBC to ta ls  fo r  Common 
Goldeneyes were Quincy-859, Boston-627, Nantucket-1151» Cape Cod-756, 
Newburyport-1028, and Athol recordad U, which was new to  th e ir  count. 
Eleven Barrow's Goldeneyes were noted as fo llow s : s in g les  from Assonet
on the l l t h  (WRP), N. Scituate on the l6 th  (P . Anderson), Tuckernuck 
(CBC), Orleans (CBC), Plymouth on the 27th-28th (WRP#) ;  2 b irds were 
reportad from the fo llow in g  lo ca tion s : Cape Ann (CBC), Boston (CBC),
and in  Scituate Harbor from the 17th-26th (SH#). Totals o f Buffleheads 
inelude Quincy-6l6, Boston-695, and Cape Cod-1102. The stronghold fo r  
Oldsquaws is  c e r ta in ly  o f f  Nantucket; on the 17th Tuckernuck recordad 
26, 500» and the Nantucket CBC count numbered lít,521 on the l8 th . F ive  
Harlequin Ducks continued throughout the month in  East Orleans ( v . o . )

63



and as many as 5 were seen o f f  and on in  Magnolia ( v . o . ) ;  s in g les  were 
noted o f f  Cohasset on the l6th-17th (SH) and one was seen in  Scituate on 
the Uth (WRP^). Coinmon E ider CEC to ta ls  were: Quincy-1*395, Boston-4020,
Tuckernuck-5015, Nantucket-11,70^' Cape Cod-ll(92, and Plymouth-6880. Two 
King Eiders remained throughout the month in E. Orleans ( v . o . ) ,  s in g les  
were noted in  Quincy (CBC-SH), and in  Rockport on the 21st (JG, LC). Two 
were noted in  Mashpee on the 23rd (PH) and 2 were seen in E l l i s v i l l e  on 
the 28th (T L L 'E ). At Tuckernuck 1398 White-winged Scoters, and 975 Black 
Scoters were noted on the CBC, and Nantucket's CBC recorded 1901 Black 
Scoters. Seventy Ruddy Ducks were seen on the Cambridge R eservo ir in  
L incoln  on the i+th (RAF), hut my nonth's end very few were reported due 
to  the fr e e z in g  ponds. The Cambridge R eservo ir a lso  harbored 5!+ Hooded 
and 195 Common Mergansers on the i*th (RAF). The Cape Cod CBC reported 
201 Common Mergansers and the Plymouth CBC noted 217. Red-breasted 
Merganser CBC to ta ls  were: Quincy-659, Boston-297, Cape Cod-265, Nan-
tucket-795, Newburyport-136, and Plymouth-556.

RAPTORS

A very la te  Turkey Vulture was observed f ly in g  over Nahant on the 2nd 
(S Z ); the previous la te  date was 11/17/58 in Truro, and there is  one 
w in ter record  from Chatham, 1/17/63. Nine Goshawks were noted. Twenty- 
e igh t Sharp-shinned Hawks were reported  and a s in g le  Cooper's Hawk was 
id e n t i f ie d  in  Lancaster on the 31st (HLM). The number o f  R ed -ta iled  
Hawks were e sp e c ia lly  noteworthy w ith 32 on the Boston CBC, 23 on the 
W orcester count and 37 on the Newburyport CBC. S ingle Red-shouldered 
Hawks were noted from M il l is  on the 17th (WED), Wareham (CBC-WRP#), 
Brookline (CBC-AA) and in  Orleans íCBC). Rough-legged Hawks were re 
ported in  excep tiona l numbers w ith  5^ in d iv idu á is  noted throughout 
eastern Massachusetts. An immature Bald Eagle continuad in  Orleans 
through the l8 th  (RMB#, v . o . ) .  T o ta l CBC counts o f  Marsh Hawks were: 
Tuckernuck-6, Nantucket-28, Cape Cod-15, Newburyport-7. There were 9 
ad d ition a l b irds reported  from 7 lo c a t io n s . An Osprey was found on the 
Martha's Vineyard CBC. However, i t  d ied  a short time la te r .  A s in g le  
Peregrine Falcon was reported over Dorchester on the 23rd (JDO'R).
S ing le  M erlins were noted from Eastham on the Lth (RMB#), from Scituate 
a lso  on the Lth (WRP, SH), from GMNWR on the 15th (RKW, Martha's Vine- 
yard ( CBC) , Tuckernuck (CBC) and ^  on Cape Cod (CBC). Totals o f  Americaij 
K es tre ls  on CBC were: Boston-25, Capé Cod-31, Newburyport-22, and P ly -
mouth-lL.

