
Swainson's Hawk 
Halifax-Middleboro, MA 
October 1988 
Photo by Robert Abrams

FELD RECORDS

OCTOBER 1988
by George W. Gove and Robert H. Stymeist

October 1988 was very cool, dry, and not as "bright and blue" as the average October. The temperature 
averaged 50.8 degrees, 4.0 degrees below normal. This was the coldest October since 1974. No daily 
temperature records were broken. The high temperature was 83 degrees on October 1, and the low was 31 
degrees on October 31. The first freeze in Boston came on Halloween, seven days earlier than normal. 
Several inland suburban areas had a freeze even earlier in the month. Rainfall tolaled only 1.60 inches, 1.76 
inches less than normal, but many suburbs had heavier totals with amounts over an inch during a gusty 
nor’easter on October 22. A trace of melting snow was noted on October 8. This was the second earliest 
snow in the record span. The earliest snowfall on record was a trace on October 2 in 1899. There was 
frequent fog early in the month, and high winds on October 22 caused considerable damage along the coast

R.H.S.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS

Up to 220 Homed Grebes were counted at Wollaston, and the first Red-necked Grebe of the season was 
reported from the Cambridge Reservoir in Lincoln. Pelagic species seen offshore and from land during 
October storms included Northern Fulmars, Greater, Sooty, and Manx shearwaters, and both Wilson’s and 
Leach’s storm-petrels. Although there have been mid-November records for Wilson’s Storm-Petrels on 
Georges Bank, October 9 is a later than normal date for Wilson’s Storm-Petrels at Stellwagen Bank. Gannets 
numbered in the thousands at three locations on October 22, and thousands of Double-crested Cormorants 
were noted migrating. Among late reports of herons were a Tricolored Heron at Plum Island on October 2, a 
Green-backed Heron at North Middleboro on October 28, a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron at Eastham on 
October 15, and a Glossy Ibis at South DarUnouth on October 28. G.W.G.
DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1
Red-throated Loon

4,16 Barnstable (S.N.), Rockport 1,25 R. Forster, M. Lynch
16,22 P. I., Barnstable 50,15 R. Heil, T. Aversa
22,29 Rockport, Revere 50,5 J. Berry, J. Cumming

Common Loon
1-31 Quabbin (G35) 40 max D. Small
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.) 12,9 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
4,16 Lakeville, Rockport 5,23 R. Forster, M. Lynch#
30 Cape Cod Bay 23 BBC (H. D’Entremont)

loon species
22 Manomet 50 G. d’Entremont

Pied-billed Grebe
1-29 Arlington (Spy Pond) 5 max L. Taylor
1,4 Pcab<^y, Lakeville 2,13 D. F. Oliver, R. Forster
17-30 Cambridge (F.P.) 1 or 2 J. Barton
6,24 PRNWR, W. Newbury 1.2 W. Drew#, T. Aversa

Homed Grebe
9,21 Wayland, Newburyport 1.2 R. Forster
23,30 Gloucester, Lexington 1,2 BBC (J. Nove), R. Forster
31 Wollaston 220 R. Abrams

Red-necked Grebe
5-19,22 Lincoln, Manomet 1,1 R. Forster + v. o., G. d’Entremont

Northern Fulmar
9 Stellwagen Bank 100 R. Prescott

Greater Shearwater
9,22 Stellwagen Bank, P’town 35,12+ R. Prescott, W. Petersen
30 Cape Cod Bay 50 BBC (H. D’Entremont)
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

Sooty Shearwater 
9,22 
30

Manx Shearwater 
9,19 
22

Stellwagen Bank, P’town 
Cape Cod Bay

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel

Stellwagen Bank 
Provincetown, Rockport

Leach’s Storm-Petrel
Stellwagen Bank

8 
9

storm-petrel species 
8

Northern Gannet 
4,8 
9,22 
22,30

Great Cormorant 
2,14 
22,29

Barnstable (S J4.), Rockport 
Eastham, Stellwagen B ^

Barnstable (S Jl.)

Barnstable (S.N.)
Eastham, Rockport 
Provincetown, Cape Cod Bay

Cuttyhunk, N. Scituate 
Newburyport, Concord 

Double-crested Cormorant
15,17 P. 1., Newburyport
23.27 Winthrop, Hanson 

American Bittern
7,15 
22 
29

Great Blue Heron 
thr
2,6-28 
10 
21

Great Egret 
1- 10,10 
6-28 
10 
21

Snowy Egret 
thr 
10

Little Blue Heron 
2,23

Tricolored Heron 
1-2

Green-backed Heron
1,2 Newburyport, Harwich
1,2; 9 W. Newton; Brookline
28 N. Middleboro

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
thr Yarmouthport
24.28 P.L, E. Boston 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
15 Eastham

Glossy Ibis
28 S. Dart. (Allens Pd)

S. Dart (Allens Pd), GMNWR 
Salisbury, P. I.
P. I.

Essex County
Cape Cod, S. Dart. (Allens Pd) 
Eastham, Braintree 
PRNWR

Scituate, P. I.
S. Dart. (Allens Pd)
Westport, N. Monomoy 
PRNWR

P.I.
Westport 

P. I., Eastham 

P.I.

