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I t  i s  a b r i s k  J u ly  n ig h t  on a s p r u c e - c la d  i s la n d  in  th e  Bay o f  F undy,
New B ru n sw ick . The sk y  a b o v e  i s  l i k e  a t h i c k  s t a r  so u p . The w aves 
r o a r  w ith  th e  r i s i n g  t i d e  as th e y  c r a s h  in  among th e  c l a t t e r i n g  r o c k s  
on th e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e .  G u l l s ,  n e v e r  s i l e n t ,  scream  e e r i l y  from  th e  
s h o r e s  and f i e l d s .  The p o in t e d  s p i r e s  o f  th e  s p r u c e  w oods a re  s i l 
h o u e t t e d  a g a in s t  th e  s p a n g le d  s k y . T h ere  i s  no moon and i t  i s  d a r k , 
r e a l l y  d a r k . And as we w alk  in t o  th e  shad e o f  th e  s p r u c e  w oods i t  
i s  so  da rk  t h a t  we ca n n o t even  s e e  th e  pa th  ahead o f  u s .  Our f e e t  
t r a v e l  th e  f a m i l i a r  p a th  t o  th e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  w ith  ou r e y e s  s e t  
s t r a i g h t  to w a rd s  th e  g ra y  c l e a r i n g  up a h ea d . R o o ts  and r o c k s ,  un
n o t i c e d  d u r in g  th e  day j u t  up u n e x p e c t e d ly  and ca u se  us t o  stu m b le  
now and th e n .

But we a re  n o t  a lo n e .  H ere in  th e  s p r u c e  w oods th e  a i r  i s  f i l l e d  
w ith  d a n c in g  p e t r e l s ,  c h a t t e r i n g  and c h u c k l in g  as th e y  f l u t t e r  s o f t l y  
th ro u g h  th e  w oods and o v e r  th e  c l e a r i n g s .  They a re  d i s p l a y i n g  to  
e a ch  o th e r  w ith  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c a l l s  and f l i g h t  p a t t e r n s .  H ere on 
K ent I s la n d  in  l a t e  May and e a r l y  J u n e , t h e s e  d a n c in g  b i r d s  w ou ld  
h ave  been  p r e p a r in g  f o r  b r e e d in g ,  th e  g rou p  f l i g h t s  s e r v in g  t o  s t im u la t e  
th e  b i r d s  in t o  p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b r e e d in g  c o n d i t i o n .  In 
J u l y ,  th e  c h a t t e r i n g ,  f l y i n g  b i r d s  a re  m o s t ly  p r e b r e e d e r s .  They 
w i l l  n ot be  n e s t in g  in  e a r n e s t  u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .  H ow ever, a t t h i s  
t i m e ,  th e  b r e e d e r s  a re  a l r e a d y  in v o lv e d  in  b r e e d in g  and a re  n ot 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  su ch  a f f a i r s .  Now t h e i r  n o c t u r n a l  f l i g h t s  from  th e  
f e e d in g  g ro u n d s  on th e  o ce a n  t o  t h e i r  bu rrow s a re  d i r e c t .

The a b i l i t y  o f  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ( Oceanodram a l e u c o r h o a ) t o  f in d  
t h e i r  b u rro w s  among th e  h u n d red s o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  o t h e r s  in  th e  c o lo n y  
i s  a m a z in g . Once th e y  g e t  i n t o  th e  dark  s p r u c e  w o o d s , th e y  a p p a r e n t ly  
f i n d  t h e i r  b u rrow s  b y  s m e l l .  T h is  an u n u su a l a b i l i t y  f o r  b i r d s ,  
w h ich  g e n e r a l l y  h ave a p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  s e n se  o f  s m e l l .  The 
hom ing a b i l i t i e s  o f  p e t r e l s  a re  t r u l y  r e m a r k a b le . They can  f in d  
t h e i r  way from  m i le s  o u t a t sea  t o  t h e i r  own n e s t in g  bu rrow  even  
when th e  f o g  i s  so  t h i c k  you  c o u ld  a lm o s t  s l i c e  i t !  How do th e y  do 
i t ?  T h a t ' a a g o o d  q u e s t i o n -  th e  s t a r s  and th e  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  i s la n d  
a re  o b s c u r e d  and th e  d i s t a n c e  i s  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  s m e ll  
t o  b e  u s e f u l .  A p p a r e n t ly  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  have d i f f e r e n t  
m eans o f  n a v ig a t io n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .

R e s e a r c h  w ith  p e t r e l s  c o n d u c te d  on Kent I s la n d  by  D r. C h a r le s  E. 
H u n tin g to n  o f  B ow doin  C o l le g e  has shown t h a t  a b r e e d in g  p e t r e l  
r e l e a s e d  from  S c o t la n d  can  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  bu rrow  in  New B ru nsw ick  
w it h in  9 d a y s ! And on r e t u r n in g ,  i t  may w eigh  th e  same as i t  d id  
when i t  l e f t .

DELAYED MATURITY AND THE NONBREEDERS:

A n o th e r  b i g  q u e s t io n  b e in g  s t u d ie d  by  D r. H u n tin g to n  and h is  s tu d e n ts  
i s  th a t  o f  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y .  R e s e a rch  has shown t h a t  L e a c h 's  S torm - 
P e t r e l s  do n o t n o r m a lly  b r e e d  u n t i l  th e y  a re  h o r  5 y e a r s  o l d .  Why 
do th e y  w ait so  lo n g ?  S u r e ly  th e y  a re  b ig  enough a f t e r  on e y e a r .
W o u ld n 't  i t  be  m ore a d a p t iv e  t o  b r e e d  as soon  as p o s s i b l e  in  o r d e r  
t o  have m ore o f f s p r i n g ?

To s tu d y  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  D r. H u n tin g to n  and h is  s tu d e n ts  h ave m i s t -  
n e t t e d  and band ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  t h e s e  n o n -b r e e d in g  p e t r e l s  as th e y  
c o u r t  ea ch  o t h e r  on midsummer n i g h t s .  D r. H u n tin g to n  b e l i e v e s  th a t  
t h e s e  n o n -b r e e d e r s  spen d  t h e i r  e a r ly  y e a r s  f a r  o u t a t s e a .  A f t e r  3» 
o r  m ore com m on ly , 1+ y e a r s ,  th e y  p r o b a b ly  spend a summer m ov ing  arou nd  
from  one n e s t in g  i s la n d  t o  a n o th e r  p r o s p e c t in g  f o r  a c o lo n y  th a t  
s u i t s  t h e i r  t a s t e s .  On t h e s e  i s la n d s  th e y  en gage  in  f r i v o l o u s
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c o u r t s h ip  d i s p la y s  and even  do some bu rrow  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t n e v e r  la y  
e g g s .  Why? Do t h e y  n eed  th e  p r a c t i c e ?  Do th e  c o u r t s h ip  and bu rrow  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  h e lp  them  d e te rm in e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  n e s t in g  
c o lo n y ?  P erh ap s p e t r e l s  n eed  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  le a r n  
n a v ig a t io n  and o r i e n t a t i o n  w e l l  enough  t o  b r e e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  Kent 
I s la n d  w o rk e rs  have a l s o  b a n d ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  p e t r e l  c h i c k s  in  h o p e s  o f  
g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  m ovem ents t o  o t h e r  i s l a n d s .  S in c e  t h e r e  a re  
v e r y  few  p e t r e l  b a n d e rs  e ls e w h e r e ,  v e r y  few  h ave b een  r e c o v e r e d .  But 
what few  e x i s t  do s u p p o r t  D r. H u n t in g t o n 's  h y p o t h e s is .

