
Field Records: 

January 1982 -
by George W. Gove, Robert H. Stymeist

January was very cold, but began and ended on a mild and wet note. . The heavy rain 
on New Year's Daycertainly dampened birders' anticipations for a great new start on 
a brand new year of birding. The first week averaged 5® above normal, then cajne a 
21 day siege of cold, averaging nearly 12° below normal, complete with a bitter cold 
windchill factor. This was the 10th coldest January in 112 years, the mercury dipped 
to below zero Just once, with -2° on the l8th. The month's high was 56° on the Uth. 
Precipitation totaled h .6 9 inches, 1.00 inch above normal. The most rain any day 
was 1.5T inches on the Uth, followed closely by 1.38 inches on New Year's Day. Snow
fall totaled l8.0 inches, 5.6 inches more than normal, the most in any 2k hours was 
8.0 inches on the 13-l^th. The winter 198I-I982 thus far measures 35*6 inches of snow, 
1^.2 inches more than average.

LOONS THROUGH GALLIHOLE

A dark-phased Western Grebe was found on the Nantucket CBC on the 2nd. Recent studies 
indicate that there may be two distinct phases of the Western Grebe (see A Closer 
Look, by Kimball Garrett, BOEM Vol. 9, No. 6 pgs 277-278 reprinted from the Western 
Tanager). There was an amazing concentration of Common (86), Red-throated Loons (178) 
and Red-necked Grebes (30) along the south side of Nantucket on the CBC. A Double- 
crested Cormorant was still present in Barnstable at the beginning of the month.

Twenty-six Great Blue Herons were counted on the Nantucket CBC where a Snowy Egret was 
also found. A Great Egret was found in East Harwich on the 3rd; both the latter two 
species lingering much longer than usual here in Massachusetts.

Waterfowl highlights include an increase in the number of Mute Swans on the North 
Shore, 800+ Brant along the Quincy Shore, good numbers of Pintail at Yarmouth and 
at Plum Island, a drake European Wigeon on Nantucket, 12U Redheads in Falmouth, 20+ 
Barrow's Goldeneyes, 8,20i+ Oldsquaw and 50,000 Common Eider on the Nantucket'CBC and 
the usual scatterings of Harlequin Ducks and King Eiders.

Raptors included 37! give or take Red-tailed Hawks on the little island of Nantucket, 
where 7 Sharp-shinned, 7 Rough-legged, ^  Itorsh, it Merlins and 1 adult Peregrine 
were logged in on the CBC there. The second Winter Raptor Survey in the Bridgewater 
area netted 28 Red-tailed, 1 Red-shouldered, 3 Rough-legged hawks and 8 American 
Kestrels. Again this year, the Merrimac River played host to at least three Bald 
Eagles, and others were found at Lakeville and Hyannis. A Merlin was photographed in 
Brighton on the lUth, very unusual in winter away from the shore.

Seven Virginia Rails were found on the Nantucket CBC. A Common Gallinule was also 
found on Nantucket on the 3rd. The highlight of the month was the discovery of a 
half-alive Yellow Rail on North Beach, Chatham. Efforts to keep it alive failed; 
the bird subsequently died and the specimen is now at Massachusetts Audubon Society 
in Lincoln, Mass. R.R.S.

SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS

Common Loon:
2, 7 Nantucket, P.I.

Red-throated Loon:
2 Nantucket

86, 2 3  

178

CBC, D.Spencer 

CBC
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SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS
Red-necked Grebe:
2 Nantucket 30 CBC
2,16,31 Cape Ann 1 1 , 1 1 , 8 BBCHorned Grebe:
7,l6 . P.I., Gloucester lt7, 30 D.Spencer, BBC

Western Grebe:
2-3 Nantucket 1 0.Komar + v.o.