3.12 
6

6.12 
12,2

1,1
3.12

12

17.350 
250,2100 
2000,2000

6,2 imm
3.1 imm

12000,2000 
1000,300

1.2 
1.1 
1

18
14,4-9 BBC(R
32,9
9

1.2
17 max 10/6 
13,3 
6

63 max 10/9 
6

3 ad ,l

1 ad

1.1
1. 1; 1
1

140 max 10/5
14.12

1 imm 

1

R. Prescott, W. Petersen#
BBC (H. D’Entremont)

R. Prescott, S. Perkins 
W. Petersen#, J. MacDougall

R. Prescott

J. Heywood#, G. Soucy#
B. Nikula#, R. Prescott

B. Nikula#

R. Forster, B. Nikula#
B. Nikula, R. Heil
W. Petersen, BBC (H. D’Entremont)

P. Trimble, T. Aversa 
BBC (L. Pivacek), R. Forster

R. Abrams, R. Stymeist#
J. Cumming, W. Petersen

LCES (D. Christiansen), M. Lynch# 
BBC (L. Pivacek), M. Argue#
D. Chickering

J. Berry
Timberlake), LCES (D. Christiansen) 
P. Trimble, T. + J. Cameron 
W. Drew#

G. d’Entremont 
LCES (D. Christiansen)
R. Stymeist#, B. Nikula#
W. Drew#

V. o.
R. Stymeist 

F. Buirill, M. Lynch#

F. Burrill

BBC (R. McHale), J. Heywood 
T. Kuklinski; H. Wiggin
K. Holmes

J. Aylward 
T. Aversa

D. Small

LCES (D. Christiansen)

WATERFOWL

A Greater White-fronted Goose spent the last two weeks of the month at the reservoir in West Newbury, 
and Snow Geese were at Plum Island and North Monomoy. A Eurasian Wigeon was seen for one day at 
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge. Ring-necked Ducks, scaup species, and sea ducks were moving by 
the third week of the month, and a Harlequin Duck was present in Winthrop at month’s end. G.W.G.

Mute Swan
9-23 P. 1. 6 max 10/21
10,22 Westport, N. Scituate 176,30
16-29,23 Arlington, Gloucester 2,5

Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifronsflavirostris)
15-30 W. Newbury 1

V. o.
J. Heywood#, R. Forster 
L. Taylor#, BBC (J. Nove)

R. Heil + V. o.
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCT(

Snow Goose
6-23 P. I. 76 max 10/16 V. 0 .

15 N. Monomoy 14 B. Nikula#
Brant

22,30 Eastham, Plymouth 500,293 W. Petersen#, BBC (H. D’:
30,31 Wachusett ML, Quincy 110,600 P. Roberts, R. Abrams

Canada Goose
6,21 PRNWR 395,331 W. Drew#
17 GMNWR 1100 E. Taylor

Wood Duck
15,16 GMNWR, Concord 25,44 M. Lynch#, R. Stymeist#
30,31 S. Monomoy, Quabbin (G40) 4,5 B. Nikula, D. Small

Green-winged Teal
thr P. I. 175 max 10/6 W. Drew# + v. o.
15:21,30 GMNWR; S. Monomoy 

American Black Duck
150: 300,500 S. Perkins#: B. Nikula

thr P. I. 236 max 10/21 W. Drew# + v. o.
6-28 S. Dart (Allens Pd) 579 max 10/28 LCES (D. Christiansen)
10,30 Eastham, S. Monomoy 120,250 P. Trimble, B. Nikula

Northern Pintail
6-21 P. I. 30 max 10/16 V. 0 .
17,21-30 GMNWR, S. Monomoy 19,120 E. Taylor, B. Nikula

Blue-winged Teal
3-5,10 Marlboro, GMNWR 3,2 R. Graefe, T. Aversa
21 S. Monomoy 2 B. Nikula

Northern Shoveler
14-23 P. I. 12 max 10/23 G. Gove + V. 0 .
15,30 GMNWR, S. Monomoy 7,30 S. Perkins#, B. Nikula

Gadwall
9,16 Ipswich, GMNWR 20,10 J. Berry, G. d’Entremont
21,30 W. Newbury, S. Monomoy 2,30 R. Forster, B. Nikula

Eurasian Wigeon
2 GMNWR 1 m D. Arvidson

American Wigeon
1-22,16 Arlington, GMNWR 66 max 10/22,50 L. Taylor#, G. d’Entremt
17-30,30 Cambridge (F.P.), S. Monomoy 20 max 10/22,50 J. Barton, B. Nikula

Canvasback
23,30 Cambridge (F.P.) 96,460 R. Stymeist#, J. Barton

Ring-necked Duck
thr Cambridge (F.P.) 185 max 10/30 J. Barton + v. o.
thr W. Newbury (Cherry Hill Reservoir) 750 max 10/29 BBC (S. Bolton)
4 Lakeville 550 R. Forster

Greater Scaup
thr Cambridge (F.P.) 22 max 10/23 J. Barton + v. o.
4,29 Barnstable, P. I. 35,192 R. Forster, M. Lynch#
23,29 W. Newbury 48,100 J. Berry, BBC (S. Bolton)

Lesser Scaup
thr Cambridge (F.P.) 6 max 10/23 R. Stymeist# + v. o.
6-23 P. I. 12 max 10/23 V. 0 .
9-23 W. Newbury 28 max 10/21 R. Forster + v. o.
24 Lakeville 200 K. Anderson

scaup species
21,30 S. Monomoy 40,30 B. Nikula

Common Eider
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.) 16,8 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
6,21 PRNWR 38,70 W. Drew#
16,30 Rockport, S. Monomoy 170,2000 M. Lynch#, B. Nikula

Harlequin Duck
31 Winthrop 1 m J. Cumming

Oldsquaw
15,22 P. I., Provincetown 1,10 T. Aversa
22 Rockport 30 J. Berry

Black Scoter
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.) 240, 86 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
10,17 P. I., GMNWR 700,5 D. Chickering, E. Taylor
14-24,22 Cambridge (F.P.), Manomet 1,100 J. Barton, G. d’Entremont

Surf Scoter
2 Harwich 7 R. Stymeist#
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.) 254,135 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
10-23,12-28 P. L, Cambridge (F.P.) 500 max 10/10, 1-3 V. 0 ., J. Barton
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DATE LOCATION

Surf Scoter (continued)
16.22 Rockport
22 Manomet

White-winged Scoter
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.)
6-23 P. I.
16.22 Rockport 

scoter species
30 S. Monomoy

Common Goldeneye
30 Lexington

Bufflehead
21.23
30
31

Hooded Merganser 
1-23 
10-30 
18,20
21.30

Common Merganser
29.31 Waltham, Quabbin (G40) 

