
j\ist from walking around, fish in g , or perhaps canoeing without making 
the park In to  a motorized, man-made playground.

For an even longer-ranged view o f the area, I  see the lake i t s e l f  and 
the l i f e  In and around i t  as heing in Just a temporarjr, emerging vege- 
ta tion  stage— that i s ,  w ith certain  plants such as ca tta ils  breaking the 
surface o f the water and starting to  f i l l  in  around the edges and to - 
wards the center. Then a fte r  many more years , the lake as we know i t  
w i l l  only be wét when i t  rains , and even la te r  in time i t  w i l l  be a. 
fo res t. By tnen the Red Fine stand should be a climax fo res t o f  beech 
anii maple, and also be more conducive to  w i ld l i fe  because o f more d i- 
v e rs ity  o f  the surrounding vegetation . Not fo rever w i l l  the loud "pump- 
ing" o f the B ittern  (o r , S take-driver) be heard echoing across the lake 
on an A p r il dawn. But fo r  now, i t  sounds ju st fin e .

WATERFOWL BREEBING SUCGESS IN 197? 

by Theodore H. Atkinson, B l l le r ic a

The waterfowl breeding grounds suivey oonducted th is  past spring by the
U.S. Fish and W ild life  Service, the Canadian W ild life  Service, and various 
S tate agencies noted a marked reductlon in  breedlng-ground conditions 
throughout western Cemada and bordering areas o f the ü iiited .StatfeBi-:A^berta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, the Dakotas, Montana, and Minnesota normally pro
duce 50 to  75 P®r cent o f the North American duck population, This re 
gión  is  p o s t-g la c ia l, with many lakes and potholes, but i t  a lso rece ives  
a h igh ly va riab le  annual r a in fa l l  which resu lts  in  frequent periods o f 
drought.

The de ter io ra tion  o f conditions in  these areas was due to  a major drought 
that has a ffe c ted  most o f western Ganada and the United States since the 
summer o f  1976, Last autumn and w inter were mild, with record high temí 
peratures that increased evaporation o f ground water. P rec ip ita tion  over 
the drought area was 50 per cent below normal, and some areas reported 
the d r ie s t conditions ever recorded. In  May heavy rains provided only 
temporary r e l i e f .

In  Southern Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and A lberta  the breeding duck popu
la t io n  was down 25 to  50 per cent, and Montana and Noi-th Dakota condi
t ion s  were s im ila r. Though South Dsikota's water le v e ls  were up th is  
yeeir, the duck population was down. In  contrast, Minnesota's duck popu
la t io n  was somewhat higher than la s t  year, despite a decrease in  water 
area.

Dismal as the p icture was in  tra d it io n a l breeding areas, stable water 
conditions to  the north attracted  a la rge  number o f ducks by early  May. 
Nevertheless, these northern areas have tra d it io n a lly  produced poorer 
breeding resu lts .

However, the to ta l duck breeding population appears to  be less  than in  
1976. T rad itio n a lly  the most numerous species, the Mallard, decreased 
5 per cent from 1976; other breeding populations fared as fo llow s:
Gadwall +5 psf cents American Wigeon -1; Green-winged Teal +6j Blue- 
winged TeaJ. -8; Northern Shoveler -11 j P in ta il -18; Redhead -27:
Canvasback +2; and scaup +7. O vera ll, the breeding populations o f these 
10 species declined an averaige o f 4 per cent.

8


