
FIELD RECORDS 

JANUARY 1991

by G lenn d ’Entrem ont and Robert H . Stym eist

January’s weather was as close to norm al as a month ever gets. The tem perature averaged 29.4 degrees, 

o n ly  0.2 degrees below  norm al. The high a t Boston was 49 degrees on January 2, 20, and 30; the low  was 4 
degrees on January 22. P recipitation totaled 3.24 inches w ith  measurable amounts fa llin g  on eleven days. 
S now fall totaled 11.7 inches, ju s t 0.5 inch less than norm al. M ost o f this came in  one storm  on January 11-12 

when 8.5 inches fe ll in  less than 24 hours. Some southern suburbs had thunder on January 16, and Boston 
recorded thunder on January 17.

The Take A  Second Look (T A S L) Boston Harbor m onitoring census continued through February 1991. 

These observations are shown as reports from  Boston Harbor, w hich includes the area from  East P oint in  
Nahant to  the W e ir R iver in  H ingham . R . H . S.

LOO NS THRO UG H W ATERFO W L

On January 11-12 a coastal storm  w ith  strong easterly w inds produced a good num ber o f loons, especially 
o ff M artha’s V ineyard. A n A rc tic /P a c ilic  Loon was care fu lly  iden tified  and photographed o ff the Scusset 
Beach area o f Bourne. Good concentrations o f Double-crested Corm orants continued to  be found in  Boston 

Harbor. A  G lossy Ib is , firs t noted on the Boston CBC on December 17, was s till present at Logan A irp o rt on 
New Y ear’s Day. Tw o Snowy Egrets were the on ly w in ter w hite in  marshes in  Q uincy and C enterville .

The birds o f the season, at least tem porarily, were the fa m ily  group o f six B arnacle Geese that were found 
on January 18 in  the W est Bay marsh in  the v illag e  o f O sterville . C erta in ly s ix Barnacle Geese were w ild , so 
birders descended on the qu ie t v illage  to fin a lly  add these northern v is ito rs  to  the ir N orth Am erican and 
Massachusetts lis ts . Ian M cLaren, th t  A m erican  B ird s  regional ed ito r fo r the M aritim es, inform ed us that six 

Barnacle Geese were discovered around m id-Septem ber a t Cape Sable, N ova Scotia, and were recorded on 
the area’s CBC. A fte r a storm on January 8, 1991, these birds disappeared and apparently then discovered 
Cape Cod.

N ow  comes a story, reported in  the Toronto G lobe and  M ail on January 12,1991, that on a litt le  island o ff 
Grand Manan Island in  the Bay o f Fundy, an avicu ltu ra lis t who kept exotic w aterfow l under federal license 
tired  o f the birds in  1989 and le t them go. The alien species included E gyptian, Greater W hite-fronted, and, 

yes. Barnacle geese. A  pa ir o f Barnacle Geese stayed near the property, nested, and raised fo u r young. They 
disappeared in  m id-Septem ber 1990 and, you guessed it, arrived at Cape Sable, N ova Scotia. The a rriva l o f 
the geese at O ste rville  on January 18 coincided w ith  the disappearance o f six birds from  Cape Sable. W ell, 
fo lks , you decide, at least fo u r birds were born in  the w ild !

O ther w aterfow l h igh lights included one flo ck  o f 50 Northern P in ta ils in  East Barnstable and tw o drake 
B lue-w inged Teals in  Yarm outh. The lack o f a hard freeze produced good numbers o f several species o f 

w aterfow l, notably Hooded and Common mergansers and lingering Ruddy Ducks. G. d ’E. and R. H . S. 

D A TE  LO C A TIO N  N U M BER  OBSERVERS JA N U A R Y  1991

Red-throated Loon 
12 M .V . 50+ V . Laux
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LOCATION

A rc tic /P a c ific  Loon 
13-20

Common Loon 
5 .6  
12
13,17

P ied-b illed  Grebe 
th r 
th r
11.13
14 .20

Hom ed Grebe
2 .5
12.13 
20 ,2 9

Red-necked Grebe
2 .5
6 .1 3  
2 0 ,2 6

N orthern Gannet
19 .20

Great C orm orant 
th r 
th r, 5
6 .1 3  
18 ,22

Double-crested Corm orant 
th r
1 -13 ,2  
22 ,31

Am erican B itte rn  
2 
22

Great B lue Heron
5 .6
13.20
18.21

Snowy Egret 
1 -3 ,23

DATE NUMBER

Sagamore to  Scusset Beaches 1 ad

B lack-crowned N ight-H eron

Q uabbin (G 43), Newbypt
M . V .
G loucester, Scusset Beach

Plym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 
N antucket
La ke v ille , W inchester 
S. D a rt, Chatham

N . Scituate, Quab. (G43) 
N ew bypt, Rockport 
Boston H arbor, Dennis

N . Scituate, E. G loucester 
Nahant, P ’ town 
Boston H arbor, Nant.

P ’ tow n (R .P .), A . P.