Red-breasted Merganser

W. Newbury, P. I.
S. Monomoy, Lexington 
Quincy

Arlington 
Lexington 
Newton, Stoneham 
PRNWR, Eastham

4,8 
16; 21,30 

Ruddy Duck 
1-23 
4,10
9- 23 
16-30
10- 29,30

Barnstable (S.N.) 
Rockport; S. Monomoy

Arlington
Lakeville, Brainuee 
W. Newbury 
Cambridge (F.P.) 
Danvers, S. Monomoy

NUMBER

1300,950
1000

OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

M. Lynch#, J. Berry 
G. d’Entremont

120,255 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
1500 max 10/16 W. Drew# + v. o.
428,600 M. Lynch#, R. Heil

3000 

1 m

8,2m  + 12f
100,44
550

1 m + 7 f 
44 max 10/30 
3 m + 2 f, 18 
4,13

21,15

45,180 
612; 800,2500

B. Nikula 

R. Forster

R. Forster, G. Gove
B. Nikula, R. Forster 
R. Abrams

C. Black#
R. Forster + v. o.
M. Murphy, T. Aversa 
W. Drew#, L. Taylor#

S. Perkins, D. Small

R. Forster, R. Stymeist# 
M. Lynch#; B. Nikula

18 max 10/23 L. Taylor#
45,54 K. Holmes, T. + J. Cameron
34 max 10/22 v. o.
101 max 10/28 J. Barton
41 max 10/10,250 J. Brown, B. Nikula

VULTURES THROUGH GALLIFORMES

The most notable report for October’s field records was that of a Swainson’s Hawk in the Halifax- 
Middleboro area. This hawk, an immature dark-phase bird, stayed in the area October 10-21 and was seen by 
many people. An adult Golden Eagle was seen at two locations in the Sudbury River Valley on October 16. 
Wild Turkeys were again reported from southeastern Massachusetts. G.W.G.
Turkey Vulture

6,28 S. Dart. (Allens Pd) 5,5 LCES (D. Christiansen)
9,10 Quabbin (G40), Canton 4,6 M. Lynch#, R. Stymeist#
Reports of 1-3 birds from 10 locations.

2,9 Cuttyhunk, P. I. 3,2 P. Trimble, J. Gordon#
4-25 Marlboro 1 or 2 R. Graefe
15-30 GMNWR 1-4 V. 0 .

Bald Eagle
9 Quabbin (G40) 3 BBC (M. Lynch)

Northern Harrier
thr Newburyport-P. I. 8 max 10/29 V. 0 .
thr Essex County. 8-10 J. Berry
10-15 Middleboro-Halifax 5-10 V. 0 .
21,30 S. Monomoy 5,3 B. Nikula

Sharp-shinned Hawk
2,9 Cuttyhunk, Quabbin (G40) 2,8 P. Trimble, BBC (M. Lynch)
Reports of 1 or 2 birds from 8 locations.

Cooper’s Hawk
9,11 Barnstable, E. Middleboro 1,1 P. Trimble, K. Anderson
15,20 GMNWR, Wellfleet 1 imm, 1 S. Perkins#, R. Prescott
29,30 W. Newbury, Truro 1, 1 D. Small, L. Taylor#

Northern Goshawk
10,15; 13 Belmont; Middleboro 1, 1; 1 S. Perkins + v. o.; R. Stymeist#
16,27 Forestdale, GMNWR 1, 1 P. Trimble, S. Perkins

Red-shouldered Hawk
6,10 E. Middleboro, Middleton 1,2 K. Anderson, J. MacDougall
11,14 DWWS 1 imm, 1 imm R. Forster, T. Aversa

Swainson’s Hawk
10-21 Halifax-Middleboro 1 imm H. W. Harrington, A. Leggett + v. o.
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DATE LOCATION

Red-tailed Hawk
10-19 Halifax-Middleboro
15 Wobum

Rough-legged Hawk
25,28 

Golden Eagle 
16

American Kestrel 
9,13 
16,21 

Merlin 
1,9 
20,23

DWWS, Wayland

GMNWR, Sudbury (Weir Hill)

Quabbin (G40), Middleboro 
Ipswich, PRNWR

Peabody, Quabbin (G40) 
Wellfleet, Foxboro

Reports of individuals from 11 locations. 
Peregrine Falcon

2,9 Eastham, Chatham
9-23 P.I.
9,15 N. Monomoy
Reports of individuals from 13 locations. 

WUd Turkey
4,12 Brockton, Middleboro
9,31 Quabbin (G40), (G37)

Northern Bobwhite
2,4 S. Wellfleet, Eastham

Quayle
thr Washington

2-6
4

1.1 dk 

1 ad

9.2
1,1
1.2 
1,1

NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

BBC (N. King)

N. Sferra, J. Huntington

R. Walton, R. Stymeistf

BBC (M. Lynch), K. Anderson 
J. Berry, W. Drew#

D. F. Oliver, BBC (M. Lynch) 
R. Prescott, M. Kasprzyk#

2,2 D. F. Oliver, L. Roscoe#
1 or 2 on each of 4 days v. o.
2,4 B. Nikula-l-V. o.

5,1 K. Anderson
15,8 BBC (M. Lynch), D. Small

10,10 D. F. Oliver, R. Forster

1 G. Bush

RAILS THROUGH PHALAROPES

Up to 3 Clapper Rails were present in Chatham throughout the month, and Soras were noted at three 
locations. Lesser Golden-Plovers were seen at eight locations, and a Piping Plover seen at North Monomoy 
on October 30 was very late. Two Whimbrels were noted this month, and single Marbled Godwits were 
present at Plum Island and in the Chatham-North Monomoy area. Baird’s Sandpipers at Scituate and at Plum 
Island were late; the previous latest date in Bird Observer field records for this species was November 6, 
1983, although there were January/February sightings in earlier years. Four Stilt Sandpipers at Plum Island 
were also tardy. An American Woodcock was seen on a BBC pelagic trip to Stellwagen Bank. G.W.G.

