
THRJE INSTAMCES OF UNUSUAL HUHTING BEHAVIOR IN OWLS 

by Joseph C. Broyles, Groton

1. This was reported to the writer by Ms. Jan Deleiney, at whose house the events oc~ 
curred in mid-January. The family has a parakeet in a cage very cióse to a kitchen 
window. About 5 P.M. or so, a series of thumps against the window was heard and the 
parakeet became very agitated. Upon investigation outdoors, Ms. Delaney found a red 
phase Screech Owl perched in a tree by the window, and it was inferred that the owl 
had been trying to reach the parakeet repeatedly and collided instead with the win
dow. The same thumping sounds and parakeet agitation occurred the next morning at 
about 6 A.M. and a check outdoors again reveaded the owl perched in the tree.

2. On January 19, about 3:30 P.M., after cross-country skiing out of a small stand of 
pines and spruce by the Nashua River in Groton, the writer noticed several small 
feathers on the trail. A quick sean of the crpen area revealed a trail of feathers 
and a trail of drag marks with intermittent primary feather tracks in the snow.
These led to a Saw-whet Owl perched on the fresh but headless remains of an American 
Robin about 3 meters from the ski trail. The marks in the snow reveal that the owl 
had traveled at least twice this distance on the snow, apparently trying to fly and 
possibly having difficulty in subduing the prey. Although it was in open, sunlit 
woods, the owl's pupils were very large, suggesting fear when confrontad at such 
cióse range by three noisy, gesturing skiiers. Nonetheless, the owl stood its ground 
while we watched for five minutes or so. We then departed, leaving the owl still 
clinging resolutely to its unusual and hard-won meal.

3. About February 9th at about 6 P.M. at the Groton School, Groton, Massachusetts, a 
bird-watching student and several others saw a Screech Owl trying to fly up into and 
behind some decorativa wooden blocks where the schol buildings' brock walls meet wood 
just below the roof. These blocks are simulated end-beams with several inches of 
space between them and also between them and the wall. House Sparrows nest behind 
the blocks. The owl is somewhat large for the spaces and in atten^ting to gain entry 
was forced to cling, nearly upside down, to the woodwork. The owl apparentJy never 
did get in.

It is possible that the owl was seeking shelter, but this owl, or another one just 
like it, has been observad on much colder days perched in much more e:q>osed locations 
on and around our school buildings, quite oblivious to the comings and goings of 
hundreds of people all day long just 15 feet below its perch. Thus, one is tempted 
to believe that the owl was, on this occasion, trying to obtain some House Sparrows 
for supper.

¡ H I ^ I M I N G B I R D
t C l R C U S
F E E D E R

G ia n t q u a r t  s ize h u m m in g b ird  fe e d e r w ith  
8  fe e d in g  s ta tío n s , 4  perches, a n d  to u g h  
b o t t ie  re ft i la b le  w íth o u t  re m o v in g  f ro m  
d u ra b le  base. Best ava ila b te  —  designed  
and  m a n u fa c tu re d  b y  B U R O  fo r  e xpe r- 
ie nced  observe rs &  h a p p y  h u m m e rs . F R E E  
q u a r t  s u p p ly  o f  H U M M IN G B IR D  C IR C U S  
N E C T A R  S U P P L E M E N T  w ith  each feeder. 
H e lp  th e  l í t t i e  c o m e d ia n s  g e t th e ir  
v íta m ín s ! G e t e n o u g h  H U M M IN G B IR D  
C IR C U S  S U P P L E M E N T  fo r  1 0  g a llo n s  o f  
su rgarade  . . . Used b y  av ia rles  and  zoos.

H U M M IN G B IR D  C IR C U S $ 9 .9 5  P R E P A ID  
5 o z . ja r  S U P P L E M E N T  . .5 .9 5  P R E P A ID  
C O M B IN A T I O N .................1 5 .0 0  P R E P A ID

nd  n o w  a N E W  u n iq u e  seed fe e d e r th a t  
serves as a " t r u c k - s to p "  fo r  a ll th o se  
w in te r -h u n g ry  b ird s ! A  1 0 -in c h  tra n s - 
p a re n t green g lo b e  m e te rs  o ve r 12  Ibs. o f  
seed in to  d e á n  w h ite  tra y  designed fo r  
m in im u m  o f  w aste. C irc lin g  e q u a to r  is 
specia l re m o va b le  b la ck  p lá s tic  b a th  w h ic h  
resists b u t  is n o t  dam aged b y  fre e z in g . A  
b ird -fe e d e r F IR S T  a nd  an e x o t ic  dec- 
o ra t io n  fo r  a n y  y a rd ! M o u n t  o n  J4-inch 
p ip e  o r  o u r  specia l c a t/s q u ir re l-p ro o f b la ck  
p o le  fu rn is h e d  as accessory.

C IR C U S  seed fe e d e r . . .$ 3 9 .9 5  P R E P A ID  
C a t/s q u ir re l-p ro o f p o le  . .1 2 .9 5  P R E P A ID  
C o m b in a tio n  o f  B o th  . .4 9 .9 5  P R E P A I D
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