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This paper documents the second Arizona record of Le 

Conte's Sparrow (Ammodramus /econteii), a single bird 

photographed in Marana, Pima County, Arizona, 

December 19, 2004, to February 10, 2005. It provides 

comments on context, distribution, and field 

identification of this Ammodramus sparrow. 

On December 19, 2004, Peter Salomon and the 

author observed an Ammodramus sparrow along the 

Santa Cruz River in Marana. GPS coordinates of the 

initial sighting: UTM 12 S 0492449 3577444, or N 32 deg 

20min 01.9 sec W 111 deg 04 min 48.9 sec. This 

observation occurred at about 1220 MST while the 

observers were participating in the Tucson Valley 

Christmas Bird Count. Salomon discovered the sparrow 

when it flushed directly in front of him. It traveled a very 

short distance (ca.15 feet) before dropping to ground 

level. The small size and relatively short tail immediately 

drew the observer's interest. The sparrow was briefly 

visible near the ground, but partially obscured. 

Description and Identification 

In addition to the small size and short tail

particularly when compared to the numerous Lincoln's 

Sparrows (Melospiza lincolnii) present-several 

characteristics confirmed that this was an 

Ammodramus, more specifically either Le Conte's 

Sparrow or one of the sharp-tailed sparrows (Saltmarsh 

or Nelson's-A. caudacutus or A. ne/sonii, respectively). 

Among the characteristics: a broad orange or ochre 

supercilium; lores and submustacial stripe of same color 
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1981 (Rosenberg 1991 ). 
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