Pied-billed Grebe:
3 Lakeville, Falmouth 2, 1 SSBC, BBC

Great Cormorant:
3,31 Woods Hole, Cape Ann 100, 3lt BBC

Double-crested. Cormorant:
1,2 Barnstable 1 J .Aylward, D.Arvidson

Great Blue Heron:
2 Nantucket 26 CBC
thr.,1-23 Freuningham, Belmont 1-2, 2-1 K.Hamilton, L.Taylor
1,3 Orleans, Buzzards Bay 5, 15 B.Barber#, SSBC

Great Egret:
3 E.Harwich 1 R .Comeau

Snowy Egret:
2 Nantucket 1 CBC

Mute Swan:
thr. Ipswich max. 15 E.+D.Monnelly

Canada Goose:
7 P.I. 20l»2 D.Spencer

Brant:
2 Quincy 800+ T.Lawrence, L.Taylor

Black Duck:
3,7 Newburyport, P.I. 2000+, 1(262 J.Berry, D.Spencer

Gadwall:
7,28,31 P.I.,Salem,Gloucester 8, 2, 8 D.Spencer, R.Heil, BBC

Pintail:
1,7 Yarmouth, P.I. 100, 251 J.Alyward, D.Spencer
9-31,10 Lynn, Framingheun 1-2, 1 R.Heil. R.Forster#

Green-winged Teal:
7,9 P.I., Sandwich 25, 3 D.Spencer, J.Aylward

European Vigeon:
2-3 Nantucket 1 CBC

American Wigeon:
2 Belmont 21 R.Clayton

Northern Shoveler:
11 Marshfield 1 D.Clapp

Wood Duck:
2 Nantucket 8 CBC
3,9,23 Falmouth,Belmont,Framingheun 1, 1, 1 BBC, L.Taylor, R.Forester

Redhead:
2 Nantucket U6 CBC
2;16+23 Falmouth; Belmont 12l(; 1 R.Barber#, L.Taylor
Canvasback:
1,3 Wareham, Falmouth 350+, 75 D.Briggs#, BBC

Greater Scaup:
30 Winthrop 3000 BBC

Lesser Scaup:
2 Nantucket 8 CBC
2-31,2 Framingham, Falmouth 1, 38 K.Hamilton#, R.Barber#
Common Goldeneye:
2 Nantucket 939 CBC
7,13 P.I., Marshfield 1(8, 1(0 D.Spen er, D.Clapp

Barrow's Goldeneye:
2 Nantucket 5 CBC
thr. Chatham, Yarmouth 1, 1 B.Nikula, v.o.
7 on,10-12 Newburyport, S.Peabody 1-3, 1 J.Barton# + v.o., R.Heil
16+30,30 Quincy, Revere 3+1, 1 J.Barton#, J.Barton
31 Gloucester, Marshfield 3, 1 BBC, W.Petersen

Bufflehead:
30 Wollaston 500 J.Barton#

Old squaw:
2 NantucKet 8201( CBC

Harlequin Duck:
thr. Gloucester, E.Orleans 5, 2 v.o., v.o.
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SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS
Common Eider:
1 Nantucket (Low Beach) 50,000+ R.Heil, B.Nikula
30 Boston Harbor 7500 J.Barton#

King Eider:
2 Rockport, Gloucester 2 f., 1 f. H.Wiggin#
30,31 Rockport, Marshfield 1 f. , 1 f. V.O., W.Petersen

White-winged Scoter:
2 Nantucket 1(27 CBC

Surf Scoter:
2,31 Nantucket, N.Scituate 17, Uo CBC, W.Petersen

Black Scoter:
2 Nantucket 6l0 CBC

Ruddy Duck:
1 Lakeville 1 D.Briggs#

Hooded Morgans er:
thr.,1 Framingham, Lakeville max. 6 , 7 K.Hamilton, D.Briggs#
2,3 Nantucket, Buzzards Bay 20, 2l( • CBC, SSBC
10,30 Falmouth, Wollaston 27. 1 H.Wiggin#, J.Barton#

Common Merganser:
2.3 Nantucket, Newburyport 31, 28 CBC, J.Berry

Red-brested Merganser:
2 Nantucket 51(13 CBC

Goshawk:
2.6 Frami ngham, IRWS i imm., 1 imm. K.Hamilton, A.Kasprzyk
9.10,17 P.I.,Wellesley,Chatham 1,1 imm. ,1- imm. VanCor^.K.Winkler,B.Nikula