F or e x a m p le , one p e t r e l  m is t n e t t e d  a t  Kent I s la n d  was band ed  as a 
c h ic k  U y e a r s  e a r l i e r  TOO m i le s  away on G u ll I s l a n d ,  N ew fou n d la n d . 
A n o th e r  b i r d  w h ich  was n e t t e d  a t Kent I s la n d  in  1973 was b r e e d in g  on 
M a t in ic u s  R o ck , M aine in  1 9 7 5 -

THE PETREL COLONY DURING THE DAY:

When we r e t u r n  t o  th e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g , s h a f t s  o f  su n 
l i g h t  p i e r c e  th ro u g h  th e  s p r u c e  ca n op y  w h ich  i s  d rap ed  w ith  lo n g  s tr a n d s  
o f  O ld  M an 's B eard  L ic h e n . The a i r  i s  f r a g r a n t  w ith  f e r n s ,  f i r s ,  
s p r u c e s ,  and g o o d , r i c h  s o i l .  W in ter  Wrens ( T r o g la d y t e s  t r o g l o d y t e s ) .  
b u b b le  t h e i r  son g s  e x u b e r a n t ly  from  th e  b ru sh  t a n g le s  as i f  th e y  w i l l  
n e v e r  run ou t o f  b r e a t h .

The f l o o r  o f  th e  f o r e s t  i s  s o f t  and s p r in g y  b e n e a th  ou r f e e t .  Sun 
s p la s h e s  on p a t c h e s  o f  b r i l l i a n t  w h ite  b u n ch b e r ry  f l o w e r s  and clu m ps o f  
t r a n s lu c e n t  g re e n  wood f e r n .  The g rou n d  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w ith  m ossy  stum ps 
and l o g s  g r a d u a l ly  b e in g  d ecom p osed  and c o n v e r t e d  t o  s o i l .  At th e  b a s e  
o f  many o f  t h e s e  stum ps and u nder l o g s  and t r e e t r u n k s  a re  th e  f i s t 
s i z e d  e n tr a n c e s  t o  th e  b u rrow s  o f  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls .^

GRUBBING:

A h an d , th e  hand o f  a p e t r e l  g r u b b e r , i s  r e a c h in g  q u i c k ly  b u t c a r e 
f u l l y  down a c o o l  da rk  b u r ro w . I t  s q u e e z e s  u n d er r o o t s  and o v e r  th e  
f l o o r  w h ich  has b een  p a ck e d  down b y  much n o c t u r n a l  t r a f f i c .  The hand 
c o n t in u e s  u n t i l ,  when a lm o s t  s h o u ld e r  d e e p , i t s  f i n g e r s  f e e l  th e  ed g e  o f  
a n e s t .  The c o l d  f i n g e r t i p s  to u c h  a c r o s s  m o ss , l i c h e n ,  s p r u c e  t w ig s ,  and 
sp ru ce  c o n e s  and th e n  th e y  a re  met b y  a rou n d  f r a g i l e  o b j e c t -  an e g g , 
o n ly  o n e . And i t ' s  warm. T h ere  must be a b i r d  p r e s e n t ,  t o o .  T h is  
w h ite  e g g ,  s p e c k le d  v e r y  f a i n t l y  w ith  r e d d is h  d o t s  arou nd  th e  w id e  en d , 
i s  c a r e f u l l y  ta k e n  o u t o f  th e  n e s t  and p la c e d  a t th e  s id e  o f  th e  n e s t  
cham ber t o  a v o id  damage when rem ov in g  th e  p a r e n t .  The f i n g e r s  r e a ch  
and to u c h  f e a t h e r s — o r  a re  t h e y  l e a v e s  from  th e  n e s t ?  N o, t h e y 'r e  
f e a t h e r s .  They f e e l  t h e i r  way up th e  lo n g  p r im a r ie s  t o  g e t  i n t o  a m ore 
p r o p e r  h o ld in g  p o s i t i o n  and a r e  soon  met b y  a p a in le s s  b i t e  from  th e  
o c c u p a n t 's  b e a k . The f i n g e r s  clam p down on th e  beak  and th e  b i r d  i s  
g e n t ly  drawn h e a d f i r s t  o u t o f  th e  bu rrow  i n t o  th e  w a it in g  hands o f  th e  
g r u b b e r .