N ew bypt, N . Scituate 
N ant., Gloucester 
Nahant, R ockport 
La ke v ille , Falm outh

N ew bypt, Boston Harbor 
P ’ tow n, P lym outh 
Falm outh, Nant.

Eastham (F ort H ill) 
M iddleboro

Fram ingham , Newbypt 
W estport, Boston H tnbor 
Eastham (F .H .), P lym outh

Q uincy, C enterville

1-19 
1 ,24

G lossy Ib is  
1

T u n d ra  Swan 
2

M ute Swan 
th r 
th r

Snow Goose 
9

Brant
5 ,2 0

B arnacle  Goose (escaped)

Boston (M uddy R iver) 
N a n t, S. Boston

Boston (Logan A irpo rt)

M . V .

N orth  Scituate 
P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea)

M edfie ld

G loucester (B .R .), Boston H.

18-31 
Canada Goose 

2 ,5  
7 ,1 3  
26 ,27  

W ood Duck 
1 ,1 5 ; 15

O ste rville  to C otu it

P lym outh, Framingham 
W inchester, Somerset 
N ew bypt, W estport

P lym outh; S. N atick

OBSERVERS

R Abrams +  v. o.

JANUARY 1991

3 ,1 4  
400+
16,42

4 max 
6 max 1/25
9 .1
1.1

6.1 
12,2 
115,30+

14.6
20.6 
13,9

200,6

M . Lynch#, BBC (R . M cH ale) 
V . Laux
M . Lynch#, R Abrams

V. o.
V. o.
K . Anderson, L . Taylo r 
M . Boucher, G. d ’Entrem ont#

M . Lynch#, M . Lynch#
BBC (P. Stevens), J. Berry 
TA S L (M . H a ll), M . Lynch#

M . Lynch#, J. B erry 
R . Forster, SSBC (W . Petersen) 
TA S L (M .H a ll),J .P a p a le

I. G iriunas#

15 m ax, 201 max v. o.
7 max 1/1 ,99 v. o., J. Berry
50,120+
1,20

1,65 max 1/20 
2.2 
2 ,4

1
1

4 ,7
21 ,26
9,11

1.1

R. Forster, J. Berry 
R. Abram s#, P. T rim ble

V. o „ TA S L (M . H a ll)
K . Jones +  v. o ., M . Lynch#
P. T rim ble, J. Papale

K . Jones 
D. Zim berlan

K . H am ilton, BBC  (R. M cH ale)
G. Gove, TA S L (M . H a ll)
M . M aurer, R. Forster

D. Brow n, K . Ham ilton

4 im m  max 1/1 T. Aversa + v. o.
1 im m , 2 im m  G. d ’Entrem ont#, K . Ryan

1 N . Sm ith

4 V . Laux

42 max 1/2 v. o.
43 max 1/14 v. o.

1 P. la rrobino

117,2126 H. W iggin#, TA S L (M . H a ll)

6 B. Barber + v. o.

700+, 1063 M . Lynch#, K . Ham ilton#
540, 500 T. Aversa, B. S ortie
450,750 W . Petersen, E. Raymond

1 m; 2 D . Ludlow #; fide  W . Petersen
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D A TE LO C A ’n O N N UM BER

Green-winged Teal
th r, 6 NanL, W . Barnstable 9 max, 20
8 ,2 4 W . R oxbury, C enterville 38,21

Am erican B lack Duck
4 ,2 0 Essex, Boston Harbor 20 0 + ,3394
13,24 O uter C. Cod, P .I. 900,721

M allard
1 ,20 W orcester, Boston H. 320,324

N orthern P in ta il
2 ,1 3 P .I., E. Barnstable 17,50
Reports o f 1-7 (to ta l 21) from  ten locations.

B lue-w inged Teal
23 Yarm outh 2

N orthern Shoveler
4 -6 ,6 Scituate, S. M onom oy 2 f, 15
19,29 DW W S, Chatham 1 m , 1

G adwall
1 ,13 W orcester, Somerset 4 ,2 9
2 P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 25
20,31 Boston H ., Nantucket 4 ,1  m
29 C enterville , Dennis 6 ,7

Eurasian W igeon
th r P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 1 m
13-19 Chatham (Lovers Lake) 1 m

Am erican W igeon
th r P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 56 max 1/2
1-13,1 A rlin g to n , W orcester 51 max, 3
6 ,1 3 N .Scituate, Somerset 35,41
20,31 Chatham, Nantucket 27 ,35

Canvasback
13,13 D ighton, W estport 130,500
19 Falm outh, Lakeville 258,60
29,31 Dennis, Nantucket 104,53

Redhead
th r, 13 Nantucket, W estport 4, 1 m
1-2 Plym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 10+
22 ,29 Falm outh, Dennis 6 ,3

R ing-necked Duck
th r, 1 Nantucket, W . Newbury 36 max, 40
2 Plym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 21
1,3 A rlin g ton , La keville 38,25
5 ,2 9 Fram ingham , Falm outh 26,73

Greater Scaup
6 ,2 0 H ingham , Boston H. 400,960
22,31 Falm outh, Nantucket 900+, 430

