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CORRIGENDA TO THE DECEMBER 1985 ISSUE
A Confusion of Tails and Bills and Names in General

Page 288: The caption under Rick Cech's photo should read
"Magnificent Frigatebirds with Brown Booby."

Page 333: The second line in the last paragraph should read
" . . .  the writer has seen ReA-billed Tropicbird in . .

Page 334: The first line in the third paragraph should read
" . . .  had been identified as an immature White-tailed. . .

Page 335: The caption under the photo should read
"Laurel Abusamra and David Wingate release the. . ."

Spring Migration Watch Planned

For the seventh consecutive year/ Bird Observer will sponsor a 
Spring Migration Watch (SMW) for volunteer observers. Participants 
will visit their selected sites periodically from April 12 
through June 8. The data they collect will be incorporated into 
the SMW computer database. Anyone who returned a data form 
last year will automatically receive forms for 1986. New parti
cipants should contact John Andrews (22 Kendall Road, Lexington, 
MA 02173, telephone 862-6498) for instructions.



— Bird Observer Workshops of the Coming Season —

MARSH GRUNTS AND SWAMP SONGS - a workshop on 
spring birds and wetland habitats

Freshwater wetlands  are represented  by a d i v e r s i t y  o f  h a b i t a t s ,  
ra ng ing  from c a t t a i l  marshes and sedge meadows to Red Maple swamps 
and White Cedar bogs.  Each ecosystem has d i s t i n c t i v e  f l o r a l  and 
fauna l components,  and In  e a r l y  May, these env ironments a re  o f ten  
a l i v e  w i th  the a c t i v i t y  o f  m igrant  and n ew ly -a r r i v e d  r e s id e n t  b i r d s .

In t h i s  workshop p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  be in troduced to se ve ra l  k in d s  
o f  wetland  communit ie s.  A t t e n t io n  w i l l  be d i r e c te d  toward re c ogn iz in g  
the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  v o c a l i z a t i o n s  o f  these b i r d s  -  s p e c ie s  a s  d i v e r s e  
as  b i t t e r n s  and r a i l s ,  c reepers  and w a t e r t h ru s h e s .

The in door  le c tu re  w i l l  inc lude  dem onst ra t ions  -  s l i d e s ,  specimens, 
r e c o rd in g s  - as we ll  as p r in ted  handout m a te r i a l s .  The f i e l d  

t r i p ,  which w i l l  beg in  a t  dawn, w i l l  v i s i t  se ve ra l  se le c te d  wetland h a b i t a t s  where 
a v a r i e t y  o f  the s p e c ie s  d e sc r ibed  d u r in g  the indoor s e s s i o n  w i l l  be heard o r  seen 
in  the f i e l d .

LECTURE: Wednesday, May 7, 1986, 7:30 -  9 :30  P.M.,  Babson Co l lege  
Tomasso H a l l ,  W e l le s le y ,  MA

F IELD  TR IP: Sa tu rday ,  May 10 at  DAWN. Exact time and lo c a t io n  to be announced.
COST: $25 per person.  L im ited  to 20 p a r t i c i p a n t s .

BEARS, BOGS, BLACK-BACKS, AND BOREALS - 
a workshop on Canadian Zone birdlife
Spruce Grouse and B lack -backed  Woodpecker, Gray Jay and Boreal Chickadee, and over  
twenty s p e c ie s  o f  b reed ing  w arb le rs  -  these a re  j u s t  some o f  the b i r d s  that 
c h a r a c t e r i z e  the r i c h  Canadian L i f e  Zone. T h i s  zone approaches i t s  New England 
zen i t h  In  n o r the rn  New Hampshire. In the area known as the Connect icu t  Lakes,  a r ich  
m ixture  o f  s p r u c e - f i r  and northern  hardwood f o r e s t  oc cu rs  o f f e r i n g  s p e c ta cu la r  
sem iw i ld e rne ss  b in d in g ,  a long  w ith  a marvelous o p p o r tu n i t y  to 
o b se rve  most o f  the b reed ing  b i r d s  o f  northern  New England on t h e i r  
n e s t in g  g rounds .  In l a te  June, northern  b i r d  song i s  at  i t s  peak.
In a d d i t i o n  to b i r d s ,  s p r in g  w i l d f l o w e r s ,  northern  b u t t e r f l i e s ,  
and such Canadian Zone mammals as  Beaver,  Moose, and B lack  Bear 
can a l l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  be encountered.

In t h i s  workshop, an in door  i n t r o d u c t io n  to the Canadian Zone 
fauna and f l o r a  w i l l  pre face a two-day f i e l d  t r i p  in  P i t t s b u r g ,
New Hampshire. The f i e l d  t r i p  w i l l  concentra te  on lo c a t in g  
the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b reed ing  b i r d s  o f  northern  New England and 
a t  the same time w i l l  focu s  on the b i o l o g i c a l  and e c o lo g ic a l  
f e a tu re s  tha t  make the Canadian Zone such a f a s c i n a t i n g  area.
Comfortab le  accommodations a re  a v a i l a b l e  and w i l l  be recommended.
E a r l y  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a re  ad v ise d .  L im ited  to 20 p a r t i c i p a n t s .

LECTURE: Wednesday, June 25, 1986, 7:30 -  9 :30  P.M.,  Babson Co l le ge ,
Trimm Ha l l  201, W e l le s le y ,  MA

TWO-DAY F IELD  TRIP : Sa tu rday ,  June 28 and Sunday, June 29. The t r i p  w i l l  beg in  
in  P i t t s b u r g ,  NH, app rox im ate ly  s i x  hours  north  o f  Boston.

COST: $^0 per person.  (Food, lo d g in g  and t r a n sp o r t a t io n  are the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the 
p a r t i c i p a n t . )

Wayne R. Petersen will conduct both of these workshops.
For more information, call Wayne R. Petersen, 617-447-0332.

TO REGISTER, send your name, add re ss ,  and phone number(s) a long  w ith  a check made 
payab le to BIRD OBSERVER to Martha Vaughan, 15 Elmwood Park, Newton, MA 02160. 
Te lephone : 6 l7 - 2 A A -0 1 6 6 .