IDENTIFICATION AND NESTING:

I m m e d ia te ly , th e  s l a t y  g r a y  b o d y ,  w h ite  rum p, and t u b u la r  n o s t r i l s  on 
th e  beak  t e l l  us t h a t  th e  b i r d  i s  a s t o r m - p e t r e l .  Her p l e a s i n g ,  musky 
s m e ll  i s  e a r t h y ,  re m in d in g  us o f  th e  s o i l  she j u s t  came o u t o f .  We can 
i d e n t i f y  h er  as L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  by  h e r  f o r k e d  t a i l  and th e  b la c k  
w ebbed f e e t .

She has b een  a b r e e d e r  in  th e  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  a few  
m a te , Long John S i l v e r ,  has b een  h e r e  l o n g e r .  He 
S t o r m -P e t r e l  known. The g r u b b e r ,  D r. H u n tin g to n , 
k e p t  t r a c k  o f  him f o r  22 y e a r s —  even  lo n g e r  th an  
w i f e !  S in c e  p e t r e l s  d o n 't  b r e e d  u n t i l  t h e y  a re  1( 
was a t l e a s t  26 y e a r s  o l d  in  1 9 7 5 . T h is  i s  an o ld  
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  one a b ou t th e  s i z e  o f  a R o b in .

y e a r s , b u t h er  
i s  th e  o l d e s t  L e a c h 's  
has known him and 
he has known h is  own 
o r  5 , O ld Long John 

age f o r  a b i r d ,

69



As a s id e  n o te  t o  Long John  S i l v e r 's  h i s t o r y ,  we can  s e e  t h a t  he has 
re m a in ed  f a i t h f u l  t o  h is  n e s t in g  bu rrow  and m a te . In  1953 h is  bu rrow  

was n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  by  number b u t i t  was p r o b a b ly  th e  same n e s t  in  w h ich  
he b r e d  e v e r y  y e a r  s in c e  1956 e x c e p t  1 9 5 9 . In  1959 a "w in d ow ” was 
i n s t a l l e d  in  h i s  b u rrow  in  th e  hope o f  o b s e r v in g  th e  o c c u p a n ts  by  i n f r a 
r e d  l i g h t .  A lth o u g h  i t  k e p t  th e  b i r d s  from  n e s t in g  t h e r e ,  Long John was 
ca u g h t f l y i n g  n e a r b y . H is m ate who was w ith  him from  1 9 5 6 , and p r o b a b ly  
e a r l i e r ,  was n o t  seen  a f t e r  1 9 5 8 . In  i 960 he had a l i a s o n  w ith  a f i c k l e  
p e t r e l  who tu r n e d  up in  19 6 7  and 1969  in  a n o th e r  b u rro w . A f t e r  a 2 y e a r  
"m a r r ia g e "  t o  a t h i r d  w i f e ,  he a c q u ir e d  h is  p r e s e n t  f a i t h f u l  m ate in  1 9 6 3 . 
I t  i s  u n c le a r  w h eth er  t h i s  b i r d ' s  f i d e l i t y  t o  h is  m ate was b a se d  on i n 
d i v i d u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  h is  b u rro w .

Long J o h n 's  m ate had b een  s i t t i n g  on h er  egg  i o r  2 -6  days w ith o u t  
l e a v i n g  o n c e  f o r  a b i t e  t o  e a t .  M ea n w h ile , Long John was f a r  ou t a t 
s e a  e i t h e r  a lo n e  o r  w ith  a few  o t h e r  p e t r e l s ,  s t u f f i n g  h im s e l f  in  p r e p a r a 
t i o n  f o r  h i s  lo n g  f a s t .  T h is  c y c l e  g o e s  on f o r  a b ou t 6 w eeks w h i le  th e  
eg g  h a t c h e s .  Then th e  p a r e n ts  w i l l  le a v e  th e  c h ic k  in  th e  bu rrow  and fe e d  
i t  e a ch  n ig h t  w ith  r e d d i s h ,  o i l y ,  m asses o f  r e g u r g i t a t e d  f i s h e s  and p la n k 
t o n i c  c r u s t a c e a n s  w h ich  th e  p e t r e l s  p i c k  up from  th e  o ce a n  s w e l l s .