Lesser Scaup
2 ,2 0 P .I., I-a keville 1 m, 8
31 Nantucket 2

Common E ider
2 ,5 N . Scituate, P lym outh 204, 3000+
20 ,29 Boston H ., Nant. 7021,2600
29 Dennis, Yarm outh 1500,600

K in g  E ider
13 R ockport, W inthrop I f ,  2
18,20 N . T ruro , Orleans 1,3
28 ,29 Q uincy, Dennis 1,1

H arlequin D uck
th r M . V . 43 max 1/2
th r R ockport, N . Scituate 15 max 1/29,
1,1 N ant., D uxbury Beach 1 m , 2 m
6, 19 Nahant, Gloucester 2 ,1  m
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OBSERVERS JANUARY 1991

V. o ., P. T rim ble 
T . Aversa, K . H am ilton

D . R im m er, TA S L (M . H a ll) 
SSBC (W . Petersen), W . Drew#

M . Lynch#, TA S L (M . HaU)

T . Aversa, T . Prince

K . H am ilton

V. o ., B . M alcolm  
CCBC, S. Thompson

M . Lynch#, B. Sorrie#
M . Lynch#
TA S L (M . H a ll), J.Papale 
M . Lynch#, M . Lynch#

V. o.
SSBC (W . Petersen) +  v. o.

V. o.
L . Taylo r, M . Lynch#
G. d ’Entrem ont, B . Sorrie#
G. d ’Entrem ont, J. Papale

B . Sorrie#, G. Gove 
R. S tym eist#, W . Petersen
M . Lynch#, J. Papale

J. Papale, G . Gove 
M . Lynch# + v. o.
P. T rim ble, M . Lynch#

J. Papale, H . W iggin#
M . Lynch#
L . T aylo r, K . Anderson#
K . H am ilton#, M . Lynch#

G. d ’Entrem ont, TA S L (M . H a ll) 
P. T rim ble, J. Papale

T. Aversa, K . Holmes#
J. Papale

M . Lynch#, BBC (R. Tim berlake) 
TA S L (M . H a ll), J.Papale
M . Lynch#

M . Lynch#, H . W iggin#
M . M aurer, K . Jones 
R. Abram s, W . B ailey#

V . Laux 
tax 1/2 V. o.

D . Brow n#, v. o.
R . Forster, R. Forster#
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D A TE LO C A TIO N N UM BER OBSERVERS JA N U A R Y  1

Oldsquaw
6 N antucket (M adaket) 75,000 E. Andrews#

B lack Scoter
th r, 13 N ew bypt, R ockport 12 max 1/6 ,4 V. 0 .
5 ,2 3 P lym outh, Dennis 3 ,2 m BBC  (R . T im berlake), T . Aversa

S iu f Scoter
5 ,1 3 P lym outh, R ockport 4 ,2 0 BBC (R. T im berlake), J. B erry
20 ,22 H ingham , Falm outh 16,22 TA S L (M . HaU), P. Trim ble

W hite-w inged Scoter
th r N ew bypt, Boston H. 350+ max, 344 max v. o ., TA S L (M . H a ll) +  v
5 ,1 3 P lym outh, Gloucester 26 ,90+ BBC (R. T im berlake), M . Lynch#

Common Goldeneye
20 ,2 6 Boston H ., New bypt 1659,600 TA S L (M . H a ll), W . Petersen

B arrow ’s Goldeneye
10-22,19-20 W e llfle e t H ., O sterville 1 m ,2 V. 0 .
27 New B edford, W estport 1,1 D . Z im b erlin , E . Raymond

B ufflehead
1 ,2 0 N ew bypt, Boston H. 200+,2231 J. B erry, T A S L (M . H a ll)
21 ,29 O ste rville , Falm outh 220,456 P. T rim ble, M . Lynch#

Hooded Merganser
1 ,5  A rlin g to n  (2 lo c), Quab. (G43) 118,40
2 ,2 9  P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea), Falm outh 24 ,67
Reports o f 36 ind iv iduals from  eight locations.

Common Merganser
1 ,2 A rlin g to n  (2 loc), P lym outh 63,58
5 ,2 0 Q uabbin (G 43), Barnstable 78,100
27 N ew bypt, W estport 46,400+

Red-breasted M erganser
5 ,2 9 P lym outh, Falm outh 7 0 + ,172
14,20 O uter C. Cod, Boston H . 1500,1467

Ruddy D uck 
1 ,2 W inchester, S. M onom oy 4 ,7
8 ,2 5 Boston (Jamaica Pd), Nant. 24 ,3

L . Taylo r, M . Lynch#
M . Lynch#

L . Taylo r, M . Lynch#
M . Lynch#, P. T rim ble 
T. Aversa#, E. Raymond

BBC (R. T im berlake), M . Lynch# 
SSBC (W . Petersen), TA S L (M . H a ll)

L . Taylo r, B . M alcolm  
T. Aversa, J. Papale

RAPTORS TH RO UG H A LC ID S

Turkey V ultures continued the ir northward trend w in tering in  the B lue H ills  area. As many as 13 Northern 

H arriers were present in  the New buryport-P lum  Island area, and accip iter repeats were too numerous to  lis t 
in d iv id u a lly . The Boston Peregrines continued throughout the period, w h ile  others were found at Plum 
Island, Pem broke, and on outer Cape Cod.