Sharp-shinned Hawk;
2 Nantucket, Cape Ann 7, 1 CBC, BBC
3,11 Lakeville, Wayland 1, 1 ad. SSBC, J.Hines
18,30 Chelmsford, Boston Harbor 1 1 W.Harris, J.Barton#

Red-tailed Hawk:
2 Nantucket 37 CBC
1+3 Newburyport+Salisbury 9 P.Roberts + BBC
17 Whitman-Bridgewater 28 SSBC Winter Raptor Survey
17 Sudbury River Valley 17 R.Walton#

Red-shouldered Hawk:
thr. ,3+7 Orleans, Wellesley 1 ad., 1 fide B.Nikula, K.Winkler
12,l6 Middleboro, IRWS 1, 1 ad. D.Briggs, J.Berry
17 Bridgewater 1 fide W.Petersen
Rough-legged Hawk:
thr. P.I.-Salisbury area max. 10 1/9 P.Roberts# + v.o.
thr.,2 Cape Cod, Nantucket 6+. 7 fide B.Nikula, CBC
17 Bridgewater, Sudbury 3, 1 Winter Raptor S\irvey

Bald Eagle:
thr. Newburyport area max. 3 , 1 - ad., 2 imm. v.o.
thr. Lakeville 1 imm. D.Davis# + v.o.
28 Hyannis 1 W.Bailey

Marsh Hawk:
thr. P.I.-Salisbury max. 5 v.o.
2 Nantucket 5l( CBC

Peregrine Falcon:
2+3,18+20 Nantucket, Chatham 1 ad., 1 CBC, V.Saunders+B.Nikula

Merlin:
2 Nantucket i( CBC
lU Brighton 1 ph. D.Gianniny

American Kestrel:
1.2 P.I.-Newburyport,Nantucket 5, 11 BBC. CBC
17 Whitman-Bridgewater 8 SSBC Winter Raptor Survey
17 Sudbury River Valley h R.Walton + v.o.

Virginia Rail:
2 Nantucket 7 CBC
i6,23 Ipswich 1, 3 J. Berry

Yellow Rail:
13 Chatham (North Beach) 1 found alive fide R.Forster

bird subsequently died. sp^iman at Mass. Audubon
Common Gallinule:
3 Nantucket 1 imm. G.Gove#
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How American Woodcock can make a living inland in Massachusetts in the dead of winter 
is a mystery; however one was seen flying across a street in Medford at dusk. A 
Long-billed Dowitcher was seen and heard in Eastham and a Marbled Godwit was found 
in the marshes of the North River in Scituate. Eleven Glaucous Gulls and 53 Iceland 
Gulls were counted on Nantucket where five Lesser Black-backed Gulls were also in 
residence. Nantucket seems to be the gull capital of the state with about 65OO Great 
Black-backed, 1*6,000 Herring Gulls and about ll*,000 Black-legged Kittiwakes.

Four species of alcids were reported mostly in low numbers except for Razorbills off 
Nantucket. A maximum of 73 Mourning Doves frequented a feeder in Brookline. Two 
Pileated Woodpeckers were reported and the Red-bellied Woodpecker continued at Lanes- 
ville. Three Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen; the immature in Woburn has been 
present since November and has started developing its adult plumage.

G.W.G.

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS

SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS

Killdeer:
1;2 Barnstable,Newburyport;Cape Ann 1*, 1; 1 J.Aylward, BBC; BBC
American Woodcock:
2 ,8,15 Nantucket,Medford,Chatham 2, 1, 1 CBC, G.Gove, B.Nikula
Common Snipe:
thr.,2 S.Peabody, Nantucket 3, 5 R.Heil, CBC
3,23 Buzzards Bay, Ipswich 2, 1 SSBC, J.Berry
Purple Sandpiper:
thr. Rockport max. 50 V, 0 .
16 ,31 N.Scituate max. 200 W.Petersen
Long-billed Dowitcher:
18 Eastheun 1 C.Goodrich
Marbled Godwit:

31 Scituate 1 W.Petersen
Sanderling:
2,17 Nantucket, Sali sbury 12 3, 35 CBC, BBC
Glaucous Gull:
thr. Cape Ann max. 1* v.o.
1,2 P.I., Nantucket 1, 11 BBC, CBC
27 S .Peabody 1 imm. R.Heil
Iceland Gull:
thr.,1. Cape Ann, P.I. max. 33, 2 BBC
2 Nantucket 53 CBC
Great Black-backed Gull:

7,2 P.I., Nantucket 61*6, 61*62 NWR (D.Spencer), CBC
Lesser Black-•backed Gull:
2 Nantucket 5 CBC

Herring Gull:
2 Nantucket 1*6,078 CBC
Ring-billed Gull:
2 Nantucket 1*92 CBC
thr. Lynn max. 220 R.Heil

Black-headed Gull:
1,2,3 Manomet,Nantucket,Salisbury 1, 1, 1 ad. D.Briggsî ,̂ CBC, J.Beri
10-2lt,20 Chatham, Lynn 1 ad., 1 imm. B.Nikula, R.Heil

Bonaparte's Gull:
2,5 Nantucket, Lynn 1256, 3000 CBC, C.Corley

Black-legged IKittiwake:
2 Nauset, Nantucket 300, 13,650 J.Aylward, CBC

Razorbill:
'*,9 Nantucket, Sandwich 379, 1 C.Jackson#, J.Aylward

Thick-billed Murre:
3 Nantucket 3 R.Stymeist#

Dovekie:
1 Sagamore 1 N.Hill

Black Guillemot:
thr. Rockport max. 1* v.o.
2,1* Nantucket 1* CBC, C.Jackson#

Mourning Dove:
thr. Brookline max. 73 H.Wiggln

Great Horned Owl:
k ,2 0 Ipswich, Waltham 1, 1 J.Berry, M,Gardner
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Great Horned Owl (continued):
8;17 Middleboro; S.Middleboro, Halifax 

Snowy Owl:

SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS

1; 2, 1 D.Briggs;S.MacDonald,W.Petersen
thr. P,I.-Newburyport max. 2 v.o.Barred' Owl:
8,9,22 Quabbin, Newburyport 1, 1 R.Forster, W.Petersen#22,17 Amesbury, Hamilton 1 (dead), 1 G.Gavutis, J.Berry
19 Littleton, W.Bridgewater 1, 1 J.Baird, J.SweeneyLong-eared Owl:
2-9 Cambridge 1 L.Taylorthr. W .Roxbury max. it 0.Komar
3,13 Nantucket, P.I. 2, 1 R.Stymeist#, NWR
2 1,21(;26 Salisbury; Chatham 1 (dead), 1; 1 W.Byrne, G.Gove; R.ClemShort-eared Owl:
thr. P.I. max. 6 v.o.
9,17 Salisbury max. 5 v.o.thr. W.Dennis, E.Orleans 2, 2 V.O., N.Meckling6,27 Manomet, Middleboro 1, 1 MBO staff, D.BriggsSaw-whet Owl:
2 k Wayland 1 B.MillerBelted Kingfisher:
3 Buzzard's Bay 5 SSBCCommon Flicker:
3 Plymouth, Falmouth 5, 3 SSBC, BBC

Pileated Woodpecker:
9,19 Wellesley, N.Reading K.Winkler, W.GannonRed-bellied Woodpecker:
2-16 Lanesville 1 v.o.

Red-headed Woodpecker:
thr.;3 Woburn,Lanesville;MV 1 imm., 1; 1 G.Gove, v.o.; BBC

In Woburn since 11/27

HORNED LARK THROUGH SNOW BUNTING

A roost of at least ^100 Common Crows were counted at Framingham on the 9th, included 
was a reported ^0 Fish Crows coming to the same roost. Winter roost of crows are 
interesting to watch and monitor, there usually is an assembly point at which crows 
gather before moving onto the night-time roost. Other roosts in the past have been 
reported in West Roxbury and in Waltham. At least ^ Boreal Chickadees were reported 
during the month, all holdovers from December. A high count of 6j  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches was reported on the Nantucket CBC, virtually the same as last year’s CBC 
when T1 were noted.