W h ile  in  f l i g h t ,  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  a p p ea r lo n g e r  and s lim m er th an  
W i l s o n 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ( O c e a n ite s  o c e a n i c u s ) due t o  t h e i r  l o n g e r  t a i l s  and 
w in g s .  T h e ir  f l i g h t  i s  a l s o  d i s t i n c t i v e - -  v e r y  s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  a 
n ig h th a w k . I t  i s  b u o y a n t and i r r e g u l a r  w ith  v e r y  deep  w in g b e a t s .  They 
r a r e l y  p a t t e r  a lo n g  th e  s u r fa c e  o f  th e  w a te r  w h i le  th e y  fe e d  a s W ils o n ’ s 
S t o r m -P e t r e ls  d o , b u t r a t h e r ,  th e y  a l i g h t  m o m e n ta r ily  t o  p ic k  i n d iv id u a l  
c r u s t a c e a n s  from  th e  w a te r  s u r f a c e .  T h is  ty p e  o f  f e e d in g  b e h a v io r  s e v e r ly  
l i m i t s  th e  amount o f  f o o d  a p e t r e l  can  g e t .  Each m o r s e l o f  fo o d  r e q u ir e s  
a s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n  t o  c a p t u r e  i t  and o n ly  th e  f o o d  w it h in  1 o r  2 cm o f  th e  
s u r f a c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  b i r d s .  B eca u se  o f  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  in  f e e d in g  
e f f i c i e n c y ,  th e  p e t r e l s  can  r a i s e  o n ly  one you ng ea ch  summer. E xp erim en ts  
h ave shown t h a t  th e y  s im p ly  ca n n o t r a i s e  tw o . M ight t h i s  p rob lem  be r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e i r  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y ?  Does a l l  th e  p r e b r e e d in g  c o u r t s h ip  a c t i v i t y ,  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  f e e d i n g ,  and n a v ig a t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a l lo w  th e  p e t r e l s  as 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and as p a i r s  t o  f o r a g e  e f f i c i e n t l y  enough t o  f e e d  t h e i r  you ng?

A l o t  o f  work g o e s  i n t o  th e  c a r e  o f  t h i s  one y o u n g . I t  ta k e s  8 -1 0  more 
w eeks o f  c a r e  t o  r a i s e  i t  even  a f t e r  th e  6 w eeks o f  in c u b a t i o n .  T h is  
i s  am azing b e c a u s e  w h i le  th e  R o b in , a b i r d  a b ou t th e  same s i z e ,  can  r e a r  
a b r o o d  o f  3 -5  you ng  2 o r  3 t im e s  each  summer, th e  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  
t a k e s  15 w eeks t o  r a i s e  one you n g ! D uring  t h i s  t im e ,  th e  c h ic k  ch a n ges  
from  a s o f t ,  c u d d ly  g r a y  b a l l  o f  p e e p in g  f l u f f  w ith  t i n y  w h ite  l e g s  and 
b e a d y  b la c k  e y e s  t o  a f u l l - g r o w n ,  f a t  and f l a b b y ,  f u l l y -w in g e d  f l e d g l i n g  
som etim es  w e ig h in g  a lm o s t  as much as b o th  p a r e n ts  p u t t o g e t h e r .  U n t i l  t h i s  
t im e  i t  has n e v e r  l e f t  i t s  b u rro w . But a f t e r  th e  c h ic k  has l o s t  w e ig h t 
f o r  s e v e r a l  c o n s e c u t iv e  d a y s , th e  p a r e n ts  d e s e r t  i t .  In th e  n e x t  few  
n ig h t s  i t  l e a v e s  th e  b u rrow  t e m p o r a r i ly  to* e x e r c i s e  i t s  w in g s . W ith in  
a week i t  l e a v e s  th e  bu rrow  f o r  g o o d ,  d r iv e n  by h u n g e r .