The Comm on M oorhen was noted from  N antucket and from  Chatham, and a count o f over 250 Am erican 
Coots was ta llie d  at the B illin g to n  Sea, a stronghold fo r th is species in  recent years.

E xceedingly rare inland, a Common Black-headed G u ll was found and photographed eating french fries at 

a B urger K in g  in  B rockton. A  to ta l o f 15 Common Black-headed G ulls was present at Lew is Lake in  
W inthrop, where a M ew  G u ll, firs t noted on the CBC, continued to be seen. A t Raccoon Island in  Q uincy 
another M ew  G u ll and a L ittle  G u ll were observed. Tw o Com m on M u rre s  were care fu lly  iden tified  at close 
range o ff Race P oin t in  Provincetow n, where over 1000 R azorbills were also noted. The strong easterly 
w inds associated w ith  the coastal storm on January 11-12 may have produced the 9 A tla n tic  P uffins noted o ff 
the V ineyard. G. d ’E. and R. H . S.

Turkey V u ltu re
th r, 10 B lue H ills  area. B yfie ld  3 max, 1

Bald Eagle 
th r, 2 
11,12

N orthern H arrie r
th r N ew bypt, E. M iddleboro 13 max, 5
2 0 ,2 3  Boston H arbor, DW WS 5 ,4

B lue H ills  area. B yfie ld

N ew bypt, Orleans 
Q uabbin, La keville

V. o., R. M cHale

7 max 1/20,1 v. o ., K . Jones
31 ,5  fide  W . D avis, K . Holmes

N ew bypt, E. M iddleboro 
Boston H arbor, DWWS

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Reports o f 18 ind ividuals from  17 locations!

TA S L (M . H a ll), G. d ’Entrem ont#
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS JANUARY 1991

Cooper’s H aw k
Reports o f 11 ind ividuals from  11 locations! 

N orthern Goshawk
5 ,9 Fram ingham , L inco ln 1.1 R . Fw ster, W . Petersen
10,11 E . Orleans, Scituate 1,1 A . W illia m s, R . Abrams#
20, 30 B ridgew ater, Topsfield 1.1 M . M aurer, J. M acDougall

Red-shouldered Hawk
Reports o f 9 ind ividuals fio tn  8 locations.

R ed-tailed Hawk
5 ,1 9  Fram ingham , M ilford-W areham  (R t495) 15,17
27 Fram ingham -Concord 28

Rough-legged Hawk
13 
25 ,26

G olden Eagle 
11

Am erican Kestrel 
th r; 1 
11,31

B ridgew ater-M iddleboro-H alifax 8
D W W S .P .I. 

Quabbin

7 .3

1

K . H am ilton#, J. Gordon 
fide  R . W alton

K . Holmes#
M . M aurer, W . Petersen

N ew bypt, Essex; P .I. 5 m ax, 3 max; 2
S. Carver, Nantucket 3 f, 4

Reports o f 9 ind ividuals from  seven locations.
M e rlin

Reports o f 9 ind ividuals from  nine coastal locations.
Peregrine Falcon

P .I., Boston (Custom House) 1 ,2
O uter C . Cod, Pembroke 1,1

fid e  W . Davis

o r 3 V. o.; J. B erry 
M . M aurer#, J. Papale

th r 
2 -5 ,11

R uffed Grouse 
6 ,1 3  
21 ,26

W ild  Turkey 
27

N orthern Bobw hite 
1,6
17.29

V irg in ia  R ail 
26

Common M oorhen
1.29 
13-19

Am erican Coot 
th r 
th r, 1
5 .1 2

B lack-be llied  P lover 
th r, 1-14 
3

K illd e e r
15.19

Greater Y ellow legs 
1 ,6 ,1 8  
24 ,25  

Red K not 
11

Sanderling 
th r, 10

Purple Sandpiper 
6,11
16.20 

D unlin
3 .1 3  
13.14

Common Snipe 
13-27,2

N ew bypt, W . Barnstable 4 ,1
Ipsw ich, Quabbin (G 41) 4 ,4

Bane 5

N antucket, Easton 1,16
D W W S .N .M idd le bo io  7 ,2

Ipsw ich, N antucket 2 ,2

NanL (Hum m ock, M iacom et ponds) 1 ,2  
C h a th ^  (Lovers Lake) 1

Plym outh (B illin g to n  Sea) 
N anL, W . Newbury 
A rlin g to n , N atick

Eastham, P ’tow n 
Q uincy (Raccoon Island)

Dorchester, Nant.