GROOSE THROUGH SHOREBIRDS

Nineteen Ruffed Grouses were noted; the c lo ses t to  Boston was a s in g le  
b ird  in the M iddlesex F e lls  (CBC-PMR). Bobwhite CBC to ta ls  inelude 65 
in  Buzzards Bay, 26 on Cape Cod, k9 in  Plymouth, and 12 in  M edfield .

A Clapper R a il was flushed from the marsh around East Boston on the lOth 
(RRV, SAP), and 2 were noted from WBWS, (CBC-WWB). Th irty-tw o V irg in ia  
R a ils  were noted, and a Sora was noted from GMNWR on the 22nd and 30th 
(RKW). a  Common G a llin u le  was seen o f f  and on at Horn Pond, Woburn,
( f id e  GWG) and 2 were noted on the Nantucket CBC.

F o rty -e igh t K illd e e rs  were noted from 8 Coastal lo ca tion s  during the 
month, and 1 was found in  Northbridge on the l l t h  (NEM). B la ck -b e llied
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Plovers to ta led  lU from the Quincy count, 55 on the Cape Cod CBC and i* 
were noted on the Newhuryport CBC. Twelve Ruddy Turnstones were found 
on the Nantucket CBC and 1 was noted on the Boston and Plymouth CBC's.
An American Woodeock was found in Saugus on the l6 th  (A S ), and 27 Com- 
mon Snipes were reported throughout the month from 8 lo c a l i t i e s .  A 
W llle t  ( o f  the western race) was c a re fu lly  noted on the l8 th  in Eastham 
(CBC-WRP, KSAff). The only recent December record is  in 197^ where a 
W ille t  was present on Nauset from the ls t -7 th . Two Greater Yellow legs 
were found in  E. Boston on the lOth (RRV^), and 1 was noted on the Quincy 
CBC and 2 on the Cape Cod CBC. Red Knots were present throughout the 
month in  S c itu a te , w ith a high count o f  20 on the Uth (SH, WRP); the 
Quincy count recorded 25, w h ile the Plymouth CBC noted 32. High counts 
o f  Purple Sandpipers inelude 85 on the Boston CBC, 35 on the Nantucket 
CBC and 62 were found in  Rockport on the 3rd (BBC, VA). Over 800 Dun- 
lin s  were estim ated from Scituate on the Uth (WRP, SH), w h ile the counts 
in Quincy recorded 608, Boston-2Ul and Cape Cod noted 2672. Lon g -b illed  
Dowitchers were reported from Newhuryport on the 3rd when 3 were seen 
(RPE, WRP); a s in g le  b ird  was found on the lOth (PA) and _5 were ca re fu l
ly  id e n t if ie d  on the CBC there on the 26th (WRP#). Another adult Long- 
b i l le d  Dowitcher was found in  Scituate on the Uth (WRP, SH). An uni- 
d e n t if ie d  dowitcher was observed on the Uth at Nauset (CAG, BN). A 
c a lid r is  (s p .? ) sandpiper was noted from Newhuryport on the 3rd (WRP,
RPE). A Marbled Godwit was found in  E. Boston on the 2nd (S Z ); s in g le  
Marbled Godwits were reported in  December o f  1973, 197^> and 1975 but 
a l l  from Cape Cod. Sanderlings to ta le d  135 on the Nantucket CBC, 1*35 on 
the Boston CBC and 2l*8 on the Plymouth CBC.

