
th is  data. As Mark F u lle r  described , a new report form that he and 
Chandler Robhins have proposed w l l l  f a c i l í t a t e  th is  data processing.
Such a form— properly f i l le d  out— is essential for use by keypunch op- 
erators who may know nothing about birds but who are responsible for 
putting your observations into a language that can be understood by a 
Computer.

The Passenger P igeon , Heath Hen, and Carolina Paraikeet became ex tin c t 
without widespread public  action . The recent p lig h t  o f  the Peregrine 
Falcon shocked a nation . Y e t, i t  is  s t i l l  unclear whether th is  la t t e r -  
day concern r e f le c t s  a g rea ter sympathy toward nature or merely appre- 
hension fo r  human su rv iva l. Has the canary in  the coa l mine only been 
rep laced  by the fa lcon  in  the f i e l d  as our e co lo g ic a l ea rly  warning 
System?

HMANA is  attempting to  understand how and why the " v is ib le  rap tors" sur- 
v iv e ,  at home and on the wing. By th is  e f f o r t  we may b e n e fit ;  fo r  th is  
e f f o r t  the assoc ia tion  deserves your support.

AN TironvATlVE WAY TO TAC, WOOD DUCKñ
by Ronald C layton, Winchester

Color-marking b irds to  study th e ir  movements is  important. However, 
capturing and marking the birds o ften  has adverse e f fe c ts  on th e ir  sub- 
sequent behavior. For exajnple, d istu rb ing a Wood Duck on i t s  nest 
during egg la y in g  or incubation may cause abandonment.

How b io lo g is ts  at the Massachusetts D iv is ión  o f  F isheries  and W ild l i fe  
have found a way to  color-mark nesting Wood Ducks without handling them. 
A hook is  screwed in to  each córner o f  the long predator guarcl on the 
box, and a la rg e  rubber band is  stretched  over the four hooks. When the 
Wood Duck enters the nesting box, the rubber band is  d islodged and snaps 
around the duck's neck. A s tr ip  o f b r ig h tly  co lored  v in y l fla gg in g  a t-  
ached to  the rubber band makes i t  v is ib le  at one hundred yards or more. 
The v in y l f la g s  are a lso  numbered so that in d iv id u a l birds can be iden- 
t i f i e d .  Marking Wood Ducks in  th is  manner does not a f fe c t  th e ir  f ly in g ,  
fe ed in g , preen ing, or egg lay in g .

The co lors are designed fo r  short-term  use and begin to  wear away a fte r  
a couple o f  months. By the fo llow in g  sp ring , even the rubber,bands may 
have disappeared. This new color-marking method is  en important advance 
in  learn ing more about Wood Ducks during the nesting season without the 
r is k  o f  eggs or young being abandoned.
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