P .I., B . I., F. H .
Yarm outh, Nantucket

Cohasset

NahanL Revere

N . Scituate, Cohasset 
W estport, W in lh rop

250+ max 1/2 
49 max 1/31,17 
31 ,3

2 ,1 4  max 
6

1,1
1 ,3 ,4  
1.1

100+ m ax, 120

75 ,200
80+.39

Q uincy (Raccoon I.) . W inthixq) 4 ,8 5  
W estport, P ’ tow n 50,100

N ew bypt, WorcestCT lo r  2 ,1

V. o.
V. 0 ., D . Ludlow

J. B erry#, D . H louser 
J. M acD ougall, M . Lynch#

G . Gove + J. Gordon

G . d ’E ntiem ont, K . Ryan 
D . H louser, K . Holmes

I. G iriunas#, J. Papale

D . B row n#, E. Ray 
SSBC (W . Petersen) +  v. o.

M . Lynch# +  v. o.
J. Papale, H . W iggin#
L . Taylo r, R . Forster

K . Jones, SSBC (W . Petersen)
G. d ’Entrem ont

G. d ’Entrem onL J. Papale#

H . W iggin#, L . Rogers, M . M aurer# 
K . H am ilton, J. Papale

R. Abram s +  P. F itzgerald

I. Lynch +  v. o., T . Aversa

G . d ’Entrem ont#, R . Abrams#
M . M aurer#, TA S L (M . H a ll)

G. d ’Entrem ont
G. Gove, SSBC (W .Petersen)

V. o ., M . Lyrtch#
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D A TE LO C A TIO N N UM BER OBSERVERS JA N U A R Y  1

L ittle  G u ll
16 Q uincy (Raccoon Island) 

Comm on Black-headed G u ll
1 ad D. Brown

th r, 13 W inthrop, G loucester H . 15 max, 1 ad V. 0 ., M . Lynch#
22-25,26-27 B rockton, Nant. 1 ad p h ,1 ad N . Cyrus, J. Papale#

Bonaparte’s G u ll
th r N antucket, N ew buryport 800, 31 max 1/20 v. o.
2 „2 0 Lynn (F lax Pd), W inthrop 300,17 J. Q uigley, J. B erry

M ew  G u ll
th r W in throp, Q uincy (Raccoon I.) 1 ad ph, 1 ad ph V. 0 .

R ing-b illed  G u ll
17 ,20 Q uincy, W inthrop 355,200 G. d ’Entrem ont, I. G iriunas#

Iceland G u ll
13 ,26 P’ tow n, P .I. 6, 15-h SSBC (W . Petersen), W . Petersen
29 E. G loucester 

Lesser B lack-backed G u ll
10 T. Aversa

3 ,2 6 Lynn (F lax Pd), P.I. 1 a d ,1 ad J. Q uigley, P. Roberts
19 R ockport (A J*.) 1(3W ) R. Forster#

Glaucous G u ll
th r E. G loucester, Rockport 1,1 ad V. 0 .
th r, 11 P’ tow n, Scituate 1-2,1 ad V. 0 ., R . Abrams#
19 ,20  Ipsw ich, Q uincy 

B lack-legged K ittiw a ke
1,1 C. Cook, TA S L (M . H a ll)

19 ,26 P’ tow n (R .P .), Rockport 300,4 I. G iriunas#, BBC  (S. B olton)
26-27,31 N antucket, P .I. 2 ,3  ad J. Papale, R . Forster#

D ovekie
19,26 P’ tow n (R .P .), Sagamore 2 ,1 D. B row n, R . Abrams -i- v. o.

T h ick-b ille d  M urre
13 P’ tow n (R .P.) 2 (1 o iled) SSBC (W .Petersen)
1 -9 ,19  P’ tow n w harf, R ockport 

Com m on M u rre  (details on file )
1,1 K . Jones, K . H am ilton

13-19 Provincetow n (R .P.) 2 SSBC (W .Petersen) + v. o.
R azorb ill

th r P’ tow n (R .P.) 1000 max 1/3 V. 0 .
th r Truro 250 max K .Jones
1 ,1 2 N antucket, M . V . 50 ,50 G. d ’Entrem ont#, V . Laux

B lack G uillem ot
13-19,19 P’ tow n, Cape Ann 6 ,1 6 V. 0 ., R . Forster#

A tla n tic  P u ffin
12 M . V . 9 V . Laux

DOVES THRO UG H FINCHES

Thirteen Eastern Screech-Owls were ta llie d  in  Framingham on January 5, and Great Hom ed O wls were 

w ide ly reported. Snowy O wls were scarce, bu t one or tw o were regular at Plum  Island and at Logan A irp o rt 
a ll m onth. Tw o im m ature Red-headed W oodpeckers were present throughout the m onth in  tw o locations, 

w h ile  R ed-bellied W oodpeckers were found at seven sites. Sapsucker reports came from  Nantucket, 
H ingham , and Scituate, w h ile  the B lack-backed W oodpecker continued in  U pton through at least January 7.

The Fram ingham  crow  roost contained an estimated 10,000 Am erican and 1000 Fish crows. Compared 
w ith  last year, the form er held th e ir own w h ile  the la tter dropped by 33% . A  V aried  T h ru sh  was discovered 
a t a feeder in  W rentham  on New Year’s Day. The B ottom lys were very gracious to  the b ird ing  com m unity 

and opened th e ir house to a ll who came by to  see th is handsome ind iv idua l. Three Bohem ian W axw ings 
were found among a flo c k  o f over 100 Cedar W axwings and as many as 600 Am erican Robins were seen at 
m idm onth in  Truro.

