
MORE BIRDING FROM A TRAIN SEAT

by John Nove, Ipswich

Before moving to  Ipswich, from where I now commute with'Jim Berry (see his "Birding from 
a Train S eat," Bird Observer U, 12 ), I liv ed  in  Manchester and traveled to  Boston and/or 
Beverly by train  da ily . For the orientation  o f  non-North Shore residen ts, the tracks o f  
the Eastern Division o f  the Boston and Maine Railroad extend northeastward from Boston to 
Beverly, at which point they s p l i t  in to  two branches— an inland route extending through 
North Beverly, Wenham, and Hamilton to  Ipswich and Newburyport, and a coasta l route 
passing through Beverly Farms, Manchester, Gloucester, and Rockport. I 'd  lik e  to  supple
ment Jim's a r t ic le  by describing a portion  o f  th is  coastal route as w ell as contributing 
other species to  his l i s t  o f  North Shore tra in -b ird s .

As far as stations go , Manchester's gets my vote as being the best fo r  b ird ing , based on 
the fa c t that during a single week in  May, 1975, I saw a Peregrine Falcon, several C l i f f  
Swallows and a P ileated Woodpecker— a l l  while waiting fo r  a train  to  arrive!

From Manchester s ta tion , the tracks pass over a narrow section  o f  the Manchester Harbor. 
The calmer water on the right often  holds hundreds o f  g u l ls , including Iceland and Glau
cous during the w inter. Peppered throughout the rest o f the harbor are Buffleheads, Com
mon Goldeneyes, Red-breasted Mergansers, occasionally  several Coots, and always Black 
Ducks and Mallards (including a variety o f  hybrids). During la s t  winter a pair o f  Can
ada Geese remained among the ice  f lo e s .

The t id a l in le t  on the r ig h t, about a hundred yards beyond the bridge, hosts a Green
Heron and Belted K ingfisher during the spring and summer, and i t  seems to  be one o f the
f i r s t  places incoming Cattle Egrets v i s i t .  Tuck's Point and the f la ts  behind have con
tained as many as four wintering Great Blue Herons. Snowy Egrets are often  present at
low t id e , and once I observed a single Great Egret. Black Cove o ffe rs  a variety o f
diving ducks, including th is year, a dozen Common Eiders. On two occasions, I observed 
Sanderlings scurrying along the beach.

The most consistently  rewarding area along the route has been Chubb Marsh, which strad
dles the Manchester-Beverly border. A ctiv ity  in  th is  area is  prim arily a resu lt o f  the 
breeding h eron -egret-ib is  population on nearby House Island. In addition to  being a 
popular feeding area, the marsh l ie s  on the lo ca l "flyw ay;" i f  the marsh does not y ie ld  
an in teresting  fin d , the sky above i t  usually w il l .  On a sunny day th is  past June, I 
observed one L it t le  Blue Heron, 12 Snowy Egrets, a Great Egret, two Great Blue Herons, 
four Glossy Ibises and a pair o f  Black-crowned Night Herons. The tree-covered island ad
jacent to  the tracks in the center o f  the marsh seems to be a fav orite  perching place 
for  Merlins and American K estrels. Only during migration have I  ever seen a Marsh Hawk 
in the area.

In the spring the brush and brambles across from the station  at P ride 's  Crossing a ttract 
Gray Catbirds, Common Yellowthroats and Yellow-rumped Warblers. This is  the only area 
in  which I 'v e  ever observed warblers from the tra in , probably because i t 's  a lo t  easier 
to  focus on a small b ird  from a stationary train  than from a moving one. The only other 
area o f in terest l ie s  on e ith er side o f  the tracks in  the Montserrat section  o f Beverly 
adjacent to  the Hancock Nursing Home. The wet meadow/field has a breeding pair o f  Ameri
can K estrels, Common Snipes in season, Ring-necked Pheasants, numerous Eastern Kingbirds 
and a re lia b le  R ed-tailed  Hawk. This is  the only area in  which I 'v e  ever observed a 
Goshawk.

Following are additions to  Jim Berry's l i s t  o f North Shore tra in -b ird s , bringing the 
to ta l number o f  species to  93: Common Loon, Horned Grebe (in  the Mystic R iver), L it t le
Blue Heron, Mute Swan (four in Beverly Harbor daily  fo r  several weeks), Green-winged 
Teal, Common Eider, Turkey Vulture (my best tra in -b ird — i t  was perched in  a tree at close 
range in  the Highland Park area o f  Salem), Goshawk, Marsh Hawk, M erlin, Ruffed Grouse 
(seen at the back edge o f  the g o l f  course in  Wenham), Sora (could repeated sightings o f  
th is  bird  from the tra in  be the orig in  o f  the word ra ilro a d ? ), American Coot, W ilson's 
Phalarope (in  Iynn Harbor during a fortu itous "unscheduled" s top ), Tree Swallow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, Gray Catbird, Water P ip it (in  a mowed portion  o f  the Saugus marshes), 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Evening Grosbeak, House Finch, and Song
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