SKUAS THROUGH ALCIDS

A skua (s p .? ) was noted o f f  I s t  Encounter on the 7th (BN, CAG). The only 
other skua reports in  recent Decembers inelude 1 in  Rockport in  1973 and 
2 from Nantucket Shoals in  1976. Inland reports o f  Glaucous Gulls in - 
clude 1 in C linton on the l8 th  (HLM) and 2 were reported on the Worcester 
CBC on the 17th. T h irty  Iceland Gulls were counted along Cape Ann on the 
19th (CWL) and 23 were reported on the Newhuryport CBC. R in g -b ille d  Gull 
CBC to ta ls  inelude: 868 in  Quincy, 302 in  Boston, 290 on Cape Cod, and 
136 in  Newburyport. Black-headed Gulls continué in  good nianbers in  the 
Boston Harbor area w ith 9 in  E. Boston on the lOth (SAP, RRV), and 8 were 
found on the Quincy CBC; two adults were noted from Newburyport on the 
3rd (WRP, RPE) and s in g les  were found in  Orleans, Nauset and E. Falmouth 
( CBC's). At Manomet over 1000 Bonaparte's Gulls were noted on the 8th 
(MBO) w ith a near 700 on the Tuckernuck CBC and over 500 on the Newbury
port CBC. W intering Laughing Gulls numbered 21 in  the Revere-Winthrop 
area (BBC-RHS) ea r ly  in the month w ith  only 1-2 there  by month's end; 
another s in g le  Laughing Gull was noted on the Plymouth CBC. In the New- 
buryport-Salisbury area 1-2 L i t t l e  Gulls were present o f f  and on during 
the month. The CBC to ta ls  fo r  B lack-legged K ittiw akes were: 820-Tucker-
nuck, 1201-Nantucket, and 1500-Cape Cod. A F o rs te r 's  Tern was found in 
Newburyport on the i*th (WRP, RPE); other la te  occurrences were 12/U/68 
when 2 were observed in  W e l l f le e t ,  and more re cen tly  at Newburyport on 
12/3/72 (RAF^). More s ta r t l in g  was the record o f  a Common Tern on the 
l8 th  at Nantucket (CBC-John Dennis#). Only occasional s tra gg le rs  remain 
in to  November w ith no records fo r  December, and only one record fo r  Jan- 
uary (1/3/5^)•

At Cape Ann 125 a lc id s  were moving along Andrews Po in t on the 19th, most
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o f  which were thought to  be R azorb ills  (CWL). As many as 1* Black G u il- 
lemots were foiind at Rockport during the month ( v . o . ) ,  w hlle 3 were noted 
from Ipswich on the 26th (CBC). A s in g le  Black Guillemot was found in 
Sandwich on the 21st (RFP).

OWLS THROUGH SWALLOWS

The Greater Boston CBC recorded 7 species o f  ow ls , w ith an add itiona l 
species during count period . H igh ligh ts were 2 Barn Owls found in  a 
chimney on Thompson's Is lan d , 17 Screech, 5 Great Horned, i* Barred, 2 
Short-eared, and s in g le  Long-eared and Saw-whet Owls. A Snowy Owl was 
observed over Route 2 in  Lexington on the 17th (JD 'R ), and another was 
seen in B y fie ld  on the 25th (TJ ). Barn Owls were a lso  noted on the Mar- 
th a 's  Vineyard and Cape Cod CBC and one was picked up dead in Rockport 
on the 17th (OK). The Newburyport CBC reported 13 Screech, 8 Great 
Horned Owls, and a Saw-whet Owl. Two Long-eared Owls were present o f f  
and on throughout the month (JMA), and 3 were noted on the Cape Cod CBC.

Eighteen B elted  K ingfishers were reported from the Cape Cod CBC, w hile 
8 on the Quincy CBC was the next h ighest máximum. The m ilder w in ter sea- 
son on Cape Cod accounts fo r  115 Common F lick ers  on the Cape Cod CBC ve r
sus 15 on the Boston CBC. Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported from 
G loucester most o f the month (V A #+v.o .), from Weston on the 5th (LJR) 
and in  Dover on the 12th-13th (Mrs. Kenneth K in g ). W intering Ye llow - 
b e l l ie d  Sapsuckers were reported from Chatham on the l l t h  ( f i  de BíJ) ,  at 
the Arnold Arboretum on the Boston CBC (HHD'E#) and on Nantucket on the 
26th (CJ). T h irty  Hairy Woodpeckers were recorded on the Boston CBC, 
w h ile  only 6 were noted on the Cape Cod CBC. A to ta l  o f  lU8 Downy Wood
peckers were counted on the Boston CBC.