The fa c t that the tem perature averaged 4.1 degrees above norm al during December and January certa in ly 
had an e ffect on lin ge ring  passerines. On Nantucket a P rairie W arbler was care fu lly  studied where an 
Orange-crowned and 3 Palm warblers were also noted. A  N ashville  W arbler was found in  South Boston, and 

4  in d iv id u a l Yellow-breasted Chats were located. Sparrow high lights included reports o f 7 C hipping, 1 
Vesper, and 2 W hite-crow ned sparrows. W in ter finches were scarce w ith  no notable numbers.

G . d ’E. and R. H . S.
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M ourning Dove
th r Essex, Rochester 73 max 1/28,35 T . Young, M . M aurer

Bam  O w l
th r Nantucket 2 G. Frost

Eastern Screech-Owl
5 ,1 3 Fram ingham , Brewster 13,2 K . H am ilton#, SSBC (W . Petersen)
Reports o f 7 (5 red, 1 gray, 1 not specified) from  six sites.

Great Hom ed O w l
1,29 E . M iddleboro, Forestdale 3 ,3 K . Anderson, P. T rim ble
5 Framingham 5 K . H am ilton#
Reports o f 1 o r 2 ind ividuals (14 to ta l) from  nine locations.

Snowy O w l
th r Boston (Logan A irp o rt) 1 or 2 N . Sm ith
th r, 1 P .I., D uxbury Beach 2 ,1 V. 0., D . Ludlow # V. 0.

Barred O w l
5 Q uabbin (G 43) 1 M . Lynch#

Long-eared O w l
1,1 W achusett Res., N an t 2 ,1 M . Lynch#, v. o.
13 Brew ster (N ickerson S.P.) 1 SSBC (W . Petersen)
24-31,27 W ayland, Ipsw ich 1,1 S. Arena + v . o ., T . Aversa#

Short-eared O w l
1 ,6 Leicester, R ow ley 1 ,2 M . Lynch#, J. B erry
6 ,1 2 P .I., Fairhaven 2 ,1 BBC  (R. M cH ale), D . Z im berlin
13 Eastham 1 SSBC (W .Petersen)
27 Salisbury 3 BBC  (D . +  D . O live r)
21,24-31 M iddleboro, Essex 7 ,2 W .Petersen, T. Young

N orthern Saw-whet O w l
1 ,6 W achusett Res., Quab. (G43) 1,1 M . Lynch#, M . Lynch#
24-31,27 W ayland, Quabbin 2 ,1  ph S. Arena -(■ v. o ., P. O ’N e ill#

Belted K ingfisher
Reports o f 1 o r 2 individuals (17 to ta l) from  13 locations.

Red-headed W oodpecker
th r R utland, Hingham 1 im m , 1 imm B . C lunk + V. 0., V. o.

R ed-bellied W oodpecker
th r M edford, B y fie ld 1,1 D . Lange#, T . French
thr S. Dartm outh 1 V. 0 .
1-2 Canton 1 B . B lakely
1 Nantucket 1 G. d ’Entrem ont
27 Falm outh 1 E. Salmela

Y e llo w -be llie d  Sapsucker
1 Nantucket 1 im m G. d ’Entrem ont#
2 Hingham 1 R. Donovan
23-26 Scituate 1 E. Burbank

B lack-backed W oodpecker
1-7 U pton 1 V. 0 .

N orthern F licke r
3 ,5 H ingham , Framingham 8 ,3 G. d ’Entrem ont, K . H am ilton#

Pileated W oodpecker
5 ,2 9 Quabbin (G 43), W achusett Res. 3 ,2 M . Lynch#, M . Lynch#

Hom ed Lark
th r N ew bypt, H a lifax 114 max, 75 max V. 0 .

B lue Jay
26 ,29 H ardw ick, Falm outh 42 ,28 M . Lynch#, M . Lynch#

Am erican C row
th r Framingham (roost) 10,000 E. T aylo r

Fish Crow
th r Forestdale, Framingham 1,1000 P. T rim b le , K . H am ilton#
19,24 Barnstable, D uxbury 1.1 D. B row n, D . H louser

Common Raven
5 Quabbin (G 43) 1 M . Lynch#
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Black-capped Chickadee
2 ,6

Tufted Titm ouse
Rochester, U pton (1 feeder) 36 b, 20 M . M aurer#, G. d ’E ntem ont#

2 ,2 0 Rochester, Sandwich 26 b , 14 M . M aurer#, P. T rim ble
Red-breasted Nuthatch

th r, 5
B row n Creeper

B rookline, Framingham 3 ,2 6 H . W igg in , K . H am ilton#

5 ,3 0
C arolina W ren

Q uabbin (G 43), Duxbury 9 ,1 4 M . Lynch#, D . H louser

th r E . G loucester lo r 2 V. 0 .
1 ,5 H ardw ick, Framingham 1,3 M . Lynch#, K . H am ilton#
29 ,29

W in ter W ren
Falm outh, R ockport (A .P .) 26 ,1 M . Lynch#, T . Aversa

5 ,5 Stoneham, Framingham 2 ,1 T. Aversa, R . Forster#
Reports o f 6 ind iv idua ls a t six locations.