Clapper Rail 
thr

Virginia Rail 
1,16 

Sora 
1,2
10, 10-12 

American Coot 
3-19,16-17 
12-31,23

Black-bellied Plover
1,23; 9 Winthrop; N. Monomoy
16,21 P. I., PRNWR

Lesser Golden-Plover
4,9 Barnstable, Salisbury
10,15; 30 N. Monomoy; S. Monomoy
15 Middleboro
21-29,23 P.L, Halifax

Semipalmated Plover

Chatham

DWWS, GMNWR 

DWWS
GMNWR, Newton

Marlboro, GMNWR 
Cambridge (FP.), Plymouth

3 max

1.1
1-3 
3.1

14.17
16.18 
22

Piping Plover 
10; 16,30 

Killdeer 
2-23 
5-25 
1,10 
10,25

Marshfield, P. I.
N. Monomoy, Chatham 
Winthrop

Chatham; N. Monomoy

Halifax 
Marlboro
Arlington Reservoir, Ipswich 
Concord (Nine Acre Comer) 

American Oystercatcher
2.10 Cuttyhunk, N. Monomoy
6.10 Chatham

1-3,12 max 
1-6,137

300,500;400 
46,54

1,1
4,2; 1
4
5 max 10/21,7

11,5
80,3
1

5; 2.1

100 max 10/23 
10 max 10/18 
19.12 
30,50

2,35 
43,40

P. Trull

G. d’Entremont#, T. Aversa 

V. o.
T. Aversa, S. Dennison#

R. Graefe, v. o.
J. Barton, R. Abrams

J. Gumming; B. Nikula 
BBC (P. Stevens), W. Drew#

R. Forster#
B. Nikula#
G. d’Entremont#
V. o., W. Petersen

T. Aversa
B. Nikula, R. Stymeistil 
J. Gumming

B. Nikula#

V. o.
R. Graefe
L. Taylor#, J. Berry 
R. Forster

P. Trimble, B. Nikula#
W. Bailey
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Greater Yellowlegs 
1-31 
1-29 
23

Lesser Yellowlegs 
10-23 
10,22 
22 
30

Solitary Sandpiper 
6-11 

WUlet 
1

Spotted Sandpiper 
2,4-19
9.22 
15,20

Whimbrel 
1,9

Hudsonian Godwit 
9-24
1.22

Marbled Godwit 
1-22 
6-10

Ruddy Turnstone 
28, 30 

Red Knot
9.16 
15,24 
30

Sanderling
9.16 
16

Semipalmated Sandpiper

DATE LOCATION

Newburyport-P. I. 
E. Boston 
Newbury

NUMBER

90 max 10/21 
107 max 10/1 
40

Newburyport-P. I. 40 max 10/23
Arlington Reservoir 10,3
N. Scituate 1
Lexington (Cambridge Reservoir) 1

Lexington (Cambridge Reservoir) 1-3

P.I.

Harwich, W. Newton 
W. Newbury 
Danvers

P. I„ N. Monomoy

Newburyport-P. I.
E. Boston, Salisbury

P.I.
Chatham-N. Monomoy

Winthrop, Plymouth

N. Monomoy 
P. I.
Plymouth

N. Monomoy 
P.I.

10,21
23

Western Sandpiper 
22,23 
21,30

Calidris species 
30

White-rumped Sandpiper

Halifax, S. Monomoy 
Newbury

P. I.
Salisbury, Monomoy 

Monomoy

9-23 
9,16; 21
29.30

Baird’s Sandpiper 
7,10

Pectoral Sandpiper 
1-23
9- 23
9.30
21.30
10- 23 
15,23

Purple Sandpiper 
15

Dunlin 
8-29 
9,16 
22-29

Stilt Sandpiper 
21

P.I.
N. Monomoy; S. Monomoy 
Winthrop, Monomoy

Scituate, P. I.

Arlington Reservoir 
P.I.
N. Monomoy 
S. Monomoy 
Halifax
GMNWR, Newbury 

P. I.

Newburyport-P. I.
N. Monomoy 
Winthrop

P.I.
Long-billed Dowitcher

1-29 
10-29

Common Snipe 
10.23 
10,16

E. Boston 
P.I.

P. I.
Halifax, Ipswich

1

1,1 
1,1 
2,1
1.1
14 max 10/10 
1.9

1
1

1,3

150,15 
39,35 
2

400,300 
43

1,25
4

3,1
1,3+

50 max 10/10 
4,5; 25+
13.12

1.1
11 max 10/1 
20 max 10/10
15.12 
120,30 
50 max 
8,25

1

302 max 10/29 
500,900 
600 max 10/29

4 or 5
44 max 10/15

1.1 
1.2

OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

V . o.
J. Camming 
D. F. Oliver

V . o.
L. Taylor#
R. Forster 
R. Forster

R. Forster, C. Floyd

BBC (R. McHale)

J. Heywood, T. Kuklinski 
R. Forster, BBC (L. Pivacek)
J. Brown

D. Chickering, B. Nikula#

V . o .
J. Camming, BBC (L. Pivacek)

D. Chickering + v. o.
B. Nikula + v. o.

T. Aversa, BBC (H. D’Entremont)

B. Nikula 
T. Aversa
BBC (H. D’Entremont)

B. Nikula 
BBC (P. Stevens)

K. Anderson, B. Nikula#
D. F. Oliver

BBC (L. Pivacek), D. F. Oliver
R. Forster, B. Nilmla

B. Nikula

G. d’Entremont# + v. o.
B. Nikula
J. Camming, B. Nikula 

D. Clapp, G. d’Entremont#

L. Taylor#
G. d’Entremont# + v. o.
B. Nikula 
B. Nikula
W. Petersen, K. Anderson
S. Perkins, D. F. Oliver

T. Aversa

M. Lynch# + v. o.
B. Nikula
G. Gove# + V . o.

R. Forster

J. Gumming 
V . o.

G. d’Entremont#, D. F. Oliver
K. Anderson, D. F. Oliver
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

American Woodcock
10; 15 Middleton; DWWS, S. Boston 1; 1,1
16 Middleboro, Concord 2,1
30 Stellwagen Bank 1

Red-necked Phalarope
4,8 Barnstable (S.N.) 2,1
8,9 Rockport, Newburyport 3,15
9 Stellwagen Bank 4