An empidonax fly ca tc h e r  was found in Salem on the 3rd (RSH), es tab lish - 
ing the la te s t  record fo r  an empidonax fly ca tch e r  in Massachusetts.
Horned Larks to ta le d  228 on the Newburyport CBC, fo r  a new high fo r  that 
CBC. Four 'Tree Swallows were noted from south Plymouth on the 23rd 
(MBO s t a f f ) .

BLUE JAYS THROUGH MIMIDS

The CBC to ta ls  fo r  Blue Jays inelude ¡t i l  in  Quincy, 1091 in Boston, 719 
in  Newburyport, í*22 in  A tho l and 5^6 in Plymouth. The a ll- t im e  high
count fo r  Blue Jays is  2,837 from Concord. A Common Crow roost in
Waltham (LJR) contained an estimated 2,000 b ir d s , w h ile other roosts 
were noted from West Roxbury (rmb) and Natick (EWT); only a few Fish
Crows were reported  w ith  6 on the Boston CBC and 3-5 were noted from
Weston (LJR). Black-capped Chickadee CBC to ta ls  were up from 1976; most 
notab le was Newburyport w ith  770 reported as compared w ith  only 199 
la s t  year. Other CBC to ta ls  included 8 l l  in  Boston, 672 in A tho l, and 
907 on Cape Cod. A Boreal Chickadee was noted in West Boylston on the 
17th (BB) and another was present in Lexington from the 2hth to  the 26th 
(JWA). Tu fted  Titm ice CBC to ta ls  include 122 in Quincy and 155 in 
Boston. W hite-breasted Nuthatch CBC to ta ls  were I 06, W orcester; 171, 
Boston; 72 Newburyport, and 51 in  A thol. The Red-breasted xNuthatch in 
vasión o f th is  past f a l l  was s t i l l  nuch in evidence w ith  the CBC to ta ls .  
The fo llow in g  chart ind i cates the to ta ls  fo r  1976 and 1977 fo r  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches.
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CBC 1976 1977

Athol 5 8
Boston 23 127
Newburyport 5 20
Quincy 2 12

In Weston, over 200 Red-breasted Nuthatches were counted on the 26th 
(LJR)

Twenty Brown Creepers were seen on the'Boston CBC, one o f  which was taken 
by a Northern Shrlke in  the M iddlesex F e lls .  In Newburyport li* Brown 
Creepers were counted as compared w ith only U in 1976. House Wrens were 
reported from Orleans and on the 3rd (BN,CAG), in  East Falmouth on the 
IT th  (CAG), and s in g les  on the Quincy and Plymouth CBC's fo r  a t o t a l  o f 
6 as compared w ith 0, 3, 0, 2, 1 fo r  the la s t  5 years. In Melrose 1-2 
W inter Wrens were present throughout the month (jW A +v .o .), w hile 2 were 
noted on the Plymouth CBC and s in g les  on the Buzzards Bay, Cape Cod and 
Newburyport CBC's. S ixteen Carolina Wrens were noted on the Buzzards 
Bay CBC, they seem to  be holding a steady population there since l8  were 
noted on that count la s t  year. A t o t a l  o f 8 L on g -b illed  Marsh Wrens 
were seen in  Harwich on the l8 th  (CBC-BN) and 2 were seen in  the Saugus 
Marsh on the Boston CBC, fo r  an unusual w in ter record north o f Boston 
(S Z ,C J ).

Mockingbird CBC to ta ls  changed very l i t t l e  from 1976, w ith 59 in  Quincy, 
101 in  Boston, 80 on Cape Cod, 39 in Newburyport and 51 in  Plymouth. On 
Tuckernuck 6 Gray Catbirds were noted, and 5 were counted on the Nantuck- 
e t CBC; the most northerly  report was in  Brookline on the l8 th  (CBC-DA). 
Eight Brown Thrashers were recorded from seven l o c a l i t i e s , most South o f  
Boston.