M arsh W ren
1,2 6 M arshfie ld (S .R iver), N an t 1.1 D. Ludlow #, J. Papale

G olden-crowned K in g le t
5 ,2 8 Fram ingham , W . Barnstable 17,6 K . H am ilton#, D . H louser
Reports o f 2-4 ind iv idua ls (22 to ta l) from  seven locations.

R uby-crow ned K in g le t
5 ,2 0 Fram ingham , O sterville 1 m, 1 R. Forster, M . Lynch#
29

Eastern B luebird
E . H arw ich 1 M . Lynch#

1 -7 ,2 N anL, E . M iddleboro 16+,4 V. 0 ., K . Anderson
5 ,1 3 H ardw ick, L inco ln 2, p r M . Lynch#, S. Perkins#
14,22

H erm it Thrsh
Q uincy, M arion 12,6 N . Sm ith, M . M aurer

Reports o f 10 ind iv idua ls from  eight locations.
Am erican R obin

17,18 Essex, N . Truro 20+,600 T . Young, M . M aurer#
26,31

V a rie d  T h rsh
Q uabbin (G 41), Nantucket 7,168 M . Lynch#, J. Papale

th r
G ray C atbird

W rentham  (a t feeder) 1 m A . B ottom ly + v. o.

1 ,2 N antucket, P lym outh 1,1 G. d ’Entrem ondf, M . Lynch#
6 ,2 9 Squantum, Falm outh 2 ,4 J. Young, M . Lynch#

N orthern M ockingbird
5

B row n Thrasher
Fram ingham 68 K . H am ilton#

th r
Am erican P ip it

Foxboro 1 J. G oodwin

1-10 Revere (P oint o f Pines) 1 V. 0 .
B ohem ian W axw ing

18 N . Truro 3 M . M aurer + J. Mason
Cedar W ax w ing

th r, 5 H ardw ick, Framingham 60t- m ax, 15 M . Lynch#, R. W alton#
18,18 M ilto n , N . Truro 50+, lOOt- G. d ’Entrem ont, M . M aurer#
22 ,2 6

N orthern Shrike
Falm outh, Nantucket 40 ,18 P. T rim ble, J. Papale

th r N antucket, Ipsw ich 3 max, 1-3 V. 0 ., T . Aversa
Reports o f 6 ind iv idua ls from  s ix  locations. 

O range-crowned W arbler
1 Nantucket 1 G. d ’Entrem ont#

N a sh ville  W a rb le r
5 South Boston (ra ilroad yards) 1 K . Ryan

Y ellow -rum ped W arbler
Reports o f 1-8 ind ividuals (o n ly  25 to ta l) from  six locations.

Pine W arbler 
th r, 19-20 

P ra irie  W a rb le r
E. M idd lebm o, W akefield 3 ,1 K . Anderson, C . Shubarth

1 Nantucket (Siasconset) 1 im m G. d ’Entrem ont#
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Palm  W arbler
1 ,15  N antucket, Eastham 3 ,4

Common Y ellow throa t
1 W ayland 1

Yellow-breasted Chat
th r, 15 NanL, Jamaica P la in 1,1
15 ,20 E. Orleans, Fairhaven 1,1

N orthern C ardinal
5 ,2 9  Fram ingham , Falm outh 86,21

Rufous-sided Towhee
5 ,7  Fram ingham , W eston 1 f, 1
13 W estport, S. Dartm outh 3 m , 5
6,22-29 Easton, Falm outh 1 f, 1

Am erican Tree Sparrow
1 ,5  Concord, Framingham 190,99
13,26 N ew bypt, Petersham 30, 40-h

C hipping Sparrow
1 ,9  N . D artm outh, Yarm outh 3 ,3
13 Fram ingham  1

F ie ld  Sparrow
Reports o f 2-4 individuals (20 to ta l) from  six locations.

G. d ’Entrem oni#, K . H am ilton 

B . H ow ell

E. Cahoon, M . Prim ack 
A . W illia m s, D . Z im berlin

K . H am ilton#, M . Lynch#

R. Forster#, S. W alton 
G. Gove + J. Gordon 
K . Ryan, v. o.

R . Forster, K . H am ilton#
BBC (C. Shubarth), M . Lynch#

M . Boucher, K . H am ilton 
K . H am ilton

20-27 E. M iddleboro 1 K . Anderson
Savannah Sparrow

1.1 Concord, N . Dartm outh 10,5 R. Forster, M . Boucher

6 ,1 0 Forestdale, E. Boston 23 ,3 P. T rim ble, T . Aversa
"Ipsw ich" Savannah Sparrow

25 South D uxbury 1 M . M aurer
Fox Sparrow

Reports o f 7 ind ividuals from  seven locations.
Song Sparrow

1 ,6 Concord, Forestdale 26,28 R. Forster, P. T rim ble
5 ,2 2 Fram ingham , Falm outh 51,22 K . H am ilton#, P. T rim ble