Red Phalarope 
9,10 Stellwagen, N. Monomoy 2,1
15,22 GMNWR, Winthrop lp h ,2

J. MacDougall; D. Morimoto
K. Holmes, R. Stymeist#
BBC (H. D’Entremont)

R. Forster, B. Nikula
G. Soucy#, H. Wiggin#
R. Prescott

R. Prescott, W. W. Harrington# 
A. Bennett#, J. Camming

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS

Pomarine and Parasitic jaegers were noted at Stellwagen Bank and from shore on stormy days. An adult 
Franklin’s Gull was seen once in Winthrop, possibly the same bird that was at East Boston a month earlier. 
Single adult Lesser Black-backed Gulls were seen at four locations, and an immature Sabine’s Gull was seen 
at Stellwagen Bank on a BBC pelagic trip. Six Caspian Terns were noted at Barnstable, and Common Terns 
were still present in numbers throughout the month. Dovekies were migrating during the storm on October 
22, when one was seen inland at Fresh Pond in Cambridge. G.W.G.
Pomarine Jaeger

9 Stellwagen Bank 1 R. Prescott
Parasitic Jaeger

9,19 Stellwagen Bank 2,4 R. PrescoU, S. Perkins
22 Rockport, Manomet 4,3 R. Heil, G. d’Entremont#

jaeger species
5,9; 8 Eastham; Barnstable 3,6; 21 B. Nikula
22 Rockport; P’town, Eastham 2; 7,5 R. Heil; W. Petersen#

Laughing Gull
1-29 E. Boston 30 max 10/1 J. Gumming
2,18 Harwich, Chatham 170,74 R. Stymeist#
2,10 Cuttyhurik, Westport 140,250 P. Trimble, R. Stymeist#
28 Winthrop 170 T. Aversa

Franklin’s Gull
28 Winthrop 1 ad T. Aversa

Little Gull
2-16 Newburyport Harbor 2 ad max 10/9 R. Stymeist# + v. o.
18 Lynn 1 J. Quigley

Common Black-headed Gull
7; 18,25 E. Boston; Lynn 1 ad; 1 ad J. Quigley
10,22 Provincetown, Winthrop 1,1 J. Gumming

Bonaparte’s Gull
2,14;15 Newburyport; Ipswich 150,85; 14 J. Brown, J. Berry; J. Berry
22,29; 26 Winthrop; Lynn 300,8; 550 J. Gumming; J. Quigley#

Ring-billed Gull
10,21 Westport, Halifax 325,200 R. Stymeist#, K. Anderson
3,22 E. Boston, Winthrop 137,470 J. Gumming

Lesser Black-backed Gull
5,11 Nantucket, Lynn 1 ad, 1 ad M. Litchfield, J. Quigley
30 Cape Cod Bay, S. Monomoy 1 ad, 1 ad BBC (H. D’Entremont), B. Nikula

Black-legged Kitliwake
8,9 Barnstable, Eastham 9,30 B. Nikula
22 Rockport, Provincetown 220,3500 R. Heil, W. Petersen#
22,30 Eastham, Cape Cod Bay 500,250 T. Aversa, BBC (H. D’Entremont)

Sabine’s Gull
30 Cape Cod Bay 1 imm BBC (H. D’Entremont)

Caspian Tern
5 Barnstable 6 R. Pease

Common Tern
10,22 Westport, P. I. 6,5 R. Stymeist#, BBC (L. Pivacek)
10,22,30; 30 P’town; Cape Cod Bay 150,44,6; 23 V. 0 .; BBC (H. D’Entremont)

Forster’s Tern
2,21 Newburyport, PRNWR 2,1 J. Brown, W. Drew#
10,22 Westport, Barnstable 6,10 R. Stymeist#, T. Aversa

Dovekie
22 Rockport, Manomet 78,3 R. Heil, G. d’Entremont#
22 Eastham, Provincetown 1,5 W. Petersen#
22,23 Cambridge (F.P.), Gloucester 1,1 C. Marchant, BBC (J. Nove)
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Razorbill 
9,19 
22,30

DATE

Stellwagen Bank 1,1
Manomet, Cape Cod Bay 1,4

LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

R. Prescott, S. Perkins 
G. d’Entremont, BBC (H. D’Entremont)

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS

Black-billed Cuckoos were noted as late as October 9, and single Yellow-billed Cuckoos were noted on 
eight occasions, including one banded at Manomet Bird Observatory. Northern Saw-whet Owls were seen at 
M^blehead and at Salisbury. A Chimney Swift was noted on October 2, and both Red-headed and Red- 
bellied woodpeckers were seen. G.W.G.
Mourning Dove

10,15 Ipswich, Belmont
Black-billed Cuckoo

9 P. I., Salisbury
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

1,15; 1 Beverly; Quabbin (G40)
2,19; 6 Truro; MBO
9,23 P. I.

Eastern Screech-Owl
1.16 Brookline, Arlington 

Great Homed Owl
thr Ipswich
9,15-25 Quabbin (G40), E. Middleboro
29,31 Belmont, Hanson

Northern Saw-whet Owl
24,29 MNWS, Salisbury 1,1

Chimney Swift
2 Topsfield

Belted Kingfisher
1,4-13 Newburyport, Marlboro 2,1
9.16 Quabbin (G40), GMNWR 3,2

Red-headed Woodpecker
16 Wellesley 1 imm

Red-bellied Woodpecker
26 Woburn 1

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
1,2 P. I., Waltham 2,1
9,12 Quabbin (G40), MBO 3,1 b

Pileated Woodpecker
23 Ipswich 1 J. MacDougall

150,125

1,1
1, 1; 1 
1,1; lb  
1,1
2,1
2
1.1 or2
1.2

J. Berry, R. Stymeist#

R. Stymeist#, R. Forster

J. Brown; T. Aversa 
R. Stymeist#; M. Kasprzyk 
M. Argue#, J. Gordon#

R. Stymeist#, L. Taylor#

J. Berry
BBC (M. Lynch), K. Anderson 
L. Taylor#, W. Petersen

R. Wolanin, BBC (S. Bolton)

J. Brown

BBC (R. McHale), R. Graefe 
BBC (M. Lynch)

R. Bankart

J. Lavelle

H.Wiggin#,L. Taylor#
BBC (M. Lynch), MBO

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SHRIKES

Three Western Kingbirds were recorded during the month, 3 more than last October, but not as many as 
the 8 noted in October 1986. Swallows were still present in impressive numbers early in the month. Two late 
Cliff Swallows were reported in Middleboro on October 15, nearly a month beyond their usual departure 
date.