THRUSHES THROUGH WARBEERS

American Robin CBC to ta ls  inelude 337 in  Boston, 359 on Cape Cod and 52 
at Newburyport. C erta in ly  one o f  the h igh ligh ts  o f  the month was the 
m ild invasión o f  Varied Thrush reports w ith  s in g les  reported from Brew- 
s te r  on the 5th (MLE), from Bedford on the 17th (LFoss), from Melrose 
on the l8 th -31st (CBC-JNA+v.o.) ,  from Ipswich on the 26th (HW^) and from 
West Concord on the 25th (VB#), F ive Hermit Thrushes were reported  -viith 
1 in  Boxford being the most n ortherly  (CBC). In Chatham 7 Eastern Blue- 
birds were reported (HR#+v.o.) during the month.

Only 18 Golden-crowned K inglets were reported during the month, the low- 
est number w ith in  the la s t  f i v e  years fo r  December. Ruby-crowned King
le ts  however to ta le d  7 in d iv id u á is , a l l  from Plymouth south, showing no 
re la tion sh ip  w ith  the s ca rc ity  o f  Golden-crowned K in g le ts . Two Water 
P lp its  were noted from G loucester on the 3rd (BBC-VA) and a s in g le  p ip it  
was noted from Revere on the H h ( rHS). Only small flo ck s  o f  Cedar Wax- 
wings were noted during the month w ith  a máximum o f only 75 on the Cape 
Cod CBC.

Northern Shrikes continuad from November w ith 23+ reported during the 
month, w h ile an adult Loggerhead Shrike was c a re fu lly  studied in  Cantón 
on the 2nd (RMB). We are sorry to  report that the S ta r lin g  roosts are
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s t i l l  s ta r t l in g  in  Quincy and Boston w lth  100,000+ and 87,800+ respec- 
t i v e ly  reportad  on the CBC.

There were 3 Orange-crowned Warblers reportad w lth  s in g les  in  Barnstable 
(RFP) on the 13th, Warehám on the IJ th  (CBC-WRP#) and in  Chatham on the 
l8 th  (CBC-VS). Yellow-rumped Warbler CBC to ta ls  Inelude 130, Quincy;
265 Tuckernuck; 227, Nantucket; 973, Cape Cod; 131, Plymouth; and ¡tO on 
P I .  A Plne Warbler was found in  Salem on the 3rd ( IG ) ,  and Palm Warb- 
le r s  to ta le d  h on the Cape Cod CBC, and 7 were sean in  Bridgew ’ te r  on 
the 27th (RSH). At Great Meadows, Concord, 1-2 Common Yellow throats 
were present between the 8 th - llth . Four Ye llcw -breasted  Chats were noted 
during the month w ith s in g les  in  Salem on the 3rd (RSH), S cituate on 
the Uth (SH#), Falmouth on the 17th (CBC-VL) and 1 was noted in  Waltham 
from the Is t- lO th  (PM ).

MEADOWLARKS THROUGH SHOW BIMTINGS

As many as Eastern Meadowlarks were counted in  Bridgewater on the 
26th (RSH), and Zk were reported on the Plymouth CBC. A few small 
w in ter in g  flo ck s  o f  Redwinged Blackbirds were noted during the month 
w ith  a máximum o f  ju s t ¡tO on the Nantucket CBC. A number o f  Northern 
O rio les  were w in ter ing  in  d if fe r e n t  areas o f  eastern Massachusetts as 
summarlzed below:

Northern O r io le s :

8,., 10 Wayland, Ipswich 1, 1
1 5 , 18 Cantón, Chatham 1, 1
20, 31 Wayland (d i f f e r e n t ) ,  Rockland 1, 1

