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Sabine's Gull Larus sabini is a Northern Hemisphere breeding
species, with one of its wintering areas off the South African and
South West African/Namibian coasts (Lambert 1967, 1975). Although
the species was rarely recorded in South African waters before 1965
(Zoutendyk 1968), flocks of up to 1 000 adult Sabine's Gulls and

0 - 8 first year birds were seen in December 1979 and January 1980
at the Green Point sewage outfall, Cape Town, where such large
numbers are now regularly observed (Furness in press), and are
characterized by an extremely low proportion of first year birds
(Cochrane 1978).

On 12 December 1979 four Sabine's Gulls were shot, under licence
from the Sea Fisheries Institute, near the Green Point sewage
outfall, to examine their stomach contents. The birds were
weighed immediately on collection and their stomachs removed and
preserved in formalin for later examination. Measurements of
maximum chord wing length, bill depth at gonys, exposed culmen
length, and primary moult scores were taken, and the birds were
aged by plumage and sexed by dissection. Biometric methods were
those recommended and described by Spencer (1972).

It appears that the masses are the first published for this species;
and certainly the first from the wintering grounds. Dement'ev et
al. (1951) say specifically that no mass data are available.
Liversidge and Courtenay-Latimer (1963) described three adult
specimens collected in South African waters in 1958 and 1959.
zoutendyk (1968) collected five specimens off Slangkop, Cape
Peninsula, on 18 January 1967 and listed measurements and stomach
contents. These, and our measurements are given in Table 1.
Primaries of the four birds we collected were all quite worn, sO
that wing lengths will be shorter than for birds in fresh plumage.
The primary moult had just begun in three individuals, which .agrees
with the pattern described by Stresemann and Stresemann (1966).
Having examined two specimens collected off Peru in December 1881
and four from the southern hemisphere in February, they tentatively
suggested that moult of remiges begins in early December and is
completed in April. Moult in winter quarters is typical of sea-
birds undertaking long-distance migrations (Salomonsen 1976).

Biometrics suggest that the birds wintering off South Africa are
from the nominate race L. s. sabini (Sabine) which breeds in
Greenland and arctic Canada, rather than from any of the larger
three ‘races (Portenko 1939) (Table 2).

Only one of the stomachs contained food remains : a fish otolith

that was too eroded to be identified, and the jaws of a Northern
Hemisphere pelagic polychaete.
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