The Eurasian Jackdaw continued to be seen along Hummock Pond on Nantucket throughout the month, 
and a Common Raven being harassed by a dozen American Crows was seen along Route 95 in Groveland. A 
total of 16 Winter Wrens was reported during the month, nearly as many as last October.

A Northern Wheatear at Red River Beach in Harwich was certainly one of the fall’s highlights. This 
individual of the Greenland race, Oenanthe oenanlhe leucorhoa, was found by a vacationing birder and then 
seen by many the next day. This may have been the same bird reported in September in Wellfleet.

There was a good flight of Water Pipits with an exceptional count of 200 or so in Lincoln on Halloween 
Day. The Loggerhead Shrike first found on September 29 continued throughout the month at Daniel Webster 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Marshfield, and the season’s first Northern Shrike was found on Plum Island on 
October 28. R.H.S.
Eastern Wood-Pewee

1 Newburyport 1 BBC (R. McHale)
Empidonax species

6,9 Peabody, Scituate 1,1 R. Hcil, G. d Entremont
Eastern Phoebe

2,9 Waltham, Quabbin (G40) 9,18 L. Taylor#, BBC (M. Lynch)
14,15 DWWS, Belmont 2,8 T. Aversa, R. Stymeist#

BIRD OBSERVER 92 Vol. 17, No. ,1989



Western Kingbird 
1,6 
13

Homed Lark 
9,13
21.29

Tree Swallow 
2 
6
9
10
15.22

Cliff Swallow 
15

Bam Swallow 
5,15-28 
10,15 

Blue Jay 
2

Eurasian Jackdaw 
Ihr

American Crow 
thr
28.30 

Fish Crow
15.22 
31

Common Raven 
9,17

DATE

P.I., Chatham (Morris I.) 1,1
S. Dart. (Allens Pd) 1

Quabbin (G40), Middleboto 25,22 
Salisbury, P.I. 35,45

Naushon-Cuttyhunk 15000
S. Dart. (Allens Pd) 3000+
Scituate 2500+
Westport, Halifax 70,3000+
N. Monomoy, P’town 2(X), 15

Middleboro 2

Way land (Heards Pd) 4,1
Middleboro 10,2

Minis 1500+

Nantucket (Hummock Pd) 1

E. Middleboro-Halifax 200+
W. Roxbury, Hamilton 250,60

Hanson, N. Scituate 1,1
Wellesley 1

LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

Black-capped Chickadee
9 Quabbin (G40)

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Quabbin (G40), Groveland 3,1

Golden-crowned Kinglet
1,16 Milton (Blue Hills), P.I.
20,29 Brookline, Framingham

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
1,5 P.I.,Wayland
9 Quabbin (G40)
27,31 W. Newton, Lexington

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
10

Eastern Bluebird 
thr 
9 
13

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Sandwich

E. Middleboro 
Quabbin (G40) 
Medford (Fells)

Swainson’s Thrush 
1;3,4 
9,16

Cuttyhunk

Topsfield; Manomet 
Quabbin (G40), P.I.

63

9,29 Quabbin (G40), Topsfield 23,2
Brown Creeper

9 Quabbin (G40), P.I. 9,3
10 Middleboro 4

Carolina Wren
thr, 1 Ipswich, Brookline 1,2
2 Eastham, P’town 1,1
10 Milton, Fall River 1.4
16,30 Middleboro, Hyannis 3,2

House Wren
1 Topsfield, Cuttyhunk 1,1

Winter Wren
1 Milton, Nahant 1,1
2,9 P’town, Quabbin (G40) 1.2
10,13 Eastham, Stoneham 1.2
15,16,29 Nahant 2,2,
16,28 Sudbury, Medfield 1,1
30 S. Monomoy 1

Marsh Wren
15 GMNWR 15

A. Dessinger, P. Tmll 
W. Evill#

BBC (M. Lynch), D. F. Oliver 
R. Forster, M. Lynch#

P. Trimble
LCES (D. Christiansen)
G. d’Entremont 
R. Stymeist#, K. Holmes
B. Nikula#, W. Petersen#

G. d’Entremont#

R. Forster 
D. F. Oliver + v. o.

R. Forster

fide E. Andrews

K. Anderson
T. Aversa, J. MacDougall

W. Petersen, R. Forster 
R. Forster

BBC (M. Lynch), R. Stymeist 

BBC (M. Lynch)

BBC (M. Lynch), J. MacDougall

BBC (M. Lynch), R. Forster#
K. Holmes

J. Berry, R. Stymeist 
D. F. Oliver
T. Cameron, R. Stymeisdi 
G. d’Entremonl#, P. Trimble

J. Brown, P. Trimble

G. d’Entremont#, J. Gumming 
BBC (R. Timberlake), BBC (M. Lynch) 

P. ’Trimble, T. Aversa
L. Pivacek 
G. Gove, T. Aversa 
B. Nikula

M. Lynch#

G. d’Entremont, BBC (P. Stevens)
H. Wiggin, R. Forster

BBC (R. McHale), R. Forster 
BBC (M. Ljtnch)
T. Kuklinski, J. Heywood

1 P. Trimble

10 max 10/25 K. Anderson
20 BBC (M. Lynch)
14 P. Roberts

1 P. Trimble

1; 1 b, 1 b J. Brown; MBO
1 , 1  BBC (M. Lynch), C. Floyd

50,46 
2,7

12,4
29
2,1
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988
Hermit Thrush

9,14-20 Quabbin (G40), Manomet 9,9 b BBC (M. Lynch), MBO
16-19,27 Belmont, Stoneham 12,11 S. Perkins + v. o., T. Aveisa
30

American Robin
Ipswich, Waltham 6,4 J. MacDougall, J. Heywood

15,24 Belmont, Middleboro 250+,200+ R. Stymeist#, K. Holmes
31 Lexington 80+ J. Heywood

Northern Wheatear
2-3

Gray Catbird
Harwich (Red River B.) 1 ph D. Stokes + V. 0 .