J.Santamaría, JIí 
R.Michener, CBC-BN 
H.Chamberlin, f id e  MJL

Two Rusty B lackbirds were noted at GMNWR on the l 6th (RKW), 3 were re 
ported  on the Boston CBC, and 2 on the Buzzards Bay CBC. A w in tering 
f lo c k  o f  Common Grackles to ta le d  150+ in  Dedham on the 27th-28th (EC), 
and a flo c k  o f  100 Brown-headed Cowbirds were noted from L it t le t o n  on the 
í^th ( J B ). Western Tanagers were reported  from Nantucket on the Uth-5th 
(JD ), from Manomet on the 13th (MBO s t a f f ) ,  and one was picked up dead 
on the 27th (NH) in  Belmont— specimen to  MAS. In Boston lU l Cardinals 
were counted on the CBC, I 08 were noted on the Cape Cod CBC and were 
reported  on the Newburyport CBC. An Ind igo  Buntlng was reported  from 
Nantucket ( f id e  EFA) on the l 8th fo r  an extrem ely la te  record. The only 
o ther w in ter record is  from B i l le r ic a  on 2/22/53 where i t  remained u n t il 
k/lk/33. D ickc isse ls  were noted from Truro on the Uth (RMB^) and from 
Cantón on the 26th (B B lak e ly ). Evening Grosbeak to ta ls  were not qu ite 
as high along the coast as they were in land w ith  A tho l reporting  937*
Only 3 Pxirple Finches were reported on the Quincy CBC, w h ile were 
noted on the neanby Boston CBC. House Finches continué to  in crease ; 
w h ile  not so evident in  Greater Boston and Cape Cod, other areas show 
a marked increase since 1972. Below is  a 1972 and 1977 comparison fo r  
House Finches.

CBC 1972 1977
Cape Cod Ú¿9 Ú62
Greater Boston 139 155
Nantucket 0 86
Newburyport 15 59
Quincy Itl 111
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As many as 85 Plne Grosbeaks were reportad between the lT -31st from 9 
l o c a l i t i e s .  Common Redpolls a rr ived  in  good numbers at mid-month w ith 
71 on the Worcester CBC, 139 reportad on the Boston CBC, and 176 on the 
A thol CBC. Fine Siskins continuad in  exceptiona l numbers and CBC to ta ls  
inelude: 122, W orcester; 272, Cape Cod; 1*87,Boston; 175, Newburyport;
and 311+ in  A tho l. The CBC to ta ls  fo r  Americein Goldfinches were normal 
w ith  452 in  Boston; 318, Cape Cod; 25 *̂, Newburyport and 13I* in  Plymouth. 
Red C rossb ills  to ta le d  36 on the Newburyport CBC and IO8 on the Plymouth 
CBC. The number o f White-winged C rossb ills  continuad to  increase w ith 
191 reported  on the Boston CBC and 199 on the W orcester CBC. W intering 
Rufous-sided Towhees inelude the fo llow in g  CBC to ta ls :  Boston, U; Nan-
tu ck e t, 1*; and Plymouth, 3.

On Plymouth Beach 1* "Ipswich Sparrows" were notad on the CBC (TL 'D ).
Two Sharp -ta iled  Sparrows and 1 Seaside Sparrow were notad at Nauset on 
the l 6th (CBC-WRP); another S harp -ta iled  Sparrow was seen in E. Boston 
on the lOth (RRV#). A Lark Sparrow v is ita d  a feeder in Needham on the 
5th where i t  remained through the end o f  the month (DHottle + v .o . ) .  
Dark-eyed Jixnco CBC to ta ls  inelude: 138, Quiney; 73 *̂, Boston; 182, New
buryport; and 268 in  Plymouth. High co*mts o f  Tree Sparrows inelude 
1+92 in  Newburyport and 361 in  Boston CBC's. A Chipping Sparrow was 
notad in  the Barnstable-Sandwich area on the 8th (R F P ) .E le v e n  F ie ld  
Sparrows were noted on both the Quiney and Plymouth CBC's, and 6 were 
noted from Weston on the 17th (LJR). The sparrow h igh ligh t was an im- 
mature f i r s t  w in ter H a rr is ' Sparrow found in  Belmont on the l6 th  where 
i t  remained u n t il the 2l*th (PM +v.o.). For the 2nd year in  a row the 
Nantucket CBC recordad White-crowned Sparrows; 3 adults were noted 
from Danvers on the 23rd (RSH) and s in g les  were noted in  Stoneham (MM) 
and on the Boston and Tuckernuck CBC's. W hite-throated Sparrows were 
way down from 1976 records as summarized below:

CBC 1976 1977
Cape Cod 1*85 112
Greater Boston 1*72 185
Newburyport 153 1*5
Plymouth 1*89 93

Twenty-two Fox Sparrows were noted on the Boston CBC and 23 others were 
recorded from 10 lo c a l i t i e s .  In Lancaster h Swamp Sparrows were found 
from the l8 th  on (HLM) and 2 were noted on the Newburyport CBC. The 
to ta ls  o f  Song Sparrows were a lso  down from la s t  year , w ith 50 in Quin- 
oy; 55, Tuckernuck; 203, Boston; 56, Newburyport; and 97 in  Plymouth. 
Lapland Longspurs to ta le d  Uo in  Salisbury on the CBC as the month's 
máximum. On Martha's Vineyard 150 Snow Buitings were found on the CBC 
and h l were noted in Framingham on the 25th-26th (RAF).

R. H. S.
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ADDENDA

November 19TT
Red-breasted Merganser: 11/12 Barnstable H,700 RFP
Red-shouldered Hawk; 11/16 Brewster 1 CAG
Red Phalarope: 11/11 F.E. U WB
F o rs te r 's  Tern: 11/15 Barnstable 1 RFP
Caspian Tern: 11/3 Eastfaam 9 CAG
Barn Owl: 11/3 East Orleains (severe - 1 

ly  in ju red - la te r  d ied )
R .P rescott

11/25 Hyannis 1 VL
Barn Swallow: 11/12 Orleans 1 BN,CAG
Western K ingbird: 11/10 Eastham 1 CAG
L in co ln 's  Spaxrow: 11/6 W e llf le e t 1 BN

BIRD SIGHTINGS ON PARKER RIVER REFUGE

S ta rtin g  immediately " In te re s tin g  Observations" sheets w i l l  be maintained 
at the Parker R ive r National W lld l i fe  Refuge (Plum Is la n d ). The sheets 
w i l l  be on a c lipboard  loca ted  in s ide  the gatehouse on the western w a ll 
at the main entrance to  the Refuge.

The personnel would l ik e  you to  f e e l  fr e e  to  stop and use these sheets 
at any tim e. Even when the gatehouse is  unattended, the door is  open 
to  a llow  you to  r e fe r  to  the l ls t ln g s  o f b ird  s lgh tings or to  record 
l is t ln g s  o f  yovT own observations.

Patricia Ledlie-booksdfer Box 46 Buckfieid, Maine 04220 
(207) 336-2969

Out of Print. Pare

ODNITHOLOGY BOOKé.
Catalogues Issued Dy Appointment
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TIDE CHART

Here is  the t id e  tab le  fo r  Boston Harbor; add one hour fo r  D aylight 
Savings Time.
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2 9  i-Saaial 7.2SHigh 12 29 Haîl 11.9 Lo» 6.50Hn̂ -2 2 Siaina 401

FRIOAY
2 3

High 1 06
l̂  70Í8 Ha# -19S.ixl 72S

High 717Ha# 8.8le» 1.07 Ha# 03 Siiiiia 4.11
RIDAV High 7.40
3 0  H 'ii^  Saatal 7.2SHigh 124 Hagk 117 Lo» 7.43 Ha-lt -1.9 Saanx 408

SATVIMY
2 4

High 2.01 Ha# 10.6 lo» 8.04 Ha# -0.7 Siaiai 7.2S
High 8.14Ha# 87lo» 2.03Ha#l 0.2 ... 4 12

SATURDAY High 8.31■ Ha# 99 
1 le» 2.12
* iría. 7°2:lOSTON JUME_, lOSTONOaai# Saî lOSTON■"GÍriwBns"̂

T id a l d iffe ren ces  from Boston High Tide

Newburyport 31 minutes la ten
Scituate 5 minutes e a r l ie r
Plymouth 5 minutes la ten
Chatham (ou ts id e ) 30 minutes la ten

(in s id e ) (1 hr) 5̂ minutes la ten
New Bedford (3 h rs ) 15 minutes ean lien
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