MIGRATION:

By S e p te m b e r , m ig r a t io n  has b eg u n . L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  m ig r a te  th ro u g h  
M a s s a c h u s e t ts  from  e a r l y  S ep tem ber t o  m id-N ovem ber and can be seen  e s p 
e c i a l l y  a f t e r  s to r m s . F i r s t  E n cou n ter  B each  in  Eastham i s  a g o o d  p la c e  
t o  l o o k  f o r  them  a f t e r  a NW wind f o l l o w i n g  a N o r 'e a s t e r .  L e a c h 's  S torm - 
P e t r e l s  do n o t  n o r m a lly  f o l l o w  b o a t s  b u t can o c c a s i o n a l l y  be  b a i t e d  t o  them 
b y  th r o w in g  b i t s  o f  f i s h  l i v e r  o v e r b o a r d .  T h ere  a re  a few  r e c o r d s  o f  
L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  in  D ecem ber, p r o b a b ly  from  l a t e  em ergen ces  o f  young 
in  th e  b r e e d in g  c o l o n i e s .  S p r in g  m ig r a t io n  in  th e  A t l a n t i c  i s  m a in ly  in  
A p r i l  and e a r l y  May, b u t th e y  may c o n t in u e  t o  come a s h o r e  u n t i l  much l a t e r .

DISTRIBUTION:

The L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  i s  th e  o n ly  b r e e d in g  s t o r m - p e t r e l  o f  th e  A m erican  
N orth  A t l a n t i c .  I t  b r e e d s  on b a re  and s p r u c e - c la d  i s la n d s  o f  b o th  th e  
e a s t e r n  and w e s te rn  A t l a n t i c .  I t  i s  a l s o  a common b r e e d e r  in  th e  N orth  
P a c i f i c  w here i t  b r e e d s  as f a r  s o u th  as B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a  and S ou th ern
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J a p a n . In  th e  n o r th w e s te r n  A t l a n t i c ,  th e  p e t r e l  c a p i t a l  i s  N ew fou n d la n d , 
w here h u n d red s o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  p e t r e l s  h ave been  known t o  b r e e d  on a s i n g l e  
s m a ll i s l a n d ,  r i d d l i n g  th e  grou n d  w ith  t h e i r  b u r ro w s .

In  w in t e r ,  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ra n g e  f a r  and w id e  in  th e  A t l a n t i c  and 
P a c i f i c  O ce a n s , n o t  g a t h e r in g  in  f l o c k s ,  b u t g o in g  w here th e y  can  f i n d  
f o o d .  B e in g  s m a l l ,  s o l i t a r y ,  and in c o n s p ic u o u s  b i r d s ,  t h e y  a re  r a r e l y  
r e p o r t e d  by  m a r in e rs  and t h e i r  w in t e r  ra n g e  i s  u n c e r t a in .

The s o u th e r n  m ost n e s t in g  c o lo n y  in  th e  n o r th w e s te r n  A t l a n t i c  
I s la n d  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  w here a few  p a i r s  s t i l l  
Many o f  th e  fo rm e r  n e s t in g  c o l o n i e s ,  h o w e v e r , h ave been  w ip ed  
p r e d a t io n  by  c a t s ,  d o g s ,  r a t s ,  and o t h e r  la n d  mammals in t r o d u c  
i s la n d s  by  man.

EVERYTHING a b ou t p e t r e l s  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g :  t h e i r  l o n g e v i t y ,  t h e i r  lon g^
in c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  t h e i r  f a s t i n g  a b i l i t y ,  t h e i r  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y ,  t h e i r  
e x t r a o r d in a r y  pow ers  o f  n a v ig a t i o n ,  and even  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  o d o r !  V i s i t  
any a c t i v e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  a t n ig h t  and w ith o u t  a d ou b t you  w i l l  come away 
c a p t iv a t e d  by  th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  s t o r m - p e t r e l .

i s  P e n ik e s e  
b r e e d . 

ou t from  
ed t o  v a r io u s

Drawing by Diane R ockcastle, Cornell U niversity
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