1:5,13 P.I.; Wayland, Wellesley 14; 5,3 BBC (R. McHale); R. Forster
Northern Mockingbird

1,7
Brown Thrasher

Marshfield, Brookline 8,5 D. F. Oliver, H. Wiggin

30
Water Pipit

P’town 1 L. Taylor#

9 Salisbury, New Braintree 12,50 R. Forster#, BBC (M. Lynch)
10 Concord, Newbury 12,15 R. Forster, G. d’Entremont#
10,11 P’town, Middleboro 20,60 J. Smith, H. W. Harrington
15 Danvers, Monomoy 15.1 J. Brown, D. Small
22,23 P.I., Eastham 19,6 BBC (L. Pivacek), M. Lynch#
31

Cedar Wax wing
Lincoln 200 I. Nisbet

1.2 Brookline, Truro 35,12 R. Stymeist, J. Cumming
15,23

Northern Shrike
Ipswich, Belmont 16,110 J. Berry, L. Taylor#

28
Loggerhead Shrike

P.I. 1 J. Murray

thr DWWS 1 V. 0 .

VIREOS THROUGH FINCHES

A total of 21 species of warblers was seen during the month, down from the 24 species noted last October. 
Late warblers included a Blue-winged Warbler in Provincetown on October 2, a Prairie Warbler on October 
22, an American Redstart on October 30, and a Wilson’s Warbler on Plum Island on October 16.

Dickcissels were reported from three locations, and Blue Grosbeaks were found in Belmont and in 
Middleboro. Two Clay-colored Sparrows were reported this October compared with 5 last October. There 
were 2 reports of immature Lark Buntings, and one or two Lark Sparrows were reported from Middleboro. 
The first Fox and American Tree sparrows were noted late in the month. Good numbers of White<rowned
and Lincoln’s sparrows were observed in many locations.

At Heards Pond in Wayland 325 Rusty Blackbirds were seen on October 9, and large flocks of blackbirds 
were reported from the Middleboro-Lakeville area. A Brewer’s Blackbird was photographed in Chatham, 
and a Yellow-headed Blackbird visited a feeder in Eastham on October 18. R.H.S.
White-eyed Vireo 

10
Solitary Vireo

P’town 1 J. Smith

9 Salisbury, Quabbin (G40) 1.6 R. Forster, BBC (M. Lynch)
14,16

Red-eyed Vireo
DWWS, P.I. 1.1 T. Aversa, C. Floyd

7,11,17 Manomet 2 b ,5 b ,2 b MBO
10,14 Stoneham, Marshfield 1.1 T. Aversa
16.17 P.I., Lincoln 1.1 C. Floyd

Blue-winged Warbler
2

Tennessee Warbler
P’town (Beech Forest) 1 BBC (R. Timberlake)

12 Manomet lb MBO
Orange-crowned Warbler

10,11 Ipswich, Manomet 1,1b C. Schubarth, MBO
13,19

Nashville Warbler
Worcester, Truro 1,1 M. Lynch#, R. Stymeist#

6,20; 15 
Northern Parula

Manomet; Belmont 2b, l b ; l MBO; J. Heywood#

1,16
Yellow Warbler

P.I., Rockport 1,1 M. Argue#, D. F. Oliver

1 P.I. 1 H. Wiggin#
Magnolia Warbler

1.6 Nahant, Framingham 1.1 J. Cumming, R. Forster
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

Cape May Warbler
1,2; 2 Nantucket; Minis
9 P.I.

Black-throated Blue Warbler
1,3,9 P.I., Stoneham, P.I.
6,12,19 Manomet
14; 17 Marshfield; P.I., Chatham

Yellow-rumped Warbler
9,10 Quabbin (G40), Fall River
10,17,23 P.I.
15,27 Danvers, W. Newton

Black-throated Green Warbler

2, 1;1 
1

BBC (D. Davis); R. Forster
R. Forster#

Brookline, Manomet 
Belmont, Ipswich

Quabbin (G40), Fall River

W. Newbury

DWWS, Scituate 
Framingham, Quabbin (G40) 
Forestdale, S. Monomoy

Milton, Quabbin (G40) 
Hamilton, Millis

Fall River, Petersham

Manomet

1,12 
15,17

Pine Warbler 
9,10

Prairie Warbler 
22

Palm Warbler 
1
6.9 
16,21

Blackpoll Warbler 
1
17.23

American Redstart 
10,30 

Ovenbird 
7

Mourning Warbler
6.10 Boston, Topsfield 

Common Yellowthroat
9 Scituate, Quabbin (G40)
12.23 Halifax, Belmont

Wilson’s Warbler
16 P.I.

Yellow-breasted Chat
3,6 
15,19

Scarlet Tanager 
1,2 
30

Blue Grosbeak
10.15

Indigo Bunting
10.16 

Dickcissel
9,16,22

Manomet 
Belmont, Chatham

Brookline (2 locations) 
Hyannis

Belmont, Middleboro 

Sandwich, Forestdale 

P.I.