Varied Thrushes were reported from Eastham and Dennis and the bird found in Framing
ham during December was last seen on New Year's Day. The Townsend's Solitaire 
continued throughout the month alone on Martha's Vineyard. The winter stronghold of 
Yellow-rumped Warblers in Massachusetts certainly must be Nantucket, where 3369 were 
counted by CBCer's. An adult male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was coming to a feeder in 
Wellesley, the bird was not a first-year male as one would expect during the winter.

For the first winter in several years, the traditional "winter finches" were reported 
in very good numbers. Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins, both species of crossbills were 
noted from the entire eastern Massachusetts area. Sparrow highlights included a 
Grasshopper Sparrow on Nantucket, a Lark Sparrow from Falmouth and 9 Chipping 
Sparrows.

A special note of thanks should be mentioned here to the Bigelow', of Holyoke, at 
whose feeder appeared an immature Golden-crowned Sparrow. Found by Rudd Stone, 
editor of Bird News of Western Massachusetts, the bird remained there throughout the 
month. The Bigelow’s invited every birder into their house to see the bird at close 
range and provided a warm welcome to the many birders that came from all over New 
England to see the bird.

R.H.S.
SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS
Horned Lark: 

2
3, 12

Nantucket, Middleboro 91, 20
Ipswich, S.Peabody 20, l8

CBC, D.Briggs#
J.Berry#, R.Heil
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SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS

Common Crow:
9

Fish Crow:
Framingham Ul00+ (roost) R.Forster, K.Hamilton

9,18 Framingham, Boston Ito, 1 R .Forster#, N.Osborne
Boreal Chickadee:
thr. Framingham, Newburyport 1 , 1-2 K,Hamilton#, v.o.
31 Framingham (different locale) 1 E.Morrier

Red-breasted Nuthatch:
2,30 Nantucket, P.I. 67, 6 CBC, P.Roberts

Winter Wren:
19

Carolina Wren:
Wayland 1 J.Hines

11,22 Marshfield, Dover 1 . 1 D.Clapp, P.Hallowell
Long-billed Marsh Wren:
2+3,9

Mockingbird:
Nantucket, Wayland 1 + 1 . 1 CBC + J.Heywood#, J.Hines

2 Nantucket 76 CBC
Gray Catbird: 
2,30

Brown Thrasher
Nantucket, Manomet **. 1 CBC, MBO staff

15 Concord 1 R.Forster#
American Robin:

2
Varied Thrush:

Nantucket U58 CBC

I.IT Framingham, Eastham 1, 1 K.Hamilton#,H.Gassinger,fide B.NIkula
17-23

Hermit Thrush:
Dennis 1 Freeman, fide B.Nikula

2 Nantucket 2 CBC
Townsend's Solitaire:
thr. W.Tisbury, M;V. 1 S.Whiting# + v.o.
Golden-crowned Kinglet:
2,25-29 Nantucket, Weston 8, 9 CBC, J.Hines
Ruby-crowned Kinglet:
3 M.V. 1 R.Timberlake#

Water Pipit: 
2,30
Cedar Waxwing:

Nantucket, Barnstable 1 2 , 1 CBC, J.Aylvard

2,25 Nantucket, Wellesley 6 1, 30 CBC, J.Hines
31 Chatham 150 (1 flock) B.Nikula
Rorthern Shrike:
1,3 P.O., Nantucket
6,13+30 IRWS, P.I.
Yellow-rumped Warbler:
2 Nantucket
Palm Warbler:
2 Sandwich, Nantucket 
Common Yellovthroat:
3 Nantucket 

Eastern Meadowlark:
2 Nantucket

Red-winged Blackbird:
1,20 Belmont, S.Peabody-

Rusty Blackbird:

1. 1 
1, -1

3369
U, 11

1

U3
6, 30+

BBC, H.D'Entremont# 
M.Kasprzyk, v.o,

CBC

J.Aylward, CBC 

J.Heywood#

CBC

L.Taylor, R.Heil

thr. S .Peabody max. 23 1/20 R.Heil
2

Common Grackle
Yarmouth, Nantucket 6, 1 R.Scott, CBC

thr. Framingham 1-9 R.Forster
Rose-breasted Grosbeak:
20-31 Wellesley 1 ad. m. L.Cournoyer

Evening Grosbeak:
thr.
Purple Finch:

Middleboro 150+ D.Briggs + v.o.