Swamp Sparrow
1 .2 Concord, P lym outh 9 ,6 + R. Forster, M . Lynch#

5,23 Framingham, DW W S 5,3 + K . H am ilton#, G. d ’Entrem ont#
W hite-throated Sparrow

1 ,5 N . D artm outh, Framingham 15,77 M . Boucher, K . H am ilton#

13 W estport, S. Dartm outh 60 ,40 G. Gove +  J. Gordon
W hite-crow ned Sparrow

th r, 1 Forestdale, Concord 1, lim m P. T rim b le , R. Forster

Dark-eyed Junco
th r, 5 Ipsw ich, Framingham 20 max, 167 J. B erry, K . H am ilton#
11,22 E. M iddleboro, Rochester 25 ,30+ M . M aurer, K . Anderson

Lapland Longspur
14,26 S. Boston, New bypt 4 ,3 0 G. d ’Entrem ont#, I. G iriunas#
26 ,27 P .I., HaUfax 50+, 50 W . Petersen, K . Anderson

Snow B unting
5 .1 3 N ew bypt, H a lifax 25,20+ H . W iggin#, K . Holmes

26 Plum  Island 60 W . Petersen
Red-w inged B lackbird

1 ,6 W . R oxbury, Easton 5 m , 150 T . Aversa#, K . Ryan

6 ,1 3 Forestdale, W estport 19,16 P. T rim ble, G. Gove#
Eastern M eadow lark

14,20 DW W S, Bridgewater 27 ,15 G . d ’Entrem ont#, M . M aurer#

20 ,2 6 E. M iddleboro, S. Dart. 30 ,14 K . Anderson, E. Raymond
R usty B lackbird

3 ,6 Lexington, W akefield 6 ,2 0 F. M o rris, P. + F. Vale

27 W ayland 1 K . H am ilton
Common C rackle

th r, 2 Boston, W orcester 14,7 T. Aversa, M . Lynch#

24 ,29 D uxbury, New Bedford 1 ,3 D . H louser, D . H louser
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Brown-headed C ow bird

4 ,6  N . Dartm outh, Easton
29 Forestdale

P urple Finch
8,2 0  W . R oxbury, Framingham
Reports o f 1 o r 2 ind ividuals (9 to ta l) from  seven locations. 

House Finch
5 Framingham

Red C rossb ill
7 .2 6  T opsfie ld, Quab. (G41)

W hite-w inged C rossb ill
27 W achusett Reservoir

Pine S iskin
1 ,2  U pton, M o rris  Island
2 0 .2 6  Hanson, H ardw ick 

Am erican G oldfinch
1, 5 Forestdale, Framingham

Evening Grosbeak
4 -6 ,5
23 ,2 6

U pton, Q uabbin (G43)
N . M idd leboro, H ardw ick

3 f,5 0
1

6 ,4

327

1,10

2 ,3
10,4

180,87

M . Boucher, K . Ryan 
P. T rim ble

T. Aversa, K . H am ilton

K . H am ilton#

J. M acD ougall, M . Lynch# 

M . Lynch#

M . Lynch#, D . A rvidson# 
W . Petersen, M . Lynch#

P. T rim ble, K . H am ilton#

31 max, 4 v. o ., M . Lynch#
12, 74 K . Holm es, M . Lynch#

H O W  T O  C O N T R IB U T E  B IR D  REPO RTS T O  B IR D  O B S E R V E R

This publication prin ts m onthly com pilations o f reports o f birds seen in  eastern Massachusetts. Space does 
not perm it the inclusion o f a ll m aterial subm itted. However, fie ld  reports sent to B ird  Observer are archived 

a t Massachusetts Audubon Society. O ur com pilers select and summarize fo r publication sightings that 
docum ent early and late dates fo r m igratory species, m axim um  counts o f m igrants, high o r low  numbers o f 
some com mon birds, and species found beyond the ir norm al ranges.

S ightings fo r any given m onth must be reported in  w ritin g  by the eighth o f the next m onth. Send to  B ird  
Reports, R obert H . S tym eist, 98 B oylston Street, W atertown, M A  02172. Organize reports by m onth and by 
species in  current A .O .U . checklist order. Include name and phone number o f observer, common name o f 
species, date o f s ighting , location, number o f b irds, number o f observers, and inform ation relevant to age, 
sex, m orph, etc.

Reports o f d iffic u lt idendfications, vagrants, and ra rities should include, in  addition to  the above 
in form ation , tim e o f day and lig h t available, w ind and weather conditions, the optics used and approxim ate 
distance from  the b ird , length o f observation, the observer’s p rio r experience w ith  the species, and fie ld  guide 

o r other reference used. P rovide a description o f the b ird  based solely on personal observation. Comment on 

the d istingu ish ing fie ld  marks (observed and unobserved), vocalizations, a c tiv ity , general behavior, the 
habitat in  the im m ediate v ic in ity , and other birds present. Include w ith  your report docum entation such as 
copies o f the observer’s fie ld  notes and sketches.
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