1.1.1 f M. Argue#, T. Aversa, R. Forster#
1 b, 1 b, 1 b MBO
1; 1,1 T. Aversa; R. Stymeist, W. Bailey

93,65 BBC (M. Lynch), R. Stymeist#
10,150-h, 31 J. Berry, R. Stymeist, D. F. Oliver
150,10 J. Brown, T. Kuklinski

4.1 b R. Stymeist, MBO
1.3 L. Taylor#, J. Berry

12,6 BBC (M. Lynch), R. Stymeist#

1 BBC (L. Pivacek)

10,15 G. d’Enu^mont#
15,25 R. Forster, BBC (M. Lynch)
30,20 P. Trimble, B. Nikula

50,28 G. d’Entremont, BBC (M. Lynch)
1.1 J. Berry, R. Forster

1.1 R. Stymeist#, E. Nielsen

1 b MBO

1.1 N. Staulker, J. Brown

1.4 G. d’Ennemont, BBC (M. Lynch)
1.1 K. Anderson, L. Taylor#

1 m C. Floyd

1 b, 1 b MBO
1.1 R. Stymeist, W. Bailey

2.2 R. Stymeist, B. Rielly
1 P. Trimble

1.1 S. Perkins#, R. Stymeist#

5, 3 P. Trimble

1.1.1 D. Gagne, BBC (P. Stevens), BBC (L. Pivacek)
10,13-20 Truro, Peabody 2.1 R. Heil#

Rufous-sided Towhee
6,13 Framingham, Stoneham 3,5 R. Forster, T. Aversa

American Tree Sparrow
20 Bolton Flats 20 E. Salmela
29,30 Ipswich, Waltham 3 or 4, 1 J. Berry, J. Heywood
30 SRV, Petersham 5,2 R. Forster, G. Gove#

Chipping Sparrow
1 P.I., Quabbin (G40) 50,25 BBC (R. McHale), T. Aversa
29,30 P.I., Wayland 9.3 G. Gove#, R. Forster

Clay-colored Sparrow
2,28 Cuttyhunk, P.I. 1,1 P. Trimble, fide S. Perkins

Field Sparrow
1,16 Peabody, Sudbury 8,2 D. F. Oliver, G. Gove#

Vesper Sparrow
3.9 Wellfleet, W. Newbury 8,1 D. Arvidson#, H. Wiggin#
10,15 Scituate, Middleboro 1.3 T. Cameron#, M. Lynch#
16 Forestdale 2 P. Trimble

Lark Sparrow
13-15 Middleboro lo r 2 D. F. Oliver# + v. o.
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS OCTOBER 1988

Lark Bunting
3,10

Savannah Sparrow
1, 10
10,15
25,29

"Ipswich" Sparrow 
21

P’town, Ipswich

Peabody, Ipswich 
Middleboro 
Concord, E. Boston

Grasshopper Sparrow
S. Monomoy, Salisbury

15,16
Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Middleboro, N. Monomoy

1
Seaside Sparrow 

9
Fox Sparrow

27.29 
30

Song Sparrow 
1.6 
9,13 
15

Lincoln’s Sparrow 
6,15
15.30

P.I., Scituate

Scituate

Concord, Truro 
Sudbury

Danvers, Framingham 
Quabbin (G40), Bolton 
GMNWR, Middleboro

Framingham, Belmont 
Middleboro, Truro

Reports of 1-3 birds from 10 locations.
Swamp Sparrow

1,5 Peabody, Way land
6,10 Framingham, Belmont
15,16 GMNWR, Sudbury

White-throated Sparrow
6,9 Framingham, Quabbin (G40)

White-crowned Sparrow
1 Peabody, Belmont, Nahant
1 Newburyport, Scituate
2 Truro, Wellfleet

1 imm (details), 1 imm M. McClellan#, D. Brown

30.50 D. F. Oliver, L Berry
40,100+ G. d’Entremont# + v. o.
27,10 R. Forster, J. Gumming

1,2 B. Nikula, R. Forster

1.1 D. Brown#, B. Nikula

4,4 BBC (R. McHale), G. d’Entremont

1 G. d’Entremont

1.1 C. Floyd, D. Morimoto
1 R. Forster

40,65 J. Brown, R. Forster
57,90 BBC (M. Lynch), M. Lynch#
60.50 M. Lynch#, G. d’Entremont#

9,6 R. Forster, R. Stymeist#
4+, 2 G. d’Entremont#, L. Taylor#

8,15 D. F. Oliver, R. Forster
20,35 R. Forster, S. Perkins#
120+.20 M. Lynch#, G. Gove

45,52 R. Forster, BBC (M. Lynch)

3.3.5 D. F. Oliver, L. Taylor#, J. Gumming
16.5 BBC (R. McHale), G. d’Entremont
30+, 18 R. Stymeist, J. Heywood#

6, 14,17 Manomet 3 b. 1 b, 1 b MBO
9,10 Salisbury, Ipswich 10,6 R. Forster, G. d’Entremont#
13,16 Bolton, Forestdale 29,15 M. Lynch#, P. Trimble
Many other reports of 1-3 individuals from a wide area.

Dark-eyed Junco
2 Boston H. (Georges I.) 4 BBC (P. Stevens)
28 Sherbom, Wayland 15,25 R. Forster
30 Waltham, Topsfield 15,32 J. Heywood#, J. MacDougall

Lapland Longspur
12,16 Halifax, Middleboro 2,3 R. Forster#, G. d’Entremont#
21,30 Salisbury 3,1 R. Forster, D. Chickering

Snow Bunting
29,30 Salisbury, Chatham 16,8 D. Chickering, P. Trimble
31 Quabbin (G40) 150 D. Small#

Eastern Meadowlark
2,6 DWWS, Framingham 13,5 R. Stymeist#, R. Forster
16, 30 Middleboro, Truro 10+,4 G. d’Entremont#, L. Taylor#

Yellow-headed Blackbird
18 Eastham 1 fide B. Nikula

Rusty Blackbird
1,5 Peabody .Wayland 7,7 D. F. Oliver, R. Forster#
9,10 Wayland (Heards Pd) 325,240 R. Forster
13.15 Bolton, GMNWR 26,10 M. Lynch#

Brewer’s Blackbird
15 Chatham 1 ph B. Nikula

Common Crackle
15.16 Bridgewater, Norwcll 1100+,1000+ R. Stymeist, B. + M. Litchfield

Brown-headed Cowbird
9,16 Barnstable, Middleboro 100,750 P. Trimble, G. d’Entremont#
21 P.l. (north end) 135 R. Forster

Northern Oriole
1.9 Marshfield, Salisbury 1,1 G. d’Entremont#, R. Forster#

Purple Finch
thr P.l. 1 or 2 V. 0 .
15,30 Middleboro, Ipswich 1,2 G. d’Entremont#, J. MacDougall
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