7,25 Wayland, Weston 3 , 2 J.Hines
Pine Grosbeak:
thr.,7-10 Concord, Wellesley max. 10, max. 15 R.Forster, K.Winkler
3,18

Common Redpoll
Wayland, Ipswich 20, 5 J.Hines, J.Berry

2+17,3 Belmont, Rowley 28 + 3U, 100 L.Taylor, D.Alexander
3,20 Wayland, Lynn 22, 25 J.Hines, R.Heil
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SPEOIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS

Common Redpoll (continued):
19 ,21 Cambridge, Salisbury 200, 150 J.Peputsiano, J.Carter
21,27 P.I., S.Peabody 25, 26 J.Carter, R.Heil
29,30 Newburyport, Sali sbury lt0+, 1*3 R.Heil, P.Roberts

Many other reports of 1-25 individuals
Pine Siskin;
thr. Middleboro 100+ D.Briggs#
2,3 Manchester, Wayland 50+, 35 C,Corley, J.Hines

>11,IT Westwood, Halifax 20+, 50 B.Wicks, W.Petersen
(̂ed Crossbill:
2,30 Nantucket, P.I. 30, 11 CBC, P.Roberts#

White-winged Crossbill:
ll),l6 Cambridge, W.Newton 12, 23 L.Rosencrans, M.Murphy
17,19 Lexington, Framingham 1*, 10 J.Carter, J.Hines
27 S.Peabody, Milton 20, 10 R.Heil, S.Higginbotham
30 Salisbury, Weston 1*, 20 P.Roberts, J.Hines

Rufous-sided Towhee:
1-7,2 Hyde Park, Nantucket F.Catarino, CBC
3,11 Wayland, Westwood 1 , 1 J.Hines, B.Wicks
12,27 S.Peabody, Salem 1 , 1 R.Heil

"Ipswich Sparrow"
2,16 Nantucket, W.Dennis 1 , 1 CBC, J.Alyward

Savannah Sparrow:
2,17 Nantucket, Bridgewater 12 , 1* CBC, M.Reinstein#

Grasshopper Sparrow:
2 Nantucket 1 R.Heil
Lark Sparrow:
thr. Falmouth C from 12/25/81) 1 A.Nelson#
Chipping Sparrow:
thr. ,2 Framingham, Nantucket 2 . 6 K.Hamilton, CBC
10 E.Harwich 1 B.Nikula

Field Sparrow:
2,12 Nantucket, Wayland 5, 1 CBC, J.Hines
23,27 Whitman, S.Peabody 1, 5 W.Petersen, R.Heil

White-crowned Sparrow;
2 Nantucket 3 CBC

Fox Sparrow:
1 -22,11 Dover, Westwood 2 , k P.Hallowell, B.Wicks
19 Brookline 1 C.Hubbard

Swamp Sparrow:
16,20 Ipswich, S.Peabody 2, 5 J.Berry, R.Heil

Lapland Longspur:
thr. Salisbury max. 200+ 1/21 v.o.
Snow Bunting:
3,7 Nantucket, P.I. ll6, 9 CBC, D.Spencer
17 Bridgewater, Stoughton 80+, 100 G.Gove#, S.JfeicKerron
17,19 Sudbury, Salisbury 1*8, 150-200 K.Hamilton#, J.Carter
30 Quincy, Gloucester 60, 21 J.Barton#, H.Coolidge

CORRIGENDA

Field Records : November 1981

Red-breasted Merganser:
7 Barnstable (S.N .) 60,000+ W.Petersen#

should read
7 Barnstable (S,N .) 6,000+ W. Petersen#

ADDENDA

Field Records : November I98I

Barn Swallow:
1,3 P'town, Eastham 8, 8 B.Nikula
6,7 Barnstable, Truro 5, 3 J.Aylward, B.Nikula
22 Yarmouth 1 J .Aylward
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