
birds, and about the use and usefulness o f the masses o f data we a l l  
cheerfu lly  c o lle c t  each year on Christmas Blrd Counts.

A SUPERE 1977-78 INVASION OF EED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 

by L e i f  J. Robinson, W ellesley

I t  Is  w ell known that southwajrd autumn migrations o f the Red-breasted 
Nuthatch are quite unpredictable, though they are probably Induced by 
fa llu res  o f the northem cone crop (C. E. Bock and L. W. Lepthlen, 
American B irds. 26, 3> 558).

As observed in  Weston, the 1977-78 autumn invasión and subsequent 
wintering was unprecedented and may r e f le c t  the greatest in flu x  o f th is  
species ever recorded in  Massachusetts. For example, B a iley 's  Birds in 
Massachusetts (1955) gives th is  charaoterization: "Durlng years when
d e fin ite  f a l l  f l ig h ts  have materiailized, 6 to  20 birds have been report­
ad per day." Yet, during about four hours on December 26th, I  and three 
companlons saw approximately 200 Red-breasted NuthatohesJ

The acoompanying graph shows my birds-per-hour counts at Weston Reser- 
v o lr , an area especia lly  favored by th is  species. Open c irc le s  represen! 
data from June, 197^i through June, 1977— an in te rva l without pronounced 
autumn migration—dots from July, 1977. through March, 1978. From these 
observations, I  conclude that the 1977-78 invasión probably began in  la te  
August (the June dot peidains to  fledging success o f lo ca l breeding 
b ird s ). Though th is  tlming is  in  substeintial agreement with Bailey, the 
1977-78 f l ig h t  continuad u n tll December, in  marked disagreement with his 
statement that autumn migration ceases by mid October. A fte r  reaching a 
peak, the numbers declined about as rap id ly as they b u llt  up. I  a t t r i-  
bute th is  f a l l - o f f  to  the exhaustion o f food suppliesi during February, 
when the decline was most rapid, my back yard population increased sub- 
s ta n tia lly .

In  another paper (American B irds, 25, 6, 9^5), Bock and R. Smith found 
that Invaslons o f Red-breasted Nuthatch were cojrrelated with those o f 
Red C rossb lll. Observations in  Weston during the winter o f 1977-78 
support that conclusionj I t  was an excellen t year fo r  a l l  "w inter finches.

In  summary, the birds-per-hour data revealed that the autumn migration o f 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (a t  least during th is  f l ig h t  year) persisted l-l 
months or so longer than the lim it  c ited  by Bailey. I t  seems impossible 
to  determine whether th is  extensión was due to  the magnitude o f the in ­
vasión, an anomalous lo ca l concentratlon o f birds, or defic ien c les  in  
the data Bailey assessed. Banding records might substantially illum lnate 
the in terpretation  o f the remarkable 1977-78 f l ig h t  o f th is  topsy-turvy 
bird.

FOR SALEi The Land-Blrds and Game-Birds o f New England, 1895, 8y H.D, 
Mlnot. For Information contact Mrs. Lyman S. Rayes, 19 Gypsy T ra ll,  
Weston, MA 02193. Telephone 894-1470.
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MILLIONS FROM LICENSES

A record 60 m illlon  Americans spent cióse to  $318 m llllon  on state hunt- 
ing and flsh ing llcenses in  19?6, Both figures are record highs and show 
that One o f f iv e  Americans enjoy the outdoors in  these ways. The revenues 
derlved from these license sales enahle states to conduct th e ir  f is h  and 
w ild l i fe  conservation and management programs. Addtitonal funds come from 
Federal Aid in  Fish and W ild life  Restoration prograjns under which states 
are reimhursed up to 75 psi" cent o f the cost o f approved projects.

T.H.A.

SHOW GEESE FUTURES

The A tlan tic  Snow Goose population has heen increasing since 1971> reach- 
ing approximately 1551000 tird s  tiy May o f 1977» This number is  considerad 
to  he the máximum that the availahle habitat can support. Hunting regu- 
la tion s in  1976 were designad to  control the bireeding populationj imfor- 
tunately they did not succeed. Thus, crop depredations and sa lt maxsh eat 
outs become the lim itin g  factors» The hunting season fo r  Snow Geese was 
doubled in  1977 (to  60 days) in  hopas o f cu rta ilin g the population before 
i t  ibecomes detremental to  i t s e l f  and to the environment,

T.H.A.

MEXICAN DUCK STATUS REVIEW

Most o f the Mexican Ducks in  the United States, which are o ffic iaJ .ly  
c la s s if ied  an "endangered", may be Mexican Duck and Mallard hybrids. A 
recent study reportad almost 90 per cent o f museum specimens o f Mexican- 
lik e  ducks taken in  the United States were actually hybrids. A status re- 
view by the U.S. Fish and W ild life  Service w i l l  determine whether any 
populations o f the Mexicanlike ducks should be proposed fo r  re c la ss ifica - 
tion  from endangered to  threatened or removed from the l i s t  altogether.

T.H.A.

25


