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Lawrence's Goldfinch (Carduelis lawrencei) is typically a bird of the oak belt in cismontane 

California and northwestern Baja California. This species breeds sporadically in the southern 

regions of California, where it prefers riparian and open woodlands of arid and semiarid 

foothills and valleys, usually near water (Small 1994). Even within their normal California 

range, the breeding status and distribution of these goldfinches is poorly understood. 

Lawrence's Goldfinch seasonal distribution is erratic; they may appear in an area to breed 

(sometimes in considerable numbers) for a season or two, and thereafter not return to that 

location to nest for a number of years (Small 1994). 

Adult female Lawrence's Goldfinch at Boyce Thompson Arboretum, 

Pinal County 10 April 2005 

These goldfinches also stage unpredictable fall and winter incursions into the eastern 

Sonoran Desert regions, particularly in southern Arizona and northern Sonora (Monson and 

Phillips 1981, Russell and Monson 1998, Patten 2001 ). From year to year, their numbers will 

vary, with some years having large influxes reaching localities as far north in Arizona as the 

upper Verde River and Oak Creek drainages, east to New Mexico, and occasionally western 

Texas. Local congregations at favorite foraging areas sometimes contain 150 or more 

individuals, particularly within the Santa Cruz River valley of southeastern Arizona (Tucson 

Audubon Society 2004). During other years, the species can be quite scarce or absent in 
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